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Pastor Hank’s Notes on: Nehemiah

Introduction
One of the rewarding bi-products of reading the Word of God is learning about the people who
were used by God. These men and women were individuals of great character who simply
trusted in God and followed Him. Also in the Bible we read of God rising up various
individuals to become leaders of His people. Nehemiah is a shining example. We are going to
take a look at a man named Nehemiah, who we read about in the book of Nehemiah.

Introductory Notes:
Nehemiah is first mentioned in:
Ezra 2:1-2
2 Now these are the children of the province that went up out of the captivity, of those which had
been carried away, whom Nebuchadnezzar the king of Babylon had carried away unto Babylon,
and came again unto Jerusalem and Judah, every one unto his city;
2 Which

came with Zerubbabel: Jeshua, Nehemiah, Seraiah, Reelaiah, Mordecai, Bilshan,
Mizpar, Bigvai, Rehum, Baanah. The number of the men of the people of Israel:
Nehemiah goes with Ezra, and it has to do with the return of the Jews to Israel/Palestine at the
First Restoration. Ezra deals with restoration of the Temple and Nehemiah deals with the
reconstruction of the city.
Two times the Jews were said to return to Israel/Palestine. The first time was during the Book of
Nehemiah, and The Second Restoration was The Balfour Declaration.

2

The Balfour Declaration was a November 2, 1917 letter from British Foreign Secretary Arthur
James Balfour to Lord Rothschild that made public the British support of a Jewish homeland in
Palestine. The Balfour Declaration led the League of Nations to entrust the United Kingdom with
the Palestine Mandate in 1922. The "Balfour Declaration" was later incorporated into the Sèvres
peace treaty with the Ottoman Empire and the Mandate for Palestine. The original document is
kept at the British Library.
The Balfour Declaration (it its entirety)
Foreign Office
November 2nd, 1917
Dear Lord Rothschild,
I have much pleasure in conveying to you, on behalf of His Majesty's Government, the following
declaration of sympathy with Jewish Zionist aspirations which has been submitted to, and
approved by, the Cabinet.
"His Majesty's Government view with favour the establishment in Palestine of a national home
for the Jewish people, and will use their best endeavours to facilitate the achievement of this
object, it being clearly understood that nothing shall be done which may prejudice the civil and
religious rights of existing non-Jewish communities in Palestine, or the rights and political status
enjoyed by Jews in any other country."
I should be grateful if you would bring this declaration to the knowledge of the Zionist
Federation.
Yours sincerely,
Arthur James Balfour
**It’s interesting to note that a Gentile King was responsible for The Jews returning to The
Promised Land: King Cyrus of Persia, First Restoration. King George V of England 1917,
Second Restoration.
Book Facts
The author of the book is Nehemiah himself.
Nehemiah is one of the “Historical” Books of The Bible. The Historical Books record the events
of Israel's history, beginning with the book of Joshua and the nation's entry into the Promised
Land until the time of its return from exile. The 12 Historical Books are: Joshua, Judges, Ruth, 1
& 2 Samuel, 1 & 2 Kings, 1 & 2 Chronicles, Ezra, Nehemiah & Esther.
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It was written near the time of 445-440 B.C. The Old Testament Cannon closed around 390 B.C.
Nehemiah has 13 chapter, 406 verses and 10,840 words.
Prominent in the book are the words "so" and "we."
Key Verse
Nehemiah 2:5
5 And

I said unto the king, If it please the king, and if thy servant have found favour in thy sight,
that thou wouldest send me unto Judah, unto the city of my fathers' sepulchres, that I may build
it.
Types and Pictures
Ezra and Nehemiah are picturing the return of Jews to Israel (The Balfour Declaration) and the
rebuilding of the Nation of Israel before The Rapture. Nehemiah is a “Type” of Jesus Christ as
we will see in the Book of Nehemiah.
Who is Nehemiah?
Nehemiah means “God is the Comforter”. Nehemiah was cup bearer (i.e., confidant, advisor) to
Persian king, Artaxerxes (1:11, 2:1)
Nehemiah 1:11-2:1
11

O LORD, I beseech thee, let now thine ear be attentive to the prayer of thy servant, and to the
prayer of thy servants, who desire to fear thy name: and prosper, I pray thee, thy servant this day,
and grant him mercy in the sight of this man. For I was the king's cupbearer.
2 And it came to pass in the month Nisan, in the twentieth year of Artaxerxes the king, that
wine was before him: and I took up the wine, and gave it unto the king. Now I had not been
beforetime sad in his presence.
Why would a king need a Cupbearer?
1. To make sure the king’s drink had not been poisoned! The Cupbearer was the official “drink
taster”.
2. To be a Servant/Butler to the King. The Cupbearer would hand the Cup to the King. The
Cupbearer would also make the drink for the King.
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An example of this is found in: Genesis 40:9-11
9 And

the chief butler told his dream to Joseph, and said to him, In my dream, behold, a vine was
before me;
10 And

in the vine were three branches: and it was as though it budded, and her blossoms shot
forth; and the clusters thereof brought forth ripe grapes:
11 And

Pharaoh's cup was in my hand: and I took the grapes, and pressed them into Pharaoh's
cup, and I gave the cup into Pharaoh's hand.
**Types/Pictures Nehemiah-Jesus Christ
Just as Nehemiah is the Cupbearer, who is the “Cupbearer” that washes His Disciples feet and
serves them bread and grape juice at The Last Supper? Answer: Jesus!
Nehemiah is a partial autobiographic history of the completion of the outer and inner defenses of
Jerusalem following the captivity, from the pen of a sincere, prayerful man of great faith and
courage. Nehemiah formed a spiritual team with Ezra the priest.

Scofield's Reference Notes
Nehemiah overview Book Introduction - Nehemiah
Fourteen years after the return of Ezra to Jerusalem, Nehemiah led up a company (B.C. 444) and
restored the walls and the civil authority. Of those events this book is the record. It is in eight
divisions:
1. The journey to Jerusalem, Nehemiah 1:1 to Nehemiah 2:20
2. The building of the wall, Nehemiah 3:1 to Nehemiah 6:19.
3. The census, Nehemiah 7:1-73.
4. The revival, Nehemiah 8:1 to Nehemiah 11:36.
5. The census of the priests and Levites, Nehemiah 12:1-26.
6. Dedication of the wall, Nehemiah 12:27-43.
7. Restoration of the temple worship, Nehemiah 12:44-47.
8. The legal order restored, Nehemiah 13:1-31.
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The moral state of the time is disclosed by the prophet Malachi. This book affords many
instances of individual faith acting on the written word (e.g. Nehemiah 1:8; Nehemiah
1:9; Nehemiah 13:1). It is the principle of 2 Timothy 2.
The events recorded in Nehemiah cover a period of 11 years (Ussher).
Note: **Nehemiah is a great study in the Pastoral Ministry. Any Pastor who’s had any time
dealing with Christians, will recognize immediately the problems that Nehemiah faced. They are
problems that often occur in local Churches.

Nehemiah 1:1-4 King James Version (KJV)
-Nehemiah learns of the distress of the Jewish remnant in Jerusalem.

1

The words of Nehemiah the son of Hachaliah. And it came to pass in the month Chisleu, in the
twentieth year, as I was in Shushan the palace,
“Nehemiah the son of Hachaliah” who is different from Nehemiah in Neh. 3:16.
“in the month Chisleu” (Persian name November-December-our Calender)
“twentieth year”. That is, the 20th year of Artaxerxes’s reign (Neh. 2:1). This would be 13 years
after this same King sent Ezra to Jerusalem (Ezra 7:7).
“Shushan the palace”. Shushan is the same as Susa, the winter Capital of the great Persian
Empire, about 250 miles east of Babylon.
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2

That Hanani, one of my brethren, came, he and certain men of Judah; and I asked them
concerning the Jews that had escaped, which were left of the captivity, and concerning
Jerusalem.
Hanani is a Blood Brother of Nehemiah, see Neh. 7:2
Verse 2 is about The Book of Ezra.
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And they said unto me, The remnant that are left of the captivity there in the province are in
great affliction and reproach: the wall of Jerusalem also is broken down, and the gates thereof are
burned with fire.
“The remnant” (The Book of Ezra)
Broken Walls and Gates burned with fire means that Jerusalem is an unprotected city!
Jerusalem in the Book of Nehemiah with broken walls and gates burned with fire being
unprotected, but is under repair/restoration is a type of the Backslidden Christian who after being
backslidden starts to right with God again.
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And it came to pass, when I heard these words, that I sat down and wept, and mourned certain
days, and fasted, and prayed before the God of heaven,
Nehemiah had risen to hold a high position in Artaxerxes court. But he had not forgotten his
brothers in Jerusalem. He asked Hanani, one of his brothers, who had just returned from
Jerusalem, for a report. It was grim. The walls were broken down and the gates burned. The
people were in despair. Nehemiah was immediately burdened for the city. He wept and fasted
and prayed. This is the first indication of his heart. It was a great start. The rest of the book will
show how he followed through on his prayers.
Proverbs 25:28 King James Version (KJV)
28 He

that hath no rule over his own spirit is like a city that is broken down, and without walls.

The problem was threefold…
1. The Jewish remnant was in great trouble.
2. The wall of Jerusalem was broken down.
3. The gates of Jerusalem had been burned.
Nehemiah responded to the problem How?
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Nehemiah did five things…
1. He sat down and wept.
** Types/Pictures: Jesus wept over Jerusalem!
Luke 19:41 King James Version (KJV)
41 And

when he was come near, he beheld the city, and wept over it,

2. He mourned, fasted, and prayed.
Mourn means: To express grief or sorrow; to grieve; to be sorrowful. Mourning may be
expressed by weeping or audible sounds, or by sobs, sighs or inward silent grief.
Matthew 5:4
4

Blessed are they that mourn: for they shall be comforted.

Notes on Fasting
Biblical fasting is the freewill practice of abstaining from food and/or the pleasantries of life for
the purpose of devoting oneself to God and concentrating on spiritual goals, particularly the goal
of defeating spiritual enemies and overcoming the lusts of the flesh. “Fasting is nothing else than
the abstinence and temperance of the godly, and a watching and chastising of our flesh, taken up
for present necessity, whereby we are humbled before God, and withdraw from the flesh those
things with which it is cherished, to the end that it may the more willingly and easily obey the
Spirit. The fasts wherein the Jews fasted from meat, and not from wickedness, pleased God
nothing at all, as we may see in the books of the Prophets. ... All fasts ought to proceed from a
free and willing spirit” (The Second Helvetic Confession, 1566, XXII).
Warnings about Fasting.
(1) Fasting is not for salvation (Luke 18:9-14).
(2) Fasting must not be for show (Mt. 6:16-18).
(3) Fasting is not to be a religious ritual (Luke 18:12).
(4) Fasting is unacceptable and ineffectual without a right relationship with God (Is. 58:3-9;
Zec.7:5-6).
(5) Biblical fasting is not for physical health. We cannot say whether or not fasting is good for
the health, but we do know that the Bible never speaks of fasting in this context.
(6) Fasting is not to be an ascetic practice (Col. 2:20-23). The ascetic punishes himself in a vain
attempt to know God, to find favor with God, or to attain spiritual power. The Christian has all of
this freely in Jesus Christ (Col. 2:1-23).
(7) Fasting does not necessarily guarantee that one’s prayers will be answered (2 Sam. 12).
(8) Fasting is a personal matter. Fasting is important and useful in Christian life and service, but
it is not something by which we are to judge the spiritual condition of others. God does not
COMMAND fasting; He COMMENDS it.
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The Importance of Fasting.
(1) The importance of fasting is seen in the number of positive references in the Old and New
Testaments (Judges 20:26; 1 Sam. 1:6-7; 7:6; 31:13; 2 Sam. 1:12; 1 Kings 21:27; 2 Ch. 20:3;
Ezr. 8:21-23; Neh. 1:4; 9:1-2; Ester 4:16; 9:3; Ps. 35:13-14; 69:10-11; Is. 58:6-8; Jer. 36:9; Joel
1:14; 2:12,15; John 3:5; Dan. 9:3; Mt. 4:2; 6:17-18; 9:14-15; 17:21; Mk. 9:29; Luke 2:37; Acts
13:2; 14:23; 1 Cor. 7:5; 2 Cor. 6:5; 11:27).
(2) Fasting is one of the ways whereby a minister of Christ approves himself (2 Cor. 6:4-10).
(3) The Lord Jesus Christ made a definite promise about fasting (Mt. 6:17-18).
(4) The Lord Jesus said very plainly that His disciples would fast after His departure (Mt. 9:1415).
(5) God’s choicest servants have practiced fasting throughout the centuries.
(6) Prayer with fasting is the only spiritual practice which is to interfere with the physical aspect
of the marital relationship (1 Cor.7:1-5).
(7) Fasting is necessary for breaking down certain demonic strongholds (Mt. 17:18-21).
When Should We Fast?
(1) Fast when sorely tempted (Mt. 4:2).
(2) Fast when wisdom is earnestly desired (Dan. 9:3).
(3) Fast when help and protection are needed (Ezra 8:21-23; 2 Ch. 20:3; Je. 36:9).
(4) Fast when victory is desired in seemingly impossible situations (Es.4:10-17; 9:31; Neh. 1:4).
(5) Fast when something is earnestly desired from God and the answer has not come through
prayer alone (1 Sam. 1:6-7).
(6) Fast when in mourning for loved ones or the defeat of God’s people (2 Sa. 1:12).
(7) Fast when new ministries are launched and when men go forth to proclaim God’s Word and
battle spiritual enemies (Acts 13:2-3; 14:23).
(8) Fast when involved in spiritual ministry (2 Cor. 6:5; 11:27).
(9) Fast during times of special repentance, confession, and revival (Joel 1:14-15; 2:12; 2:15;
Neh. 9:1-2).
What Is a Biblical Fast?
A biblical fast is to focus one’s attention wholly toward God, abstaining from lawful
pleasantries, to the end of resolving certain extraordinary spiritual needs.
It incorporates the following:
(1) Abstinence from food and normal physical pleasures (Dan.10:3; 1 Cor. 7:5).
(2) Prayer (Mt. 17:21). (3) Confession of sins (Dan. 9:3-6). (4) Service toward God (Is. 58:6-8).
Pastor Hank’s simple sayings: “People in the Bible who Fasted really really really wanted God
to grant them their request”.
3. Then he prayed a specific prayer (5-11). We’ll look at that Prayer it next week.
Questions for Discussion:
Nehemiah also prayed. To whom did he Pray to?
What do some people do when they’re in trouble?
Are you a “Cupbearer” in someone’s life?
When was the last time you Fasted? Have you ever Fasted?
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Pastor Hank’s Notes on: Nehemiah
Nehemiah 1:4

And it came to pass, when I heard these words, that I sat down and wept, and
mourned certain days, and fasted, and prayed before the God of heaven,

** First it’s helpful to note that Nehemiah did not impulsively rush into action – Prayer came
first. The first thing he did was to Pray!
Nehemiah was a Praying Man! He Prayed in chapters 4:4-5, 5:19, 6:9, 14, 13:14, 22, 29, 31

Nehemiah’s Prayer: Let’s look at his Prayer: Nehemiah 1:5-11

5

And said, I beseech thee, O LORD God of heaven, the great and terrible God, that keepeth
covenant and mercy for them that love him and observe his commandments:
“beseech” – beg, entreat, implore, ask someone earnestly
“God of Heaven” First time used is in 2 Chronicles 36:23. Now used because His people was Lo
Ammi (not my people) Jehovah had withdrawn from their mist. It is a title peculiar to the times
of the Gentiles.
“terrible” – terror causing, awe-inspiring

6

Let thine ear now be attentive, and thine eyes open, that thou mayest hear the prayer of thy
servant, which I pray before thee now, day and night, for the children of Israel thy servants, and
confess the sins of the children of Israel, which we have sinned against thee: both I and my
father's house have sinned.
“Let thine ear” – Please God Hear what we say and confess.
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“Thine eyes open” – Please God See what we suffer.
“which we have sinned against thee”
**Note for Witnessing to a Muslim: The Koran/Islam states that no man can sin against God.
When a sinner commits sin, he just commits sin against himself.
(Koran) Sura 4:111 Whoso committeth sin committeth it only against himself. Allah is ever
Knower, Wise.
Look at verse 6- They Sinned against God. “which we have sinned against thee”
Psalm 119:11 The Holy Bible King James Version (KJV) says:
11

Thy word have I hid in mine heart, that I might not sin against thee.

Psalm 51:4 King James Version (KJV)
4

Against thee, thee only, have I sinned, and done this evil in thy sight: that thou mightest be
justified when thou speakest, and be clear when thou judgest.
Nehemiah considered sin as the cause of all this evil that had befallen his people, and confesses it
with sorrow and humiliation, and not their sins only, but his own personal and family sins.
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We have dealt very corruptly against thee, and have not kept the commandments, nor the
statutes, nor the judgments, which thou commandedst thy servant Moses.
Commandments - The moral precepts by which our lives should be regulated.
Statutes - What refers to the rites and ceremonies of your Religion.
Judgments - The precepts of justice relative to our conduct to each other.
Commandments, Statutes & Judgments; These were given to Moses from God in
Deuteronomy 6:1-25, Deut.4:25-31, Deut.28:64, Deut. 30:1-11, Lev.26:33, 39-45. Here are some
of the commandments, statutes and judgments in (Please read Deuteronomy 6: 1-25 for
Independent Bible Study).
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Fear the LORD.
Hear and observe to do.
The LORD God is one LORD.
Love the LORD your God.
Keep the Words of God is in your heart.
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6. Teach the word of God to your children.
7. Remember the Lord.
8. Fear the LORD, serve Him & swore by His name.
9. Don’t pursue other gods. Don’t go after the gods of the people which are around you.
10. Don’t tempt the LORD.
11. Diligently keep God’s words.
12. Do right and good in the sight of the LORD.
13. Cast out all enemies.

Verse 8

Remember, I beseech thee, the word that thou commandedst thy servant Moses,
saying, If ye transgress, I will scatter you abroad among the nations:
This Commandment from God to Moses is found in:
Leviticus 26:33 King James Version (KJV)
33

And I will scatter you among the heathen, and will draw out a sword after you: and your land
shall be desolate, and your cities waste.
**Question from last week was: Why were the Jews led into captivity? Leviticus 26:14-39,
(Punishment for disobeying God.)
This event is recorded in 2 Kings chapter 24 and mentioned in Ezra 2:1, Nehemiah 7:6 and
Jeremiah 52.

9

But if ye turn unto me, and keep my commandments, and do them; though there were of you
cast out unto the uttermost part of the heaven, yet will I gather them from thence, and will bring
them unto the place that I have chosen to set my name there.
Verses 7-9, Though in an enemy‘s country, and far from the Commandments of God, Nehemiah
did not forget the law: he reads his Bible! This Prayer is a conversation with God!
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Now these are thy servants and thy people, whom thou hast redeemed by thy great power,
and by thy strong hand.
Redeem means: To purchase back; to ransom; to liberate or rescue from captivity or bondage, or
from any obligation or liability to suffer or to be forfeited, by paying an equivalent; as, to redeem
prisoners or captured goods; to redeem a pledge.
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11

O LORD, I beseech thee, let now thine ear be attentive to the prayer of thy servant, and to the
prayer of thy servants, who desire to fear thy name: and prosper, I pray thee, thy servant this day,
and grant him mercy in the sight of this man. For I was the king's cupbearer.
It’s worth noting that Nehemiah in this prayer did not speak of Artaxerxes as “the king,” but as
“this man.” Such expressions as “a man,” or “this man," according to William Oscar Emil
Oesterley, theologian, and professor of Hebrew and Old Testament at King's College, London
come from a Hebrew word that carries “a note of contempt." Perhaps Nehemiah was thinking
that, “after all the great king is only a man, subject in every way to the will of God."
Additional Notes:
Now there are many Prayers in The Bible and we should learn these Prayers and the right way to
Pray! Similar Prayers can be found in: Ezra 9:5-15, Daniel 9:3-19, Psalm 51
There’s five main things in this Prayer:

1. First you have Confession. (Verse 7)
7

We have dealt very corruptly against thee, and have not kept the commandments, nor the
statutes, nor the judgments, which thou commandedst thy servant Moses.
That Command to Moses is found in: Leviticus 26:40 King James Version (KJV)
40

If they shall confess their iniquity, and the iniquity of their fathers, with their trespass which
they trespassed against me, and that also they have walked contrary unto me;
A real Prayer should have Confession!
Psalm 32:5 King James Version (KJV)
5

I acknowledge my sin unto thee, and mine iniquity have I not hid. I said, I will confess my
transgressions unto the LORD; and thou forgavest the iniquity of my sin. Selah.
1 John 1:9 King James Version (KJV)
9

If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all
unrighteousness.

2. Second, you have Petition. (Verse 11)
Petition means: In a general sense, a request, supplication or prayer; but chiefly and
appropriately, a solemn or formal supplication; a prayer addressed by a person to the Supreme
Being, for something needed or desired, or a branch or particular article of prayer.
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11

O LORD, I beseech thee, let now thine ear be attentive to the prayer of thy servant, and to the
prayer of thy servants, who desire to fear thy name: and prosper, I pray thee, thy servant this day,
and grant him mercy in the sight of this man. For I was the king's cupbearer.
Nehemiah put’s the Petition at the end of the Prayer.
His Petition is: I’m going to go in and talk to the King, and I’m going to ask a question. When I
go before the King and give me mercy and grant the King to give me my request. –That’s the
Petition!
Philippians 4:6 King James Version (KJV) says:
6

Be careful for nothing; but in every thing by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your
requests be made known unto God.

3. Then you have Intercession. (Verse 6)
6

Let thine ear now be attentive, and thine eyes open, that thou mayest hear the prayer of thy
servant, which I pray before thee now, day and night, for the children of Israel thy servants, and
confess the sins of the children of Israel, which we have sinned against thee: both I and my
father's house have sinned.
Intercession is the act of interceding (intervening or mediating) between two parties.
In Christian religious usage, it is a prayer to God on behalf of others.
Real Prayer isn’t always You just getting something answered from God, Intercessory Prayer is
“going to Bat” to God for someone else!
Question: Who’s Nehemiah Interceding/ “going to Bat” to God for?
Answer: The Children of Israel.
1 Timothy 2:1 King James Version (KJV)
2 I exhort therefore, that, first of all, supplications, prayers, intercessions, and giving of thanks,
be made for all men;
Numbers 21:7 King James Version (KJV)
7

Therefore the people came to Moses, and said, We have sinned, for we have spoken against the
LORD, and against thee; pray unto the LORD, that he take away the serpents from us. And Moses
prayed for the people.

4. Fourthly, you have Praise! (Verse 10)
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10

Now these are thy servants and thy people, whom thou hast redeemed by thy great power,
and by thy strong hand.
Praise means: To extol in words or song; to magnify; to glorify on account of perfections or
excellent works.
It’s good to Praise The Lord!
Psalm 145 King James Version (KJV)
145 I will extol thee, my God, O king; and I will bless thy name for ever and ever.
2

Every day will I bless thee; and I will praise thy name for ever and ever.

3

Great is the LORD, and greatly to be praised; and his greatness is unsearchable.

4

One generation shall praise thy works to another, and shall declare thy mighty acts.

5

I will speak of the glorious honour of thy majesty, and of thy wondrous works.

6

And men shall speak of the might of thy terrible acts: and I will declare thy greatness.

7

They shall abundantly utter the memory of thy great goodness, and shall sing of thy
righteousness.
8

The LORD is gracious, and full of compassion; slow to anger, and of great mercy.

9

The LORD is good to all: and his tender mercies are over all his works.

10

All thy works shall praise thee, O LORD; and thy saints shall bless thee.

11

They shall speak of the glory of thy kingdom, and talk of thy power;

12

To make known to the sons of men his mighty acts, and the glorious majesty of his kingdom.

13

Thy kingdom is an everlasting kingdom, and thy dominion endureth throughout all
generations.
14

The LORD upholdeth all that fall, and raiseth up all those that be bowed down.

15

The eyes of all wait upon thee; and thou givest them their meat in due season.

16

Thou openest thine hand, and satisfiest the desire of every living thing.

17

The LORD is righteous in all his ways, and holy in all his works.

15
18

The LORD is nigh unto all them that call upon him, to all that call upon him in truth.

19

He will fulfil the desire of them that fear him: he also will hear their cry, and will save them.

20

The LORD preserveth all them that love him: but all the wicked will he destroy.

21

My mouth shall speak the praise of the LORD: and let all flesh bless his holy name for ever and
ever.
Let’s just Praise The Lord!

5. Lastly, It’s an Importune Prayer.
6

Let thine ear now be attentive, and thine eyes open, that thou mayest hear the prayer of thy
servant, which I pray before thee now, day and night, for the children of Israel thy servants,
and confess the sins of the children of Israel, which we have sinned against thee: both I and my
father's house have sinned.
The simplest definition of importunity is persistent and urgent asking. Importune Prayer then is
persistent and urgent; it is prayer that pleads with God and asks Him repeatedly for the things we
need.
1 Thessalonians 5:17 King James Version (KJV)
17

Pray without ceasing.

Nehemiah is afraid he might get into trouble if he asks the King this Petition, so what does he do
first? He Prays and now here comes the chance!

Nehemiah Chapter 2
Nehemiah speaks to the King and King Artaxerxes sends Nehemiah to Jerusalem.

1

And it came to pass in the month Nisan, in the twentieth year of Artaxerxes the king, that wine
was before him: and I took up the wine, and gave it unto the king. Now I had not been
beforetime sad in his presence.
“Nisan”: The first month in the Persian calendar. Feb-March our calendar. We see this in:
Esther 3:7 King James Version (KJV)
7

In the first month, that is, the month Nisan, in the twelfth year of king Ahasuerus, they cast Pur,
that is, the lot, before Haman from day to day, and from month to month, to the twelfth month,
that is, the month Adar.
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“Now I had not been beforetime sad in his presence” It’s dangerous to be sad in front of the
King. In Bible times the rule was that no one could come before the King in a depressed
condition.
Esther 4:2 King James Version (KJV)
2

And came even before the king's gate: for none might enter into the king's gate clothed with
sackcloth.
Sackcloth represented sadness and mourning, and the King doesn’t want any sad people in front
of him!

2

Wherefore the king said unto me, Why is thy countenance sad, seeing thou art not sick? this is
nothing else but sorrow of heart. Then I was very sore afraid,
The King notices Nehemiah’s sadness/sick, and then Nehemiah becomes afraid.
Ecclesiastes 7:3 King James Version (KJV) says:
3 Sorrow

is better than laughter: for by the sadness of the countenance the heart is made better.

Outwardly you show a sad countenance, but inwardly God might be making your heart better!

3

And said unto the king, Let the king live for ever: why should not my countenance be sad,
when the city, the place of my fathers' sepulchres, lieth waste, and the gates thereof are
consumed with fire?
“Let the king live for ever” Is the Standard greeting/way to address the King. The idea is wishing
Eternal Life for the King!
Daniel 3:9 King James Version (KJV)
9

They spake and said to the king Nebuchadnezzar, O king, live for ever.

“sepulchres” - tombs, graves, burial vaults
“the city” - Jerusalem

4

Then the king said unto me, For what dost thou make request? So I prayed to the God of
heaven.
The King asked Nehemiah what his request was and what did Nehemiah do? He Prayed! Before
he spoke to the King he Prayed! Again Prayer comes first!

17

He Prayed instantly-that’s Praying “on the spot”.
Romans 12:12 King James Version (KJV)
12

Rejoicing in hope; patient in tribulation; continuing instant in prayer;

Did you ever have a conversation with someone and be Praying to God at the same time?

5

And I said unto the king, If it please the king, and if thy servant have found favour in thy sight,
that thou wouldest send me unto Judah, unto the city of my fathers' sepulchres, that I may build
it.
**Key Verse from Introduction!
Here you have Nehemiah’s request. It’s a different Commission then Ezra. Ezra went to
Jerusalem to rebuild the Temple; Nehemiah’s going to Jerusalem to rebuild the City.

6

And the king said unto me, (the queen also sitting by him,) For how long shall thy journey be?
and when wilt thou return? So it pleased the king to send me; and I set him a time.
“(the queen also sitting by him,)” This may be Queen Esther.

7

Moreover I said unto the king, If it please the king, let letters be given me to the governors
beyond the river, that they may convey me over till I come into Judah;
“the river” – The Euphrates River see map page 5.
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8

And a letter unto Asaph the keeper of the king's forest, that he may give me timber to make
beams for the gates of the palace which appertained to the house, and for the wall of the city,
and for the house that I shall enter into. And the king granted me, according to the good hand
of my God upon me.
“appertained” – related, had to deal with, pertained
The Persian Empire owns a large Forest in Palestine/Israel and Nehemiah asks the King for
Letters granting him permission to Timber/Materials for the construction and rebuilding of the
City/Jerusalem.
“and for the house that I shall enter into” That’s Nehemiah’s house.

9

Then I came to the governors beyond the river, and gave them the king's letters. Now the king
had sent captains of the army and horsemen with me.
Not only does Nehemiah have Letters from the King, he also has an Army with him!
Arrival and Opposition.

10

When Sanballat the Horonite, and Tobiah the servant, the Ammonite, heard of it, it grieved
them exceedingly that there was come a man to seek the welfare of the children of Israel.
It “grieved” them that Nehemiah was seeking the welfare/wellbeing of the children of Israel!
Grieved means: Pained; afflicted; suffering sorrow.
Here Nehemiah (a Jew) confronts an Arab called an enemy in:
They’re called enemies in: Nehemiah 6:1King James Version (KJV)

6 Now it came to pass when Sanballat, and Tobiah, and Geshem the Arabian, and the rest of
our enemies, heard that I had builded the wall, and that there was no breach left therein; (though
at that time I had not set up the doors upon the gates;)

The Arab-Jew Conflict. It’s been going on since: Abraham
It’s Beginnings:
Genesis 16 (KJV)
16 Now Sarai Abram's wife bare him no children: and she had an handmaid, an Egyptian, whose
name was Hagar.
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2 And

Sarai said unto Abram, Behold now, the LORD hath restrained me from bearing: I pray
thee, go in unto my maid; it may be that I may obtain children by her. And Abram hearkened to
the voice of Sarai.
3 And

Sarai Abram's wife took Hagar her maid the Egyptian, after Abram had dwelt ten years in
the land of Canaan, and gave her to her husband Abram to be his wife.
4 And

he went in unto Hagar, and she conceived: and when she saw that she had conceived, her
mistress was despised in her eyes.
5 And

Sarai said unto Abram, My wrong be upon thee: I have given my maid into thy bosom; and
when she saw that she had conceived, I was despised in her eyes: the LORD judge between me
and thee.
6 But

Abram said unto Sarai, Behold, thy maid is in thine hand; do to her as it pleaseth thee. And
when Sarai dealt hardly with her, she fled from her face.
7 And

the angel of the LORD found her by a fountain of water in the wilderness, by the fountain in
the way to Shur.
8 And

he said, Hagar, Sarai's maid, whence camest thou? and whither wilt thou go? And she said,
I flee from the face of my mistress Sarai.
9 And

the angel of the LORD said unto her, Return to thy mistress, and submit thyself under her
hands.
10 And

the angel of the LORD said unto her, I will multiply thy seed exceedingly, that it shall not
be numbered for multitude.
11 And

the angel of the LORD said unto her, Behold, thou art with child and shalt bear a son, and
shalt call his name Ishmael; because the LORD hath heard thy affliction.
12 And

he will be a wild man; his hand will be against every man, and every man's hand against
him; and he shall dwell in the presence of all his brethren.
13 And

she called the name of the LORD that spake unto her, Thou God seest me: for she said,
Have I also here looked after him that seeth me?
14 Wherefore

the well was called Beerlahairoi; behold, it is between Kadesh and Bered.

15 And

Hagar bare Abram a son: and Abram called his son's name, which Hagar bare, Ishmael.

16 And

Abram was fourscore and six years old, when Hagar bare Ishmael to Abram.
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Five Prophecies Regarding Ishmael and his Descendants (the Arabs)
1.

He would have a great multitude of descendants, producing 12 princes and a great nation.

Genesis 17:20 (KJV)
20

And as for Ishmael, I have heard thee: Behold, I have blessed him, and will make him fruitful,
and will multiply him exceedingly; twelve princes shall he beget, and I will make him a great
nation.
2.

He would be a wild man.

Genesis 16:12 (KJV)
12

And he will be a wild man; his hand will be against every man, and every man's hand against
him; and he shall dwell in the presence of all his brethren.
3.

He would be extremely aggressive ("...his hand will be against every man...");

4.
Ishmael’s aggressiveness and wild behavior would not remain without consequences in the
course of his and his descendents lives. (...and every man's hand against him..."). All that has
taken place in Israel and against the Jewish people, and especially so since 1948 is predicted in
this prophecy. The offensives by the Arabs on Israel never go unanswered, as these two nations
practice an eye-for-an-eye strategy. Aggression and reprisals reflect the seemingly constant
situation in the Middle East. Palestinians terrorize Israel with suicide attacks and Israel reacts in
retaliation.
5.
Ishmael would always be at enmity with his brothers, even while being his
neighbor. (Ishmael lived in perpetual hostility towards his brothers). God foretold that although
Ishmael would be an immediate neighbor of Israel, and be a relative, yet he will always feel an
enmity with his brother.
Genesis 25:17-18 (KJV)
17

And these are the years of the life of Ishmael, an hundred and thirty and seven years: and he
gave up the ghost and died; and was gathered unto his people.
18

And they dwelt from Havilah unto Shur, that is before Egypt, as thou goest toward Assyria:
and he died in the presence of all his brethren.
Today the Arab states, with their oil reserves, are hostile toward many nations, and use their
wealth to advance hostilities towards their brethren, the Jews.
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These five prophecies give a preview of Ishmael's descendants and the ensuing conflict with
Israel. Later, the hatred of Esau against Jacob would give further rise to the complexity of the
roots of this ancient conflict.

Arab-Green Jew-Red
BRIEF FACTS ON THE ISRAELI CONFLICT....
1. Nationhood and Jerusalem. Israel became a nation in 1312 BC, Two thousand years before the
rise of Islam.
2. Arab refugees in Israel began identifying themselves as part of a Palestinian people in 1967,
two decades after the establishment of the modern State of Israel .
3. Since the Jewish conquest in 1272 BC, the Jews have had dominion over the land for one
thousand years with a continuous presence in the land for the past 3,300 years.
4. The only Arab dominion since the conquest in 635 AD lasted no more than 22 years.
5. For over 3,300 years, Jerusalem has been the Jewish capital Jerusalem has never been the
capital of any Arab or Muslim entity. Even when the Jordanians occupied Jerusalem , they never
sought to make it their capital, and Arab leaders did not come to visit.
6. Jerusalem is mentioned over 700 times in Tanach, the Jewish Holy Scriptures. Jerusalem is
not mentioned once in the Koran.
7. King David founded the city of Jerusalem. Mohammed never came to Jerusalem
8. Jews pray facing Jerusalem. Muslims pray with their backs toward Jerusalem.
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9. Arab and Jewish Refugees: in 1948 the Arab refugees were encouraged to leave Israel by Arab
leaders promising to purge the land of Jews. Sixty-eight percent left without ever seeing an
Israeli soldier.
10 The Jewish refugees were forced to flee from Arab lands due to Arab brutality, persecution
and pogroms.
11. The number of Arab refugees who left Israel in 1948 is estimated to be around 630,000. The
number of Jewish refugees from Arab lands is estimated to be the same.
12. Arab refugees were INTENTIONALLY not absorbed or integrated into the Arab lands to
which they fled, despite the vast Arab territory. Out of the 100,000,000 refugees since World
War II, theirs is the only refugee group in the world that has never been absorbed or integrated
into their own people's lands. Jewish refugees were completely absorbed into Israel, a country no
larger than the state of New Jersey.
13. The Arab-Israeli Conflict: the Arabs are represented by eight separate nations, not including
the Palestinians. There is only one Jewish nation. The Arab nations initiated all five wars and
lost. Israel defended itself each time and won.
14. The PLO's Charter still calls for the destruction of the State of Israel. Israel has given the
Palestinians most of the West Bank land, autonomy under the Palestinian Authority, and has
supplied them.
15. Under Jordanian rule, Jewish holy sites were desecrated and the Jews were denied access to
places of worship. Under Israeli rule, all Muslim and Christian sites have been preserved and
made accessible to people of all faiths.
16. The UN Record on Israel and the Arabs: of the 175 Security Council resolutions passed
before 1990, 97 were directed against Israel.
17. Of the 690 General Assembly resolutions voted on before 1990, 429 were directed against
Israel.
18. The UN was silent while 58 Jerusalem Synagogues were destroyed by the Jordanians.
19. The UN was silent while the Jordanians systematically desecrated the ancient Jewish
cemetery on the Mount of Olives.
20. The UN was silent while the Jordanians enforced an apartheid-like a policy of preventing
Jews from visiting the Temple Mount and the Western Wall.
Quote from Charles Krauthammer - The Weekly Standard, May 11, 1998
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"Israel is the very embodiment of Jewish continuity: It is the only nation on earth that inhabits
the same land, bears the same name, speaks the same language, and worships the same God that
it did 3,000 years ago. You dig the soil and you find pottery from Davidic times, coins from Bar
Kokhba, and 2,000-year-old scrolls written in a script remarkably like the one that today
advertises ice cream at the corner candy store."
The Arabs lay claim to the land of Israel because they too are descendants of Abraham, through
Ishmael, but God was careful to cover this issue as well. In Genesis 17:18-21, Isaac, not Ishmael,
was chosen of God to receive the blessing:

Genesis 17:18-21
18

And Abraham said unto God, O that Ishmael might live before thee!

19

And God said, Sarah thy wife shall bear thee a son indeed; and thou shalt call his name Isaac:
and I will establish my covenant with him for an everlasting covenant, and with his seed after
him.
20

And as for Ishmael, I have heard thee: Behold, I have blessed him, and will make him fruitful,
and will multiply him exceedingly; twelve princes shall he beget, and I will make him a great
nation.
21

But my covenant will I establish with Isaac, which Sarah shall bear unto thee at this set time in
the next year.
Abraham honors these words of God a few chapters later when he gives all his possessions
to Isaac, not Ishmael:
Genesis 25:5-6
5

And Abraham gave all that he had unto Isaac.

6

But unto the sons of the concubines, which Abraham had, Abraham gave gifts, and sent them
away from Isaac his son, while he yet lived, eastward, unto the east country.
The land grant itself extends west to the “river of Egypt” and east to the Euphrates (Gen. 15:1821). Hammath is the boundary in the north (Ezek. 48:1), while Kadesh serves as the southern
boundary (Ezek. 48:28).
Although Israel is presently living out of fellowship with God, His plan is to gather her back to
her land (Amos 9:13-15, which He has been doing for over 100 years), judge her for her sins in
the Great Tribulation (Jer. 30:7, Mat. 24:9-51, Rev. 6-16), grant her a new birth as a nation (Isa.
66:7-8, Rom. 11:25-28), renew their marriage vows (Isa. 54:1-8), and then enjoy a 1,000 year
“honeymoon” (Isa. 11:1-12, Mat. 19:28, Rev. 20:1-7).
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Israel always wins its Wars against the Arabs!
1948 Arab–Israeli War (November 1947 - July 1949) - Started as 6 months of civil war
between Jewish and Arab militias at the end of the British Mandate of Palestine and turned into a
regular war after the declaration of independence of Israel and the intervention of several Arab
armies. In its conclusion, a set of agreements were signed between Israel, Egypt, Jordan,
Lebanon and Syria, called the 1949 Armistice Agreements, which established the armistice lines
between Israel and its neighbours, also known as the Green Line.
Suez Crisis (October 1956) - A military attack on Egypt by Britain, France and Israel, beginning
on 29 October 1956, with the intention to occupy the Sinai Peninsula and to take over the Suez
Canal. The attack followed Egypt's decision of 26 July 1956 to nationalize the Suez Canal after
the withdrawal of an offer by Britain and the United States to fund the building of the Aswan
Dam. Although the Israeli invasion of the Sinai was successful, the US and USSR forced it to
retreat. Even so, Israel managed to re-open the Straits of Tiran and pacified its southern border.
Six-Day War (June 1967) - Fought between Israel and Arab neighbors Egypt, Jordan and Syria.
The nations of Iraq, Saudi Arabia, Kuwait, Algeria and others also contributed troops and arms
to the Arab forces. Following the war, the territory held by Israel expanded significantly ("The
Purple Line") : The West Bank (including East Jerusalem) from Jordan, Golan Heights from
Syria, Sinai and Gaza from Egypt.
Yom Kippur War (October 1973) - Fought from October 6 to October 26, 1973 by a coalition
of Arab states led by Egypt and Syria against Israel as a way of recapturing part of the territories
which they lost to the Israelis back in the Six-Day War. The war began with a surprise joint
attack by Egypt and Syria on the Jewish holiday of Yom Kippur. Egypt and Syria crossed the
cease-fire lines in the Sinai and Golan Heights, respectively. Eventually Arab forces were
defeated by Israel and there were no significant territorial changes.
1982 Lebanon War (1982) - Began in 6 June 1982, when the Israel Defense Forces invaded
southern Lebanon to expel the PLO from the territory. The Government of Israel ordered the
invasion as a response to the assassination attempt against Israel's ambassador to the United
Kingdom, Shlomo Argov, by the Abu Nidal Organization and due to the constant terror attacks
on northern Israel made by the Palestinian guerilla organizations which resided in Lebanon. The
war resulted in the expulsion of the PLO from Lebanon and created an Israeli Security Zone in
southern Lebanon.
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Micah 5:8
8

And the remnant of Jacob shall be among the Gentiles in the midst of many people as a lion
among the beasts of the forest, as a young lion among the flocks of sheep: who, if he go through,
both treadeth down, and teareth in pieces, and none can deliver.
Isaiah 52:12
12

For ye shall not go out with haste, nor go by flight: for the LORD will go before you; and the
God of Israel will be your reward.
Joel 2:27
27

And ye shall know that I am in the midst of Israel, and that I am the LORD your God, and none
else: and my people shall never be ashamed.
Joel 3:16
16

The LORD also shall roar out of Zion, and utter his voice from Jerusalem; and the heavens and
the earth shall shake: but the LORD will be the hope of his people, and the strength of the
children of Israel.
Psalm 122:6
6

Pray for the peace of Jerusalem: they shall prosper that love thee.

Nehemiah comes to Jerusalem.

11

So I came to Jerusalem, and was there three days.

Before Nehemiah started any work/business/his burden, he rested himself for three days from the
fatigue of the journey, as Ezra had did before him.
Ezra 8:32
32 And

we came to Jerusalem, and abode there three days.

Nehemiah makes a secret tour of Jerusalem and her walls. Verses 12-16

12

And I arose in the night, I and some few men with me; neither told I any man what my God
had put in my heart to do at Jerusalem: neither was there any beast with me, save the beast that I
rode upon.

26

A “Few men” were chosen for greater secrecy, that the business he came upon might not yet be
known. Nehemiah still did not tell anyone why he is there and what God has put on his heart.
Good leaders learn a sense of God’s timing.
It’s good for a Pastor to have a “Few Good Men” in his Ministry!

13

And I went out by night by the gate of the valley, even before the dragon well, and to the
dung port, and viewed the walls of Jerusalem, which were broken down, and the gates thereof
were consumed with fire.
It seems that Nehemiah set out from the west side of the city, and turned left towards the south,
continuing counter-clockwise.
When we get into chapter 3, we’re going to look at The Gates of Jerusalem.
**Type/Picture: Jerusalem-The Backslidden Christian.
Proverbs 25:28 (KJV)
28 He

that hath no rule over his own spirit is like a city that is broken down, and without walls.

14

Then I went on to the gate of the fountain, and to the king's pool: but there was no place for
the beast that was under me to pass.
Because of the piles of rubbish that lay there.

15

Then went I up in the night by the brook, and viewed the wall, and turned back, and entered
by the gate of the valley, and so returned.
He did not go around the whole city, but turned back and reentered by the valley gate.until
coming back to his starting point.
For the first time, Nehemiah saw with his eyes what had been reported to him, and what God had
called him to repair.
Nehemiah took time to count the cost before starting the work. He has a heart, he has faith, he
has a vision - but before that vision can become a reality, he has to see exactly what has to be
done, and what it will cost - in terms of time, effort, money, and leadership.
**Types/Pictures Nehemiah-Jesus Christ
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Jesus speaking in Luke 14:28 (KJV)
28 For

which of you, intending to build a tower, sitteth not down first, and counteth the cost,
whether he have sufficient to finish it?

16

And the rulers knew not whither I went, or what I did; neither had I as yet told it to the Jews,
nor to the priests, nor to the nobles, nor to the rulers, nor to the rest that did the work.
“You will often find it best not to commit your plans to others. If you want to serve God, go and
do it, and then let other people find it out afterwards. You have no need to tell what you are
going to do, and, I may add, there is no need for you retelling what you have done, for very, very
frequently God withdraws himself when we boast of what is being done.” Charles Spurgeon

Nehemiah chapter 1 & 2 Thoughts:
The person God uses has a burden for His people, a vision for His purpose, and a
commitment to His purpose!
First, Nehemiah saw the great need, which burdened his heart. He Prayed!
Second, he committed himself!
Third, He’s “on the job site”! He’ a “hands on guy”!

Colossians 3:23 (KJV)
23

And whatsoever ye do, do it heartily, as to the Lord, and not unto men;

Proverbs 14:23 (KJV)
23

In all labour there is profit: but the talk of the lips tendeth only to
penury.
Penury means? =Poverty!
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Pastor Hank’s Notes on: Nehemiah
Nehemiah meets with the leaders of Jerusalem.

17

Then said I unto them, Ye see the distress that we are in, how Jerusalem lieth waste, and
the gates thereof are burned with fire: come, and let us build up the wall of Jerusalem, that we
be no more a reproach.
“Ye

see the distress that we are in” Nehemiah asked them to notice the obvious: “Ye see the
distress”; sometimes, the obvious is the hardest to see.
You notice Nehemiah didn’t:
1. Blame the Priests and the Princes.
2. He didn’t play the “Blame Game”.
3. He did not brag about what God called him to do.
4. He simply identified the problem.
**Backslidden Christian/Broken Church, How about identifying the problem/self examination.
“Then said I unto them” -The Priests and Princes of the Jews.
Nehemiah came and explained his vision for the rebuilding of the walls to the leaders of the city,
there was a tremendous amount of importance attached to the meeting. Nehemiah could not do
the job by himself, and he may be in a lot of trouble if leaders didn’t support him. “and let us
build up the wall of Jerusalem” Nehemiah asks for their partnership.
Nehemiah figured if God could move upon the heart of a pagan king to partner in this work, He
certainly could move upon the hearts of His own people to join in! Nehemiah wasn’t there to do
it for them, but to partner with them in the job of restoring Jerusalem and its people.
**Just like The Pastor can’t do it all, he needs supporting Church Members and Team Work!
"that we be no more a reproach". This is fundamental or internal motivation. In other words you
must not only get a person's hands in the work, but you must get their heart also.
Reproach means: Object of contempt, scorn or derision.
At this point Nehemiah reveals his burden and commission from God; and said, “Let us build
up the wall of Jerusalem."
Nehemiah is motivated. Nehemiah is inspired!
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This project is about fortifying the fallen. It’s about reconstructing the crushed. It‘s about
removing reproach. It’s about defeating distress. Rebuilding the walls and repairing the gates
were aimed at renewing and restoring Jerusalem’s physically and Israel’s relationship with GodSpiritually.
Just like Jerusalem People’s lives are in great distress.
Their walls are broken down and their gates are burned with fire.
Their marriages are broken down.
Their homes are burned with fire.
Their families are fractured.
Their relationships are ruined.
Their bodies are unhealthy.
Their minds are confused.
Their emotions are unstable.
Their lives are unmanageable.
Their finances are flames.
The Backslidden Christian’s life is a mess!
James 1:8 says:
8A

double minded man is unstable in all his ways.

And now it’s time to rise up and build! Rebuild your life!

18

Then I told them of the hand of my God which was good upon me; as also the king's words
that he had spoken unto me. And they said, Let us rise up and build. So they strengthened their
hands for this good work.
Nehemiah’s God is my God as well!
Philippians 4:19
19 But

my God shall supply all your need according to his riches in glory by Christ Jesus.

“Hand of The Lord” “Hand of our God”. **Compare: Neh. 2:8, Ezra 7:6, 7:9, 7:28, 8:18,
8:22
Ezra led a group of Jews from Babylonian captivity back to Jerusalem to rebuild The Temple and
had The Hand of The Lord upon him as well.
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Ezra 7:28 (KJV)
28 And

hath extended mercy unto me before the king, and his counsellors, and before all the
king's mighty princes. And I was strengthened as the hand of the LORD my God was upon me,
and I gathered together out of Israel chief men to go up with me.
Opposition towards Nehemiah.

19

But when Sanballat the Horonite, and Tobiah the servant, the Ammonite, and Geshem
the Arabian, heard it, they laughed us to scorn, and despised us, and said, What is this thing that
ye do? will ye rebel against the king?
Of course, again they are met with opposition. It seems that the first reaction to almost any idea
is laughter and scorn. Sanballat and Tobiah used scorn in their attack. They wanted Nehemiah to
feel mocked, stupid, and foolish. They laughed us to scorn shows that they showed their spite
(and despised us) with a humorous edge.
Tobiah (a Jewish name) was a man of influence, being associated with the high priest’s family,
and getting help from the priests (Nehemiah 13:4). “Tobiah” was a prominent name in priestly
families for generations to come. The name “Tobiah” means “Jeovah is good” - a strange name
for a man who was an opponent of the work of God.
Sanballat was connected by marriage to priestly families (Nehemiah 13:28). An ancient
document from this period refers to Sanballat as “governor of Samaria.”
These men were Jews - were fellow brothers - of Nehemiah and the citizens of Jerusalem. We
might have thought they would have supported his work, but at this point they do not. Opposition
is always difficult; but when it comes from “brothers”, it is then mixed with the pain of betrayal
as well.
Geshem the Arabian: See previous study, Neh. 2:10. 6:1
Opposition in The: Family, Church, Coworkers…?
The people who hurt you the most were: Family, Fellow Christians…
“will ye rebel against the king?” (False accusation)
This shows that Sanballat and Tobiah had a low view of God’s authority. Their question showed
that they figured the king of Persia was the highest authority in the land.
Nehemiah’s answer to his opponents.
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20

Then answered I them, and said unto them, The God of heaven, he will prosper us;
therefore we his servants will arise and build: but ye have no portion, nor right, nor memorial, in
Jerusalem.
“Then answered I them” Nehemiah ignored their scorn. His bold, straightforward words showed
he had not been put on the defensive by their mocking, scornful attack. When faced with the
choice of pleasing man or pleasing God, Nehemiah knew exactly what he would do. Let them
mock - he would serve the LORD.
What Nehemiah is basically saying: You do your thing; we’ll do ours, just stay out of the way.
“The God of heaven” Teaching Moment: Heaven
There are in the Bible 551 references to the word: "heaven", and there are 127 references in the
Bible to the word "heavens". There are three "heavens" found in the BIBLE.
(1) The first heaven is the firmament. This heaven is the closest to the Earth. The Birds fly
in this Heaven.
Genesis 1:8
8

And God called the firmament Heaven. And the evening and the morning were the second day.

(2) The second heaven is the space is where the sun, moon and stars are located.
Deuteronomy 4:19
19

And lest thou lift up thine eyes unto heaven, and when thou seest the sun, and the moon, and
the stars, even all the host of heaven, shouldest be driven to worship them, and serve them,
which the LORD thy God hath divided unto all nations under the whole heaven.
(3) The third heaven is the location of God's throne: situate to the utter most north from
the earth. According to the Apostle Paul he was caught up to the third heaven.
2 Corinthians 12:2
2

I knew a man in Christ above fourteen years ago, (whether in the body, I cannot tell; or whether
out of the body, I cannot tell: God knoweth;) such an one caught up to the third heaven.
The location of this heaven “in the sides of the north” is shown in Scripture in
in the rebellion of Satan. God lives North!
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Isaiah 14:13
13

For thou hast said in thine heart, I will ascend into heaven, I will exalt my throne above the
stars of God: I will sit also upon the mount of the congregation, in the sides of the north:
Heaven
Created by God.
Genesis 1:1 In the beginning God created the heaven and the earth.
Everlasting.
2 Corinthians 5:1 For we know that if our earthly house of this tabernacle were dissolved, we
have a building of God, an house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens.
Immeasurable.
Jeremiah 31:37 Thus saith the LORD; If heaven above can be measured, and the foundations of
the earth searched out beneath, I will also cast off all the seed of Israel for all that they have
done, saith the LORD.
High.
Psalms 103:11 For as the heaven is high above the earth, so great is his mercy toward them that
fear him.
Holy.
Psalms 20:6 Now know I that the LORD saveth his anointed; he will hear him from his holy
heaven with the saving strength of his right hand.
God's dwelling-place.
1 Kings 8:30 And hearken thou to the supplication of thy servant, and of thy people Israel, when
they shall pray toward this place: and hear thou in heaven thy dwelling place: and when thou
hearest, forgive.
Matthew 6:9 After this manner therefore pray ye: Our Father which art in heaven, Hallowed be
thy name.
God's throne.
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Isaiah 66:1 Thus saith the LORD, The heaven is my throne, and the earth is my footstool: where
is the house that ye build unto me? and where is the place of my rest?
GOD
Is the Lord of.
Matthew 11:25 At that time Jesus answered and said, I thank thee, O Father, Lord of heaven and
earth, because thou hast hid these things from the wise and prudent, and hast revealed them unto
babes.
Reigns in.
Psalms 11:4 The LORD is in his holy temple, the LORD'S throne is in heaven: his eyes behold,
his eyelids try, the children of men.
Fills.
Jeremiah 23:24 Can any hide himself in secret places that I shall not see him? saith the LORD.
Do not I fill heaven and earth? saith the LORD.
Answers His people from.
1 Chronicles 21:26 And David built there an altar unto the LORD, and offered burnt offerings
and peace offerings, and called upon the LORD; and he answered him from heaven by fire upon
the altar of burnt offering.
Sends His judgments from.
Genesis 19:24 Then the LORD rained upon Sodom and upon Gomorrah brimstone and fire from
the LORD out of heaven;
CHRIST
As Mediator, entered into.
Hebrews 9:24 For Christ is not entered into the holy places made with hands, which are the
figures of the true; but into heaven itself, now to appear in the presence of God for us:
Is all-powerful in.
Matthew 28:18 And Jesus came and spake unto them, saying, All power is given unto me in
heaven and in earth.
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1 Peter 3:22 Who is gone into heaven, and is on the right hand of God; angels and authorities
and powers being made subject unto him.
Angels are in.
Matthew 18:10 Take heed that ye despise not one of these little ones; for I say unto you, That in
heaven their angels do always behold the face of my Father which is in heaven.
Names of saints are written in.
Luke 10:20 Notwithstanding in this rejoice not, that the spirits are subject unto you; but rather
rejoice, because your names are written in heaven.
Saints rewarded in.
Matthew 5:12 Rejoice, and be exceeding glad: for great is your reward in heaven: for so
persecuted they the prophets which were before you.
1 Peter 1:4 To an inheritance incorruptible, and undefiled, and that fadeth not away, reserved in
heaven for you,
Repentance occasions joy in.
Luke 15:7 I say unto you, that likewise joy shall be in heaven over one sinner that repenteth,
more than over ninety and nine just persons, which need no repentance.
Lay up treasure in.
Matthew 6:20 But lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust doth
corrupt, and where thieves do not break through nor steal:
Flesh and blood cannot inherit.
1 Corinthians 15:50 Now this I say, brethren, that flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of
God; neither doth corruption inherit incorruption.
Happiness of, described.
Revelation 7:16-17 They shall hunger no more, neither thirst any more; neither shall the sun
light on them, nor any heat. For the Lamb which is in the midst of the throne shall feed them, and
shall lead them unto living fountains of waters: and God shall wipe away all tears from their
eyes.
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IS CALLED :The kingdom of Christ and of God.
Ephesians 5:5 For this ye know, that no whoremonger, nor unclean person, nor covetous man,
who is an idolater, hath any inheritance in the kingdom of Christ and of God.
The Father's house.
John 14:2 In my Father's house are many mansions: if it were not so, I would have told you. I go
to prepare a place for you.
A heavenly country.
Hebrews 11:16 But now they desire a better country, that is, an heavenly: wherefore God is not
ashamed to be called their God: for he hath prepared for them a city.
A rest. Hebrews 4:9 There remaineth therefore a rest to the people of God.
Paradise.
2 Corinthians 12:2 I knew a man in Christ above fourteen years ago, (whether in the body, I
cannot tell; or whether out of the body, I cannot tell: God knoweth;) such an one caught up to the
third heaven.
The wicked excluded from.
Galatians 5:21 Envyings, murders, drunkenness, revellings, and such like: of the which I tell
you before, as I have also told you in time past, that they which do such things shall not inherit
the kingdom of God.
Ephesians 5:5 For this ye know, that no whoremonger, nor unclean person, nor covetous man,
who is an idolater, hath any inheritance in the kingdom of Christ and of God.
Enoch and Elijah were translated into.
Genesis 5:24 And Enoch walked with God: and he was not; for God took him.
Hebrews 11:5 By faith Enoch was translated that he should not see death; and was not found,
because God had translated him: for before his translation he had this testimony, that he pleased
God.
2 Kings 2:11 And it came to pass, as they still went on, and talked, that, behold, there appeared
a chariot of fire, and horses of fire, and parted them both asunder; and Elijah went up by a
whirlwind into heaven.
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Gates and Walls in the Time of Nehemiah
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Nehemiah 3

THE BUILDING OF THE WALLS-Chapter Overview
Nehemiah 3 is all about work - how individuals pitched in and did the work together,
coordinated and led by Nehemiah. You have Priests, Ordinary People, Merchants etc… all
working to repair the Walls and Gates!
And what Nehemiah does is that he takes the families that lives closest to the Walls/Gates and
assigns/gives them a portion of the repair work based on where the where the families live in
close proximity to the Walls/Gates. Look at verse 10:
And that’s “good psychology” why? Because you’re fixing the Walls/Gates closest to your own
Home! You might do a better job at repairing of the Walls/Gates near you’re your own Home in
the event of an attack!
The Record of the Builders & the names and the people who worked. Work has begun!

1 Then

Eliashib the high priest rose up with his brethren the priests, and they builded the
sheep gate; they sanctified it, and set up the doors of it; even unto the tower of Meah they
sanctified it, unto the tower of Hananeel.
Eliashib the high priest: This was the first worker mentioned. He rose up to do the work with
the other priests, and they worked at rebuilding the Sheep Gate and the section of wall near there.
Eliashib the high priest acted as a godly leader should; he was out in front of the work, leading
by example. He did not act as if he was too “spiritual” for the hard work of rebuilding the walls.
A good example for Pastors!
“The Sheep Gate”: The work is described in reference to the gates of the wall. The Gates were
the critical entry and exit points to the city, and the places most likely to see an enemy attack.
Therefore the work started at each gate and worked out from there.
We have 10 Gates listed in Nehemiah. They are Physical Gates and there are Spiritual
applications to these Gates as well!

Gate # 1. The Sheep Gate. Pastoring Souls!
The Sheep Gate was so named because it was the gate where shepherds brought their flocks to
sell them.
Spiritual application: Jesus is the true Sheep Gate and all must come by trusting in Him to
be saved!
The high priest Eliashib with his brethren and priests built the Sheep Gate and set up its doors.
This is first gate mentioned. The Spiritual meaning of the Sheep Gate is that the high priest was
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building it and that through the Sheep Gate lambs and sheep were brought to the temple, in
which they were offered. Jesus Christ is the High Priest of New Covenant, who is the Lamb, who
was offered for the sake of our sins. The high priest was setting up doors of the Sheep Gate,
which means that Jesus is the Door of the sheep.
Jesus said in John 10:7(KJV)
7

Then said Jesus unto them again, Verily, verily, I say unto you, I am the door of the sheep.

They Sanctified it: The idea behind Sanctification is to recognize something as special, as
uniquely set apart for God’s glory and service. These city gates were made special to God.
Nehemiah and Eliashib knew that God wanted everything set apart special to Him, including
these city walls and gates.
Sanctify (Webster’s 1828): To separate, set apart or appoint to a holy, sacred or religious use.

Verse 2

And next unto him builded the men of Jericho. And next to them builded Zaccur the son

of Imri.
They did the important job of building up the walls of protection and security for Jerusalem.

3

But the fish gate did the sons of Hassenaah build, who also laid the beams thereof, and set up
the doors thereof, the locks thereof, and the bars thereof.

Gate # 2. Then you have The Fish Gate: This gate got its name because of the nearby fish
market. The sons of Hassenaah did the work of rebuilding the gate while others helped.
Spiritual application: Winning Souls!
After the Sheep Gate redemption in the blood of the Lord Jesus begins the fishing of men; in
other words, the preaching of gospel from Jesus Christ. Jesus Christ said that He will make from
His disciples fishers of men. The Fish Gate means preaching of gospel and the fishing of men to
the kingdom of God.
Matthew 4:19 (KJV)
19

And he saith unto them, Follow me, and I will make you fishers of men.

The old saying goes: “Get the Sheep Gate fixed and the Fish will come!”…

4

And next unto them repaired Meremoth the son of Urijah, the son of Koz. And next unto them
repaired Meshullam the son of Berechiah, the son of Meshezabeel. And next unto them repaired
Zadok the son of Baana.
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The word “repaired” occurs 35 times in chapter 3!

5

And next unto them the Tekoites repaired; but their nobles put not their necks to the work of
their LORD.
The Tekoites did their work. The people of the city of Tekoa (10 miles south of Jerusalem) were
more than willing to work - but their nobles did not put their shoulders to the work of their
Lord. For the most part, people joined in - but not everybody. These nobles from the city of
Tekoa thought they were above the hard work, so they didn’t join in.
Builders near the Old Gate.

6

Moreover the old gate repaired Jehoiada the son of Paseah, and Meshullam the son of
Besodeiah; they laid the beams thereof, and set up the doors thereof, and the locks thereof, and
the bars thereof.
Spiritual application: Doing thing “The Old Fashioned Way!”
Gate # 3. The Old Gate: Speaks of the old paths and the old truths of the Word of God!
Jeremiah 6:16 (KJV)
16

Thus saith the LORD, Stand ye in the ways, and see, and ask for the old paths, where is the
good way, and walk therein, and ye shall find rest for your souls. But they said, We will not
walk therein.
Discussion: Examples of Society and Churches not walking in the Old Paths?

7

And next unto them repaired Melatiah the Gibeonite, and Jadon the Meronothite, the men of
Gibeon, and of Mizpah, unto the throne of the governor on this side the river.

8

Next unto him repaired Uzziel the son of Harhaiah, of the goldsmiths. Next unto him also
repaired Hananiah the son of one of the apothecaries, and they fortified Jerusalem unto the
broad wall.
We have a lot of names mentioned here in chapter three, why? Because God keeps records!
It was called The Broad Wall because was double the width=20 feet wide. The Broad Wall is
mentioned in Nehemiah 12:38.
Charles Spurgeon: "The Broad Wall."—Nehemiah 3:8.
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IT SEEMS that around Jerusalem of old, in the time of her splendor, there was a broad wall,
which was her defence and her glory. Jerusalem is a type of the Church of God. It is always well
when we can see clearly, distinctly, and plainly, that around the Church to which we belong there
runs a broad wall. This idea of a broad wall around the Church suggests three things: separation,
security, and enjoyment.
I. First, the SEPARATION of the people of God from the world is like that broad wall
surrounding the holy city of Jerusalem.
II. Secondly; the broad wall round about Jerusalem INDICATED SAFETY.
III. The idea of a broad wall, SUGGESTS ENJOYMENT.

verse 9

And next unto them repaired Rephaiah the son of Hur, the ruler of the half part of
Jerusalem.
Now Nehemiah is now the Governor of Jerusalem and he divides Jerusalem into two parts, You
have “Mayor” Rephaiah the son of Hur ruling half and in verse 12 Shallum the son of Halohesh
is ruling the second half.
Rephaiah worked on this section of the wall. Here was another leader who knew real leadership
is hands on and working - being a servant, instead of expecting others to do it for you.

10

And next unto them repaired Jedaiah the son of Harumaph, even over against his house. And
next unto him repaired Hattush the son of Hashabniah.
Five times in the Nehemiah 3, it speaks of those who worked on the section right in front of their
house. Often, we need to give attention to the work of God right at our own homes. If the work
needs to be done anywhere, it needs to be done at our homes.

11

Malchijah the son of Harim, and Hashub the son of Pahathmoab, repaired the other piece, and
the tower of the furnaces.
Malchijah son of Harim: This man is mentioned in Ezra 10:31 as one of the men who was
confronted by Ezra for the sin of taking on a pagan wife. That was many years before this, so
Malchijah got things right with God and now, years later, he’s serving Him.
A believer should never let a past failure get in the way of serving God. Repent, set it right, make
a stand for righteousness - and get on serving the LORD.

12

And next unto him repaired Shallum the son of Halohesh, the ruler of the half part of
Jerusalem, he and his daughters.
It’s nice to see the girls working! It’s the only place in Nehemiah that Women are working!
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13

The valley gate repaired Hanun, and the inhabitants of Zanoah; they built it, and set up the
doors thereof, the locks thereof, and the bars thereof, and a thousand cubits on the wall unto the
dung gate.
Gate # 4: The Valley Gate overlooked the Kidron Valley.
Spiritual application: Our life has its ups and downs.
The Valley Gate represents the varied spiritual experiences that we have to go through for
spiritual growth. Life involves peaks and valleys. Psalm 23:4 (KJV)
4 Yea,

though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil: for thou art
with me; thy rod and thy staff they comfort me.

14

But the dung gate repaired Malchiah the son of Rechab, the ruler of part of Bethhaccerem; he
built it, and set up the doors thereof, the locks thereof, and the bars thereof.
Gate # 5: The Dung Gate.
The Dung Gate was located at the southwest corner of the wall, and used for the disposal of
garbage and dung. It led out to the Valley Of Hinnom.
Spiritual application:
The Dung Gate spiritual meaning is that sin, which is smelling bad and destroys, our heart and
mind, must put away, by the dying of the flesh.
2 Corinthians 7:1 (KJV)
7 Having therefore these promises, dearly beloved, let us cleanse ourselves from all filthiness of
the flesh and spirit, perfecting holiness in the fear of God.
Isaiah 1:16 (KJV)
16 Wash

you, make you clean; put away the evil of your doings from before mine eyes; cease to

do evil;
Philippians 3:8 (KJV)
8 Yea

doubtless, and I count all things but loss for the excellency of the knowledge of Christ
Jesus my Lord: for whom I have suffered the loss of all things, and do count them but dung, that
I may win Christ,
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Verse 15

But the gate of the fountain repaired Shallun the son of Colhozeh, the ruler of part of
Mizpah; he built it, and covered it, and set up the doors thereof, the locks thereof, and the bars
thereof, and the wall of the pool of Siloah by the king's garden, and unto the stairs that go down
from the city of David.
Gate # 6: The Gate of the Fountain.
This gate was next to the Pool of Siloam. The pool of Siloam is same place where Jesus said to
the blind man to wash up, John 9:7.
John 9:7 (KJV)
7 And

said unto him, Go, wash in the pool of Siloam, (which is by interpretation, Sent.) He went
his way therefore, and washed, and came seeing.
Spiritual application:
This gate represents the Holy Spirit which works with the Word to save and wells up within
giving power to the new life in Christ.
John 7:37-39 (KJV) says:
37 In

the last day, that great day of the feast, Jesus stood and cried, saying, If any man thirst, let
him come unto me, and drink.
38 He

that believeth on me, as the scripture hath said, out of his belly shall flow rivers of living
water.
39 (But

this spake he of the Spirit, which they that believe on him should receive: for the Holy
Ghost was not yet given; because that Jesus was not yet glorified.)
By the King’s Garden: Charles Spurgeon preached a beautiful sermon on this text, where he
spoke of six different gardens of the King: Eden, Gesthemane, the Garden Tomb, the human
heart, the church as a whole, and the garden of Paradise in heaven.
Observations on Nehemiah 3 so far:
This chapter shows the need for believers to work together to accomplish something.
It pleased God to see His people working together in one accord, with one heart, with one mind.
God will put us into situations where we must work together, and learn how to lead, how to
follow, how to work together with one heart and mind.
This is the way The Church should be: Acts 2:46 (KJV)
46 And

they, continuing daily with one accord in the temple, and breaking bread from house to
house, did eat their meat with gladness and singleness of heart,
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The Record of the Builders & the names and the people who worked cont...

Verse 16

After him repaired Nehemiah the son of Azbuk, the ruler of the half part of Bethzur,
unto the place over against the sepulchres of David, and to the pool that was made, and unto the
house of the mighty.
Nehemiah the son of Azbuk- One of the leaders of the first expedition from Babylon to
Jerusalem. (Ezra 2:2; Nehemiah 7:7)
The tombs of David were graves dug out of the rock of the side of the temple mount. These
tombs were considered as a memorial. The pool was apparently near what is called the house of
the mighty, most likely the barracks for David’s men of valor.
Acts 2:29
29

Men and brethren, let me freely speak unto you of the patriarch David, that he is both dead and
buried, and his sepulchre is with us unto this day.
Modern times
The Jews and Christians were banned for hundreds of years to freely visit the site. This changed
in 1948 when the Independent Israel received control over the Holy site, and after the city was
reunited in 1967 the site became one of the major Religious sites in the Holy Land, cherished by
the three religions.

17

After him repaired the Levites, Rehum the son of Bani. Next unto him repaired Hashabiah,
the ruler of the half part of Keilah, in his part.

18

After him repaired their brethren, Bavai the son of Henadad, the ruler of the half part of
Keilah.

19

And next to him repaired Ezer the son of Jeshua, the ruler of Mizpah, another piece over
against the going up to the armoury at the turning of the wall.

20

After him Baruch the son of Zabbai earnestly repaired the other piece, from the turning of the
wall unto the door of the house of Eliashib the high priest.
See how Baruch worked? He worked Earnestly!
Earnestly means: Warmly; zealously; importunately; eagerly; with real desire.
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God not only gives credit by listing the names of the people who worked, but He notices HOW
YOU WORK!
Our Work for The Lord will be Judged at The Judgment Seat of Christ!
1 Corinthians 3:10-15 (KJV) says:
10 According

to the grace of God which is given unto me, as a wise masterbuilder, I have laid the
foundation, and another buildeth thereon. But let every man take heed how he buildeth
thereupon.
11 For

other foundation can no man lay than that is laid, which is Jesus Christ.

12 Now

if any man build upon this foundation gold, silver, precious stones, wood, hay, stubble;

13 Every

man's work shall be made manifest: for the day shall declare it, because it shall be
revealed by fire; and the fire shall try every man's work of what sort it is.
14 If

any man's work abide which he hath built thereupon, he shall receive a reward.

15 If

any man's work shall be burned, he shall suffer loss: but he himself shall be saved; yet so as
by fire.
Are we working Earnestly for The Lord?

21

After him repaired Meremoth the son of Urijah the son of Koz another piece, from the door of
the house of Eliashib even to the end of the house of Eliashib.

22

And after him repaired the priests, the men of the plain.

23

After him repaired Benjamin and Hashub over against their house. After him repaired
Azariah the son of Maaseiah the son of Ananiah by his house.
The names of the men who are said to have made repairs in front of his house are interesting:
Nehemiah 3:10 mentions Jedaiah, and his name means He who calls unto God. Our homes
must be places of prayer, where the family calls unto God.
Nehemiah 3:23 mentions Benjamin, and his name means Son of my right hand, speaking of a
protector. Our homes must be places of protection and peace.
Nehemiah 3:29 mentions Zadok, and his name means Justice. Our homes must be places of
justice and integrity, especially with integrity regarding our marital vows and promises.
Nehemiah 3:30 mentions Meshullam, and his name means Devoted. Our homes must be places
of devotion and separation to God.
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24

After him repaired Binnui the son of Henadad another piece, from the house of Azariah unto
the turning of the wall, even unto the corner.

25

Palal the son of Uzai, over against the turning of the wall, and the tower which lieth out from
the king's high house, that was by the court of the prison. After him Pedaiah the son of
Parosh.
“the king's high house, that was by the court of the prison” First mention of this place. In the
last days of Israel this is where Jeremiah is held before Nebuchadnezzar comes in.
Jeremiah 32:2
2
For then the king of Babylon's army besieged Jerusalem: and Jeremiah the prophet was shut up
in the court of the prison, which was in the king of Judah's house.

26

Moreover the Nethinims dwelt in Ophel, unto the place over against the water gate toward
the east, and the tower that lieth out.
The Nethinims: Servants of the priests and Levites in the menial services about the tabernacle
and temple. When Joshua discovered that he had been lied to by the Gibeonites into a covenant
he let them live, but he reduced their tribe to servitude.
Joshua 9:23
23
Now therefore ye are cursed, and there shall none of you be freed from being bondmen, and
hewers of wood and drawers of water for the house of my God.
Gate # 7: The Water Gate
This gate was located next to the fountain gate as the two often go together.
Spiritual application:
The water gate is a picture of the word of God and its effect in our life.
Ephesians 5:26
26
That he might sanctify and cleanse it with the washing of water by the word,

27

After them the Tekoites repaired another piece, over against the great tower that lieth out,
even unto the wall of Ophel.
The Tekoites weren’t satisfied with the significant work they did before - they went on to do
even more work. They weren’t going to let the bad example of their nobles who did no work
(Nehemiah 3:5) keep them from working above and beyond the call of duty.
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28

From above the horse gate repaired the priests, every one over against his house.

Gate # 8: The Horse Gate
This gate was next to the King’s palace and where the soldiers of the King rode through going in
and out to battle.
Spiritual application:
The Lord Jesus will come out of heaven on a white horse to make battle. We will be with Him
but the battle is the Lord’s.
Revelation 19:11-14
11 And

I saw heaven opened, and behold a white horse; and he that sat upon him was called
Faithful and True, and in righteousness he doth judge and make war.
12 His

eyes were as a flame of fire, and on his head were many crowns; and he had a name
written, that no man knew, but he himself.
13 And

he was clothed with a vesture dipped in blood: and his name is called The Word of God.

14 And

the armies which were in heaven followed him upon white horses, clothed in fine linen,
white and clean.

Verse 29

After them repaired Zadok the son of Immer over against his house. After him
repaired also Shemaiah the son of Shechaniah, the keeper of the east gate.
Gate #9: The East Gate
Facing the Mount of Olives on the eastern side of the Old City of Jerusalem is the Golden,
Beautiful or Eastern Gate. The Bible indicates that Jesus passed through this gate many times
while he was in Jerusalem. Jewish religious tradition teaches that the coming Messiah will enter
Jerusalem through this gate. To prevent this, the Muslims sealed the gate during the rule of
Suleiman.
Acts 3:2
2

And a certain man lame from his mother's womb was carried, whom they laid daily at the gate
of the temple which is called Beautiful, to ask alms of them that entered into the temple;
Spiritual application:
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Jesus ascended up into Heaven from the Mount of Olives, which overlooks the Eastern Gate to
the west. But the Lord shall return and open the gate, and rebuild the Temple, and Israel shall
know the Lord. The Gate is sealed:
Ezekiel 44:1-3
1 Then he brought me back the way of the gate of the outward sanctuary which looketh toward
the east; and it was shut.
2 Then

said the LORD unto me; This gate shall be shut, it shall not be opened, and no man shall
enter in by it; because the LORD, the God of Israel, hath entered in by it, therefore it shall be shut.
3 It

is for the prince; the prince, he shall sit in it to eat bread before the LORD; he shall enter by
the way of the porch of that gate, and shall go out by the way of the same.
The Lord will return and open The Gate!
Zechariah 14:4
4 And

his feet shall stand in that day upon the mount of Olives, which is before Jerusalem on the
east, and the mount of Olives shall cleave in the midst thereof toward the east and toward the
west, and there shall be a very great valley; and half of the mountain shall remove toward the
north, and half of it toward the south.

Sealed East Gate in the old city wall of Jerusalem.
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30

After him repaired Hananiah the son of Shelemiah, and Hanun the sixth son of Zalaph,
another piece. After him repaired Meshullam the son of Berechiah over against his chamber.
The word chamber - it refers to a singular room. Meshullam had only one small room, yet he
was devoted to God and to the work of rebuilding the walls. It is better to be devoted to God in
one small room than to have a mansion and have a heart cold to God.

31

After him repaired Malchiah the goldsmith's son unto the place of the Nethinims, and of the
merchants, over against the gate Miphkad, and to the going up of the corner.
Gate # 10: The Gate Miphkad
This is the gate of inspection, numbering and gathering. This was the gate where people were
summoned together to hear an important decree or message, for troops to be inspected, or for
people to be numbered.
Spiritual application:
This speaks of The Judgment Seat of Christ where our lives are inspected and rewarded.
The Judgment Seat of Christ:
This judgment is mentioned by name in Romans 14:10 and in II Corinthians 5:10. It is a special
judgment for Christians only, a judgment where we will be judged for our Christian service and
rewarded. According to I Corinthians 3:11-15, some Christians will suffer great LOSS of
rewards as well.
Romans 14:10
10

But why dost thou judge thy brother? or why dost thou set at nought thy brother? for we shall
all stand before the judgment seat of Christ.

32

And between the going up of the corner unto the sheep gate repaired the goldsmiths and the
merchants.
“goldsmiths and the merchants” Different people with different Business Professions are
working together!
Observations on Nehemiah 3:
1. This chapter shows the need for believers to work together to accomplish something.
a. It pleased God to see His people working together in one accord, with one heart, with
one mind. God will put us into situations where we must work together, and learn how to
lead, how to follow, how to work together with one heart and mind.
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b. The wall was continuous. Any gap compromised the entire structure. Therefore, each
space at the wall was important - even if someone did not think so. As well, the wall
could never be strong if someone was tearing it down at a different section.
2. The work done was a reflection on the family - almost everyone mentioned is mentioned as
the son of someone.
a. It is in the family our children learn how to work, and parents must be committed to
teaching their children how to be hard workers. In a spiritual sense, our hard work - or
lack of it - is a reflection on our spiritual family. Each Christian should be a good
reflection of their spiritual family.
3. Evidence of Nehemiah’s leadership.
a. Nehemiah was an effective leader because he made each man accountable for his work.
Each man had a section of wall he was responsible for, and it was known he was
responsible for it. No one wanted it to be seen that they were a poor worker in God’s
cause.
a. By giving each man a sense of responsibility for the work, they helped ensure the work
would be done right. It made each man accountable.
b. Nehemiah was an effective leader because he noted who did the work and who didn’t the list demonstrates this.
c. Nehemiah was an effective leader because he organized the work for maximum
efficiency. Everyone had their section, and the work was organized around the gates - the
places most needful of the work.
d. Nehemiah was an effective leader because he knew where to start. He began with the
spiritual aspect of the work (the high priest’s work is mentioned first), and by
consecrating everything to God.
e. Nehemiah was an effective leader because he got both “high” and “low” in “Society”
to join together in doing the work. The leaders and the high priest worked together with
the man who lived in a single room.
f. Nehemiah was an effective leader because he was willing to let people try new things goldsmiths, priests, and perfumers all because construction workers.
g. Nehemiah was an effective leader because he made people focus on their own house
first.
h. Nehemiah was an effective leader because he didn’t disqualify people because of a
past of sin and compromise.
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Nehemiah 4
This chapter records the hostility and bitterness of Israel's neighbors when they became aware of
Nehemiah's rebuilding the city's fortifications. Sanballat in Samaria on the north, Tobiah and the
Ammonites on the east, Geshem and his Arabs to the south, and the Ashdodites and all the
Philistines who had hated Israel from the times of Saul and David, - all of these surrounding
neighbors were outraged and disgusted with the prospect of Jerusalem's restoration; and they
opposed it in every way possible.
It’s been said: “"Nothing makes the enemies of the Lord's work anymore angry than the success
of God's people.”
Chapter 4: THE ENEMIES BEGIN THEIR ATTACK WITH RIDICULE AND MOCKERY

Verse 1

But it came to pass, that when Sanballat heard that we builded the wall, he was wroth,
and took great indignation, and mocked the Jews.
Indignation: Anger or extreme anger, mingled with contempt, disgust or abhorrence.
Mocked: The root meaning of this word means to imitate, and it refers to scorn; ridicule;
derision; contempt.
Proverbs 14:9
9

Fools make a mock at sin: but among the righteous there is favour.

They Mocked Our Lord Jesus! Matthew 20:19
19

And shall deliver him to the Gentiles to mock, and to scourge, and to crucify him: and the third
day he shall rise again.
Remember, the first two things that happen when you start to build, are:
1. They’ll try to join with you/Ezra 4.
2. They’ll make fun of you! Remember Chapter 2:19 as well?
For Pastors: Make sure you have the right people doing the work!
Sanballat: Mentioned earlier in chapter 2:10, 2:19
Was a Samaritan leader and official of The Persian Empire who was one of the chief opponents
of the Jewish governor Nehemiah during Nehemiah’s efforts to rebuild the walls of Jerusalem
and carrying out his reforms among the Jews.
Who are The Samaritans?
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The Samaritans were a group of people who lived in Samaria – an area north of Jerusalem. They
were half-Jews and half-Gentiles. When Assyria captured the northern kingdom of Israel in 721
B.C. some were taken in captivity while others left behind. The ones left behind intermarried
with the Assyrians. Thus these people were neither fully Hebrews nor fully Gentiles.
The Jews and The Samaritans did not get along together during, Ezra/Nehemiah’s day:
Ezra 4
4 Now when the adversaries of Judah and Benjamin heard that the children of the captivity
builded the temple unto the LORD God of Israel;
2 Then

they came to Zerubbabel, and to the chief of the fathers, and said unto them, Let us build
with you: for we seek your God, as ye do; and we do sacrifice unto him since the days of
Esarhaddon king of Assur, which brought us up hither.
3 But

Zerubbabel, and Jeshua, and the rest of the chief of the fathers of Israel, said unto them, Ye
have nothing to do with us to build an house unto our God; but we ourselves together will
build unto the LORD God of Israel, as king Cyrus the king of Persia hath commanded us.
4 Then

the people of the land weakened the hands of the people of Judah, and troubled them in
building,
5 And

hired counsellors against them, to frustrate their purpose, all the days of Cyrus king of
Persia, even until the reign of Darius king of Persia.
The Jews and The Samaritans did not get along during Jesus's day:
John 4:9
9

Then saith the woman of Samaria unto him, How is it that thou, being a Jew, askest drink of
me, which am a woman of Samaria? for the Jews have no dealings with the Samaritans.
Samaria or Samaritans are mentioned in The New Testament books of Matthew, Luke, John and
Acts. The best known reference to the Samaritans is the Parable of the Good Samaritan, found in
the book of Luke. The following references are found:
When instructing his disciples as to how they should spread the word, Jesus tells them not to visit
any Gentile or Samaritan city, but instead go to the "lost sheep of Israel". Matthew 10:5-6
A Samaritan village rejects a request from Jesus for hospitality because the villagers did not want
to facilitate a pilgrimage to Jerusalem, a practice which they saw as a violation of the Law of
Moses. Luke 9:51-53
The Parable of the Good Samaritan. Luke 10:30-37.
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Jesus healed ten lepers, of whom only one returned to praise God, and he was a
Samaritan. Luke 17:11-19, esp. 17:16
Jesus asks a Samaritan woman of Sychar for water from Jacob's Well. Thereafter many of the
Samaritans from her town become followers of Jesus. This woman considered herself and her
people to be Israelites, descendants of Jacob. John 4:4-42
Jesus is accused of being a Samaritan and being demon-possessed. He denies having a demon,
but makes no comment on the Samaritan accusation. John
Christ tells them that they would receive power when the Holy Spirit comes upon them, and that
they would be his witnesses in "Jerusalem, and in all Judaea, and in Samaria, and unto the
uttermost part of the earth." Acts 1:8
The Apostles are being persecuted. Philip preaches the Gospel to a city in Samaria; and the
Apostles in Jerusalem hear about it. So they sent the Apostles Peter and John who would pray for
and lay hands on the baptized believers; and they then "received" the Holy Spirit (vs. 17). Then
they returned to Jerusalem, preaching the Gospel "in many villages of the Samaritans". Acts 8:125
Acts 9:31 says that at that time the churches had "rest throughout all Judaea and Galilee and
Samaria".
Acts 15:2-3 says that Paul and Barnabas were "being brought on their way by the church" and
that they passed through "Phenice and Samaria, declaring the conversion of the Gentiles".
Are there anymore Samaritans?
Once a large community of over a million in late Roman times, the Samaritans shrank to several
tens of thousands in the wake of the bloody suppression of the Third Samaritan Revolt (529 CE)
against the Byzantine Christian rulers and mass conversion to Islam in the Early Muslim period
of Palestine.
As of January 1, 2012, the population was 751, divided between Kiryat Luza on Mount
Gerizim and the city of Holon, just outside Tel Aviv. Most Samaritans in Israel today speak
Arabic and Modern Hebrew. For liturgical purposes, Samaritan Hebrew, Samaritan Aramaic,
and Samaritan Arabic are used, all written in the Samaritan alphabet, a variant of the Old Hebrew
alphabet, which is distinct from the Hebrew alphabet. Hebrew and later Aramaic were languages
in use by the Jewish and Samaritan inhabitants of Judea prior to the Roman exile.

verse 2

And he spake before his brethren and the army of Samaria, and said, What do these
feeble Jews? will they fortify themselves? will they sacrifice? will they make an end in a day?
will they revive the stones out of the heaps of the rubbish which are burned?
The answer is yes they will and yes they did!
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That’s what The Arabs said in 1919 when The Jews returned back to after The Balfour
Declaration was signed on November 2, 1917!
The nature of the insults heaped upon the Jews here was calculated to discourage them. They
were called, "feeble Jews".
Vs. 2, "Will they fortify themselves?” was asked in a tone of unbelief.
“Will they sacrifice?” has the idea of, “Will they seek God through sacrifice and expect Him to
miraculously build the walls?
“Will they make an end in a day?” has the idea of “Do they have any idea what they are taking
on? This isn’t an easy project.”
“Will they revive the stones out of the heaps of the rubbish which are burned?” is a charge that
the Jews did not have the material to rebuild the walls. The stones from the vast majority of the
ruined walls were in excellent condition.
Remember: Nehemiah did in fact have legal protection from the king (proven by the letters
mentioned in Nehemiah 2:7), Sanballat and Tobiah had no authority to actually stop the work.
All they could do was to discourage the Jews into stopping.
“Let no feeling of discouragement prey upon you, and in the end you are sure to succeed.”
– Abraham Lincoln
“It is not time for despair, but for repair.”
― Gary Montecalvo

3

Now Tobiah the Ammonite was by him, and he said, Even that which they build, if a fox go
up, he shall even break down their stone wall.
Foxes were mentioned from their having been known in large numbers to infest the ruined walls
of Jerusalem, as recorded in:
Lamentations 5:18
18 Because

of the mountain of Zion, which is desolate, the foxes walk upon it.

“their stone wall” Their stone wall, just a thought: maybe it’s God’s Wall?! He was criticizing
God’s wall, God’s work. Critics who bring nothing but discouragement often miss what God is
doing; because they don’t like the wall, they can’t believe it is God’s work. In the same way, the
church is God’s church; Jesus loves His bride. One should always be careful about the way you
talk about Jesus’ bride.
Nehemiah comes against their discouraging attack with Prayer!
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4

Hear, O our God; for we are despised: and turn their reproach upon their own head, and give
them for a prey in the land of captivity:
Nehemiah’s response was a great example. He didn’t debate, he didn’t form a committee, he
didn’t even deal with the two enemies directly. Instead, he took it to God in prayer! For
Nehemiah, prayer was a first resource, not a last resort. When times of opposition come, God
wants us to rely on Him - and the purest way of expressing our reliance on God is through
prayer!

5

And cover not their iniquity, and let not their sin be blotted out from before thee: for they have
provoked thee to anger before the builders.
This is called a Imprecatory prayer which is a prayer asking God to kill, maim, curse, send
into eternal damnation, or otherwise harm an enemy.
Nehemiah then asked God to battle their enemies for them. He depended on God to fight the
battle. God gave him a work to do, and he would not be distracted from it.
This prayer seems pretty tough, but prayers in the Psalms are even tougher. See Psalms 35, 55 &
109 as an example.
This is an Old Testament Prayer. We’re in New Testament now where Jesus says:
Matthew 5:44
44 But

I say unto you, Love your enemies, bless them that curse you, do good to them that hate
you, and pray for them which despitefully use you, and persecute you;
The result after the attack and Nehemiah’s defense in prayer: the work continues on with greater
and greater strength.

Verse 6

So built we the wall; and all the wall was joined together unto the half thereof: for the
people had a mind to work.
Half the Wall has been complete!
God answered the prayer by giving them all a mind to work.
“Critics demoralize. Leaders encourage. When the critics spoke, the workmen heard them and
were demoralized. But when the capable leader stepped up and said, ‘Let’s look at it God’s way,
stay at the job,’ the crew members were back in there.” - Charles Swindoll
We have two Types throughout The Books of Ezra & Nehemiah:
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1. The Jews are returning back to Jerusalem and rebuilding, just like they did in 1919, 1948 and
present day.
2. This is a Type of a Christian trying to do something for God and getting opposed!
Here comes more trouble!

7

But it came to pass, that when Sanballat, and Tobiah, and the Arabians, and the Ammonites,
and the Ashdodites, heard that the walls of Jerusalem were made up, and that the breaches
began to be stopped, then they were very wroth,
“the Arabians, and the Ammonites, and the Ashdodites”
Remember earlier: The Arab-Jew conflict?
Here you have three Arab Hermetic groups against the Jews.
1. The Arabians: Are descendants from Abraham’s son Ishmael which was born of Abraham's
marriage to Sarah's handmaiden Hagar, Genesis 16:3.
2. The Ammonites: Are descendants from Lot’s incestuous relationship with his two daughters
which were from his Egyptian wife, Genesis 13.
3. The Asdodites: Were a half breed from the Philistines, Ham’s son Canaan, Genesis chapter 10.
“and that the breaches began to be stopped, then they were very wroth,”
On the one hand, this was serious: the wall was built to protect against the attacks of violence,
and now it seemed that the very building of the wall may prompt an attack to come.

8

And conspired all of them together to come and to fight against Jerusalem, and to hinder it.

First they wanted to join them; second they made fun of them, now third they’re gonna get mad
at them! Open Opposition! “and to hinder it” Hinder means: to make slow or difficult the
progress of.

Recent Article:

Residents Oppose Church Moving Into Neighborhood
Tell Caldwell Planning Board there's just no place for Life Source worshippers to park.
Posted by Teresa Akersten (Editor), April 12, 2012
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Life Source Church asked for the Caldwell Planning Board’s blessing Wednesday night as the
church’s pastor pursues the purchase of the building on 27 Personette Street.
After more than three hours of testimonies, and much opposition from neighborhood
residents, the Board chose to adjourn the meeting and resume hearing the application next
month, was asked to return on Wednesday, May 9 with two revisions to the minor site plan. For
one, the applicant was asked to modify its free-standing sign, eliminating the reader board and
reducing the size. The applicant was also asked to address a concern raised by the borough
engineer about the lack of two appropriate exits on the lower level.
Pastor Jonathan Papa testified that the church averages 50 worshippers at its Sunday morning
services, which last from two to three hours. Other than Sunday morning, the church would use
the building for Bible study on Wednesday nights for about half the year and for prayer groups
that meet one Monday night a month. The Bible study meetings and prayer groups are each
attended by about 8 to 12 people, Papa said.
While there is no on-site parking on the property, the applicant is exempt from parking
requirements because there are no plans to expand the building. If this were a new construction,
Benjamin Horten, the applicant’s architect, said 31 parking spaces would be required.
“Whether it’s a church or other use,” Horten said, “parking will always be a problem.”
Several residents of Personette as well as nearby Kirkwood Place and Orchard Square stood
before the board to voice concerns about the lack of parking in the area and how allowing a
church on the block would only exacerbate things.
One resident said when the Knights of Columbus rented to third parties he often couldn’t get his
car out of his driveway. Others complained increased traffic from the church would have an
impact on property values as well as quality of life.
“We are going to come here and we are going to protest, because we pay the taxes,” said Rosa
Granada, who has lived across the street at 28 Personnette for 13 years. Granada said she was
happy the Knights of Columbus building has been vacant and would like to see the zoning
changed so that a one-family home could be built on the property. “It’s very quiet now. We are
thrilled.”
Steven Schepis, the attorney presenting Life Source, said changing the zoning while the
application was being heard was not permissible by law.
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The church, a branch of the Assemblies of God, previously leased the building at and was forced
to move when the building was sold.
Life Source Church has agreed to stipulations that would prohibit occupancy greater than 122
people—although legal capacity is over 200—as well as prohibit the building from being rented
to third parties.
Rev. Papa said the church is not new to parking difficulties. When on Washburn, he said a
parking attendant helped guide visitors to spots. He also said some members were able to dropoff people and park at a distance. Papa said these practices would continue if they were to
purchase 27 Personette.
In addition, Papa said the church is conservative theologically and there would be no alcohol,
dances, Tricky Trays, etc. at the church. This will be a “sacred worship space,” he said.
Life Source plans to spruce the place up. They would power wash and paint the building, replace
the awning and improve landscaping, Papa said.
“The building is vacant, and it looks vacant,” he said. “It is an eyesore to the community.”
The Knights of Columbus building was built in the 1930s by the Maria Della Lavina Society, a
religious group for Italian Americans. The building and its tax-exempt status were passed along
to the Knights of Columbus Caldwell Council in 1964, when it was purchased by the Columbian
Club (created because the Knights of Columbus cannot own real estate).
Over the years, longtime-member Roy Failla testified Wednesday night that members would
meet here to socialize, play shuffleboard and plan their charitable endeavors. Dances were held
three or four times a year, and the hall would be rented out for special occasions, such as
baptisms and birthdays.
Those rentals stopped about three years ago and the building has stood vacant for 18 months,
Failla said.
“It became obvious two years ago that we couldn’t afford to keep the place anymore,” he said.
The building went on the market in the Spring of 2010 and Life Source became interested
recently when the asking price dropped sharply from $350,000 to $250,000, according to listing
agent Tom Gartland of Gartland Realty in Fairfield. The buyer’s offer was not disclosed.
Papa said he did not see the price reduction as a coincidence. He called it a “God opportunity.”

verse 9

Nevertheless we made our prayer unto our God, and set a watch against them day and
night, because of them.
Once again Nehemiah first goes to Prayer and then he sets a watch against them!
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This is an example of Faith plus Works! First we’re gonna Pray to God about it and second we’re
gonna get some Men and some guns (humor) to protect the Walls!
James 2:17
17 Even

so faith, if it hath not works, is dead, being alone.

Most of Nehemiah’s problems have come from the “outside”, now we’re gonna see some
problems from the “inside”:

verse 10

And Judah said, The strength of the bearers of burdens is decayed, and there is much
rubbish; so that we are not able to build the wall.
This means that they’re getting physically tired from the work. Everybody gets tired from work,
it’s natural.
And Judah said: Judah was supposed to be the strongest, bravest tribe. It was the tribe of great
kings and ultimately, the Messiah Himself. It was a special challenge and a discouragement to
have this word come from the tribe of Judah.
Many a team has had a great first half - only to lose in the final minutes. The rebuilding work has
gone very well and many obstacles have been overcome - but the job isn’t done yet, the game
isn’t over yet, there is still time to lose.

11

And our adversaries said, They shall not know, neither see, till we come in the midst among
them, and slay them, and cause the work to cease.
Sanballat by these threats was speaking as if he had an army at his disposal. Often, attacks from
the adversary are successful only if they come as a surprise. When God’s people are on guard,
the enemy sees little victory.
“and slay them, and cause the work to cease” The enemies of God’s people paid a backhanded compliment by saying this. They knew by now the only way to get them to stop serving
God and doing His work was to kill them.

12

And it came to pass, that when the Jews which dwelt by them came, they said unto us ten
times, From all places whence ye shall return unto us they will be upon you.
First they wanted to join them; second they made fun of them, third they’re gonna get mad at
them- Open Opposition! Now they’re trying to Scare them!
The Jews from the surrounding area were being intimidated and frightened by Sanballat. If
you’re returning home after a long day of work they’re gonna mug you! Nehemiah countered
this by bringing the people back into Jerusalem.
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13

Therefore set I in the lower places behind the wall, and on the higher places, I even set the
people after their families with their swords, their spears, and their bows.

The old song from World War II was: “Praise the Lord, and Pass the Ammunition!”

14

And I looked, and rose up, and said unto the nobles, and to the rulers, and to the rest of the
people, Be not ye afraid of them: remember the LORD, which is great and terrible, and fight for
your brethren, your sons, and your daughters, your wives, and your houses.
First you’re to Pray, then you set a Watch (works), thirdly: you’re to Encourage them!
“Be not ye afraid of them: remember the LORD, which is great and terrible, and fight for your
brethren, your sons, and your daughters, your wives, and your houses.”
Pastors are to Encourage their people; Pastors are to give their people some Courage!
That’s why Paul said in: 2 Timothy 4:7
7

I have fought a good fight, I have finished my course, I have kept the faith:

And a Pastor has to let his people know that when we’re doing The Lord’s Work, they’ll be
trouble and a Pastor has to be an Encourager!
Here’s a Pastor Hank’s “Ten Bible Verses on… List” on Encouragement:
1. Deuteronomy 7:9
9

Know therefore that the LORD thy God, he is God, the faithful God, which keepeth covenant
and mercy with them that love him and keep his commandments to a thousand generations;
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2. Deuteronomy 31:6
6

Be strong and of a good courage, fear not, nor be afraid of them: for the LORD thy God, he it is
that doth go with thee; he will not fail thee, nor forsake thee.
3. Isaiah 41:10
10

Fear thou not; for I am with thee: be not dismayed; for I am thy God: I will strengthen thee;
yea, I will help thee; yea, I will uphold thee with the right hand of my righteousness.
4. Zephaniah 3:17
17

The LORD thy God in the midst of thee is mighty; he will save, he will rejoice over thee with
joy; he will rest in his love, he will joy over thee with singing.
5. Psalm 55:22
22

Cast thy burden upon the LORD, and he shall sustain thee: he shall never suffer the righteous to
be moved.
6. Matthew 11:28-29
28

Come unto me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest.

29

Take my yoke upon you, and learn of me; for I am meek and lowly in heart: and ye shall find
rest unto your souls.
7. John 14:27
27

Peace I leave with you, my peace I give unto you: not as the world giveth, give I unto you. Let
not your heart be troubled, neither let it be afraid.
8. 1 Corinthians 10:13
13

There hath no temptation taken you but such as is common to man: but God is faithful, who
will not suffer you to be tempted above that ye are able; but will with the temptation also make a
way to escape, that ye may be able to bear it.
9. Philippians 4:7
7

And the peace of God, which passeth all understanding, shall keep your hearts and minds
through Christ Jesus.

61

10. 1 Peter 5:6-7
6

Humble yourselves therefore under the mighty hand of God, that he may exalt you in due time:

7

Casting all your care upon him; for he careth for you.

“I may be compelled to face danger, but never fear it, and while our soldiers can stand and fight,
I can stand and feed and nurse them.” ~ Clara Barton, Founder of the American Red Cross
Some closing thoughts on Nehemiah 4:1-14:
Nehemiah moved to meet this crisis: (1) He prayed to God (Nehemiah 4:9). (2) He set a watch
day and night (Nehemiah 4:9). (3) He set armed men at "the lower places," places were the walls
might be most easily attacked (Nehemiah 4:13). (4) He brought in the Jews with their families
from the outlying areas, armed them and kept them overnight in the city. (5) He stationed armed
men throughout the city near the construction workers. (6) He kept a close eye himself upon the
situation. (7) He kept a trumpeter by his side, so that in case of an attack, he could promptly
order all hands to repel it (Nehemiah 4:18). (8) He called the whole assembly together, saying,
"Be not ye afraid of them ... Remember the Lord which is great and terrible" (Nehemiah 4:14).
(9) He commanded the people to be ready to fight (Nehemiah 4:14). (10) And he ordered the
work to go on full speed ahead! What a leader he proved to be!
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verse 15

And it came to pass, when our enemies heard that it was known unto us, and God had
brought their counsel to nought, that we returned all of us to the wall, every one unto his work.
“nought”= nothing
This simply means that Sanballat, hearing and observing Nehemiah's preparations and
determination to fight, backed down from his ugly threats.
Once they saw the defenses of the people of God, the enemies shrunk back. They didn’t want a
battle because they knew they would lose. What the enemies wanted was for the people of God
to hand them the victory on a silver platter through failing to watch and be ready.

16

And it came to pass from that time forth, that the half of my servants wrought in the work,
and the other half of them held both the spears, the shields, and the bows, and the habergeons;
and the rulers were behind all the house of Judah.
“habergeons”= breastplates
½ worked and the other ½ were ready for the Battle!

17

They which builded on the wall, and they that bare burdens, with those that laded, every one
with one of his hands wrought in the work, and with the other hand held a weapon.
They worked with one hand and carried a weapon in the other hand. And this is still true in Israel
today…

18

For the builders, every one had his sword girded by his side, and so builded. And he that
sounded the trumpet was by me.
The great London preacher Charles Haddon Spurgeon published a paper called Sword and
Trowel, named after what is written here.
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The workers had a sword at their side and a trowel in their hands to get the work done. The
kingdom of God is built with both a sword and a trowel, a sword to come against every spiritual
force of wickedness in high places, and trowel to do the work of building up the people of God.

Verses 19-23: Plans are made to keep a ready defense.

19

And I said unto the nobles, and to the rulers, and to the rest of the people, The work is great
and large, and we are separated upon the wall, one far from another.
Nehemiah knew they had to keep in communication if the work was going to be done. The
trumpets were a new way of communication there to meet the challenge.

20

In what place therefore ye hear the sound of the trumpet, resort ye thither unto us: our God
shall fight for us.
When an attack was made, the trumpet sounded at that point; all the workers rallied, and the
enemy was either frightened or driven away.
For further reading on the Trumpet, please read Pastor Hank’s Message: The Trumpet: God’s
Favorite Instrument! From The ABC’s of Christianity Series-Music.
A Pastor should sound like a Trumpet.

Isaiah 58:1
58 Cry aloud, spare not, lift up thy voice like a trumpet, and shew my people their
transgression, and the house of Jacob their sins.
“our God shall fight for us” God will fight for you if you’re doing His work!
Exodus 14:14
14 The

LORD shall fight for you, and ye shall hold your peace.
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21

So we laboured in the work: and half of them held the spears from the rising of the morning
till the stars appeared.
These three verses are a summary of what was said above. Half of the servants and the guard
worked in the daytime and the other half stood guard at night." Note also that the work continued
without a break throughout all the daylight hours.

22

Likewise at the same time said I unto the people, Let every one with his servant lodge within
Jerusalem, that in the night they may be a guard to us, and labour on the day.
This means let none return to his own village or city at night, but let all take their rest in
Jerusalem.

23

So neither I, nor my brethren, nor my servants, nor the men of the guard which followed me,
none of us put off our clothes, saving that every one put them off for washing.
They kept their clothes on all the time because they did not want to be caught unprepared. They
were always ready to respond to the blast of a trumpet.
Closing thoughts:
Christians need to be armed with the same attitude today. They need to be always ready,
always clothed with the righteousness of Jesus Christ, always wearing the armor of God,
ready for that final trumpet blast that will gather us together with our LORD.
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Pastor Hank’s Notes on: Nehemiah 5
Chapter four ended on a note of great victory. The people of God were doing the work of God,
and they did it despite all obstacles. They worked with a sword in one hand and a trowel in the
other, and they would not let their enemies stop them. But in this section of chapter five, there is
no mention of working on the wall, indicating that the work had stopped.
Verse 1 And there was a great cry of the people and of their wives against their brethren the
Jews.
The work stopped because of strife among God’s people. The enemy could not stop the work
of God by direct attack, but the work stopped when God’s people weren’t unified and working
together.
This happens amongst God’s people in The New Testament:
Acts 6
1 And in those days, when the number of the disciples was multiplied, there arose a
murmuring of the Grecians against the Hebrews, because their widows were neglected in the
daily ministration.
Acts 20:30
30 Also

of your own selves shall men arise, speaking perverse things, to draw away disciples
after them.
James 4:1-2
1 From whence come wars and fightings among you? come they not hence, even of your lusts
that war in your members?
2 Ye

lust, and have not: ye kill, and desire to have, and cannot obtain: ye fight and war, yet ye
have not, because ye ask not.
This happens among God’s people today! Interesting Article:

Splitting hairs | Columbia Daily Herald
columbiadailyherald.com/sections/lifestyles/religion/splitting-hairs.html

Churches that unfortunately suffer internal conflict and an eventual split are not uncommon these
days. Studies indicate that there are about “19,000 major, scarring church conflicts in the U.S.
each year — an average of 50 per day” (www.peacemaker.net).
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Also noted were that about 1,500 pastors leave their pastorate here in the U.S. (italics) each
month (italics) due to “conflict, burnout, or moral failure.”
Carl S. Dudley’s book “Conflict: Synonym for Congregation” revealed that “25 percent of the
churches in one survey reported conflict in the previous five years that was serious enough to
have a lasting impact on congregational life.”
George Barna reported that the “average pastoral career lasts only fourteen years — less than
half of what it was not long ago” (1996 Index of Leading Spiritual Indicators).
Most of our numerous Protestant denominations were formed through not-so-friendly church
splits down through the decades; most of the church splits lately revolve around non-theological
issues.
According to the Church Conflict Forum only about 2 replacement of the church conflict was
over doctrinal issues; 98 replacement was over interpersonal issues. The factors leading to all
those splits can actually be humorous to the outsider looking in.
Some have split over the color of the proposed carpet; one church split over a piano bench —
that one was resolved by going to two services where the piano bench was taken outside for one
service and dragged back in the church for the next service. One church split over the spelling of
the word “hallelujah” (hope I didn’t offend anyone with the way I spelled it!); another church
split over whether a certain Hebrew letter was pronounced “waw” or “vav.”
Have you ever had the feeling that maybe, just perhaps, we Christians are susceptible to
becoming a little unbalanced at times over minor issues?
My personal favorite story (if church splitting can be considered a “favorite”!) is the Presbyterian
church splits in the little town of Centerville, Ga., — population of around 5,000 people. It all
started with one original Presbyterian church that had an internal conflict around 1911 over
whether to take up the offering before or after the sermon. The splitting-off church became the
“Centerville Reformed Presbyterian Church.” Just four years later another church split occurred
over whether to have flowers in the sanctuary or not. The church that split off was renamed
“Trinity Reformed Presbyterian Church of Centerville.”
A total of seven more splits happened between 1915 and 1929 over various issues, and by 1931
the latest addition was named “Third Westminster Trinity Covenant Presbyterian Reformed
Church of Centerville.” More church splits occurred between 1931 and 1975 over the
conservative/liberal bifurcation within that denomination.
Since 1975 a few more church splits over various issues has brought the total number of church
splits in that one town for that one denomination to 48 — apparently a record. The last one was
over whether or not it was a violation of the Sabbath Day to check your email on your personal
computer. The church split over that “issue” — some folks left the Second Street First Ninth
Westminster Covenant Reformed Presbyterian Church and renamed their new church “The
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Presbyterian Totally Reformed Covenantal Westminsterian Sabbatarian Regulative CredoCommunionist A Millennial Presuppositional Church of Centerville.
I’m not making this up folks, the truth is often stranger than fiction. A teaching elder (Paul
Davis) in the PTRCWSRCCAPCC was quoted as saying “I think we’ve finally got it right now,
we have a church with 100 replacement doctrinal purity. We’re up to 6 people on Sundays now
— I know that numbers are not important, but we’re hoping to grow a little more.”
We can all get a good chuckle out of that story, but the sad fact is that it is a true story and it
represents a lot of what many folks, especially non-believers, feel to be wrong with modern
institutional denominationalism.
We Christians are the ones who preach God’s love and how the Holy Spirit can come into our
lives and bring increasing patience, long-suffering, peace, gentleness, kindness — all the while a
lot of church-going folks are just about ready to break out in fist-fights in the church parking lot
over “which side is right.”
If you have ever been in a church that experiences major conflict, you know that it is not funny at
all. The hateful words that are sometimes uttered, the emotional pain inflicted, the close
friendships that are broken, the disfellowshipped “rebels” — it all smacks of anything but
“Christian love.” It’s enough to make some folks question “disorganized religion” altogether.
I think a major problem is that we tend to major on the minors and minor on the majors. A
favorite quote I’ve heard lately is “Churches that insist on splitting doctrinal hairs will eventually
end up splitting.”
All of us have individual differences of perception and interpretation over minor issues — that’s
part of what makes us human. All of us grow in biblical and spiritual maturity through the years
and change our minds on some issues. Why can’t we allow patience and tolerance for others
when we allow that privilege to ourselves? I’ve personally found that I was wrong on a few
issues through the years — and I even stood up in front of church classes and taught some of
those wrong interpretations! I’m glad our Lord forgives my ignorance at times — why can’t we
give others some slack for those wrong opinions?
Why do we feel that everyone must be coerced into believing every little detail of church rules
and secondary doctrine exactly like us (or like the church leaders believe) or we cannot
fellowship with them? Do we really consider ourselves to be infallible? Isn’t that a characteristic
solely of God?
Walter Lippmann made a statement once that I find insightful — “When all think alike, no one
thinks very much.” Another fellow remarked “Everybody believing the same thing about every
doctrine is like a desert that hasn’t had rain for a century.”
One fellow who recently suffered through a church split stated — if you want to set your church
up for an eventual split, then simply create a “culture of perfectionism, judgmentalism, and
exclusion — It’s quite an ego trip to think you’re in the perfect church, but things go south when
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reality begins to set in.” I might add that your “perfect church” ceases to be perfect the moment
you, or I, set our foot across the threshold.
Let’s major on the majors and minor on the minors, and have the grace to afford other’s
“misperceptions” the same way we strive to cover-up our own indiscretions.
Stephen Rowland is a Columbia resident who writes on issues from a conservative and Christian
viewpoint. E-mail him atmrstephenrowland@aol.com.

Verse 2

For there were that said, We, our sons, and our daughters, are many: therefore we take
up corn for them, that we may eat, and live.

3

Some also there were that said, We have mortgaged our lands, vineyards, and houses, that we
might buy corn, because of the dearth.
dearth= famine
Genesis 41:54
54 And

the seven years of dearth began to come, according as Joseph had said: and the dearth
was in all lands; but in all the land of Egypt there was bread.

4

There were also that said, We have borrowed money for the king's tribute, and that upon our
lands and vineyards.
Verses 1-4 We have strife among God’s people. There are three types of people here:
(1) the landless who were desperately short of food (Nehemiah 5:2),
(2) the landowners who, because of famine had been compelled to mortgage their properties
(Nehemiah 5:3),
(3) those who had been forced to borrow money at exorbitant rates to meet the Persian king's
property taxes (Nehemiah 5:4)."
There are also four causes of the strife/situation:
"These were over-population (Nehemiah 5:2), recent famine (Nehemiah 5:3), heavy taxation
(Nehemiah 5:4) and money problems.
Nehemiah is not primarily a book about money; it is a book about rebuilding the walls of
Jerusalem and bringing God’s people into a place of peace, security, and blessing. Yet money
problems directly affected the rebuilding work.
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People had money problems possibly because they worked hard on the walls and did not spend
the same time on providing for the needs of their household.
If you want to spend much time directly ministering to the needs of God’s people and in
spreading the gospel, in most cases it will affect your ability to provide. Ministry takes time, and
time spent on ministry is time you aren’t making money for yourself and family.

verse 5

Yet now our flesh is as the flesh of our brethren, our children as their children: and, lo,
we bring into bondage our sons and our daughters to be servants, and some of our daughters are
brought unto bondage already: neither is it in our power to redeem them; for other men have our
lands and vineyards.
The People had money problems because there was a famine, which made food more expensive.
It was so expensive that some mortgaged their property to provide food.
The People had money problems because the government kept taxing them.
People had money problems because the loans they had taken out to live cost interest, and some
were in default. Therefore some had to give their children as servants to their lenders to pay off
the debt!

6

And I was very angry when I heard their cry and these words.

Nehemiah’s immediate reaction: anger. Usually what’s Nehemiah’s first reaction?
Nehemiah became angry because these money problems led to a lack of unity among the people
of God. This unity that was more precious than any amount of money.
Ephesians 4:26
26 Be

ye angry, and sin not: let not the sun go down upon your wrath:

7

Then I consulted with myself, and I rebuked the nobles, and the rulers, and said unto them, Ye
exact usury, every one of his brother. And I set a great assembly against them.
Before Nehemiah rebukes the nobles and rulers he spoke with himself, and as the old saying
goes: “I like talking to myself for two reasons: 1: Because I like talking with a smart man. 2:
Because I like listening to a smart man.”
Sometimes you have to talk with yourself.
Psalm 4:4
4 Stand

in awe, and sin not: commune with your own heart upon your bed, and be still. Selah.
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exact usury= They’re charging interest for the money that they loaned out which is against The
Law!
Exodus 22:25
25 If

thou lend money to any of my people that is poor by thee, thou shalt not be to him as an
usurer, neither shalt thou lay upon him usury.
Jews couldn’t charge interest to other Jews, but could charge interest to Gentiles.
Verses 8-11: Nehemiah’s wise response: confronting those who were in the wrong.

8

And I said unto them, We after our ability have redeemed our brethren the Jews, which were
sold unto the heathen; and will ye even sell your brethren? or shall they be sold unto us? Then
held they their peace, and found nothing to answer.
It was against the Law of God for a Jew to sell even a servant as a bondman, much less a brother.
Leviticus 25:42
42 For

they are my servants, which I brought forth out of the land of Egypt: they shall not be sold
as bondmen.
This was great leadership from Nehemiah. He was a man passionate enough to get angry; but
wise enough to not act until he had considered the matter carefully.
Proverbs 16:7
7 When

a man's ways please the LORD, he maketh even his enemies to be at peace with him.

9

Also I said, It is not good that ye do: ought ye not to walk in the fear of our God because of the
reproach of the heathen our enemies?
This is where many business deals go wrong before God, because there is no regard for God’s
will or wisdom. The only concern is if a deal can be made, and if money will come from it; not if
it is right or wrong.
Nehemiah noted that when Judah was conquered, many Jews were sold as slaves to foreigners
and many of than had been bought out of slavery by other Jews. Because of this, it was very
wrong to have Jews being sold into slavery to other Jews because they couldn’t pay off highinterest loans.

10

I likewise, and my brethren, and my servants, might exact of them money and corn: I pray
you, let us leave off this usury.
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11

Restore, I pray you, to them, even this day, their lands, their vineyards, their oliveyards, and
their houses, also the hundredth part of the money, and of the corn, the wine, and the oil, that ye
exact of them.
Verses 10-11: This was a public request, backed up by the support of the general assembly that
all the abuses be ended at once. Several types of oppressing the poor are in evidence in this
blanket request. (1) There was the interest charge (a hundredth part of the money. This was a
monthly charge, amounting to 12% a year.
(2) Then there were the fields confiscated through foreclosures, and
(3) the extravagant rental charges "in kind," the grain, wine, oil, etc.
The response of the rulers and nobles who had done wrong.

12

Then said they, We will restore them, and will require nothing of them; so will we do as thou
sayest. Then I called the priests, and took an oath of them, that they should do according to this
promise.
This was good. Nehemiah wisely told the truth in love, confronting these brothers; and they
received the rebuke, they did the right thing and admitting they had been wrong.
Their teachable, correctable spirit was impressive; too few are willing to admit they are wrong
and to do what is right - especially if money is involved.
Nehemiah knew the character of the evil men with whom he was dealing; and he moved at once
to "swear them in by taking an oath" and to do what they promised to do.
With the oaths, and public record of all this, Nehemiah assures accountability - something we
often need to help us do what our spirit is willing to do, but our flesh is weak to do! Perhaps
accountability is a missing step in dealing with an area where you are having a hard time doing
what is right.

13

Also I shook my lap, and said, So God shake out every man from his house, and from his
labour, that performeth not this promise, even thus be he shaken out, and emptied. And all the
congregation said, Amen, and praised the LORD. And the people did according to this promise.
The “lap” that Nehemiah shook out was an improvised one, made by gathering up his robe in a
fold, and then shaking it out as if he were emptying out things contained in it. This was a
symbolical action, as were the deeds of many of the prophets, designed to emphasize their words.
It was an appeal that God would drastically and completely punish and remove all violators of
the promises they had sworn to honor.
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Verses 14-16: Nehemiah’s godly example.

14

Moreover from the time that I was appointed to be their governor in the land of Judah, from
the twentieth year even unto the two and thirtieth year of Artaxerxes the king, that is, twelve
years, I and my brethren have not eaten the bread of the governor.
Nehemiah did not tax the people.
This simply means that Nehemiah and his staff did not accept the usual allotments of food and
money that the state provided for governors. He was a truly patriotic soul, much as was George
Washington, who during the Revolutionary war built and outfitted three naval ships, at his own
expense; and he did not seek a reimbursement after he became president.

15

But the former governors that had been before me were chargeable unto the people, and had
taken of them bread and wine, beside forty shekels of silver; yea, even their servants bare rule
over the people: but so did not I, because of the fear of God.
Former governors: These were probably the Persians who did not fear God!

16

Yea, also I continued in the work of this wall, neither bought we any land: and all my servants
were gathered thither unto the work.
Nehemiah is explaining that: 1. He also worked 2. He didn’t take advantage of those with money
problems by buying their land, 3. Even his servants worked.
Verses 17-18: Nehemiah’s example of generosity.

73

17

Moreover there were at my table an hundred and fifty of the Jews and rulers, beside those that
came unto us from among the heathen that are about us.
150…This included his entire staff, and additionally there were Jews from the surrounding area,
who as yet had no homes, who ate at his table, and all of this at his own expense.
“beside those that came unto us from among the heathen that are about us”
This not only meant those who voluntarily elected to return, but it also included those Jews
whom the rulers and nobles had sold to the heathen neighbors as slaves, and whom Nehemiah, a
wealthy man in his own right, had purchased back and restored to their liberty.

18

Now that which was prepared for me daily was one ox and six choice sheep; also fowls were
prepared for me, and once in ten days store of all sorts of wine: yet for all this required not I the
bread of the governor, because the bondage was heavy upon this people.
Nehemiah, in his own life, lived the way he told the nobles and rulers to live - to not take
personal advantage of another’s need. He did what every godly leader must do: he never
expected more of his followers than he expected of himself.

19

Think upon me, my God, for good, according to all that I have done for this people.

Nehemiah’s Prayer: Asking God to remember his good deeds.
Naturally, Nehemiah desired that the people would remember what he had done for them; but,
He wanted God to remember too. It is certainly not sinful for a Christian to pray that God will
remember the good that he might have done.
In his prayer, Nehemiah did not look for praise from man - but from God.
“Those speak foolishly who ascribe their anger or their impatience to such as offend them or to
tribulation. Tribulation does not make people impatient, but proves that they are impatient. So
everyone may learn from tribulation how his heart is constituted.”

― Martin Luther
We should be glad that God took this personal diary of Nehemiah and gave it to us. It shows us
that a leader must first lead by example, and that Nehemiah could tell other to do what was right
here because his own walk was right. His public words and private actions said the same thing.
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Pastor Hank’s Notes on: Nehemiah 6
The narrative of chapter 1-4 which was broken by the explanatory Nehemiah chapter 5 is here
taken up again. The enemies of Judah had found ridicule (Nehemiah 4:1-6) which was
ineffective, and their threatened military attack had not taken place (Nehemiah 4:7-23); and their
plan here was to kill Nehemiah, or at least kidnap him didn’t happen.
And any Pastor that’s trying to build a work for The LORD is going to face opposition and a
battle.
Nehemiah 6
THE WALLS COMPLETED AND ONE FINAL EFFORT MADE BY NEHEMIAH'S
ENEMIES:

1

Now it came to pass when Sanballat, and Tobiah, and Geshem the Arabian, and the rest of our
enemies, heard that I had builded the wall, and that there was no breach left therein; (though at
that time I had not set up the doors upon the gates;)
“Geshem the Arabian” Arabian=Arab See that: The Arabian is opposing The Jew! And it’s still
going on today!
“our enemies, heard that I had builded the wall” The wall was almost finished - the gaps were
closed, but the gates were not yet finished. For the enemies of Nehemiah and the work of God,
this was a “now-or-never” time.

2

That Sanballat and Geshem sent unto me, saying, Come, let us meet together in some one of
the villages in the plain of Ono. But they thought to do me mischief.
And if they can’t join with you, they’ll meet with you! It’s like a Hidden Discussion/Death
Contract.
The spiritual meaning of Sanballat's proposal is that Satan is always attempting to persuade
God's servants to come down unto the plains of Ono, and to take counsel with evil men. Satan's
purposes are always evil.
1 Peter 5:8
8 Be

sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil, as a roaring lion, walketh about,
seeking whom he may devour: (Lions live on the plains)
“But they thought to do me mischief.” Sanballat and Geshem didn’t have God’s best interest;
they had their own interest in mind…
The plain of Ono was near Lydda, twelve miles north of Jerusalem.
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verse 3

And I sent messengers unto them, saying, I am doing a great work, so that I cannot
come down: why should the work cease, whilst I leave it, and come down to you?
Discernment gave Nehemiah focus; he knew what God wanted him to be doing and he did it. He
wouldn’t be sidetracked by things that sounded good, but weren’t of the LORD for him.
“I am doing a great work” That is” I’m doing a great work is for The LORD!
As Former Mayor of NYC Ed Koch used to say: “How I’m doing!” We as Humans in our direct
way want to be judged by our works and actions, but it’s ultimately God who we must please!

verse 4

Yet they sent unto me four times after this sort; and I answered them after the same

manner.
The old saying as a Christian is that you’ve 15 minutes to talk about, then talk about The Lord!

5

Then sent Sanballat his servant unto me in like manner the fifth time with an open letter in his
hand;
“the fifth time: Sanballat is working at it!
This open letter was not sealed, in order that the escort who carried it might read it and scatter
the evil report as widely as possible. The very fact of sending such an open letter to the head of a
government official was an insult.

6

Wherein was written, It is reported among the heathen, and Gashmu saith it, that thou and the
Jews think to rebel: for which cause thou buildest the wall, that thou mayest be their king,
according to these words.
Gashmu= Geshem
“It is reported among the heathen”
Heathens: By definition are people that do not acknowledge The God of The Holy Bible!
Also: Heathen are People who are not part of God's family and can be considered “pagans.”
Though not synonymous in English “Gentiles,” “nations,” “pagans,” “heathens” are variants
chosen by translators to render goyim in Hebrew and ethnoi in Greek. “Gentile” and “nation”
suggest race or territory, while “pagans” and “heathen” suggest religion.
Heathen are the opposite of Christianity! An example of Heathens is found in:
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Romans 1:18-32
18 For

the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of
men, who hold the truth in unrighteousness;
19 Because

that which may be known of God is manifest in them; for God hath shewed it unto

them.
20 For

the invisible things of him from the creation of the world are clearly seen, being
understood by the things that are made, even his eternal power and Godhead; so that they are
without excuse:
21 Because

that, when they knew God, they glorified him not as God, neither were thankful; but
became vain in their imaginations, and their foolish heart was darkened.
22 Professing

themselves to be wise, they became fools,

23 And

changed the glory of the uncorruptible God into an image made like to corruptible man,
and to birds, and fourfooted beasts, and creeping things.
24 Wherefore

God also gave them up to uncleanness through the lusts of their own hearts, to
dishonour their own bodies between themselves:
25 Who

changed the truth of God into a lie, and worshipped and served the creature more than the
Creator, who is blessed for ever. Amen.
26 For

this cause God gave them up unto vile affections: for even their women did change the
natural use into that which is against nature:
27 And

likewise also the men, leaving the natural use of the woman, burned in their lust one
toward another; men with men working that which is unseemly, and receiving in themselves that
recompence of their error which was meet.
28 And

even as they did not like to retain God in their knowledge, God gave them over to a
reprobate mind, to do those things which are not convenient;
29 Being

filled with all unrighteousness, fornication, wickedness, covetousness, maliciousness;
full of envy, murder, debate, deceit, malignity; whisperers,
30 Backbiters,

haters of God, despiteful, proud, boasters, inventors of evil things, disobedient to

parents,
31 Without
32 Who

understanding, covenantbreakers, without natural affection, implacable, unmerciful:

knowing the judgment of God, that they which commit such things are worthy of death,
not only do the same, but have pleasure in them that do them.
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And this is what Nehemiah and us Christians are up against!
Verse 6 continued; “that thou mayest be their king” Nehemiah here slightly is being accused of
being a Dictator!
Human nature never changes! Everyone’s a critic. And if a Pastor is doing right and doing a
work for God he’ll be slandered and accused of being a Dictator!
And as the old say goes: “The reason why Nehemiah or a Pastor is a “Dictator” is to keep down
the “Little Dictators.” Ding, Ding, Ding!
That’s why Paul said in:
1 Corinthians 11:1
1 Be ye followers of me, even as I also am of Christ.
And in: Philippians 3:17
17 Brethren,

be followers together of me, and mark them which walk so as ye have us for an

ensample.
And you follow a small man provided he’s FOLLOWING A BIG CHRIST! Amen!
Remember:
You teach your children to follow you!
You teach your Spouse to follow you!
You teach your dog to follow you!
You follow your Boss at the job!
We do follow people!
And Pastor if you’re Leading and people are following you, you better lead by example!
Matthew 5:16 says:
16 Let

your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works, and glorify your Father
which is in heaven.
1 Timothy 4:11-13
11 These

things command and teach.
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12 Let

no man despise thy youth; but be thou an example of the believers, in word, in
conversation, in charity, in spirit, in faith, in purity.
13 Till

I come, give attendance to reading, to exhortation, to doctrine.

verse 7

And thou hast also appointed prophets to preach of thee at Jerusalem, saying, There is
a king in Judah: and now shall it be reported to the king according to these words. Come now
therefore, and let us take counsel together.
“And thou hast also appointed prophets to preach of thee” A Prophet/Preacher is to Preach about
Jesus and not preach about “thee/himself” or anything else.
It’s better to Preach of “THEE” then talk of “them”.

verse 8

Then I sent unto him, saying, There are no such things done as thou sayest, but thou
feignest them out of thine own heart.
Feignest= The Latin forms fictum, fictus. To invent or imagine; to form an idea or conception of
something not real.
Nehemiah replied by calmly and straightforwardly telling Sanballat that he was a liar.

9

For they all made us afraid, saying, Their hands shall be weakened from the work, that it be
not done. Now therefore, O God, strengthen my hands.
Afraid: No enemy can make us afraid; all they can do is to try to make us choose fear - but it is
up to us to choose it.
The Christian is not to Fear or be Afraid! Here’s 10 Bible verse on How The Christian should not
Fear!
1. Psalm 27:1
1 The LORD is my light and my salvation; whom shall I fear? the LORD is the strength of my life;
of whom shall I be afraid?
2. Psalm 118:6
6 The

LORD is on my side; I will not fear: what can man do unto me?

3. 2 Timothy 1:7
7 For

God hath not given us the spirit of fear; but of power, and of love, and of a sound mind.
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4. Psalm 115:11
11 Ye

that fear the LORD, trust in the LORD: he is their help and their shield.

5. Deuteronomy 31:6
6 Be

strong and of a good courage, fear not, nor be afraid of them: for theLORD thy God, he it is
that doth go with thee; he will not fail thee, nor forsake thee.
6. Psalm 112:1
1 Praise ye the LORD. Blessed is the man that feareth the LORD, that delighteth greatly in his
commandments.
7. Matthew 10:28
28 And

fear not them which kill the body, but are not able to kill the soul: but rather fear him
which is able to destroy both soul and body in hell.
8. Romans 8:15
15 For

ye have not received the spirit of bondage again to fear; but ye have received the Spirit of
adoption, whereby we cry, Abba, Father.
9. 1 Peter 3:14-15
14 But

and if ye suffer for righteousness' sake, happy are ye: and be not afraid of their terror,
neither be troubled;
15 But

sanctify the Lord God in your hearts: and be ready always to give an answer to every man
that asketh you a reason of the hope that is in you with meekness and fear:
10. 1 John 4:18
18 There

is no fear in love; but perfect love casteth out fear: because fear hath torment. He that
feareth is not made perfect in love.

**Bonus! Remember:
Nehemiah 4:14
14 And

I looked, and rose up, and said unto the nobles, and to the rulers, and to the rest of the
people, Be not ye afraid of them: remember the LORD, which is great and terrible, and fight for
your brethren, your sons, and your daughters, your wives, and your houses.
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A TRAITOR WITHIN JERUSALEM ATTEMPTS TO BRING ABOUT NEHEMIAH'S
DEATH!

10

Afterward I came unto the house of Shemaiah the son of Delaiah the son of Mehetabeel,
who was shut up; and he said, Let us meet together in the house of God, within the temple, and
let us shut the doors of the temple: for they will come to slay thee; yea, in the night will they
come to slay thee.
“Let us meet together in the house of God” They want to meet in The Temple of God!
And Shemaiah is using something “Religious” to accomplish his evil deed.
“and let us shut the doors of the temple: for they will come to slay thee; yea, in the night will
they come to slay thee”
Here’s a threatened Assignation against Nehemiah!
Shemaiah, a hired traitor, pretended to be Nehemiah's friend, invited him into his home, told him
of a plot to kill him that very night (a lie), and suggested that he hide within the temple. That
suggestion about entering the temple exposed Shemaiah to Nehemiah, revealing that Shemaiah
was a liar, for Nehemiah knew that God would not have led him to break the Mosaic injunction
against entering the temple! Because:
Numbers 1:51 says:
51 And

when the tabernacle setteth forward, the Levites shall take it down: and when the
tabernacle is to be pitched, the Levites shall set it up: and the stranger that cometh nigh shall be
put to death.
Only priests were allowed in the temple, and Nehemiah was not a priest. He would have been
disobeying God if he had done what Shemaiah suggested. In 2 Chronicles 26, King Uzziah - who
was not a priest - went into the temple, and God instantly struck him with leprosy.

11

And I said, Should such a man as I flee? and who is there, that, being as I am, would go into
the temple to save his life? I will not go in.

12

And, lo, I perceived that God had not sent him; but that he pronounced this prophecy against
me: for Tobiah and Sanballat had hired him.
This man Shemaiah was said to be a prophet (he pronounced this prophecy), but he was not.
Shemaiah offered Nehemiah a safe haven in the temple. The idea was that though Nehemiah was
said to be threatened, he could find refuge in the temple.
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“for Tobiah and Sanballat had hired him” Shemaiah was Hired by Tobiah and Sanballat to scare
Nehemiah!

13

Therefore was he hired, that I should be afraid, and do so, and sin, and that they might have
matter for an evil report, that they might reproach me.
“an evil report” Which is the opposite of The Christians: “Good Report”
Acts 10:22
22 And

they said, Cornelius the centurion, a just man, and one that feareth God, and of good
report among all the nation of the Jews, was warned from God by an holy angel to send for thee
into his house, and to hear words of thee.
3 John 1:12
12 Demetrius

hath good report of all men, and of the truth itself: yea, and we also bear record;
and ye know that our record is true.
A Good Report is a Godly Record of Doing Right before Men!
Are you of a Good Report among those around you?

14

My God, think thou upon Tobiah and Sanballat according to these their works, and on the
prophetess Noadiah, and the rest of the prophets, that would have put me in fear.
“the prophetess Noadiah”
And here we have a Woman prophetess involved. Trying to put fear in Nehemiah.
And it’s sad but true, usually when a problem comes along; you’ll find a Woman involved.
Particularly in the North/East of The USA most of your “trouble makers” in The Church are
Women! And as the old saying goes: “Sometimes Men are more afraid of Women than Men!”
1 Corinthians 14:34 says:
34 Let

your women keep silence in the churches: for it is not permitted unto them to speak; but
they are commanded to be under obedience as also saith the law.

verse 15

So the wall was finished in the twenty and fifth day of the month Elul, in fifty and two

days.
Month Elul=August-September. The wall is completed in 52 days! Amen!
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The amount of time it took to finish the job was remarkably short. The walls were in ruins for
more than 100 years, and then they were repaired in a period of only 52 days!
Question for thought:
Why wasn’t the job done 100 years before? It wasn’t that no one saw the problem. Many people
saw broken walls, and knew how they ruined the lives of the people of Jerusalem, but no one got
past the place of just wishing there were walls.
Finally, there came a man who did more than wish Jerusalem had walls; he grieved, he ached, he
prayed, he planned, he asked boldly, he went, he fought, he encouraged, he stood strong, he saw
the job through to completion. –Nehemiah!

16

And it came to pass, that when all our enemies heard thereof, and all the heathen that were
about us saw these things, they were much cast down in their own eyes: for they perceived that
this work was wrought of our God.
And the true lesson here is that, what you do like and Pray for-the job get’s done!
Here we have the explanation of the priesthood's hatred of Nehemiah. Tobiah had married one of
their daughters and was the son-in-law of Shechaniah. Many of them were sworn allies of Tobiah
and cooperated with Israel's enemies throughout the period of rebuilding the wall. Indeed, its
completion was certainly wrought of God!
We have such small ideas of how God can use us. God used a man named Nehemiah to set right
a 100-year-old problem in less and two months - and the same God sits on a throne in heaven
and works through you today!

17

Moreover in those days the nobles of Judah sent many letters unto Tobiah, and the letters of
Tobiah came unto them.
Tobiah was the man who had opposed the rebuilding work with Sanballat. In Nehemiah 2:10 he
was disturbed that Nehemiah came to rebuild the walls. In Nehemiah 2:19; Neh_4:3 he mocked
Nehemiah’s work. In Nehemiah 4:7 he was angry that the work was being done. In Nehemiah
6:1 he was one of the men who tried to get Nehemiah to stop the work, and come to the plain of
Ono where he could be attacked.

18

For there were many in Judah sworn unto him, because he was the son in law of Shechaniah
the son of Arah; and his son Johanan had taken the daughter of Meshullam the son of Berechiah.
These Jewish brothers of Nehemiah could not see what was so plain to Nehemiah. Perhaps they
did not see much of the evil work of Tobiah first-hand, so they had a hard time believing it.
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They just didn’t see the Shepherd’s heart, and Shepherd’s eyes Nehemiah had. Nehemiah was
called of God to protect God’s people and God’s work; he was watching and on guard in a way
that others were not.
Church members must support their Pastor and Church and not be like these Nobles!

19

Also they reported his good deeds before me, and uttered my words to him. And Tobiah sent
letters to put me in fear.
“they reported his good deeds before me,”
The Nobles were reporting to Nehemiah; the good deed of Tobiah.
Nehemiah had to be willing to be seen as the bad guy in order to do what is right by the people of
God. He could see what the nobles of Judah could not. He knew that Tobiah’s good deeds were
not the whole story - all the while, Tobiah was sending frightening letters to Nehemiah. Those
letter were not one of Tobiah’s good deeds.
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Pastor Hank’s Notes on: Nehemiah 7
Nehemiah 7
The appointment of Hanani and Hananiah.

1 Now it came to pass, when the wall was built, and I had set up the doors, and the porters and
the singers and the Levites were appointed,
The singers and the Levites were there to lead the people in worship; the walls were not rebuilt
so the people of Jerusalem could look at nice walls. They were rebuilt so they could worship God
with greater glory and freedom than ever before!

2

That I gave my brother Hanani, and Hananiah the ruler of the palace, charge over Jerusalem:
for he was a faithful man, and feared God above many.
Hanani here is the same person who brought Nehemiah the sad news about the state of Jerusalem
while Nehemiah was still cupbearer to king Artaxerxes (Nehemiah 1:2-3).
And we see two requirements for putting a man in charge of something:
1. “he was a faithful man”
2. “and feared God above many”
And it’s been said that the one who fears God the most, accomplishes the most!
Ecclesiastes 7:18 says:
18 It

is good that thou shouldest take hold of this; yea, also from this withdraw not thine hand: for
he that feareth God shall come forth of them all.
What’s going on here? Because it’s time for Nehemiah to go back to Persia.
Remember Nehemiah 2:6
6 And

the king said unto me, (the queen also sitting by him,) For how long shall thy journey be?
and when wilt thou return? So it pleased the king to send me; and I set him a time.

verse3

And I said unto them, Let not the gates of Jerusalem be opened until the sun be hot;
and while they stand by, let them shut the doors, and bar them: and appoint watches of the
inhabitants of Jerusalem, every one in his watch, and every one to be over against his house.
“Let not the gates of Jerusalem be opened until the sun be hot”
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The Gates usually opened at Sunrise and closed at Sunset, and Nehemiah orders that Gates are to
be opened when the Sun becomes hot. Why? In case of a Dawn attack! Armies throughout
History have oftened attacked at Dawn. Most citizens are still sleeping, most of The Army is
asleep, and you have a limited Guard on patrol.
Famous Dawn Attacks:
The Alamo: After a two-week siege, Mexican forces attacked at dawn on March 6: the Alamo
was overrun in less than two hours.
Civil War, Antietam: The battle opened at dawn (about 5:30 a.m.) on September 17 with an
attack down the Hagerstown Turnpike by the Union I Corps under Joseph Hooker.
Pearl Harbor: About 360 Japanese attack planes had launched at dawn from aircraft carriers in an
attack force of about 33 ships, under the command of Vice-Admiral Chuichi Nagumo. The strike
force had steamed, under the cover of darkness, to about 275 to 200 miles north of Oahu.
“and appoint watches”
When you're "on watch" it means you're staying awake to guard and make sure things are OK
while others sleep. You all take turns to be on watch. Think of a situation such as camping in the
wilderness, or in a war zone, where your group may be attacked.
Isaiah 21:11
11 The

burden of Dumah. He calleth to me out of Seir, Watchman, what of the night? Watchman,
what of the night?
In the Christian life, often a victory is won and later lost because there was no guard. An enemy
may come in because we are not watching. Walls can be climbed if there is no one there to stop
the enemy, but an enemy is easily turned back from a wall by a guard.

4

Now the city was large and great: but the people were few therein, and the houses were not
builded.
They built the Walls before their houses got fixed up.

5

And my God put into mine heart to gather together the nobles, and the rulers, and the people,
that they might be reckoned by genealogy. And I found a register of the genealogy of them
which came up at the first, and found written therein,
"And my God put it into mine heart." Nehemiah always gave God credit for whatever he did,
giving all the glory to God.
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The List of the returned families. The citizens of Jerusalem who returned from the
Babylonian captivity.

6

These are the children of the province, that went up out of the captivity, of those that had been
carried away, whom Nebuchadnezzar the king of Babylon had carried away, and came again to
Jerusalem and to Judah, every one unto his city;
Why read a long boring List of people we don’t know? Jesus said in Matthew 4:4
4 But

he answered and said, It is written, Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word
that proceedeth out of the mouth of God.
This list was important because each of these people were important to God!

7

Who came with Zerubbabel, Jeshua, Nehemiah, Azariah, Raamiah, Nahamani, Mordecai,
Bilshan, Mispereth, Bigvai, Nehum, Baanah. The number, I say, of the men of the people of
Israel was this;
Zerubbabel: In the Birth lineage of Jesus!
Matthew 1:12-13
12 And

after they were brought to Babylon, Jechonias begat Salathiel; and Salathiel begat
Zorobabel;
13 And

Zorobabel begat Abiud; and Abiud begat Eliakim; and Eliakim begat Azor;

Nehemiah: The Author

Verse 8
9 The

The children of Parosh, two thousand an hundred seventy and two.

children of Shephatiah, three hundred seventy and two.

10 The

children of Arah, six hundred fifty and two.

11 The

children of Pahathmoab, of the children of Jeshua and Joab, two thousand and eight
hundred and eighteen.
12 The

children of Elam, a thousand two hundred fifty and four.

13 The

children of Zattu, eight hundred forty and five.

14 The

children of Zaccai, seven hundred and threescore.
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15 The

children of Binnui, six hundred forty and eight.

16 The

children of Bebai, six hundred twenty and eight.

17 The

children of Azgad, two thousand three hundred twenty and two.

18 The

children of Adonikam, six hundred threescore and seven. (667)

Ezra 2:13
13 The

children of Adonikam, six hundred sixty and six. (666) Interesting

Adonikam means: The Lord of the Rebellion.
The difference is because either one was born on the way, or one didn’t register.
19 The

children of Bigvai, two thousand threescore and seven.

20 The

children of Adin, six hundred fifty and five.

21 The

children of Ater of Hezekiah, ninety and eight.

22 The

children of Hashum, three hundred twenty and eight.

23 The

children of Bezai, three hundred twenty and four.

24 The

children of Hariph, an hundred and twelve.

25 The

children of Gibeon, ninety and five.

26 The

men of Bethlehem and Netophah, an hundred fourscore and eight.

27 The

men of Anathoth, an hundred twenty and eight.

28 The

men of Bethazmaveth, forty and two.

29 The

men of Kirjathjearim, Chephirah, and Beeroth, seven hundred forty and three.

30 The

men of Ramah and Gaba, six hundred twenty and one.

31 The

men of Michmas, an hundred and twenty and two.

32 The

men of Bethel and Ai, an hundred twenty and three.

33 The

men of the other Nebo, fifty and two.
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34 The

children of the other Elam, a thousand two hundred fifty and four.

35 The

children of Harim, three hundred and twenty.

36 The

children of Jericho, three hundred forty and five.

37 The

children of Lod, Hadid, and Ono, seven hundred twenty and one.

38 The

children of Senaah, three thousand nine hundred and thirty.

39 The

priests: the children of Jedaiah, of the house of Jeshua, nine hundred seventy and three.

40 The

children of Immer, a thousand fifty and two.

41 The

children of Pashur, a thousand two hundred forty and seven.

42 The

children of Harim, a thousand and seventeen.

43 The

Levites: the children of Jeshua, of Kadmiel, and of the children of Hodevah, seventy and

four.
44 The

singers: the children of Asaph, an hundred forty and eight.

45 The

porters: the children of Shallum, the children of Ater, the children of Talmon, the children
of Akkub, the children of Hatita, the children of Shobai, an hundred thirty and eight.
46 The

Nethinims: the children of Ziha, the children of Hashupha, the children of Tabbaoth,

47 The

children of Keros, the children of Sia, the children of Padon,

48 The

children of Lebana, the children of Hagaba, the children of Shalmai,

49 The

children of Hanan, the children of Giddel, the children of Gahar,

50 The

children of Reaiah, the children of Rezin, the children of Nekoda,

51 The

children of Gazzam, the children of Uzza, the children of Phaseah,

Throughout The Bible “The Children of” are mentioned this way, why? Because Children are
very important to The Jews and God as well! There’s Prophecies of both Blessing’s and Curses
to the Children of the Jews!
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Deuteronomy 5:9
9 Thou

shalt not bow down thyself unto them, nor serve them: for I the LORDthy God am a
jealous God, visiting the iniquity of the fathers upon the children unto the third and fourth
generation of them that hate me,
Deuteronomy 28:18
18 Cursed

shall be the fruit of thy body, and the fruit of thy land, the increase of thy kine, and the
flocks of thy sheep.
When Hitler came to power in Germany and the persecution of The Jews started one of the first
things they did to The Jews was to take their Children away and breakup/ separate the Family!
Continuing…
52 The

children of Besai, the children of Meunim, the children of Nephishesim,

53 The

children of Bakbuk, the children of Hakupha, the children of Harhur,

54 The

children of Bazlith, the children of Mehida, the children of Harsha,

55 The

children of Barkos, the children of Sisera, the children of Tamah,

56 The

children of Neziah, the children of Hatipha.

57 The

children of Solomon's servants: the children of Sotai, the children of Sophereth, the
children of Perida,
58 The

children of Jaala, the children of Darkon, the children of Giddel,

59 The

children of Shephatiah, the children of Hattil, the children of Pochereth of Zebaim, the
children of Amon.
60 All

the Nethinims, and the children of Solomon's servants, were three hundred ninety and two.

61 And

these were they which went up also from Telmelah, Telharesha, Cherub, Addon, and
Immer: but they could not shew their father's house, nor their seed, whether they were of Israel.
62 The

children of Delaiah, the children of Tobiah, the children of Nekoda, six hundred forty and

two.
63 And

of the priests: the children of Habaiah, the children of Koz, the children of Barzillai,
which took one of the daughters of Barzillai the Gileadite to wife, and was called after their
name.
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64 These

sought their register among those that were reckoned by genealogy, but it was not
found: therefore were they, as polluted, put from the priesthood.
These claimed to be Priests, but couldn’t prove it by the register.
65 And

the Tirshatha said unto them, that they should not eat of the most holy things, till there
stood up a priest with Urim and Thummim.
The terms "Urim" and "Thummim" have traditionally been understood as "lights" and
"perfections". The Urim and Thummim were a means of revelation entrusted to the high priest.
No description of them is given. This oracular means apparently consisted of a material object or
objects since it was physically stored in the breast piece of the high priest ( Exodus 28:30 ; Lev
8:8 ).
66 The

whole congregation together was forty and two thousand three hundred and threescore,

Ezra 2:64
64 The

whole congregation together was forty and two thousand three hundred and threescore,

Both Lists end with 42,360, when you add the true totals that we just read in Nehemiah, the total
is 31,089 and Ezra’s total is 29,818. Why the difference?
Nehemiah’s List is a supplemental List to Ezra’s List, and there a few reasons for the
differences:
1. The Register the Ezra took was taken in Babylon before they took the trip to Jerusalem. The
Register that Nehemiah took was taken in Judah many years after Ezra’s.
2. Some people could have died and some people were born along the way.
3. Some people who started didn’t finish and some didn’t show up who didn’t Register in the
first place!
67 Beside

their manservants and their maidservants, of whom there were seven thousand three
hundred thirty and seven: and they had two hundred forty and five singing men and singing
women.
Even the Animals were counted!
68 Their

horses, seven hundred thirty and six: their mules, two hundred forty and five:

69 Their

camels, four hundred thirty and five: six thousand seven hundred and twenty asses.

This means God has a Record on YOU!
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70 And

some of the chief of the fathers gave unto the work. The Tirshatha gave to the treasure a
thousand drams of gold, fifty basons, five hundred and thirty priests' garments.
71 And

some of the chief of the fathers gave to the treasure of the work twenty thousand drams of
gold, and two thousand and two hundred pound of silver.
72 And

that which the rest of the people gave was twenty thousand drams of gold, and two
thousand pound of silver, and threescore and seven priests' garments.
73 So

the priests, and the Levites, and the porters, and the singers, and some of the people, and the
Nethinims, and all Israel, dwelt in their cities; and when the seventh month came, the children
of Israel were in their cities.
The seventh month in The Jewish calendar is: September-October.
Numbers 29:1-16 you have:
The seventh month is The Feast of Tabernacles.
The seventh month is The Feast of Trumpets.
The seventh month is The Day of Atonement. (Yom Kipur)
The number “7’s” spiritual meaning is Completeness.
and when the seventh month came, the children of Israel were in their cities.
Amen!
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Urim and the Thummim (Supplemental)

Nehemiah 7:65

And the Tirshatha said unto them, that they should not eat of the most holy
things, till there stood up a priest with Urim and Thummim.
These claimed to be Priests, but couldn’t prove it by the register.
The terms "Urim" and "Thummim" have traditionally been understood as "lights" and
"perfections". The Urim and Thummim were a means of revelation entrusted to the high priest.
No description of them is given. This oracular means apparently consisted of a material object or
objects since it was physically stored in the breast piece of the high priest (Exodus 28:30 ; Lev
8:8 ).
In Exodus 28:1-15, God gave Moses specific and detailed instructions on how to make the
priestly garment for his brother, Aaron, the High Priest. Verse 15 says:
Exodus 28:15
15 And

thou shalt make the breastplate of judgment with cunning work; after the work of the
ephod thou shalt make it; of gold, of blue, and of purple, and of scarlet, and of fine twined linen,
shalt thou make it.
The breast piece was folded double to make a pocket or pouch around the heart. Inside this
pocket or pouch were placed two objects, the Urim and Thummim. They were to be close to
Aaron’s heart when he entered the Tabernacle in the presence of the Lord.
Exodus 28:28-30
28 And

they shall bind the breastplate by the rings thereof unto the rings of the ephod with a lace
of blue, that it may be above the curious girdle of the ephod, and that the breastplate be not
loosed from the ephod.
29 And

Aaron shall bear the names of the children of Israel in the breastplate of judgment upon
his heart, when he goeth in unto the holy place, for a memorial before the LORD continually.
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30 And

thou shalt put in the breastplate of judgment the Urim and the Thummim; and they shall
be upon Aaron's heart, when he goeth in before the LORD: and Aaron shall bear the judgment of
the children of Israel upon his heart before the LORD continually.
The priest could use the Urim and Thummim to determine God’s will in a particular situation.
We are not exactly sure what the Urim and Thummim were, but the priest carried them in his
breastplate and they would give a yes or no answer to a specific question.
Joshua, in Numbers 27:21, was commissioned to succeed Moses and was instructed to go before
Eleazar, the high priest and to obtain decisions from him by consulting the Urim. Joshua knew
when to stay and when to go by consulting the Urim and Thummim.
Numbers 27:21
21 And

he shall stand before Eleazar the priest, who shall ask counsel for him after the judgment
of Urim before the LORD: at his word shall they go out, and at his word they shall come in, both
he, and all the children of Israel with him, even all the congregation.
Saul also consulted the Urim and Thummim in1 Samuel 28:6, but he didn’t get the answer he
was looking for.
1 Samuel 28:6
6 And

when Saul enquired of the LORD, the LORD answered him not, neither by dreams, nor by
Urim, nor by prophets.
The Urim and Thummim are mentioned in Nehemiah when they were rebuilding the wall and
returning to Jerusalem from Babylonian captivity. A question arose as to who were eligible to
become priests, since all family records had been lost (Nehemiah 7:65 and Ezra 2:63).
Nehemiah 7:65
65 And

the Tirshatha said unto them, that they should not eat of the most holy things, till there
stood up a priest with Urim and Thummim.
Ezra 2:63
63 And

the Tirshatha said unto them, that they should not eat of the most holy things, till there
stood up a priest with Urim and with Thummim.
Why Urim and the Thummim?
1 Corinthians 1:22
22 For

the Jews require a sign, and the Greeks seek after wisdom:
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Pastor Hank’s Notes on: Nehemiah 8
Nehemiah 8
Introduction:
In Nehemiah 8; Nehemiah 9 and Nehemiah 10 are a unit, incorporated by the author Nehemiah
as an explanation of the great celebration that followed the completion of the wall.
Now the context here is that Nehemiah, Ezra and the returning captivity are all together for the
first time.
This is the first time and The Jews only return back to Israel two times. This is the first time!
Isaiah 11:11 says:
11 And

it shall come to pass in that day, that the Lord shall set his hand again the second time to
recover the remnant of his people, which shall be left, from Assyria, and from Egypt, and from
Pathros, and from Cush, and from Elam, and from Shinar, and from Hamath, and from the
islands of the sea.
When’s the second time that The Jews return back to Israel?
Remember our introduction? Answer: The Balfour Declaration 1914-1948!
Hearing God’s Word sparks revival!
Verse 1 And all the people gathered themselves together as one man into the street that was
before the water gate; and they spake unto Ezra the scribe to bring the book of the law of
Moses, which the LORD had commanded to Israel.
“Ezra the scribe” Ezra was the man responsible for having the temple rebuilt, and for returning
God’s people to worship. Nehemiah, in all his work of rebuilding the walls, just carried on the
work Ezra had begun.
Ezra cared about God’s Word, because he was a scribe - someone who copied the Bible by hand.
We know he was a man devoted to God Himself, because he was a godly priest!
“the book of the law of Moses” This refers to either: the first five books of the Bible (Genesis,
Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, and Deuteronomy), or the Book of Deuteronomy which is “The
Book of the Law). Both were Israel’s instruction manual for how to live before God.

2

And Ezra the priest brought the law before the congregation both of men and women, and all
that could hear with understanding, upon the first day of the seventh month.
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“first day of the seventh month” Rosh Hashanah (Hebrew: ראש השנה, literally "head [of] the
year"), is the Jewish New Year although the real name for this Feast of the Lord is called Yom
Teruah or The Feast of Trumpets!

3

And he read therein before the street that was before the water gate from the morning until
midday, before the men and the women, and those that could understand; and the ears of all
the people were attentive unto the book of the law.
Ezra read God’s Word from 6am-12 noon! For some six hours he read God’s Word and the
people listened.
“and those that could understand” = The Hebrew language.

4

And Ezra the scribe stood upon a pulpit of wood, which they had made for the purpose; and
beside him stood Mattithiah, and Shema, and Anaiah, and Urijah, and Hilkiah, and Maaseiah, on
his right hand; and on his left hand, Pedaiah, and Mishael, and Malchiah, and Hashum, and
Hashbadana, Zechariah, and Meshullam.

5

And Ezra opened the book in the sight of all the people; (for he was above all the people;) and
when he opened it, all the people stood up:
The Pulpit here in verses 4-5 was a raised platform.
They had taken the time to build a wooden platform so the Word of God could be heard.
They did practical things so God’s Word would have the greatest effect.
More people can see the Speaker on a raised Platform.
If the Speaker is on a raised Platform, his voice can carry a longer distance
**This is why many Churches have a raised platform, and Pulpit made of wood.
all the people stood up
They had a respect for God’s Word. They recognized it for what it was - the Word of God, not
the word of man. They honored it.
This is why in some Churches the people stand when The Bible is being read.
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6

And Ezra blessed the LORD, the great God. And all the people answered, Amen, Amen, with
lifting up their hands: and they bowed their heads, and worshipped the LORD with their faces to
the ground.
“the people answered, Amen, Amen”
This work of the Word of God and the Spirit of God had three immediate results:
· The people thanked God (by saying Amen when Ezra blessed the Lord)
· They prayed (they bowed their heads)
· They worshipped (their faces to the ground down before Him)

1 Corinthians 14:16 says:
16 Else

when thou shalt bless with the spirit, how shall he that occupieth the room of the
unlearned say Amen at thy giving of thanks, seeing he understandeth not what thou sayest?
What do you think this means?

7

Also Jeshua, and Bani, and Sherebiah, Jamin, Akkub, Shabbethai, Hodijah, Maaseiah, Kelita,
Azariah, Jozabad, Hanan, Pelaiah, and the Levites, caused the people to understand the law: and
the people stood in their place.
On the right hand and left hand of Ezra were men who were supporting him in his ministry of
teaching God’s Word. The ministry of God’s Word has the greatest effect when people can see
men who are in support of it and obedient to it.
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8

So they read in the book in the law of God distinctly, and gave the sense, and caused them to
understand the reading.
Here we have the Model for Ideal Preaching!
One: They read in the book in the law of God distinctly.
Two: And gave the sense.
Three: And caused them to understand the reading.
Preaching has to have these three Elements:
1. You hear The Word being Preached.
2. The Sense has to be given.
3. You have to understand the Sense.
Pastors/Preaching:
1. Reading: You read The Bible,
2. Exegesis: You explain what it means,
3. Illustration Use: You cause them to understand the explanation! Jesus was The Master of
Illustration!

9

And Nehemiah, which is the Tirshatha, and Ezra the priest the scribe, and the Levites that
taught the people, said unto all the people, This day is holy unto the LORD your God; mourn
not, nor weep. For all the people wept, when they heard the words of the law.
“Tirshatha”: The Governor.
“This day is holy unto the LORD your God; mourn not, nor weep. For all the people wept,
when they heard the words of the law”
What were they weeping about? The Book of The Law! Hard Preaching!
Deuteronomy 28:15-35
15 But

it shall come to pass, if thou wilt not hearken unto the voice of the LORD thy God, to
observe to do all his commandments and his statutes which I command thee this day; that all
these curses shall come upon thee, and overtake thee:
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16 Cursed

shalt thou be in the city, and cursed shalt thou be in the field.

17 Cursed

shall be thy basket and thy store.

18 Cursed

shall be the fruit of thy body, and the fruit of thy land, the increase of thy kine, and the
flocks of thy sheep.
19 Cursed

shalt thou be when thou comest in, and cursed shalt thou be when thou goest out.

20 The

LORD shall send upon thee cursing, vexation, and rebuke, in all that thou settest thine hand
unto for to do, until thou be destroyed, and until thou perish quickly; because of the wickedness
of thy doings, whereby thou hast forsaken me.
21 The

LORD shall make the pestilence cleave unto thee, until he have consumed thee from off the
land, whither thou goest to possess it.
22 The

LORD shall smite thee with a consumption, and with a fever, and with an inflammation,
and with an extreme burning, and with the sword, and with blasting, and with mildew; and they
shall pursue thee until thou perish.
23 And

thy heaven that is over thy head shall be brass, and the earth that is under thee shall be

iron.
24 The

LORD shall make the rain of thy land powder and dust: from heaven shall it come down
upon thee, until thou be destroyed.
25 The

LORD shall cause thee to be smitten before thine enemies: thou shalt go out one way
against them, and flee seven ways before them: and shalt be removed into all the kingdoms of the
earth.
26 And

thy carcase shall be meat unto all fowls of the air, and unto the beasts of the earth, and no
man shall fray them away.
27 The

LORD will smite thee with the botch of Egypt, and with the emerods, and with the scab,
and with the itch, whereof thou canst not be healed.
28 The

LORD shall smite thee with madness, and blindness, and astonishment of heart:

29 And

thou shalt grope at noonday, as the blind gropeth in darkness, and thou shalt not prosper
in thy ways: and thou shalt be only oppressed and spoiled evermore, and no man shall save thee.
30 Thou

shalt betroth a wife, and another man shall lie with her: thou shalt build an house, and
thou shalt not dwell therein: thou shalt plant a vineyard, and shalt not gather the grapes thereof.
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31 Thine

ox shall be slain before thine eyes, and thou shalt not eat thereof: thine ass shall be
violently taken away from before thy face, and shall not be restored to thee: thy sheep shall be
given unto thine enemies, and thou shalt have none to rescue them.
32 Thy

sons and thy daughters shall be given unto another people, and thine eyes shall look, and
fail with longing for them all the day long; and there shall be no might in thine hand.
33 The

fruit of thy land, and all thy labours, shall a nation which thou knowest not eat up; and
thou shalt be only oppressed and crushed alway:
34 So

that thou shalt be mad for the sight of thine eyes which thou shalt see.

35 The

LORD shall smite thee in the knees, and in the legs, with a sore botch that cannot be
healed, from the sole of thy foot unto the top of thy head.

verse 10

Then he said unto them, Go your way, eat the fat, and drink the sweet, and send
portions unto them for whom nothing is prepared: for this day is holy unto our LORD: neither be
ye sorry; for the joy of the LORD is your strength.
“eat the fat” The best portion!
This verse is in reference to:
Deuteronomy 16:11
11 And

thou shalt rejoice before the LORD thy God, thou, and thy son, and thy daughter, and thy
manservant, and thy maidservant, and the Levite that is within thy gates, and the stranger, and
the fatherless, and the widow, that are among you, in the place which the LORD thy God hath
chosen to place his name there.
“for the joy of the LORD is your strength” One of the great truths of God!
Jesus said in: John 15:11
11 These

things have I spoken unto you, that my joy might remain in you, and that your joy
might be full.
Jesus is our Joy!
Luke 2:10
10 And

the angel said unto them, Fear not: for, behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy,
which shall be to all people.
What’s the second Fruit of The Spirit?
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Galatians 5:22
22 But

the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, faith,

Joy= A feeling of great pleasure and happiness!
Habakkuk 3:18
18 Yet

I will rejoice in the LORD, I will joy in the God of my salvation.

What’s missing today? Answer=

JOY!!

verse 11

So the Levites stilled all the people, saying, Hold your peace, for the day is holy;
neither be ye grieved.
Ezra, Nehemiah, and the Levites did not want the people to grieve, even though it is a good thing
to be sad under the conviction of the Holy Spirit through the Word of God.

12

And all the people went their way to eat, and to drink, and to send portions, and to make
great mirth, because they had understood the words that were declared unto them.
“eat, and to drink, and to send portions” Eat, drink and be merry in the right context!
That’s eating for The Lord, that’s drinking for The Lord, that’s having a good time for The Lord!
1 Timothy 6:17 says:
17 Charge

them that are rich in this world, that they be not highminded, nor trust in uncertain
riches, but in the living God, who giveth us richly all things to enjoy;
The reason for this great joy is stated in the words: “because they had understood the words that
were declared unto them”.
REGARDING THE SECOND DAY OF THE SEVENTH MONTH
The people keep the Feast of Tabernacles.

verse 13

And on the second day were gathered together the chief of the fathers of all the people,
the priests, and the Levites, unto Ezra the scribe, even to understand the words of the law.

14

And they found written in the law which the LORD had commanded by Moses, that the
children of Israel should dwell in booths in the feast of the seventh month:
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15

And that they should publish and proclaim in all their cities, and in Jerusalem, saying, Go
forth unto the mount, and fetch olive branches, and pine branches, and myrtle branches, and
palm branches, and branches of thick trees, to make booths, as it is written.
Leviticus 23:34, 42
34 Speak

unto the children of Israel, saying, The fifteenth day of this seventh month shall be the
feast of tabernacles for seven days unto the LORD.
42 Ye

shall dwell in booths seven days; all that are Israelites born shall dwell in booths:

verse 16

So the people went forth, and brought them, and made themselves booths, every one
upon the roof of his house, and in their courts, and in the courts of the house of God, and in the
street of the water gate, and in the street of the gate of Ephraim.

17

And all the congregation of them that were come again out of the captivity made booths, and
sat under the booths: for since the days of Jeshua the son of Nun unto that day had not the
children of Israel done so. And there was very great gladness.
Why Booths? Two reasons:
1. The Feast of Tabernacles was all about remembering how God had blessed and provided for
Israel in the wilderness during the Exodus. They moved around and lived in Tents.
2. To show them that when they get to The Promised Land, they’ll live in a Permanent Place.
This is a type of the Christian and The Lord’s Second Coming. Right now we’re living in The
Wilderness, but when The Lord returns, we’ll be living in a Permanent Place!
Amos 9:14-15
14 And

I will bring again the captivity of my people of Israel, and they shall build the waste cities,
and inhabit them; and they shall plant vineyards, and drink the wine thereof; they shall also make
gardens, and eat the fruit of them.
15 And

I will plant them upon their land, and they shall no more be pulled up out of their land
which I have given them, saith the LORD thy God.

18

Also day by day, from the first day unto the last day, he read in the book of the law of God.
And they kept the feast seven days; and on the eighth day was a solemn assembly, according
unto the manner.
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Booth/Sukkah
The halakha requires eating and sleeping in the sukkah. However, Jews are not expected to
remain in the sukkah if they would be very uncomfortable there. For this reason, Jews living at
northern latitudes will generally not sleep in the sukkah due to the cold temperatures of autumn
nights. Some Jews in these locales will spend some time in the sukkah eating and relaxing but go
indoors to sleep.
When rain falls on the sukkah, one is not required to stay inside. The Mishna in Sukkah 28b
compares rain falling on a sukkah to a master who receives a drink from his servant and then
throws it back in the servant's face. The analogy is that through the rainfall, God is showing
displeasure with the performance of the mitzvah by not allowing the Jews to fulfill their
obligation of sitting in the sukkah.
In Israel and other temperate climates (such as Florida, Australia, and Southern California),
observant Jews will often conduct all their eating, studying, and sleeping activities in the sukkah.
Many Jews will not eat or drink anything outside the sukkah. Others will drink or eat fruit
outside the sukkah.
In Israel, it is common practice for hotels, restaurants, snack shops, and outdoor tourist
attractions (such as zoos) to provide a sukkah for customers to dine in.
A sukkah must have 3 walls. It should be at least three feet tall, and be positioned so that all or
part of its roof is open to the sky. The roof covering, known as s'chach in Hebrew, must consist
of something that grew from the earth but is currently disconnected from it. Palm leaves, bamboo
sticks, pine branches, wood and the like can all be used.
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Pastor Hank’s Notes on: Nehemiah 9
NEHEMIAH 9 - ISRAEL CONFESSES THEIR SIN
Nehemiah 9
1 Now in the twenty and fourth day of this month the children of Israel were assembled with
fasting, and with sackclothes, and earth upon them.
a. The children of Israel were assembled: After the wall was completed, after the wall was
working, after the people had heard and obeyed God’s Word, after the Holy Spirit was doing a
significant work in the lives of people - now there is a scene of dramatic, humble repentance.
b. Assembled with fasting: Fasting showed their lowly, humble state.
c. In sackclothes: This was wearing rough fabric, like a burlap bag. Again, this was to show
their complete poverty of spirit before God. They also wanted to say, “we are so troubled by our
sin, the normal comforts of life are unimportant.”
d. With earth upon them: This meant they took little handfuls of dirt and cast them on their
heads. This was also to show their lowly state before God, and to say “we are so troubled by our
sin, the normal comforts of life are unimportant.”

verse 2

And the seed of Israel separated themselves from all strangers, and stood and confessed
their sins, and the iniquities of their fathers.
Those who were of the pure line of Israel came forth to confess the sin of their nation; they
confessed their sins and the iniquities of their fathers.

3

And they stood up in their place, and read in the book of the law of the LORD their God one
fourth part of the day; and another fourth part they confessed, and worshipped the LORD their
God.
The prayer of repentance, those leading the congregation:

4

Then stood up upon the stairs, of the Levites, Jeshua, and Bani, Kadmiel, Shebaniah, Bunni,
Sherebiah, Bani, and Chenani, and cried with a loud voice unto the LORD their God.
The longest prayer in the Bible is recorded in this chapter, verses 5-38!

5

Then the Levites, Jeshua, and Kadmiel, Bani, Hashabniah, Sherebiah, Hodijah, Shebaniah, and
Pethahiah, said, Stand up and bless the LORD your God for ever and ever: and blessed be thy
glorious name, which is exalted above all blessing and praise.
Praise to the God of all creation. Verse 6:
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6

Thou, even thou, art LORD alone; thou hast made heaven, the heaven of heavens, with all their
host, the earth, and all things that are therein, the seas, and all that is therein, and thou preservest
them all; and the host of heaven worshippeth thee.
“Thou, even thou, art LORD alone; thou hast made” – It wasn’t Mother Nature or Charles
Darwin!
“the heaven of heavens” – The third Heaven.
“with all their host” – The Angels, The Arch Angels, The Cherubim and Seraphim.
“the earth, and all things that are therein, the seas, and all that is therein” – Man, Animals,
Incects, Plants, etc… ALL THINGS!
“and thou preservest them all” The reason why you’re alive? God has preserved you!
Praise to the God who chose Abraham and made a covenant with him and his descendants.
Verses 7-8:

7

Thou art the LORD the God, who didst choose Abram, and broughtest him forth out of Ur of
the Chaldees, and gavest him the name of Abraham;

8

And foundest his heart faithful before thee, and madest a covenant with him to give the land of
the Canaanites, the Hittites, the Amorites, and the Perizzites, and the Jebusites, and the
Girgashites, to give it, I say, to his seed, and hast performed thy words; for thou art righteous:
Reference: Genesis 12:3
3 And

I will bless them that bless thee, and curse him that curseth thee: and in thee shall all
families of the earth be blessed.
Praise to the God who delivered Israel from Egypt and provided for them in the
wilderness. Verses 9-15

9

And didst see the affliction of our fathers in Egypt, and heardest their cry by the Red sea;

10

And shewedst signs and wonders upon Pharaoh, and on all his servants, and on all the people
of his land: for thou knewest that they dealt proudly against them. So didst thou get thee a name,
as it is this day.

11

And thou didst divide the sea before them, so that they went through the midst of the sea on
the dry land; and their persecutors thou threwest into the deeps, as a stone into the mighty waters.
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Important Bible verse! Why? Look at Maps in The Bible! This is a good Map.

Exodus 14:1-2, 21
1 And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying,
2 Speak

unto the children of Israel, that they turn and encamp before Pihahiroth, between Migdol
and the sea, over against Baalzephon: before it shall ye encamp by the sea.
21 And

Moses stretched out his hand over the sea; and the LORD caused the sea to go back by a
strong east wind all that night, and made the sea dry land, and the waters were divided.
Most “Bible Scholars” and Bible Map designers have The Children of Israel going around The
Red Sea or crossing through “Marshes”. Why? They don’t believe in Miracles!
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Joshua 4:23
23 For

the LORD your God dried up the waters of Jordan from before you, until ye were passed
over, as the LORD your God did to the Red sea, which he dried up from before us, until we were
gone over: (You see the comparison between the River Jordan and the Red Sea)

verse 12

Moreover thou leddest them in the day by a cloudy pillar; and in the night by a pillar of
fire, to give them light in the way wherein they should go.
“a cloudy pillar; and in the night by a pillar of fire” – Type of The Holy Spirit!
“to give them light in the way wherein they should go” – Type of The Holy Spirit in The
Christians life!

13

Thou camest down also upon mount Sinai, and spakest with them from heaven, and gavest
them right judgments, and true laws, good statutes and commandments:
Right Judgments: What God will do against the thing.
True Laws: What Man should follow or go by.
Good Statutes: Governmental Regulations.
Commandments: An order to do something.
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Verse 13 & 14 is speaking of Exodus 20.

14

And madest known unto them thy holy sabbath, and commandedst them precepts, statutes,
and laws, by the hand of Moses thy servant:
Precepts: A way of handling the matter.
“thy holy sabbath” No one: Adam, Noah, Abraham) observed until God gave it to Moses, and
the Sabbath were for OT Jews from Moses till The New Testament.
Ezekiel 20:20
20 And

hallow my sabbaths; and they shall be a sign between me and you, that ye may know
that I am the LORD your God.
Ezekiel 20:13
13 But

the house of Israel rebelled against me in the wilderness: they walked not in my statutes,
and they despised my judgments, which if a man do, he shall even live in them; and my sabbaths
they greatly polluted: then I said, I would pour out my fury upon them in the wilderness, to
consume them.
The Sabbath was a Ceremonial Sign in that God rested after six days of creation to the Jews! So
those Churches like the Seventh Day Adventist and others who follow this are wrong. We’re not
under The Law, but Under Grace! We are not OT Jews, but NT Christians!

15

And gavest them bread from heaven for their hunger, and broughtest forth water for them out
of the rock for their thirst, and promisedst them that they should go in to possess the land which
thou hadst sworn to give them.
“bread” The Manna. Type of The Bible and Jesus!
Our Bread:
The Bible! Matthew 4:4
4 But

he answered and said, It is written, Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word
that proceedeth out of the mouth of God.
Jesus is our Bread! John 6:35
35 And

Jesus said unto them, I am the bread of life: he that cometh to me shall never hunger; and
he that believeth on me shall never thirst.
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“water for them out of the rock for their thirst” Type of Jesus and The Holy Spirit!
Jesus and The Holy Spirit is our Water! John 7:38
38 He

that believeth on me, as the scripture hath said, out of his belly shall flow rivers of living
water.
39 (But

this spake he of the Spirit, which they that believe on him should receive: for the Holy
Ghost was not yet given; because that Jesus was not yet glorified.)
Paul writing of this in:
1 Corinthians 10
1 Moreover, brethren, I would not that ye should be ignorant, how that all our fathers were under
the cloud, and all passed through the sea;
2 And

were all baptized unto Moses in the cloud and in the sea;

3 And

did all eat the same spiritual meat;

4 And

did all drink the same spiritual drink: for they drank of that spiritual Rock that followed
them: and that Rock was Christ.
And what’s going on here is a reminder of Old Testament History!
Jeremiah, Ezra, Daniel, Psalms 78, 105 & 106 do this. They review the History of Israel!
Psalm 105, an example of this:
1 O give thanks unto the LORD; call upon his name: make known his deeds among the people.
2 Sing

unto him, sing psalms unto him: talk ye of all his wondrous works.

3 Glory
4 Seek

ye in his holy name: let the heart of them rejoice that seek the LORD.

the LORD, and his strength: seek his face evermore.

5 Remember

his marvellous works that he hath done; his wonders, and the judgments of his

mouth;
6O

ye seed of Abraham his servant, ye children of Jacob his chosen.

7 He

is the LORD our God: his judgments are in all the earth.
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8 He

hath remembered his covenant for ever, the word which he commanded to a thousand
generations.
9 Which
10 And

covenant he made with Abraham, and his oath unto Isaac;

confirmed the same unto Jacob for a law, and to Israel for an everlasting covenant:

11 Saying,

Unto thee will I give the land of Canaan, the lot of your inheritance:

12 When

they were but a few men in number; yea, very few, and strangers in it.

13 When

they went from one nation to another, from one kingdom to another people;

14 He

suffered no man to do them wrong: yea, he reproved kings for their sakes;

15 Saying,

Touch not mine anointed, and do my prophets no harm.

16 Moreover
17 He

he called for a famine upon the land: he brake the whole staff of bread.

sent a man before them, even Joseph, who was sold for a servant:

18 Whose
19 Until
20 The

feet they hurt with fetters: he was laid in iron:

the time that his word came: the word of the LORD tried him.

king sent and loosed him; even the ruler of the people, and let him go free.

21 He

made him lord of his house, and ruler of all his substance:

22 To

bind his princes at his pleasure; and teach his senators wisdom.

23 Israel
24 And

also came into Egypt; and Jacob sojourned in the land of Ham.

he increased his people greatly; and made them stronger than their enemies.

25 He

turned their heart to hate his people, to deal subtilly with his servants.

26 He

sent Moses his servant; and Aaron whom he had chosen.

27 They

shewed his signs among them, and wonders in the land of Ham.

28 He

sent darkness, and made it dark; and they rebelled not against his word.

29 He

turned their waters into blood, and slew their fish.

30 Their

land brought forth frogs in abundance, in the chambers of their kings.
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31 He

spake, and there came divers sorts of flies, and lice in all their coasts.

32 He

gave them hail for rain, and flaming fire in their land.

33 He

smote their vines also and their fig trees; and brake the trees of their coasts.

34 He

spake, and the locusts came, and caterpillers, and that without number,

35 And
36 He

did eat up all the herbs in their land, and devoured the fruit of their ground.

smote also all the firstborn in their land, the chief of all their strength.

37 He

brought them forth also with silver and gold: and there was not one feeble person among
their tribes.
38 Egypt
39 He

spread a cloud for a covering; and fire to give light in the night.

40 The
41 He
42 For

was glad when they departed: for the fear of them fell upon them.

people asked, and he brought quails, and satisfied them with the bread of heaven.

opened the rock, and the waters gushed out; they ran in the dry places like a river.
he remembered his holy promise, and Abraham his servant.

43 And

he brought forth his people with joy, and his chosen with gladness:

44 And

gave them the lands of the heathen: and they inherited the labour of the people;

45 That

they might observe his statutes, and keep his laws. Praise ye the LORD.

Why do they review their History? To warn them of what can happen to them when they forsake
God!
History often repeats itself!
Ecclesiastes 1:9
9 The

thing that hath been, it is that which shall be; and that which is done is that which shall be
done: and there is no new thing under the sun.
“Those who fail to learn from history are doomed to repeat it.” Sir Winston Churchill
What can The New Testament Christian benefit from a “History” Lesson?
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1 Corinthians 10:11 Paul writing to The New Testament Church:
11 Now

all these things happened unto them for examples: and they are written for our
admonition, upon whom the ends of the world are come.
And we see the complete Bible here. You have the:
1. Past, they’re reviewing past History.
2. Present, they’re in the Present in Nehemiah 9.
3. Future, it’s for our Admonition/Doctrine!
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Pastor Hank’s Notes on: Nehemiah 9
Nehemiah 9
In Nehemiah 8; Nehemiah 9 and Nehemiah 10 are a unit, incorporated by the author Nehemiah
as an explanation of the great Worship and Celebration that followed the completion of the wall.
The Prayer/Review of Israel’s History cont…
GOD'S MERCY UPON ISRAEL IN THE WILDERNESS
The sinful response of man to God’s goodness. Verses 16-17

verse 16

But they and our fathers dealt proudly, and hardened their necks, and hearkened not to
thy commandments,
“But they and our fathers”: This was a terrible response to the great and good works of God on
behalf of Israel. God had been so good to Israel, but they and our fathers acted proudly.
Three things that often get in trouble with God:
1. We’re Proud 2. We harden our necks (Stubbornness) 3. We don’t hearken to God’s
Commandments!
God’s gracious reply to rebellious Israel. Verses: 17-21

Verse 17

And refused to obey, neither were mindful of thy wonders that thou didst among them;
but hardened their necks, and in their rebellion appointed a captain to return to their bondage: but
thou art a God ready to pardon, gracious and merciful, slow to anger, and of great kindness, and
forsookest them not.
“And refused to obey, neither were mindful of thy wonders that thou didst among them; but
hardened their necks, and in their rebellion appointed a captain to return to their bondage:”
The Children of Israel were not happy in The Wilderness, rebelled and appointed a captain to
lead them back to Egypt! This is found in:
Numbers 14:1-4
14 And all the congregation lifted up their voice, and cried; and the people wept that night.
2 And

all the children of Israel murmured against Moses and against Aaron: and the whole
congregation said unto them, Would God that we had died in the land of Egypt! or would God
we had died in this wilderness!
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3 And

wherefore hath the LORD brought us unto this land, to fall by the sword, that our wives and
our children should be a prey? were it not better for us to return into Egypt?
4 And

they said one to another, Let us make a captain, and let us return into Egypt.

“thou art a God ready to pardon, gracious and merciful, slow to anger, and of great kindness, and
forsookest them not.”
Attributes of God:
1. Pardon:
1 John 1:9
9 If

we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all
unrighteousness.
God’s gracious answer to the rebellion of Israel was glorious. Ready to pardon is especially
wonderful, indicating that there is nothing keeping God from pardoning us except our refusal to
come to Him through Jesus. He is ready to pardon, if we are ready to receive it.
2. Gracious means: Favorable; kind; benevolent; merciful; disposed to forgive offenses and
impart unmerited blessings.
1 Peter 2:3
3 If

so be ye have tasted that the Lord is gracious.

3. Merciful means: Having or exercising mercy; compassionate; tender; disposed to pity
offenders and to forgive their offenses; unwilling to punish for injuries; applied appropriately to
the Supreme being.
4. Slow to anger. God is patient when we Sin. He gives us time to repent and come back to Him!
5. Great Kindness. Kindness means: Good will; benevolence; that temper or disposition which
delights in contributing to the happiness of others, which is exercised cheerfully in gratifying
their wishes, supplying their wants or alleviating their distresses; benignity of nature. Kindness
ever accompanies love. And God’s Kindness is GREAT!
6. Forsookest them not. Forsake means: To quit or leave entirely; to desert; to abandon; to
depart from. To abandon; to renounce; to reject.
Deuteronomy 31:6
6 Be

strong and of a good courage, fear not, nor be afraid of them: for theLORD thy God, he it is
that doth go with thee; he will not fail thee, nor forsake thee.
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In The Wilderness review cont…

18

Yea, when they had made them a molten calf, and said, This is thy God that brought thee up
out of Egypt, and had wrought great provocations;
“made them a molten calf” Exodus chapter 32.

19

Yet thou in thy manifold mercies forsookest them not in the wilderness: the pillar of the cloud
departed not from them by day, to lead them in the way; neither the pillar of fire by night, to
shew them light, and the way wherein they should go.

20

Thou gavest also thy good spirit to instruct them, and withheldest not thy manna from their
mouth, and gavest them water for their thirst.
“thy good spirit” This is The Holy Spirit. In The Old Testament The Holy Spirit is sometimes
called “it” and is sometimes “spirit” is not capitalized. That is because The Holy Spirit was fully
revealed until The New Testament.

21

Yea, forty years didst thou sustain them in the wilderness, so that they lacked nothing; their
clothes waxed not old, and their feet swelled not.
Even after The Children of Israel made the golden calf and worshipped it, God still did not
forsake them. He still provided the cloud by day and the pillar of fire by night, He still guided
them by His spirit, He still fed them and gave them water. Together it all shows not how special
Israel was, but how special God is.
“clothes waxed not old” Here is an example of an overlooked Miracle in The Bible. They lived
outdoors in The Wilderness for 40 years and their clothes are as good as new. Anyone own a suit
or a dress that is 40 years old and is good as new?
The cycle of Israel’s relationship with God. Verses 22-31 From Joshua to Judges.

22

Moreover thou gavest them kingdoms and nations, and didst divide them into corners: so they
possessed the land of Sihon, and the land of the king of Heshbon, and the land of Og king of
Bashan.
“thou gavest them kingdoms and nations” God’s Blessing them!

23

Their children also multipliedst thou as the stars of heaven, and broughtest them into the land,
concerning which thou hadst promised to their fathers, that they should go in to possess it.
The Nation of Israel is multiplying-growing in population.
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Genesis 22:17
17 That

in blessing I will bless thee, and in multiplying I will multiply thy seed as the stars of the
heaven, and as the sand which is upon the sea shore; and thy seed shall possess the gate of his
enemies;

24

So the children went in and possessed the land, and thou subduedst before them the
inhabitants of the land, the Canaanites, and gavest them into their hands, with their kings, and the
people of the land, that they might do with them as they would.

25

And they took strong cities, and a fat land, and possessed houses full of all goods, wells
digged, vineyards, and oliveyards, and fruit trees in abundance: so they did eat, and were filled,
and became fat, and delighted themselves in thy great goodness.
“fat land” The best land!
When The Children of Israel followed God, God Blessed them! But…
The Review of Israel’s History cont…
THE CONTINUED DISOBEDIENCE OF THE PEOPLE AND THEIR MULTIPLE
REBELLIONS AGAINST GOD. Book of Judges.

26

Nevertheless they were disobedient, and rebelled against thee, and cast thy law behind their
backs, and slew thy prophets which testified against them to turn them to thee, and they wrought
great provocations.
“Nevertheless

they were disobedient, and rebelled against thee” Then, in the time of comfort and
abundance, Gods’ people turn from Him. Why? When you have “everything” they didn’t need
God!
Jesus said in: Luke 12:21-23
21 So

is he that layeth up treasure for himself, and is not rich toward God.

22 And

he said unto his disciples, Therefore I say unto you, Take no thought for your life, what ye
shall eat; neither for the body, what ye shall put on.
23 The

life is more than meat, and the body is more than raiment.

“and slew thy prophets which testified against them to turn them to thee”
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1 Kings 19:10 (See also 1 Kings 18:4, 2 Chronicles 24:21)
10 And

he said, I have been very jealous for the LORD God of hosts: for the children of Israel have
forsaken thy covenant, thrown down thine altars, and slain thy prophets with the sword; and I,
even I only, am left; and they seek my life, to take it away.
Jesus Praying in Matthew 23:37
37 O

Jerusalem, Jerusalem, thou that killest the prophets, and stonest them which are sent unto
thee, how often would I have gathered thy children together, even as a hen gathereth her
chickens under her wings, and ye would not!

Pastors Are Hurting
By Thom S. Rainer September 10, 2012
Not all the news about pastors is discouraging. Pastors feel privileged to be called to their places
of ministry. They have a deep love for those they shepherd. Most of them could not conceive of
doing anything else.
But please hear me: Many pastors are hurting.
LifeWay Research conducted a national survey of Protestant pastors. Among the questions they
asked were two related to the hurts I noted above.
The Discouragement Factor
One of the key symptoms of the pain experienced by pastors is discouragement. Over one-half
(55%) of pastors are presently discouraged. I suspect that if we surveyed pastors over just a few
months, we would find that almost all of them experience deep discouragement.
Some interesting facts we discovered in our study:
• There was no pattern of discouragement related to the geographical location of the church.
• There was no pattern of discouragement related to the size of the church.
• There was no pattern of discouragement related to the educational level of the pastor.
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• There was a significant pattern of discouragement related to the age of the pastor. The younger
the pastor, the more likely he was to be discouraged.
The Loneliness Factor
Most pastors experience intense loneliness at times. When we conducted our survey, over onehalf again (coincidentally the same number, 55%, as noted above) said they were lonely. Again
remember that this survey was for a specific point in time.
Which pastors experience the greatest amount of loneliness? Our study noted some discernible
patterns:
• There was no pattern of loneliness related to the geographical location of the church.
• Younger pastors were more likely to be lonely than older pastors.
• The larger the church, the greater the likelihood that the pastor was experiencing loneliness.
• The greater the education level of the pastor, the more likely he is to be lonely.
Why the Pervasive Discouragement and Loneliness?
Why are so many pastors struggling today? In an earlier article I wrote on pastoral depression, I
noted the following possible reasons:
• Spiritual warfare. The Enemy does not want God's servants to be effective in ministry. He will
do whatever it takes to hurt ministers and their ministries.
• Unrealistic expectations. The expectations and demands upon a pastor are enormous. They are
unrealistic. But if one person's expectations are not met, that person can quickly let the pastor
know that he is a failure.
• Greater platforms for critics. In "the good old days," a critic was typically limited to telephone,
mail, and in-person meetings to criticize a minister. Today the critics have the visible and
pervasive platforms of email, blogs, and social media such as Facebook and Twitter.
• Failure to take time away from the church or place of ministry. Workaholism leads to burnout.
Burnout leads to depression.
• Marriage and family problems. Too often the pastor neglects his family as he cares for the
larger church family.
• Financial strains. Many pastors simply do not have sufficient income from the churches they
serve. That financial stress can lead to depression. Some pastors do not know how to manage the
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money they do have, leading to further financial strain.
• The problem of comparison. Every pastor will always know of a church that is larger and more
effective. Every pastor will always know of another pastor who seems more successful. The
comparison game can be debilitating to some pastors.
This one thing I do know. Pastors need our prayers more than ever. They need our support and
encouragement. I am committed to pray for my pastor every day, even if it's only for a minute or
so. Will you do the same? Our pastors pour out their lives for us daily. What can you do to help
our pastors?
LifeWay Research contacted 1,000 Protestant pastors across the United States by telephone. The
calling list was randomly drawn from a list of all Protestant churches. Up to six calls were made
to reach each sampled phone number. Each interview was conducted with the senior or solo
pastor or equivalent position. Responses were weighted to reflect geographical distribution of
Protestant churches. The sample provides 95% confidence that the sampling error does not
exceed +/- 3.2%. Margins of error are higher for sub-groups.

Verse 27

Therefore thou deliveredst them into the hand of their enemies, who vexed them: and
in the time of their trouble, when they cried unto thee, thou heardest them from heaven; and
according to thy manifold mercies thou gavest them saviours, who saved them out of the hand of
their enemies.
“saviours” Those were The Judges in The Book of Judges. This is a physical/political salvation.
God brings chastisement - a “wake-up call” to His people.
“and in the time of their trouble, when they cried unto thee, thou heardest them from heaven” As
a result, God’s people then turn back to Him.

28

But after they had rest, they did evil again before thee: therefore leftest thou them in the land
of their enemies, so that they had the dominion over them: yet when they returned, and cried
unto thee, thou heardest them from heaven; and many times didst thou deliver them
according to thy mercies;
“didst thou deliver them”
King Hezekiah delivered from Sennacherib 2 Kings chapters 18 & 19.
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“But after they had rest, they did evil again” Then, blessed and rested, God’s people again turn
from Him, and the Cycle continues… This is Humanity’s Cycle: their up-their down, they restthey do evil, God allows their enemies to have dominion over them.
And the question is: How can the Christian avoid this? Answer: Stay in His Book!
Acts 20:32
32 And

now, brethren, I commend you to God, and to the word of his grace, which is able to
build you up, and to give you an inheritance among all them which are sanctified.

Verse 29

And testifiedst against them, that thou mightest bring them again unto thy law: yet
they dealt proudly, and hearkened not unto thy commandments, but sinned against thy
judgments, (which if a man do, he shall live in them;) and withdrew the shoulder, and hardened
their neck, and would not hear.
Exodus 32:9
9 And

the LORD said unto Moses, I have seen this people, and, behold, it is a stiffnecked people:

Stiffnecked: Stubborn and arrogant or aloof, unwilling to yield. Synonyms: obstinate, stubborn,
headstrong, bullheaded, pigheaded.
Your neck is the vital connecting corridor between the most important parts of your body, your
head and your torso. These are two parts of you that are absolutely necessary for you to survive
as a living human being. Your head weighs between 10-12 pounds and it is poised at the very top
of your neck.
If your head is lightly balanced on top of your neck, very little muscular effort is needed to keep
it there. But if that balance is compromised, you’re going to have to hold it up with a lot of
muscular effort. In other words, you’ll have to stiffen your neck to keep it from falling forward,
or to one side.
And if your neck is stiffened, that tightness will cause compensatory tightening throughout the
rest of your body, harming your ability to move freely and efficiently, not to mention restricting
your breathing, putting pressure on your internal organs.
And when YOU have a Stiffneck:
It is difficult to appear humble with a stiffneck!
A stiffneck is often related to a pain in the neck!
A stiffneck makes it difficult to evaluate your surroundings.
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We are just as stiffnecked today as they were then. Same people, different clothes! Notice that
God is speaking of His own chosen people! Today, that would be us Christians!
What are the marks of stiff-necked people?
1. Certainty that you are right.
2. Refusal to listen to anyone else.
3. Defensive when criticized.
4. Making excuses for your shortcomings.
5. Lashing out at others.
6. No desire to examine your own life.
7. Repeated pattern of misbehavior.
8. Prayer without repentance.
The cure for a Stiffnecked people is repentance!
Proverbs 29:1
1 He, that being often reproved hardeneth his neck, shall suddenly be destroyed, and that without
remedy.

Verse 30

Yet many years didst thou forbear them, and testifiedst against them by thy spirit in
thy prophets: yet would they not give ear: therefore gavest thou them into the hand of the people
of the lands.
“by thy spirit” Not capitalized.

31

Nevertheless for thy great mercies' sake thou didst not utterly consume them, nor forsake
them; for thou art a gracious and merciful God.
God could have killed them; God didn’t forsake them, Why? Because He is gracious and
merciful!
ISRAEL HAD INDEED RETURNED; BUT THEY WERE STILL SERVANTS OF THE
KINGS OF PERSIA
A plea to God for intervention. Verses 32-37

32

Now therefore, our God, the great, the mighty, and the terrible God, who keepest covenant
and mercy, let not all the trouble seem little before thee, that hath come upon us, on our kings, on
our princes, and on our priests, and on our prophets, and on our fathers, and on all thy people,
since the time of the kings of Assyria unto this day.
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“our God, the great, the mighty, and the terrible God” God is Great and Mighty, He is also
Terrible! Terrible inspires terror.
Psalm 66:5 says:
5 Come

and see the works of God: he is terrible in his doing toward the children of men.

Because of who God is, and because of who they are (rebellious and wicked), they needed God
to do the work of saving them from their enemies.
Israel, at this time, was not an independent nation - they were a province of the Empire of Persia,
and were under heavy Persian taxes and obligations. They ask God to deliver them once again
from this oppression!

33

Howbeit thou art just in all that is brought upon us; for thou hast done right, but we have done
wickedly:
This gives a good description of what real confession is all about. It recognizes that God is right
and we are wrong, and this is the first sign of a people or a person is getting right with God. It’s
admitting that you have: 1.done wrong, 2. you have accepted and received the due reward of
your deed and 3. admitting to God that He is right! God is always right!

34

Neither have our kings, our princes, our priests, nor our fathers, kept thy law, nor hearkened
unto thy commandments and thy testimonies, wherewith thou didst testify against them.
Everyone’s Guilty!
“thy testimonies” That’s God bearing witness to a thing being sowed.

35

For they have not served thee in their kingdom, and in thy great goodness that thou gavest
them, and in the large and fat land which thou gavest before them, neither turned they from their
wicked works.
Not serving God usually begins with prosperity, not adversity! (Life of David)

36

Behold, we are servants this day, and for the land that thou gavest unto our fathers to eat the
fruit thereof and the good thereof, behold, we are servants in it:

37

And it yieldeth much increase unto the kings whom thou hast set over us because of our sins:
also they have dominion over our bodies, and over our cattle, at their pleasure, and we are in
great distress.
“And it yieldeth much increase unto the kings whom thou hast set over us because of our sins”
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This is Taxes (Israel’s money) paid to the Persian Empire, and they now admit that these Taxes
were a result of SIN!
“they have dominion over our bodies” Bureaucrats /Governments.
When a nation sins, it will have one ruler after another.
Proverbs 28:2
2 For

the transgression of a land many are the princes thereof: but by a man of understanding and
knowledge the state thereof shall be prolonged.

Conclusion: a point of decision
38

And because of all this we make a sure covenant, and write it; and our princes, Levites, and
priests, seal unto it.
Israel needed to come to this place, where knowing who God is, and knowing who they are, they
come and make a covenant with God - even writing it down - to commit themselves to His ways.
This is a Public Covenant. The old saying goes: “Write it, Sign it and Seal it!”
This is why Churches have Altar Calls! This is a Public Covenant that You are surrendering your
life to God by accepting Jesus Christ as Lord and Saviour of your life!
Exodus 32:26
26 Then

Moses stood in the gate of the camp, and said, Who is on the LORD's side? let him come
unto me. And all the sons of Levi gathered themselves together unto him.

Concluding thoughts on Chapter 9:
Sadly, for Israel, their sinful kingdom would never be restored. Their nation would continue to
be subject to the Persians, to the Greeks, and then to the Romans, until the promised Messiah
would suddenly appear.
God's prophets, whom they had despised and murdered and whose words they scornfully
rejected, would come no more. With Zechariah and Malachi, who were contemporaries of
Nehemiah, the age of the prophets terminated. They were the last of the prophets until John the
Baptist, in the spirit and power of Elijah, would thunder the message from the wilderness,
"Repent ye, for the kingdom of God is at hand," Their priesthood became more and more
reprobate; and God even cursed it; and, by the times of Christ, the Temple itself had become a
"den of thieves and robbers." There is no tragedy like that of Israel; and something of the infinite
sadness of their judicial hardening, of their rejection and murder of the Son of God.
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Pastor Hank’s Notes on: Nehemiah 10
Nehemiah 10
1 Now those that sealed were, Nehemiah, the Tirshatha, the son of Hachaliah, and Zidkijah,
What was “sealed”? Answer: The covenant that was made in chapter 9, verse 38:

38

And because of all this we make a sure covenant, and write it; and our princes, Levites, and
priests, seal unto it.
Nehemiah, the Tirshatha. Tirshatha means: Governor.
Here are the leaders (84 in all) willing to put their name on the line for the covenant before God.
Nehemiah and the priests signed the covenant, Verses 1-8.
2 Seraiah,
3 Pashur,

Azariah, Jeremiah,

Amariah, Malchijah,

4 Hattush,

Shebaniah, Malluch,

5 Harim,

Meremoth, Obadiah,

6 Daniel,

Ginnethon, Baruch,

7 Meshullam,
8 Maaziah,

Abijah, Mijamin,

Bilgai, Shemaiah: these were the priests.

The Levites who signed the covenant, Verses 9-13.
9 And

the Levites: both Jeshua the son of Azaniah, Binnui of the sons of Henadad, Kadmiel;

10 And

their brethren, Shebaniah, Hodijah, Kelita, Pelaiah, Hanan,

11 Micha,
12 Zaccur,

Rehob, Hashabiah,
Sherebiah, Shebaniah,

13 Hodijah,

Bani, Beninu.

The Rulers who represented the rest of people sign the covenant. Verses 14-27.
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14 The

chief of the people; Parosh, Pahathmoab, Elam, Zatthu, Bani,

15 Bunni,

Azgad, Bebai,

16 Adonijah,
17 Ater,

Bigvai, Adin,

Hizkijah, Azzur,

18 Hodijah,
19 Hariph,

Hashum, Bezai,

Anathoth, Nebai,

20 Magpiash,

Meshullam, Hezir,

21 Meshezabeel,
22 Pelatiah,
23 Hoshea,

Hanan, Anaiah,
Hananiah, Hashub,

24 Hallohesh,
25 Rehum,
26 And

Zadok, Jaddua,

Pileha, Shobek,

Hashabnah, Maaseiah,

Ahijah, Hanan, Anan,

27 Malluch,

Harim, Baanah.

So Nehemiah the Governor, The Priests, The Levites and The Rulers have signed The Covenant
and are now gonna read The Covenant to the people (verse 28) and are now gonna ask the people
to take an oath (verse 29).
The terms of the Covenant. Verses 28-29.

28

And the rest of the people, the priests, the Levites, the porters, the singers, the Nethinims, and
all they that had separated themselves from the people of the lands unto the law of God,
their wives, their sons, and their daughters, every one having knowledge, and having
understanding;
Separation has a double meaning to The Christian:
He’s separated “from” the people of the lands, the world. And,
He’s separated “unto” the law of God!
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Romans 1:1
1 Paul, a servant of Jesus Christ, called to be an apostle, separated unto the gospel of God,

29

They clave to their brethren, their nobles, and entered into a curse, and into an oath, to
walk in God's law, which was given by Moses the servant of God, and to observe and do all the
commandments of the LORD our Lord, and his judgments and his statutes;
“and entered into a curse, and into an oath” The idea is that you’re taking an oath to walk in
God’s law and if you break God’s law then you will be cursed.
Paul says in 1 Corinthians 16:22
22 If

any man love not the Lord Jesus Christ, let him be Anathema Maranatha.

The word "anathema" means "cursed." The word "Maranatha" means "the Lord is coming." The
Word of God is saying that if anyone does not want to get saved, then let him be cursed because
the Lord is coming. You can try to warn people, but they ultimately must make the decision to
accept or reject Jesus as the Christ, the Son of God.
If we warn people of the judgment to come and they laugh in our faces, then they are choosing to
go to Hell by their own freewill. They will be cursed and burn in Hell if they don't become bornagain!
Titus 3:10-11
10 A

man that is an heretick after the first and second admonition reject;

11 Knowing

that he that is such is subverted, and sinneth, being condemned of himself.

Did you know that The Roman Catholic Church has Cursed every Bible Believing Christian?
The Tridentine Creed (Latin: Professio fidei Tridentinae), also known as the Profession of
Faith of the Council of Trent or as the Creed of Pope Pius IV, is one of the four authoritative
Catholic creeds. The creed was initially contained in the papal bull Iniunctum Nobis, issued
by Pope Pius IV on November 13, 1565. The creed was intended to summarize the teaching of
the Council of Trent (1545-1563).
In accordance with the task of the Council, it was to define the Church against Protestantism.

Tridentine Creed
I, N, with a firm faith believe and profess each and everything which is contained in the Creed
which the Holy Roman Church maketh use of. To wit:
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I believe in one God, The Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, and of all things visible
and invisible. And in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the Only-begotten Son of God. Born of the Father
before all ages. God of God, Light of Light, true God of true God. Begotten, not made, of one
substance with the Father. By whom all things were made. Who for us men and for our salvation
came down from heaven. And became incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the Virgin Mary: and was
made man. He was also crucified for us, suffered under Pontius Pilate, and was buried. And on
the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures. He ascended into heaven and sits at the
right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead and His
kingdom will have no end. And in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and Giver of life, Who proceeds
from the Father and the Son. Who together with the Father and the Son is adored and glorified,
and who spoke through the prophets. And one holy, Catholic and Apostolic Church. I confess
one baptism for the forgiveness of sins and I await the resurrection of the dead and the life of the
world to come. Amen.
I most steadfastly admit and embrace Apostolical and ecclesiastical traditions, and all other
observances and constitutions of the Church.
I also admit the Holy Scripture according to that sense which our holy mother the Church hath
held, and doth hold, to whom it belongeth to judge of the true sense and interpretations of the
Scriptures. Neither will I ever take and interpret them otherwise than according to the unanimous
consent of the Fathers.
I also profess that there are truly and properly Seven Sacraments of the New Law, instituted by
Jesus Christ our Lord, and necessary for the salvation of mankind, though not all for every one;
to wit, Baptism, Confirmation, Eucharist, Penance, Extreme Unction, Holy Orders, and
Matrimony; and that they confer grace; and that of these, Baptism, Confirmation, and Holy
Orders cannot be reiterated without sacrilege.
I also receive and admit the received and approved ceremonies of the Catholic Church in the
solemn administration of the aforesaid sacraments.
I embrace and receive all and every one of the things which have been defined and declared in
the holy Council of Trent concerning original sin and justification.
I profess, likewise, that in the Mass there is offered to God a true, proper, and propitiatory
sacrifice for the living and the dead; and that in the most holy sacrament of the Eucharist there is
truly, really, and substantially, the Body and Blood, together with the soul and divinity, of our
Lord Jesus Christ; and that there is made a conversion of the whole substance of the bread into
the Body, and of the whole substance of the wine into the Blood, which conversion the Catholic
Church calls Transubstantiation. I also confess that under either kind alone Christ is received
whole and entire, and a true sacrament.
I constantly hold that there is a Purgatory, and that the souls therein detained are helped by the
suffrages of the faithful. Likewise, that the saints, reigning together with Christ, are to be
honored and invoked, and that they offer prayers to God for us, and that their relics are to be
venerated.
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I most firmly assert that the images of Christ, of the Mother of God, ever virgin, and also of other
Saints, ought to be had and retained, and that due honor and veneration is to be given them.
I also affirm that the power of indulgences was left by Christ in the Church, and that the use of
them is most wholesome to Christian people.
I acknowledge the Holy Catholic Apostolic Roman Church as the mother and mistress of all
churches; and I promise true obedience to the Bishop of Rome, successor to St. Peter, Prince of
the Apostles, and Vicar of Jesus Christ.
I likewise undoubtedly receive and profess all other things delivered, defined, and declared by
the sacred Canons, and general Councils, and particularly by the holy Council of Trent, and by
the ecumenical Council of the Vatican, particularly concerning the primacy of the Roman Pontiff
and his infallible teaching. I condemn, reject, and anathematize all things contrary thereto, and
all heresies which the Church hath condemned, rejected, and

anathematized.

This true Catholic faith, outside of which no one can be saved, which I now freely profess and to
which I truly adhere, inviolate and with firm constancy until the last breath of life, I do so profess
and swear to maintain with the help of God. And I shall strive, as far as possible, that this same
faith shall be held, taught, and professed by all those over whom I have charge. I N. do so
pledge, promise, and swear, so help me God and these Holy Gospels.

Articles of the creed
Article 1: incorporates the text of the Nicene Creed, with the addition of the Filioque clause.
Article 2: gives the Catholic Church sole authority to interpret Scripture.
Article 3: asserts the existence of seven sacraments and affirms the Catholic ceremonies for
them.
Article 4: embraces and receives the Council of Trent pronouncements on original sin and
justification.
Article 5: states that during mass the priest offers a new sacrifice and that the bread and wine are
physically transformed into Christ's body, blood, soul, and divinity
Article 6: asserts the existence of Purgatory from which souls can be boosted into heaven with
help from living Christians.
Article 7: affirms the practices of praying to the saints and honouring their relics.
Article 8: affirms the veneration of icons of Jesus, Mary, and the saints.
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Article 9: embraces the selling of indulgences.
Article 10: requires fidelity and submission to the Pope.
Article 11: broadly embraces all the sacred Canons and general Councils of the Roman church,
and particularly the Council of Trent.
Article 12: condemns, rejects and curses all heresies as identified by the Roman church.
You don’t believe in indulgences? The Roman Catholic Church has Cursed you!
You don’t believe in Purgatory? The Roman Catholic Church has Cursed you!

John Rogers (1500 – 4 February 1555) was a clergyman, Bible translator and commentator, and
the first English Protestant martyr under Mary I of England. Rogers was sentenced to death by
for heretically denying the Christian character of the Church of Rome. He was burned at the
stake on February 4th 1555.
Going back to verse 29:
“and entered into a curse, and into an oath”
What about swearing or taking an oath? Jesus said in:
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Matthew 5:34-37
34 But

I say unto you, Swear not at all; neither by heaven; for it is God's throne:

35 Nor

by the earth; for it is his footstool: neither by Jerusalem; for it is the city of the great King.

36 Neither

shalt thou swear by thy head, because thou canst not make one hair white or black.

37 But

let your communication be, Yea, yea; Nay, nay: for whatsoever is more than these cometh
of evil.
James said in: James 5:12
12 But

above all things, my brethren, swear not, neither by heaven, neither by the earth, neither by
any other oath: but let your yea be yea; and your nay, nay; lest ye fall into condemnation.
The obvious meaning is that a Christian's word is his bond. He does not need to reinforce his
words with any oath or any appeal for heaven to witness, or by any other device to underscore
the truth of his remarks. A Christian's speech is limited to "Yes" and "No" with regard to oath.
The only possible exception is that of a Christian's taking a judicial oath to assure proper and
legal testimony in a court of law.
Five provisions of the covenant are given: (1) A strict promise to abide by all the divine
commandments as revealed in the Law of Moses (Nehemiah 10:29); (2) the prohibition against
mixed marriages with the pagans (Nehemiah 10:30); (3) strict observance of the sabbath day
(Nehemiah 10:31); (4) the honoring of the seventh year and its requirement of forgiving all debts
(Nehemiah 10:31); (5) the support of the Ministry (Nehemiah 10:32-39).
Their second area of decision: we will be faithful to God when it comes to Marriage
relationships. Verse 30.

30

And that we would not give our daughters unto the people of the land, not take their daughters
for our sons:
The Jew was to Marry a Jew; today a Christian is to Marry a Christian.
2 Corinthians 6:14
14 Be

ye not unequally yoked together with unbelievers: for what fellowship hath righteousness
with unrighteousness? and what communion hath light with darkness?
1 Corinthians 7:39
39 The

wife is bound by the law as long as her husband liveth; but if her husband be dead, she is
at liberty to be married to whom she will; only in the Lord.
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Malachi 2:14
14 Yet

ye say, Wherefore? Because the LORD hath been witness between thee and the wife of thy
youth, against whom thou hast dealt treacherously: yet is she thy companion, and the wife of thy
covenant.
Third area of decision: we will be faithful to God when it comes to observing The Sabbath.
Verse 31. What’s the Fourth Commandment? Exodus 20:8-11
Fourth area of decision: the honoring of the seventh year and its requirement of forgiving all
debts. Verse 31. (Deuteronomy 15:1-6)

31

And if the people of the land bring ware or any victuals on the sabbath day to sell, that we
would not buy it of them on the sabbath, or on the holy day: and that we would leave the seventh
year, and the exaction of every debt.
The support of the Ministry. Verses 32-39.

32

Also we made ordinances for us, to charge ourselves yearly with the third part of a shekel for
the service of the house of our God;
Exodus 30:13
13 This

they shall give, every one that passeth among them that are numbered, half a shekel after
the shekel of the sanctuary: (a shekel is twenty gerahs:) an half shekel shall be the offering of
the LORD.
They cut the offering from a half shekel to a third. Why? Because we read in Nehemiah chapters
7-9 of their poverty. They didn’t have a lot of money.

33

For the shewbread, and for the continual meat offering, and for the continual burnt offering,
of the sabbaths, of the new moons, for the set feasts, and for the holy things, and for the sin
offerings to make an atonement for Israel, and for all the work of the house of our God.

34

And we cast the lots among the priests, the Levites, and the people, for the wood offering, to
bring it into the house of our God, after the houses of our fathers, at times appointed year by
year, to burn upon the altar of the LORD our God, as it is written in the law:
Back in the days of Joshua, after the destruction of Jericho and Ai, the people of Gibeon
(Hivites) sent ambassadors to trick Joshua and the Israelites into making a treaty with them.
According to the Bible, the Israelites were commanded to destroy all inhabitants of Canaan. The
Gibeonites presented themselves as ambassadors from a distant, powerful land. Without
consulting the high priests, Israel entered into a mutual pact with the Gibeonites. Joshua realized
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he had been deceived, but he kept the letter of his covenant with the Gibeonites to let them live;
however, he cursed and enslaved them as woodcutters and water-carriers (Joshua 9:3-27
Joshua 9:19-21
19 But

all the princes said unto all the congregation, We have sworn unto them by the LORD God
of Israel: now therefore we may not touch them.
20 This

we will do to them; we will even let them live, lest wrath be upon us, because of the oath
which we sware unto them.
21 And

the princes said unto them, Let them live; but let them be hewers of wood and drawers of
water unto all the congregation; as the princes had promised them.
The Gibeonites are no longer around to do this so the priests, the Levites, and the people are
cutting and bringing thw wood back to The House of God. Everyone’s working!

verse 35

And to bring the firstfruits of our ground, and the firstfruits of all fruit of all trees, year
by year, unto the house of the LORD:
Leviticus 27:30
30 And

all the tithe of the land, whether of the seed of the land, or of the fruit of the tree, is
the LORD's: it is holy unto the LORD.

verse 36

Also the firstborn of our sons, and of our cattle, as it is written in the law, and the
firstlings of our herds and of our flocks, to bring to the house of our God, unto the priests that
minister in the house of our God:
Exodus 13:1-2
1 And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying,
2 Sanctify

unto me all the firstborn, whatsoever openeth the womb among the children of Israel,
both of man and of beast: it is mine.
The firstborn was dedicated to The LORD!
Leviticus 27:32
32 And

concerning the tithe of the herd, or of the flock, even of whatsoever passeth under the rod,
the tenth shall be holy unto the LORD.
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verse 37

And that we should bring the firstfruits of our dough, and our offerings, and the fruit of
all manner of trees, of wine and of oil, unto the priests, to the chambers of the house of our God;
and the tithes of our ground unto the Levites, that the same Levites might have the tithes in all
the cities of our tillage.

38

And the priest the son of Aaron shall be with the Levites, when the Levites take tithes: and
the Levites shall bring up the tithe of the tithes unto the house of our God, to the chambers, into
the treasure house.

39

For the children of Israel and the children of Levi shall bring the offering of the corn, of the
new wine, and the oil, unto the chambers, where are the vessels of the sanctuary, and the priests
that minister, and the porters, and the singers: and we will not forsake the house of our God.
Question: What was done with these Tithes that were brought to The House of God?
Answer: This was The Priests income. They lived off of what was brought to The Temple. See
Deuteronomy 18:1-4.
Proverbs 3:9-10
9 Honour
10 So

the LORD with thy substance, and with the firstfruits of all thine increase:

shall thy barns be filled with plenty, and thy presses shall burst out with new wine.

A little Humor…
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Pastor Hank’s Notes on: Nehemiah 11
Nehemiah 11
In chapters 8-10 you had:
The Dedication of The Wall, The Reading of The Law, Israel Confessing their Sin, you have The
Covenant being written and signed, Israel enters into the “Oath and Curse” and the Tithes are
reestablished. Now you have the “living assignments” being ordered.
THE CITIZENS OF JERUSALEM - INCREASING THE POPULATION OF JERUSALEM

1 And the rulers of the people dwelt at Jerusalem: the rest of the people also cast lots, to
bring one of ten to dwell in Jerusalem the holy city, and nine parts to dwell in other cities.
“And the rulers of the people dwelt at Jerusalem”
It was good that the leaders of the people set the example by living in Jerusalem. Leaders must
set the pattern by their lives. They had no right to expect the people to live in Jerusalem if they
themselves were not living there.
“to bring one of ten to dwell in Jerusalem the holy city, and nine parts to dwell in other cities”
Here you have a “Tithe” of the people that were live in Jerusalem. Spiritually, it may be a type or
picture that 1 out of 10 people are Saved.
Isaiah 6:10-13 says:
10 Make

the heart of this people fat, and make their ears heavy, and shut their eyes; lest they see
with their eyes, and hear with their ears, and understand with their heart, and convert, and be
healed.
11 Then

said I, Lord, how long? And he answered, Until the cities be wasted without inhabitant,
and the houses without man, and the land be utterly desolate,
12 And

the LORD have removed men far away, and there be a great forsaking in the midst of the

land.
13 But

yet in it shall be a tenth, and it shall return, and shall be eaten: as a teil tree, and as an
oak, whose substance is in them, when they cast their leaves: so the holy seed shall be the
substance thereof.
“Jerusalem the holy city” Jerusalem was called the holy city because the temple was located
there.
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Ezekiel 22:8
8 Thou

hast despised mine holy things, and hast profaned my sabbaths.

Holy means:
A characteristic unique to God's nature which becomes the goal for human moral character. The
idea of “holy” is important for an understanding of God, of worship, and of the people of God in
the Bible. Holy has four distinct meanings. First is “to be set apart.” This applies to places where
God is present, like the Temple and the tabernacle, and to things and persons related to those
holy places or to God Himself. Next, it means to be “perfect, transcendent, or spiritually pure,
evoking adoration and reverence.” This applies primarily to God, but secondarily to saints or
godly people. Next, it means something or someone who evokes “veneration or awe, being
frightening beyond belief.” This is clearly the application to God and is the primary meaning of
“holy.” It is continued in the last definition, “filled with superhuman and potential fatal power.”
This speaks of God, but also of places or things or persons which have been set apart by God's
presence. A saint is a holy person. To be sanctified is to be made holy.
Things in The Bible that are Holy:
1. Holy Ground, Exodus 3:5, 2. Holy Habitation, Exodus 15:13, 3. Holy Sabbath Exodus 16:23,
4. Holy Nation, Exodus 19:6, 5. Exodus 22:31, 6. Holy Men, Exodus 22:31, 7. Holy Place,
Exodus 26:33-34, 8. Holy Garments, Exodus 28:2, 9. Holy Gifts, Exodus 28:38, 10. Holy
Crown, Exodus 29:6, 11. Holy Ointment-Anointing Oil, Exodus 30:25, 12. God and His people
are Holy,
Leviticus 11:44
44

For I am the LORD your God: ye shall therefore sanctify yourselves, and ye shall be holy; for
I am holy: neither shall ye defile yourselves with any manner of creeping thing that creepeth
upon the earth.
13. Holy Sanctuary, Leviticus 16:33, 14. Holy Convocations, Lev. 23:2, 15. Holy Water,
Numbers 5:17, 16. God’s Holy Name, 1 Chron. 16:10, 17. Holy Vessels, 1 Chron. 22:19, 18.
Holy House, 2 Chron. 3:9, 19. Holy Offerings, 2 Chron. 35:13, 20. Holy Seed, Ezra 9:2, 21. Holy
Day, Neh. 10:32, 22. Holy Hill, Psalm 2:6, 23. Holy Temple, Psalm 5:7, 24. Holy One, Psalm
16:10, 25. Holy Heaven, Psalm 20:6, 26. Holy Mountain, Is. 11:9, 27. God’s Holy Arm Is. 52:
10, 28. Holy Flesh, Jer. 11: 15, 29. Holy Chambers, Ez. 44:19, 30. Holy Portion, Ez. 45:1, 31.
Holy Oblation (an offering) Ez. 48:20, 32. Holy Angels, Luke 9:26, 33. Thy Holy child Jesus,
Acts 4:27, 34. Holy Apostles, Eph. 3:5, 35. Holy Kiss, 1 Thes.5:26, 36. Holy Brethren, 1 Thes.
5:27, 37. Holy Hands 1 Tim. 2:8, 38. Holy Calling, 2 Tim. 1:9, 39. Holy Scriptures 2 Tim. 3:15,
41. Holy Women, 1 Peter 3:5, 42. Holy Commandment, 2 Peter 2:21, 43. Holy Prophets, 2 Peter
3:2,

2

And the people blessed all the men, that willingly offered themselves to dwell at Jerusalem.
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List of those who lived in Jerusalem, verses 3-24.
The Chiefs/Rulers, verses 3-9.

3

Now these are the chief of the province that dwelt in Jerusalem: but in the cities of Judah dwelt
every one in his possession in their cities, to wit, Israel, the priests, and the Levites, and the
Nethinims, and the children of Solomon's servants.
“to wit, Israel” – This is all of Israel. All 12 Tribes.

4

And at Jerusalem dwelt certain of the children of Judah, and of the children of Benjamin. Of
the children of Judah; Athaiah the son of Uzziah, the son of Zechariah, the son of Amariah, the
son of Shephatiah, the son of Mahalaleel, of the children of Perez;

5

And Maaseiah the son of Baruch, the son of Colhozeh, the son of Hazaiah, the son of Adaiah,
the son of Joiarib, the son of Zechariah, the son of Shiloni.

6

All the sons of Perez that dwelt at Jerusalem were four hundred threescore and eight valiant
men.

7

And these are the sons of Benjamin; Sallu the son of Meshullam, the son of Joed, the son of
Pedaiah, the son of Kolaiah, the son of Maaseiah, the son of Ithiel, the son of Jesaiah.
Back in Bible times men didn’t have last names. They were “the son of…”

8

And after him Gabbai, Sallai, nine hundred twenty and eight.

9

And Joel the son of Zichri was their overseer: and Judah the son of Senuah was second over the
city.
The Priests, verse 10.

10

Of the priests: Jedaiah the son of Joiarib, Jachin.

11

Seraiah the son of Hilkiah, the son of Meshullam, the son of Zadok, the son of Meraioth, the
son of Ahitub, was the ruler of the house of God.
“Meraioth, the son of Ahitub, was the ruler of the house of God”
The ruler of the house of God was an assistant to the High Priest.
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Just like a Pastor has Assistants in The Church! An example is found in:
Numbers 3:32
32 And

Eleazar the son of Aaron the priest shall be chief over the chief of the Levites, and have
the oversight of them that keep the charge of the sanctuary.

verse12

And their brethren that did the work of the house were eight hundred twenty and two:
and Adaiah the son of Jeroham, the son of Pelaliah, the son of Amzi, the son of Zechariah, the
son of Pashur, the son of Malchiah.

13

And his brethren, chief of the fathers, two hundred forty and two: and Amashai the son of
Azareel, the son of Ahasai, the son of Meshillemoth, the son of Immer,
The Military, verse 14.

14

And their brethren, mighty men of valour, an hundred twenty and eight: and their overseer
was Zabdiel, the son of one of the great men.
The Levites, verse 15.

15

Also of the Levites: Shemaiah the son of Hashub, the son of Azrikam, the son of Hashabiah,
the son of Bunni;
16

And Shabbethai and Jozabad, of the chief of the Levites, had the oversight of the outward
business of the house of God.

17

And Mattaniah the son of Micha, the son of Zabdi, the son of Asaph, was the principal to
begin the thanksgiving in prayer: and Bakbukiah the second among his brethren, and Abda the
son of Shammua, the son of Galal, the son of Jeduthun.
Mattaniah: “was the principal to begin the thanksgiving in prayer” The Song/Worship Leader.

18

All the Levites in the holy city were two hundred fourscore and four.

The Porters and Gatekeepers, verse 19.

19

Moreover the porters, Akkub, Talmon, and their brethren that kept the gates, were an hundred
seventy and two.
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20

And the residue of Israel, of the priests, and the Levites, were in all the cities of Judah, every
one in his inheritance.

21

But the Nethinims dwelt in Ophel: and Ziha and Gispa were over the Nethinims.

22

The overseer also of the Levites at Jerusalem was Uzzi the son of Bani, the son of Hashabiah,
the son of Mattaniah, the son of Micha. Of the sons of Asaph, the singers were over the business
of the house of God.

23

For it was the king's commandment concerning them, that a certain portion should be for the
singers, due for every day.
Artaxerxes was indeed a friend of Israel; and here we find that he had allotted a regular payment
for the Levites and singers. He had already exempted them from all tolls, tribute, custom and
taxes of every kind (Ezra 7:24); and his cooperation with both Ezra and Nehemiah in all of the
things done for the Chosen People.

24

And Pethahiah the son of Meshezabeel, of the children of Zerah the son of Judah, was at the
king's hand in all matters concerning the people.
Jewish villages and towns throughout Judea.

25

And for the villages, with their fields, some of the children of Judah dwelt at Kirjatharba, and
in the villages thereof, and at Dibon, and in the villages thereof, and at Jekabzeel, and in the
villages thereof,

26
27
28
29
30

And at Jeshua, and at Moladah, and at Bethphelet,
And at Hazarshual, and at Beersheba, and in the villages thereof,
And at Ziklag, and at Mekonah, and in the villages thereof,
And at Enrimmon, and at Zareah, and at Jarmuth,

Zanoah, Adullam, and in their villages, at Lachish, and the fields thereof, at Azekah, and in
the villages thereof. And they dwelt from Beersheba unto the valley of Hinnom.
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31

The children also of Benjamin from Geba dwelt at Michmash, and Aija, and Bethel, and in
their villages.

32
33
34
35
36

And at Anathoth, Nob, Ananiah,
Hazor, Ramah, Gittaim,
Hadid, Zeboim, Neballat,
Lod, and Ono, the valley of craftsmen.
And of the Levites were divisions in Judah, and in Benjamin.

Why another long list of names that we sometimes skip over in our Bible reading? God thought
it so that these people be named in The Bible!
Philippians 4:3
And I intreat thee also, true yokefellow, help those women which laboured with me in the
gospel, with Clement also, and with other my fellowlabourers, whose names are in the book of
life.
3

God keeps records and God writes these records in books!
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Pastor Hank’s Notes on: Nehemiah 12
Nehemiah is gonna lists 24 “Courses” or “Orders” of Priests.
Order= A class defined by the common attributes of its members; a kind. A group of persons
living under a religious rule: Order of Saint Benedict. An example in The Bible:
Luke 1:5
5 There

was in the days of Herod, the king of Judaea, a certain priest named Zacharias, of the
course of Abia: and his wife was of the daughters of Aaron, and her name was Elisabeth.
Abia is Abijah in verse 4.
Priests and Levites in the days of Zerubbabel, the high priest. Verses 1-11.
1Now these are the priests and the Levites that went up with Zerubbabel the son of Shealtiel, and
Jeshua: Seraiah, Jeremiah, Ezra,
Jeshua is another spelling for Joshua.
2 Amariah,

Malluch, Hattush,

3 Shechaniah,
4 Iddo,

Rehum, Meremoth,

Ginnetho, Abijah,

5 Miamin,

Maadiah, Bilgah,

6 Shemaiah,

and Joiarib, Jedaiah,

7 Sallu,

Amok, Hilkiah, Jedaiah. These were the chief of the priests and of their brethren in the
days of Jeshua.
8 Moreover

the Levites: Jeshua, Binnui, Kadmiel, Sherebiah, Judah, and Mattaniah, which was
over the thanksgiving, he and his brethren.
9 Also

Bakbukiah and Unni, their brethren, were over against them in the watches.

Watches= Any of the periods into which the night is divided; a part of the night. To stay alert as
a devotional or religious exercise; keep vigil, to tend.
10 And

Jeshua begat Joiakim, Joiakim also begat Eliashib, and Eliashib begat Joiada,

11 And

Joiada begat Jonathan, and Jonathan begat Jaddua.
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Priests in the days of Joiakim. Verses 12-21
12 And

in the days of Joiakim were priests, the chief of the fathers: of Seraiah, Meraiah; of
Jeremiah, Hananiah;
13 Of

Ezra, Meshullam; of Amariah, Jehohanan;

14 Of

Melicu, Jonathan; of Shebaniah, Joseph;

15 Of

Harim, Adna; of Meraioth, Helkai;

16 Of

Iddo, Zechariah; of Ginnethon, Meshullam;

17 Of

Abijah, Zichri; of Miniamin, of Moadiah, Piltai:

18 Of

Bilgah, Shammua; of Shemaiah, Jehonathan;

19 And

of Joiarib, Mattenai; of Jedaiah, Uzzi;

20 Of

Sallai, Kallai; of Amok, Eber;

21 Of

Hilkiah, Hashabiah; of Jedaiah, Nethaneel.

Levites during the reign of Darius the Persian. Verses 22-26.
22 The

Levites in the days of Eliashib, Joiada, and Johanan, and Jaddua, were recorded chief of
the fathers: also the priests, to the reign of Darius the Persian.
23 The

sons of Levi, the chief of the fathers, were written in the book of the chronicles, even until
the days of Johanan the son of Eliashib.
24 And

the chief of the Levites: Hashabiah, Sherebiah, and Jeshua the son of Kadmiel, with their
brethren over against them, to praise and to give thanks, according to the commandment of
David the man of God, ward over against ward.
There are 7(God’s Number) men in The Old Testament who are called: “man of God”
Moses
Deuteronomy 33:1
1 And this is the blessing, wherewith Moses the man of God blessed the children of Israel
before his death.
Shemaiah
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1 Kings 12:22
22 But

the word of God came unto Shemaiah the man of God, saying,

Elijah
1 Kings 17:24
24 And

the woman said to Elijah, Now by this I know that thou art a man of God, and that the
word of the LORD in thy mouth is truth.
Elisha
2 Kings 5:8
8 And

it was so, when Elisha the man of God had heard that the king of Israel had rent his
clothes, that he sent to the king, saying, Wherefore hast thou rent thy clothes? let him come now
to me, and he shall know that there is a prophet in Israel.
David
2 Chronicles 8:14
14 And

he appointed, according to the order of David his father, the courses of the priests to their
service, and the Levites to their charges, to praise and minister before the priests, as the duty of
every day required: the porters also by their courses at every gate: for so had David the man of
God commanded.
Hanan
Jeremiah 35:4
4 And

I brought them into the house of the LORD, into the chamber of the sons of Hanan, the son
of Igdaliah, a man of God, which was by the chamber of the princes, which was above the
chamber of Maaseiah the son of Shallum, the keeper of the door:
Samuel 1 Samuel chapter 9
Who is called a “man of God” in The New Testament?

Verse25

Mattaniah, and Bakbukiah, Obadiah, Meshullam, Talmon, Akkub, were porters
keeping the ward at the thresholds of the gates.
26 These

were in the days of Joiakim the son of Jeshua, the son of Jozadak, and in the days of
Nehemiah the governor, and of Ezra the priest, the scribe.
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Gathering the Levites for the dedication ceremony. Verses 27-29.
27 And

at the dedication of the wall of Jerusalem they sought the Levites out of all their places, to
bring them to Jerusalem, to keep the dedication with gladness, both with thanksgivings, and
with singing, with cymbals, psalteries, and with harps.
You have two Dedications:
1. The Dedication of The Temple: Ezra 6:16-17
2. The Dedication of The Completed Walls: Nehemiah 12:27
“to keep the dedication with gladness, both with thanksgivings, and with singing, with cymbals,
psalteries, and with harps”
New Testament application for The Christian:
Philippians 4:4
4

Rejoice in the Lord always: and again I say, Rejoice.

Philippians 4:6
6 Be

careful for nothing; but in every thing by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your
requests be made known unto God.
Ephesians 5:19-20
19 Speaking

to yourselves in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and making melody
in your heart to the Lord;
20 Giving

thanks always for all things unto God and the Father in the name of our Lord Jesus

Christ;

Verse 28

And the sons of the singers gathered themselves together, both out of the plain country
round about Jerusalem, and from the villages of Netophathi;
29 Also

from the house of Gilgal, and out of the fields of Geba and Azmaveth: for the singers had
builded them villages round about Jerusalem.
In this chapter God has mentioned two groups of people:
1. The Levites: They’re The Priests/Ministers, it’s a Teaching Ministry.
2. The Singers: They Minister in Music.
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In the New Testament you have:
1. The Pastor, teaching Ministry.
2. The Music Ministry, Singers & Musicians.
Purification. Verse 30.
30 And

the priests and the Levites purified themselves, and purified the people, and the gates, and
the wall.
They Purified themselves. This was a Ritual/Ceremony.
Psalm 24:3-4 says:
3

Who shall ascend into the hill of the LORD? or who shall stand in his holy place?

He that hath clean hands, and a pure heart; who hath not lifted up his soul unto vanity, nor
sworn deceitfully.
4

The homes and offices of many Christians could use a good purification and cleansing!
31 Then

I brought up the princes of Judah upon the wall, and appointed two great companies of
them that gave thanks, whereof one went on the right hand upon the wall toward the dung gate:
These verses concern only half the procession; there were two, one led by Ezra the priest the
scribe, and the other by the governor Nehemiah. Both began in the area between the Dung Gate
and the Valley Gate, Ezra moving northward around the eastern wall of the city, and Nehemiah
and his procession heading northward around the western wall, both processions coming together
in the vicinity of the temple.
32 And

after them went Hoshaiah, and half of the princes of Judah,

33 And

Azariah, Ezra, and Meshullam,

34 Judah,

and Benjamin, and Shemaiah, and Jeremiah,

35 And

certain of the priests' sons with trumpets; namely, Zechariah the son of Jonathan, the son
of Shemaiah, the son of Mattaniah, the son of Michaiah, the son of Zaccur, the son of Asaph:
36 And

his brethren, Shemaiah, and Azarael, Milalai, Gilalai, Maai, Nethaneel, and Judah,
Hanani, with the musical instruments of David the man of God, and Ezra the scribe before them.
37 And

at the fountain gate, which was over against them, they went up by the stairs of the city of
David, at the going up of the wall, above the house of David, even unto the water gate eastward.
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38 And

the other company of them that gave thanks went over against them, and I after them, and
the half of the people upon the wall, from beyond the tower of the furnaces even unto the broad
wall;
What’s going on here since verse 27 is that Nehemiah describing The Dedication of The
Completed Walls.
First they Dedicated The Walls, then they Purified themselves, the people, the gates and the
walls. Now Nehemiah and Ezra are taking The Prince’s and The Levites and they’re Marching
around The Walls in a procession, with Singers and The Priest’s Sons playing Music as the
procession Marches.
39 And

from above the gate of Ephraim, and above the old gate, and above the fish gate, and the
tower of Hananeel, and the tower of Meah, even unto the sheep gate: and they stood still in the
prison gate.
40 So

stood the two companies of them that gave thanks in the house of God, and I, and the half
of the rulers with me:
41 And

the priests; Eliakim, Maaseiah, Miniamin, Michaiah, Elioenai, Zechariah, and Hananiah,
with trumpets;
42 And

Maaseiah, and Shemaiah, and Eleazar, and Uzzi, and Jehohanan, and Malchijah, and
Elam, and Ezer. And the singers sang loud, with Jezrahiah their overseer.
43 Also

that day they offered great sacrifices, and rejoiced: for God had made them rejoice with
great joy: the wives also and the children rejoiced: so that the joy of Jerusalem was heard even
afar off.
“the wives also and the children rejoiced” This wonderful experience of worship was for
everyone!
Luke 19:37-40
37 And

when he was come nigh, even now at the descent of the mount of Olives, the whole
multitude of the disciples began to rejoice and praise God with a loud voice for all the mighty
works that they had seen;
38 Saying,

Blessed be the King that cometh in the name of the Lord: peace in heaven, and glory in
the highest.
39 And

some of the Pharisees from among the multitude said unto him, Master, rebuke thy
disciples.
40 And

he answered and said unto them, I tell you that, if these should hold their peace, the stones
would immediately cry out.
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Habakkuk 3:18
18 Yet

I will rejoice in the LORD, I will joy in the God of my salvation.

The World needs to hear about the Joy of your Salvation!
44 And

at that time were some appointed over the chambers for the treasures, for the offerings, for
the firstfruits, and for the tithes, to gather into them out of the fields of the cities the portions of
the law for the priests and Levites: for Judah rejoiced for the priests and for the Levites that
waited.
45 And

both the singers and the porters kept the ward of their God, and the ward of the
purification, according to the commandment of David, and of Solomon his son.
46 For

in the days of David and Asaph of old there were chief of the singers, and songs of praise
and thanksgiving unto God.
Why do you think David is mentioned so much in Nehemiah 12?
47 And

all Israel in the days of Zerubbabel, and in the days of Nehemiah, gave the portions of the
singers and the porters, every day his portion: and they sanctified holy things unto the Levites;
and the Levites sanctified them unto the children of Aaron.
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Pastor Hank’s Notes on: Nehemiah 13
Nehemiah 13
Intro: Here are various reforms that are taking place in Israel, as they try to obey The OT Laws
and Regulations.
1 On that day they read in the book of Moses in the audience of the people; and therein was
found written, that the Ammonite and the Moabite should not come into the congregation of God
for ever;
This is in reference to Deuteronomy chapter 23.
Deuteronomy 23
1 He that is wounded in the stones, or hath his privy member cut off, shall not enter into the
congregation of the LORD.
2A

bastard shall not enter into the congregation of the LORD; even to his tenth generation shall
he not enter into the congregation of the LORD.
3 An

Ammonite or Moabite shall not enter into the congregation of the LORD; even to their tenth
generation shall they not enter into the congregation of the LORD for ever:
“For ever”=10 generations. After 10 generations a reformed “Ammonite and the Moabite” can
worship Jehovah God after 10 generations.
The Ammonites and the Moabites come from the Incest relationship between Lot and his
daughters. These children become the enemies of the Children of Israel.
Genesis 19:36-38
36 Thus

were both the daughters of Lot with child by their father.

37 And

the first born bare a son, and called his name Moab: the same is the father of the Moabites
unto this day.
38 And

the younger, she also bare a son, and called his name Benammi: the same is the father of
the children of Ammon unto this day.
God had made
Genesis 12:3:
3 And

a

promise

to

the

father

of

the

Jewish

people,

Abraham

in

I will bless them that bless thee, and curse him that curseth thee: and in thee shall all
families of the earth be blessed.
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Verse 2

Because they met not the children of Israel with bread and with water, but hired Balaam
against them, that he should curse them: howbeit our God turned the curse into a blessing.
Read Number chapters 21-23 for history/reasons.
3 Now

it came to pass, when they had heard the law, that they separated from Israel all the
mixed multitude.
“that they separated from Israel all the mixed multitude”
This is Religious OT Segregation.
NT Segregation: 2 Corinthians 6:14
14 Be

ye not unequally yoked together with unbelievers: for what fellowship hath righteousness
with unrighteousness? and what communion hath light with darkness?
An Israelite became a part of God’s covenant by birth; but an Ammonite or Moabite could not.
They had to become a part of the covenant by choice - by joining with God’s covenant people
and leaving their own people. It is of the greatest interest that this prohibition of the Ammonites
and Moabites from the assembly of Jehovah "forever," did not prohibit the intermarriage of
Israelite men with Moabite women or Ammonite women, as exemplified by Boaz who stands in
the ancestry of Jesus. He married Ruth, the Moabitess.
**Anyone now can become a Christian by accepting Jesus Christ as Lord and Saviour!
Temple reforms, verse 4-9:

verse 4

And before this, Eliashib the priest, having the oversight of the chamber of the house of
our God, was allied unto Tobiah:
Tobiah (an Ammonite) = Is the guy who’s been giving Nehemiah a hard time throughout the
Book of Nehemiah.
Nehemiah 6:1,12, 14
1 Now it came to pass when Sanballat, and Tobiah, and Geshem the Arabian, and the rest of our
enemies, heard that I had builded the wall, and that there was no breach left therein; (though at
that time I had not set up the doors upon the gates;)
Tobiah’s throughout the Book of Nehemiah has been trying to stop the completion of the Wall.
verse 5

And he had prepared for him a great chamber, where aforetime they laid the meat
offerings, the frankincense, and the vessels, and the tithes of the corn, the new wine, and the oil,
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which was commanded to be given to the Levites, and the singers, and the porters; and the
offerings of the priests.
“the tithes of the corn, the new wine” Tithes is not just money, but corn, wine and oil.
What’s happening here is that Eliashib took the Levites, Singers and the Porters pay (the tithes)
and gave it to Tobiah.
6 But

in all this time was not I at Jerusalem: for in the two and thirtieth year of Artaxerxes king of
Babylon came I unto the king, and after certain days obtained I leave of the king:
This verse indicates that Nehemiah left Jerusalem and went back to his duties in the Persian
court. He was gone from Jerusalem for anywhere from 10 to 12 years.
Nehemiah left sometime after the remarkable spiritual revival noted in the recent chapters. But
the real test of revival - the real test of God’s work in our lives - is the long term.
Revival shouldn’t be a temporary “feeling”! – Pastor Hank
7 And

I came to Jerusalem, and understood of the evil that Eliashib did for Tobiah, in preparing
him a chamber in the courts of the house of God.
When Nehemiah came back, he saw that Eliashib the priest had entered into agreements with one
of the enemies of Nehemiah’s work of rebuilding the wall - Tobiah.
Chambers/rooms in the courts of the temple of God were being occupied by a man not only a
pagan, but who also had a history of actively opposing God’s work in the days of Nehemiah.
8 And

it grieved me sore: therefore I cast forth all the household stuff to Tobiah out of the
chamber.
Just like Jesus did in Mark 11:15-18
15 And

they come to Jerusalem: and Jesus went into the temple, and began to cast out them that
sold and bought in the temple, and overthrew the tables of the moneychangers, and the seats of
them that sold doves;
16 And

would not suffer that any man should carry any vessel through the temple.

17 And

he taught, saying unto them, Is it not written, My house shall be called of all nations the
house of prayer? but ye have made it a den of thieves.
18 And

the scribes and chief priests heard it, and sought how they might destroy him: for they
feared him, because all the people was astonished at his doctrine.
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verse 9

Then I commanded, and they cleansed the chambers: and thither brought I again the
vessels of the house of God, with the meat offering and the frankincense.
10 And

I perceived that the portions of the Levites had not been given them: for the Levites and
the singers, that did the work, were fled every one to his field.
Because the Levites and Singer weren’t being paid they went to work in “his field” –farming.
11 Then

contended I with the rulers, and said, Why is the house of God forsaken? And I
gathered them together, and set them in their place.
Remember their promise inNehemiah 10:39!
39 For

the children of Israel and the children of Levi shall bring the offering of the corn, of the
new wine, and the oil, unto the chambers, where are the vessels of the sanctuary, and the priests
that minister, and the porters, and the singers: and we will not forsake the house of our God.
“Why is the house of God forsaken?” 5 Reasons:
1. Mixed Multitudes, verse 3. The World mixing with Israel/Jew, NT/Church.
2. Unholy Marriages, verse 23-24.
3. Not financially supporting The Ministry, verse 10.
4. Because of that, some quit The Ministry, verse 10.
5. Refusal to set apart a Day for The Lord/The Sabbath, verse 15-22. NT/Sunday.

Sunday is The Lord’s Day, not your day!
They Preached on Sunday!
Acts 20:7
7 And

upon the first day of the week, when the disciples came together to break bread, Paul
preached unto them, ready to depart on the morrow; and continued his speech until midnight.
Tithes were given on Sunday!
1 Corinthians 16:1-2
1 Now concerning the collection for the saints, as I have given order to the churches of Galatia,
even so do ye.
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2 Upon

the first day of the week let every one of you lay by him in store, as God hath prospered
him, that there be no gatherings when I come.
The Holy Ghost came down upon men on Sunday! Acts chapter 2!
12 Then

brought all Judah the tithe of the corn and the new wine and the oil unto the treasuries.

13 And

I made treasurers over the treasuries, Shelemiah the priest, and Zadok the scribe, and of
the Levites, Pedaiah: and next to them was Hanan the son of Zaccur, the son of Mattaniah: for
they were counted faithful, and their office was to distribute unto their brethren.
“and their office was to distribute unto their brethren: NT=Deacons, Acts chapter 6.
“for they were counted faithful”
Acts 6:1-5
6 And in those days, when the number of the disciples was multiplied, there arose a murmuring
of the Grecians against the Hebrews, because their widows were neglected in the daily
ministration.
2 Then

the twelve called the multitude of the disciples unto them, and said, It is not reason that
we should leave the word of God, and serve tables.
3 Wherefore,

brethren, look ye out among you seven men of honest report, full of the Holy Ghost
and wisdom, whom we may appoint over this business.
4 But

we will give ourselves continually to prayer, and to the ministry of the word.

5 And

the saying pleased the whole multitude: and they chose Stephen, a man full of faith and of
the Holy Ghost, and Philip, and Prochorus, and Nicanor, and Timon, and Parmenas, and Nicolas
a proselyte of Antioch:
Faithful= Firm in adherence to the truth and to the duties of religion. Firmly adhering to duty; of
true fidelity; loyal; true to allegiance; as a faithful subject.
14 Remember

me, O my God, concerning this, and wipe not out my good deeds that I have done
for the house of my God, and for the offices thereof.
Nehemiah is reminding God of his good deeds.
15 In

those days saw I in Judah some treading wine presses on the sabbath, and bringing in
sheaves, and lading asses; as also wine, grapes, and figs, and all manner of burdens, which they
brought into Jerusalem on the sabbath day: and I testified against them in the day wherein they
sold victuals.
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Violation of The OT Sabbath. Working and Buying on The Lord’s Day…
16 There

dwelt men of Tyre also therein, which brought fish, and all manner of ware, and sold on
the sabbath unto the children of Judah, and in Jerusalem.
The Sabbath was being ignored in disobedience to God’s clear command under the Old
Testament Law. Foreigners sold and the people of Israel bought.
What’s the Fourth Commandment?
Exodus 20:8-11
8 Remember
9 Six

the sabbath day, to keep it holy.

days shalt thou labour, and do all thy work:

10 But

the seventh day is the sabbath of the LORD thy God: in it thou shalt not do any work, thou,
nor thy son, nor thy daughter, thy manservant, nor thy maidservant, nor thy cattle, nor thy
stranger that is within thy gates:
11 For

in six days the LORD made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that in them is, and rested the
seventh day: wherefore the LORD blessed the sabbath day, and hallowed it.

verse 17

Then I contended with the nobles of Judah, and said unto them, What evil thing is this
that ye do, and profane the sabbath day?
18 Did

not your fathers thus, and did not our God bring all this evil upon us, and upon this city?
yet ye bring more wrath upon Israel by profaning the sabbath.
Nehemiah’s reminding them that the reason they were led into captivity was because Israel had
violated the Sabbath.
Jeremiah 17:21-27 explains this:
21 Thus

saith the LORD; Take heed to yourselves, and bear no burden on the sabbath day, nor
bring it in by the gates of Jerusalem;
22 Neither

carry forth a burden out of your houses on the sabbath day, neither do ye any work, but
hallow ye the sabbath day, as I commanded your fathers.
23 But

they obeyed not, neither inclined their ear, but made their neck stiff, that they might not
hear, nor receive instruction.
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24 And

it shall come to pass, if ye diligently hearken unto me, saith the LORD, to bring in no
burden through the gates of this city on the sabbath day, but hallow the sabbath day, to do no
work therein;
25 Then

shall there enter into the gates of this city kings and princes sitting upon the throne of
David, riding in chariots and on horses, they, and their princes, the men of Judah, and the
inhabitants of Jerusalem: and this city shall remain for ever.
26 And

they shall come from the cities of Judah, and from the places about Jerusalem, and from
the land of Benjamin, and from the plain, and from the mountains, and from the south, bringing
burnt offerings, and sacrifices, and meat offerings, and incense, and bringing sacrifices of praise,
unto the house of the LORD.
27 But

if ye will not hearken unto me to hallow the sabbath day, and not to bear a burden,
even entering in at the gates of Jerusalem on the sabbath day; then will I kindle a fire in the
gates thereof, and it shall devour the palaces of Jerusalem, and it shall not be quenched.

verse 19

And it came to pass, that when the gates of Jerusalem began to be dark before the
sabbath, I commanded that the gates should be shut, and charged that they should not be opened
till after the sabbath: and some of my servants set I at the gates, that there should no burden be
brought in on the sabbath day.
Nehemiah orders that the gates be closed during The Sabbath so the merchants couldn’t enter
Jerusalem to sell its wares.
Remember The Blue Laws?
Blue Laws: A state or local law that prohibits commercial activities on Sunday. Blue laws have
been part of U.S. Legal History since the colonial period. These laws, which today are usually
referred to as Sunday closing laws; prohibit certain types of commercial activity on Sundays.
Originally these laws were directed at personal activities regarded as moral offenses, such as
gambling or the consumption of alcohol. In the nineteenth century, however, state and local
governments passed laws that forbade businesses from operating on Sunday. Although these
laws were clearly based on Christian beliefs, the U.S. Supreme Court has ruled that they do not
violate the First Amendment's Establishment Clause. Many blue laws have been repealed since
the 1960s, but some laws that ban the sale of alcohol on Sunday remain in force.
verse20

So the merchants and sellers of all kind of ware lodged without Jerusalem once or twice.

The merchants hung around outside the wall looking to sell their wares.
21 Then

I testified against them, and said unto them, Why lodge ye about the wall? if ye do so
again, I will lay hands on you. From that time forth came they no more on the sabbath.
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Nehemiah told the merchants that if they try to sell their wares on the Sabbath, he’ll arrest them!
22 And

I commanded the Levites that they should cleanse themselves, and that they should come
and keep the gates, to sanctify the sabbath day. Remember me, O my God, concerning this also,
and spare me according to the greatness of thy mercy.
“Remember me, O my God”... A prayer to God.
23 In

those days also saw I Jews that had married wives of Ashdod, of Ammon, and of Moab:

The Ammonites and the Moabites come from the Incest relationship between Lot and his
daughters. These children become the enemies of the Children of Israel. Gen. 19:36-38, verse 1.
24 And

their children spake half in the speech of Ashdod, and could not speak in the Jews'
language, but according to the language of each people.
In the years Nehemiah was away the Children of Israel had resumed their practice of
intermarrying with the pagan nations surrounding them. This was in disobedience to God’s
command. They weren’t speaking Hebrew, they’re losing their language.
25 And

I contended with them, and cursed them, and smote certain of them, and plucked off their
hair, and made them swear by God, saying, Ye shall not give your daughters unto their sons, nor
take their daughters unto your sons, or for yourselves.
Can you imagine a Pastor doing something like this?
Nehemiah makes them swear that they won’t have mixed-marriages.
26 Did

not Solomon king of Israel sin by these things? yet among many nations was there no king
like him, who was beloved of his God, and God made him king over all Israel: nevertheless even
him did outlandish women cause to sin.
“outlandish” = Outside the land. Women from outside of Israel.
Nehemiah is referring to King Solomon:
1 Kings 11:1-10

1 But king Solomon loved many strange women, together with the daughter of Pharaoh, women
of the Moabites, Ammonites, Edomites, Zidonians, and Hittites:
Of the nations concerning which the LORD said unto the children of Israel, Ye shall not go in to
them, neither shall they come in unto you: for surely they will turn away your heart after their
gods: Solomon clave unto these in love.
2
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And he had seven hundred wives, princesses, and three hundred concubines: and his wives
turned away his heart.
3

For it came to pass, when Solomon was old, that his wives turned away his heart after other
gods: and his heart was not perfect with the LORD his God, as was the heart of David his father.
4

For Solomon went after Ashtoreth the goddess of the Zidonians, and after Milcom the
abomination of the Ammonites.
5

And Solomon did evil in the sight of the LORD, and went not fully after theLORD, as did David
his father.
6

Then did Solomon build an high place for Chemosh, the abomination of Moab, in the hill that is
before Jerusalem, and for Molech, the abomination of the children of Ammon.
7

And likewise did he for all his strange wives, which burnt incense and sacrificed unto their
gods.
8

And the LORD was angry with Solomon, because his heart was turned from the LORD God of
Israel, which had appeared unto him twice,
9

And had commanded him concerning this thing, that he should not go after other gods: but he
kept not that which the LORD commanded.
10

verse 27

Shall we then hearken unto you to do all this great evil, to transgress against our God in
marrying strange wives?
In verse 26 marrying strange wives is “sin”, in verse 27 it’s “evil” and “transgress”.
Nehemiah “cleans house” 28-30
28 And

one of the sons of Joiada, the son of Eliashib the high priest, was son in law to Sanballat
the Horonite: therefore I chased him from me.
29 Remember

them, O my God, because they have defiled the priesthood, and the covenant of the
priesthood, and of the Levites.
30 Thus

cleansed I them from all strangers, and appointed the wards of the priests and the Levites,
every one in his business;
1 Peter 4:17
17 For

the time is come that judgment must begin at the house of God: and if it first begin at
us, what shall the end be of them that obey not the gospel of God?
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Malachi 2:1-2
2 And now, O ye priests, this commandment is for you.
2 If

ye will not hear, and if ye will not lay it to heart, to give glory unto my name, saith
the LORD of hosts, I will even send a curse upon you, and I will curse your blessings: yea, I have
cursed them already, because ye do not lay it to heart.
Conclusion: Nehemiah’s clear conscience.
31 And

for the wood offering, at times appointed, and for the firstfruits. Remember me, O my
God, for good.
This is one of the saddest chapters in the Bible, for it relates Israel's prompt rebellion against
God's law as soon as Nehemiah's back was turned. Of course, Nehemiah once more attempted to
get Israel back on the right track. Israel obeyed God only so long as some powerful administrator
compelled them to do so. The sadness of this tragic failure of the once Chosen People is
emphasized by the fact Nehemiah was their last chance to get right in the sight of God.
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