1 Thessalonians
Living In The Presenti With A Future Tense!
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Author of 1Thessalonians: The Apostle Paul

Brief Overview of The Life of Paul:
Saulmeans: "desired", the Jewish name of the apostle Paul

Paul: From the Roman family nanmaulus which meanssmall” or "humble" in Latin.

Paul was the writer of many N.T. books and zealous leader in the early Church. Paul wrote
Romans, 1 and 2 Corinthians, Galatians, Ephesians, Philippians, Colossians, 1 and 2
Thessalonians, 1 and 2 Timothy, Titus, Philemod, gnobably Hebrews.

Saul/Paul first mentioned in The Bible:

Acts 7:5560

55But he, being full of the Holy Ghost, looked up stedfastly into heaven, and saw the glory of God,
and Jesus standing on the right hand of GOttinity Mentioned)

5 And said, Bhold, | see the heavens opened, and the Son of man standing on the right hand of
God.

5"Then they cried out with a loud voice, and stopped their ears, and ran upon him with one accord,

58 And cast him out of the city, and stoned him: and the witnessieddan their clothes at a young
man's feetwhose name was Saul

59 And they stoned Stephen, calling upon God, and saying, Lord Jesus, receive mpsiityiof
Jesus Bible verse)

60 And he kneeled down, and cried with a loud voice, Lord, lay notsthiso their charge. And
when he had said this, he fell asleep.

Saul or Paul?

There is a common misconception among Christians that the name of Saul of Tarsus was changed
to Paul after Saul's lifehanging encounter with the risen Jesus on the road todeama

In Acts 13:9 Saul is called Paul for the first time on the islan€Cgprusd much later than the
time of his conversion. The author (Luke) indicates the names were interchangeable:


http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts+13%3A9&version=ESV
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Early_centers_of_Christianity#Cyprus

Acts 13:9
9Then Saul(who also is called Paul,) filled with the Holy Ghost, set his eyes on him.

Paul 6Ghriskan kife:
1. His Birth (5 A.D.): Born in Tarsus the chief city of Cilicia, in Asia Minor/Turkey:

Acts 22:3

31 am verily a man which am a Jelgrn in Tarsus, acity in Cilicia, yet brought up in this city
at the feet of Gamaliel, and taught according to the perfect manner of the law of the fathers, and
was zealous toward God, as ye all are this day.
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2. Of the Tribe of Benjamin:
Philippians 3:5

5Circumcised tk eighth day, of the stock of Israef,the tribe of Benjamin, an Hebrew of the
Hebrews; as touching the law, a Pharisee;

3. Paul was a Roman Citizen:

Acts 22:25

25And as they bound him with thongs, Paul said unto the centurion that stoodtbgwisil for
you to scourge a mahat is a Roman and uncondemned?

4.Paul 6s Family:
Father,Acts 23:6

6But when Paul perceived that the one part were Sadducees, and the other Pharisees, he cried out
in the council, Men and brethren, | am a Phariske, son of a Phariseeof the hope and
resurrection of the dead | am called in question.

Sister,Acts 23:16

16 And whenPaul's sister's sonheard of their lying in wait, he went and entered into the castle,
and told Paul.

Other Relatives,Romans 16:7

’Salute Andronicus and Junia, rkinsmen, and my fellowprisoners, who are of note among the
apostles, who also were in Christ before me.



Romans 16:11

1salute Herodion mkinsman. Greet them that be of the household of Narcissus, which are in
the Lord.

Was the apostle Paul married?

The Bible does not definitively state what Pa
the time required Pharisees and members of the Sanhedrin to be married.

As he was a Pharisee and likely a member of the Sanh&drimas almost certainly married at
one point. If this were the case, he could have been a widower at the time of his ministry.

5. Educated at Jerusalem, at the feet of Gamaliel, a celebrated Rabbi.
Acts 22:3

3| am verily a man which am a Jew, born inSiss, a city in Cilicia, yet brought up in this city at
the feet of Gamaliel, and taught according to the perfect manner of the law of the fathers, and was
zealous toward God, as ye all are this day.

6. Paul was acquainted with several of the ancient Gregdoets, whom he occasionally quotes.
Acts 17:28 (Aratus of Cilicia)

28For in him we live, and move, and have our being; as certain also of your own poets have said,
For we are also his offspring.

Titus 1:12 (Epimenides of Crete)

120ne of themselves, even a prophet of their own, said, the Cretians are alway liars, evil beasts,
slow bellies.

7. Like all Jews, he was brought up to a trade, which was that of a Tent Maker.
Acts 18:3

3 And because he was of the same craft, he abodeheith, and wrought: for by their occupation
they wergentmakers.

8. Paul 0 & stiRePharigpe/Jewm :
Acts 236

6But when Paul perceived that the one part were Sadducees, and the other Pharisees, he cried out
in the council, Men and brethreh,am a Pharisee the son of a Pharisee: of the hope and
resurrection of the dead | am called in question.

Galatians 1:14

4 And profited in the Jews' religion above many my equals in mine own nation, being more
exceedingly zealous of the traditions of fathers.

9. Paul: Persecutor of the early Christian Church.
Acts 8:1



1 And Saul was consenting unto his death. And at thatttiere was a great persecution against
the church which was at Jerusalemand they were all scattered abroad throughout tHerreg
of Judaea and Samaria, except the apostles.

10. Paul was ordained by the Lord Jesus to be
Acts 9:115-16

15But the Lord said unto him, Go thy way: for he is a chosen vessel unto me, to bear my name
before theGentiles, and kings, and the children of Israel:

8For | will shew him how great things he must suffer for my name's sake.
Paul 6s Early Christian | i fe:

Taught by Jesus

Paul spends three years in Arabia where Jesus personally teaches him!

Galatians 1:1%12

1But | certify you, brethren, that the gospel which was preached of me is not after man.
12For | neither received it of man, neither was | taughLit,by the revelation of Jesus Christ
Galatians 1:1518

15But when it pleased God, who separatedfroen my mother's womb, and called me by his
grace,

16To reveal his Son in me, that | might preach him among the heathen; immediately | conferred
not with flesh and blood:

17Neither went | up to Jerusalem to them which were apostles befolmitieyent into Arabia,
and returned again unto Damascus.

18Then aftethree yearsl went up to Jerusalem to see Peter, and abode with him fifteen days.
The Book: 1Thessalonians

52" Book of The Bible5 Chapters89 Verses and,,837words.

Date Written: Around51-52 A.D.

Key Words: Gospel6x, Word 5x, Tribulation1x T Suffer 1xi Affliction 2x, SpiritHoly Spirit 2x.
Coming 4x.

Theme:The main theme is Jesusd second coming. W
in Christ will rise and will join the livingo meet the Lord in the air (4:057). Unbelievers will
experience Godos wrath, whil ei4p%lD)ilrepveparaton wi | |

for that great day, Christians are called to be holy and blameles§43815:23). God, who is
faithful, will produce in them the holiness he requires (5:24).

Key Themes

. Godds wrath comes on 216;68e who reject the

. Jesusod6 dere dht iammd arsutrhe badilss5H).or the Chri


https://www.esv.org/1+Thessalonians+2%3A16%2C+5%3A3/
https://www.esv.org/1+Thessalonians+4%3A14%2C+5%3A10/

lll.  Christians are destined not for wrath but for salvation when Christ refufits 6:4, 9.
IV.  Christians who die will participate fully in the second comid 4 17; 5:10.

V. Those who respond to the gospel have been elected and called by God. They continue to
be called by God throughout their liveds4; 2:12; 4:7; 5:9, 24

VI.  Christians should live lives of complete holine3s.8; 4:3 8; 5:23.

VII.  Christians must never ignore their responsibility to wdtKi(12; 5:19.

VIIl.  The truth of the gospel is confirmed by the integrity of its preaciessZ:1 12).
IX.  Joy, especiallyn suffering, is a mark of the Christiah:§; 5:16.

X.  Christians experience the realities of the new coveda8itg).

XI.  Faith, hope, and love are essential traits of the Christiah3; 5:8.

Paul undoubedly had multiple reasons for writing, all coming out of his concern for the flock
from which he had been separated. Some of Pau
1) Encouraging the church Th 1:2 10);

2) Answering false allegationg Th 2:1 12);

3) Comforting the persecuted flock Th 2:13 16);

4) Expressing his joy in their faitd (Th 2:17 3:13);

5) Reminding them of the importance of moral purityff 4:1 8);

6) Condemning the sluggard lifestyte Th 4:9 12);

7) Correcting a wrong undeastding of prophetic eventdTh 4:13 5:17);

8) Defusing tensions within the flock Th 5:12 15);

9) Exhorting the flock in the basics of Christian livirdgTh 5:16 22

Key Verses:

1 Thessalonians 3:1243

12 And the Lord make you to increase aibund in love one toward another, and toward all men,
even as we do toward you:

13To the end he may stablish your hearts unblameable in holiness before God, even our Father, at

the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ with all his saints.

Historical i Theological Themes 1Thessalonians was penned at Corinth by the apostle
Paul in response to Timothyds report on the p
there (3:16).

Paul, along with Silas and Timothy, founded the church at Thessaloniia second missionary
journey (Acts 17:114). The apostle had been drawn to this important Roman port after seeing a
vision in which a Macedonian man was calling for help (Acts 16:9).

AThe Cityo. Thessalonica (Sal 9,byCassandepaftealpi , ha
wi f e, Al e x a n d esistert Under tl&rRenaansdare citly, dalmdus for its hot springs,
burgeoned to a population of over 200,000. It was situated strategically on the Via Egnatia, the
main Roman highway from east to wdtt.sheltered harbor made an ideal naval station. The city


https://www.esv.org/1+Thessalonians+1%3A10%2C+5%3A4%2C+5%3A9/
https://www.esv.org/1+Thessalonians+4%3A14%E2%80%9317%2C+5%3A10/
https://www.esv.org/1+Thessalonians+1%3A4%2C+2%3A12%2C+4%3A7%2C+5%3A9%2C+5%3A24/
https://www.esv.org/1+Thessalonians+3%3A13%2C+4%3A3%E2%80%938%2C+5%3A23/
https://www.esv.org/1+Thessalonians+4%3A9%E2%80%9312%2C+5%3A14/
https://www.esv.org/1+Thessalonians+1%3A5%2C+2%3A1%E2%80%9312/
https://www.esv.org/1+Thessalonians+1%3A6%2C+5%3A16/
https://www.esv.org/1+Thessalonians+4%3A8%E2%80%939/
https://www.esv.org/1+Thessalonians+1%3A2%E2%80%933%2C+5%3A8/
https://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/1%20Thess%201.2%E2%80%9310
https://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/1%20Thess%202.1%E2%80%9312
https://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/1%20Thess%202.13%E2%80%9316
https://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/1%20Thess%202.17%E2%80%933.13
https://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/1%20Thess%204.1%E2%80%938
https://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/1%20Thess%204.9%E2%80%9312
https://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/1%20Thess%204.13%E2%80%935.11
https://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/1%20Thess%205.12%E2%80%9315
https://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/1%20Thess%205.16%E2%80%9322

was a natur al center for traffic moving in a
Macedonia.

The Church at Thessalonica

The establishment of the church is recordeddts 17:1-9. On his second missionary journey,

Paul and his companions (Silas and Timothy) had just left Philippi and passed through Amphipolis
and Apollonia to arrive at Thessalonica. As was his custom, Raukdiately located the
synagogue and reasoned with the Jews for three Sabbaths concerning Jesus Christ. While some of
them were persuaded, including a great number of devout Greeks and leading women, the
unbelieving Jews became jealous and created anrupribee city. Therefore it became necessary

to send Paul and Silas away secretly by night to Berea.

Despite such ominous beginnings, a strong church was established in Thesshldnic2-(10).
Mostly Gentile (1Th 1:9), its members included Jasaohcts 17:9), Aristarchus, and Secundus
(Acts 20:4).

This book is unique in that every chapter ends with a reference $@¢badComing of Christ

1 Thessalonians 5:23
23 And the very God of peace sanctify you wholly; and | pray God your whole spirit and soul and
body be preserved blamelagsto the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ.

PURPOSEOF THE BOOK:
1. To confirm young converts in the elementary truth ofibspel.
2. To condition them to go on unto holy living.
3. To comfort them regarding the return of Christ.
A heathen inscription in Thessalonica read:
AAfter death no reviving, after the gr

Some Bible ScholarOutlines:
INTRODUCTION ( 1Th 1:1-4)
1. Salutation £Th 1:1)
2. Thanksgiving for their faith, hope, and lov&rh 1:2-4)
. PERSONAL REFLECTIONS (1Th 1:5-3:13)
A. REGARDING THEIR CONDITION ( 1Th 1:5-10)
1. Their reception of the gospdTh 1:5-7)
2.  Their reputation in every placéTh 1:8-10)
B. REGARDING HIS CONDUCT (1Th 2:1-12)
1. The manner of his preachingjlth 2:1-8)
2. The manner of his lifel(Th 2:9-12)
C. REGARDING HIS CONCERN (1Th 2:133:13)
1. For their faithfulnessl(Th 2:13-3:10)



https://www.blueletterbible.org/Act/17/1-9
https://www.blueletterbible.org/kjv/1thessalonians/1/2-10/s_1112002
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https://www.blueletterbible.org/Act/17/9
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https://www.blueletterbible.org/kjv/1thessalonians/1/2-4/s_1112002
https://www.blueletterbible.org/1Th/1/5-10
https://www.blueletterbible.org/1Th/3/1-13
https://www.blueletterbible.org/kjv/1thessalonians/1/5-10/s_1112005
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https://www.blueletterbible.org/kjv/1thessalonians/2/1-8/s_1113001
https://www.blueletterbible.org/kjv/1thessalonians/2/9-12/s_1113009
https://www.blueletterbible.org/1Th/2/13-20
https://www.blueletterbible.org/1Th/3/1-13
https://www.blueletterbible.org/1Th/2/13-20
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2. For their continued growthiTh 3:11-13)
.  APOSTOLIC INSTRUCTIONS (1Th 4:1-5:298)
A.  WALK IN HOLINESS ( 1Th 4:1-8)
1. To please GodlTh 4:1-2)
2. To abstain from sexual immoralit§Th 4:3-8)
B. WALKINLOVE ( 1Th 4:9-10)
1. Asthey are taught by God to love one anott&ih(4:9)
2. To increase more and morElh 4:10)
C. WALKINDILIGENCE ( 1Th 4:11-12)
1. To work with their handsl(Th 4:11)
2. To walkproperly toward those who are outsidg i 4:12)
D. WALKIN HOPE ( 1Th 4:1318)
1. With no sorrav concerning those who have didd’h 4:13-14)
2. For we will be rejoined with them when Christ returh$if 4:15-18)
E. WALKINLIGHT ( 1Th5:1-11)
1. Forthe Day of the Lord will come as a thief in the nidiit{ 5:1-4)
2. For we are sons of light and sons of the dayh(5:5-8)

3. For God has appointed tsssalvation through our Lord Jesus ChrisElf 5:9-
11)

F. WALK IN OBEDIENCE ( 1Th 5:12-22)
1.  With respect toward those over U3h 5:12-13)
2. With concern for one anothetTh 5:14-15)
3.  With joy, prayer and thanksgivind Th 5:16-18)
4

Don't quench the Spirit or despise prophecies, but don't be gullible diffter (
5:19-22)

CONCLUDING REMARKS (/1Th 5:23-28)
1. A prayer for their sanctification and peggation (. Th 5:23-24)
2. Arequest for prayer in his behalfTh 5:25
3. A charge to greet ananother with a holy kiss, and to read the epistle to oth&lsH4:26-27)
4. A benediction of grace from the Lord Jesus Chiigin(5:28)

Some Bible ScholaiOutlines # 2:

1. The Christiands ATTI T\ Cbhaptertlotwa rsde rtvheeé troe twarint
10)

22 The Christiands REWARD at the return of Chr
3.TheChri stiandéds LIFE and t®®etl2 eturn of Christ,

4. The Christian
5. The Christian

DEATH 41848 t he return of Chr

S
s ACTI ONGhapten5 vi ew of the retu
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Some Bible ScholaiOutlines # 3:

|. Coming of Christ is an INSPIRING HOPE, Chapter 1

A. Introduction, vv. 14

B. Gospel received in much assurance and much afflictiorg-7
C. Gospel results, vv-80

[I. Coming of Christ is a WORKING HOPE, Chapter 2

A. Motive and method of a true witness for Christ, wé 1

B. Mot her side of the aostleds ministry (com
C. Father side of the aBostleds ministry (cha
D. Brother side of the a{d®stl eds ministry (ch

E. Reward of a true witness for Christ, vw-20

[ll. Coming of Chri stis a PURIFYING HOPE, Chapters 3:10 4:12
A. Timothy brings a good report of Thessalonians, Chapte8 3:1

B. Paul urges Thessalonians to continue to grow in faith,

Chapter 3:913

C. How believers are to walk, Chapter424

IV. Coming of Christ isa COMFORTING HOPE, Chapter 4:13-18
(What death means to a Christian; what the Rapture nieins church.)
V. Coming of Christ is a ROUSING HOPE (leads to action)Chapter 5
(Dead believers are asleep in Jesus; living believeraveaike for Jesus.)
A.Calltobe awake and alert inll®iew of Christds co
B. Commandments for Christians, vv.-28

Paulwrote 1 Thessalonianso brand new converts who have just been saved, so this is the

Book you should put in the hands of new converts today. John was written for a sinner to get saved
and Romans would be way over the head of a AN
Gospel, The BibleThe Word of God and The Second Coming of The Lord are found here!
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Pastor Hankos 1Thess al o rmsautationShanksdivagofdr e r o
their faith, hope, and loy&/erses 14. The Gospel and the Thessalonian Church, Verse3he
Thessalonians responded by soundiatthe Word of the LordVerses 810.

1 Thessalonians 1
Salutation, Thanksgiving for their faith, hope, and love, Versés 1
Verse 1

1 Paul, andSilvanus, and Timotheus, unto the church of the Thessalonians which is in God the
Father and in the Lord Jesus Christ: Grace be unto you, and peace, from God our Father, and the
Lord Jesus Christ.

Paul, and Silvanus, and Timotheus. The inclusion of Paltd distinguished helpers, Silvanus and
Timotheus (Timothy), in this salutation was not intended as designation of thera@hocs with

Paul of this letter, but rather as a mark of friendship and courtesy on the part of the apostle for
these faithful wakers who had so frequently labored and suffered with him on the mission field.
Silas was beaten and imprisoned with Paul at Philfpis(15:19, and Timothy'smprisonment

is mentioned irHebrews 13:23Timothy's father was a Greek, and Silas was a Roman citizen.

Silvanus was chosen by Paul following the dispute WamabasActs 15:40, and Timothy was
recruited from Lystra where Paul had been stoAets(16:1); thus both were identified with Paul
on the second missionary journey and extensively thereafter.

Paul was an amazing man and apostle of God, but he usually did not work all by himself. Whenever
he could, Paul worked with aam. Here Paul mentioned the men he worked with.

Silvanus(also known asilag was a long and experienced companion of Paul. He traveled with
Paul on his second missionary journey and was imprisoned and set free with Paul in the Philippian
jail (Acts 16:1930). When Paul first came to Thessalonica, Silas came with Aats (17:19).
Therefore, the Thesalonians knevGilvanuswell.

Timothy was a resident of Lystra, a city in the province of Gal®@g 16:13). He was the son
of a Greek fatherActs 16:) and a Jewish mother named Eundimothy 1:5. From his youth

learned the Scriptures from his mother and grandmothdiinjothy 1:5 3:15. Timothy was a
trusted companion and associate of Paul, and he accompanied Paul on manyissibrseam

journeys. Paul sent Timothy to the Thessalonians on a previous ocdaSioasSalonians 312
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unto the church of the Thessalonians which is in God the Father and ithe Lord Jesus

C h r i Bauléimself founded the church in Thessalonica on his second missionary jéwtsey (
17:1-9). He was only in the city a short time because he was forcdn@remies of the Gospel.
Yetthe church of the Thessaloniangontinued alive and active. Though Paul had to suddenly
leave this young church, his deep concern for them prompted this letter.

Grace be unto RHawl 6anfdampmielaic@m®inglrhisepistesng t hat a|
Grace, the favor and approval of God.

Peace the consequence of this manifested mercy, peace of conscience, and peace with God;
producing internal happiness, quietness, and assurance.

from God our Father, and the Lord Jesus Chrise Paul 6s construction, wh
under the government of the one preposition in, places the two names side by side on a basis of
equality.lIt is a clear witness to his conviction concerning the deity of Jesus Christ.

Verse?2
2\We give thanks t&od always for you all, making mention of you in our prayers;

We give thanks to Go dVhea IPaubthoaghtfobthe Christians anl | é
Thessalonica, his heart filled with gratitude. Paul started the church there in less than ideal
circumstances, lireg run out of town after only three weekends with them (Acts-10)1Yet the

church was strong and full of life. Paul knew that this work was beyond him and his abilities and
that it was the work of God.

maki ng menti on of Raolandildrcompanions prayedyfrequents for the
entire flock and 3 of those prayers are offered in this letterd(1321113; 5:2324).

Verse 3

:Remembering without ceasing your work of faith, and labour of love, and patience of hope in our
Lord Jesus Christ, ithe sight of God and our Father;

R e me mb e rPauhggvé thanks because he remembered continually what he had seen spring
up in their lives. They worked hard for God because they believed. They labored hard for God
because they loved Him. They patiently endured because of their future hope. And Paul
rememiered gladly how all three were revealed when he was among them.

What a contrast this was with the Ephesian churdRewelation 2:2 They too had works, and
labour, and patient endurance, but they had lost their first love. There is no mention there of faith,
love and hope, except for the loss of their first love. We must ever ensure that our service does not
take our eyes off Christ.

This trilogy offaith, love and hopeoccurs regularly. See 1 Thessalonians 5:8; Romanrs;3.2
Corinthians 13:13; Galatians 58 Colossians 1:5; Hebrews 6:1412; 1 Peter 1:222. The early
church recognized that they were the foundation of any Christian life. If one begritssinife
will be severely impeded.

What then was thed wo r k @ Thatfthey turnedto God from idols to serve a living and true
God and to wait for His Son from Heaven (verse 9).


https://www.blueletterbible.org/kjv/acts/17/1-9/s_1035001
https://www.blueletterbible.org/kjv/acts/17/1-9/s_1035001
https://www.studylight.org/desk/index.cgi?q1=Revelation+2:2&t1=en_nas
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What then was theid | a b o u r ? Haing lbebieved, dh&hessalonians were then filled with

|l ove for Christ and responded by hard work 1in
and the willingness to endure much hardship. True love for Christ is all demanding and expresses
itself in service, both iwitnessing and praying, and in doing good and revealing concern for those

in need. It is not without significance that the provision of hospitals and schools for the poor in
Europe in centuries past originally arose from the activities of men and won@odpand that

many of the great nineteenth century refor me
constantly stressed that we are O0servantsod wh
His coming.

Whatthenwasthed pat i e nden ofurh dmpe d?B&oemings Chddtian preducgs
Ohoped f or (tedrtaeinhdpe liecause of thé @ne in ¥Whom that hope is placed. In the
final analysis it is theassuredope of eventually being a totally transformed being in the ptesen

of God, often expr S ecoad€amingwhichwallibrmgthadbaboutChr i st 6s

in the sight of God and our Fatheré Paul does
and what is more to turn all our thoughts on Christ while inPnesence. The Jew would argue

for faith in God as being supreme, and that to put faith, love and hope on any other in His presence
would be blasphemy. It would be to sideline God. And Paul agrees. And yet in the presence of our
God and Father he central&zattention on the Lord Jesus Christ. This can only be because to love
Christ is to love God, to believe in Christ is to believe in God, to hope in Christ is to hope in God.
In this is clearly expressed that in Christ dwells all the fullness of the Godhdadiily form
(Colossians 2:9). It confirms His @muality with the Father. When we love Christ, serve Christ,
worship Christ, it is always in the presence of our God and Father, and is worship too of Him. The
Fatherhood of God results in response ®3lon Who reveals Him (John 1:14; John 1:18; John
14:9).

Verse 4
+Knowing, brethren beloved, your election of God.

Paul bsraeytshréend it has a very powerful signific
are true children of God, whocansap ur Fat her 6, as iéddeed his ne

This idea is confirmed in the rest of the New Testament. Those who believe in Jesus Christ become
His children (Johof 1G64@9 @ddhmarg: DB®Bpr nWe can
when we have beadopted through the Holy Spirit (Romans 8:15; Galatians 4:6). To become His
sons and daughters we must turn away from all that defiles, especially idolatry (2 Corinthians 6:16
18).

brethren bel oved, HKeceuaselsewhere, tlactmarivesffom Gad'd léve;
election to damnation is not found in the New Testament. Such views as this derive from the failure
to understand that God's election works both ways, both to eternal life and to eternal death. And
who are they who are thus "elett@ Those people who will love God and choose to serve him
are "the elect" foreordained before all time to inherit eternal salvation; whereas, those who will not
love God and who choose to disobey him are "elected" to eternal death.

The Church is commonl al | ed At he el ectodo (Rom. 8: 33; Col
salvation, the initiating wi |-48; Rom. 9:GE6¢16COr, n ot
1:30; Col. 1:13; 2 Thess. 2:13; 2 Peter-2)1
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Manb6s wi l | parti@ddds emsr dmp triensgpso nasse R au | mak e
Thessalonians received the Word (verse 6), and they turned to God from idols (verse 9). These two
responses describe faith and repentance, which God repeatedly calls sinners to do throughout
Scripture(Acts 2621).

El ection is Gododés side of salvation. Our si de
legitimate and sincere offer of salvation
Isaiah 55:1

1 Ho, every one that thirsteth, come ye to the waters, and he that hath no money; domye ye,
and eat; yea, come, buy wine and milk without money and without price.

Predestination and election can be easily understood with the following illustration: Bob Smith
lives in Tyler, Texas. He has been invited to attend a banquet in Shreveportahauigie host

for the banquet sent Bob a ticket for a seat on a bus scheduled to leave Tyler at 9:30 a.m. on a
Wednesday and arrive in Shreveport at 12:00 noon the sarjestiay time for the party.

The destination of the bus has been predeterminecdksas Bob steps onto the bus, he becomes
a participant in this predetermined trip. His ticket assures him of a seat on the bus. His destination
is certain.

However, if Bob throws away his ticket before departure, or if he gets off the bus between Tyler
ard Shreveport, he will not arrive at the destination originally intended for him.

The same is true of the predetermined journey God has set before us. If we use the free "ticket" He
has given to us, get aboard the "bus" to the Kingdom, and stay on thetiitsamrives, we will

arrive at our proper destination. But if we get off the "bus" before it reaches its destination, we will
not enter the Kingdom. Or, if we throw away the "ticket" before boarding, we will forfeit our "seat"

on the bus and lose theylege of participating in the predetermined journey.

The host of the banquet invited many, offering them free tickets, but many of them declined the
offer. The only ones finally chosen for participation in the festivities were those who made the trip
and showed up for the banquet.

Divine election is no different. God chooses those who choose Him. Many are invited, but those
finally chosen for participation in the Kingdom are those who accept God's provisions for
salvation. Jesus Christ is the Elect Ohesen from the foundation of the worlddiah 42:1 1

Peter 1:20. He is the Way into the Kingdom of Gadbhn 14:6. When we accept Him, we are

"in Christ," and become participants in His death and resurre®mmdns 6:311 2 Corinthians

4:14). Similarly, by joining ourselves to the Elect One, becoming members of His Body, we
become participants in His election.

The Gospel and the Thessalonian Church, Vees 57:
Verse 5

sFor our gospel came not unto you in word only, but also in power, and in the Holy Ghost, and in
much assurance; as ye know what manner of men we were among you for your sake.


https://biblia.com/bible/nkjv/Isa%2042.1
https://biblia.com/bible/nkjv/1%20Pet%201.20
https://biblia.com/bible/nkjv/1%20Pet%201.20
https://biblia.com/bible/nkjv/John%2014.6
https://biblia.com/bible/nkjv/Rom%206.311
https://biblia.com/bible/nkjv/2%20Cor%204.14
https://biblia.com/bible/nkjv/2%20Cor%204.14
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Paul speakgospebf bietc aawss €@ i preaghaddy hinhaad Sdas ang Tentathy
He did not mean to say that the gospel had been originated by him, but only that he had delivered
the good news of salvation to them.

Note: TheTen Gospelghat are given in The New Testament:
1-4. There are the four Gospelccounts of Matthew, Mark, Luke and John.
5. The Gospel of the Kingdom.

Matthew 9:35
3 And Jesus went about all the cities and villages, teaching in their synagogues, and ptieaching
gospel of the kingdom and healing eversickness and every disease among the people.

6. Paul preached The Gospel of the grace of God.

Acts 20:24(2 Timothy 2:8)

22 But none of these things move me, neither count | my life dear unto myself, so that | might finish
my course with joy, and the ministry, which | have received of the Lord Jesus, tottesgiyspel

of the grace of God

Defined in 1 Corinthians 15:1-4

1 Moreover, brethren, | declare unto you the gospel which | preached unto you, which also ye
have received, and wherein ye stand;

2By which also ye are saved, if ye keep in memory what | preached unto you, unless ye have
believed in vain.

sFor | deliveredunto you first of all that which | also received, how that Christ died for our sins
according to the scriptures;

+And that he was buried, and that he rose again the third day according to the scriptures:

7. There is the entire body of Sound Doctrine whiRaul committed to the Church, which Paul
called 6émy gospel 0.

Romans 2:16
15]n the day when God shall judge the secrets of men by Jesus Christ accordingdspel.

8Hebrews 4;2 talks about Athe gospel preached
verge of entering The Promised Land
Hebrews 4:2

2For unto us wathe gospel preachegdas well as unto them: but the word preached did not profit
them, notbeing mixed with faith in them that heard it.

9. Jesus Preached the gospel to The Old Testament Saints in Paradise.

1 Peter 4.6
s For for this cause wabe gospel preachedlso to them that are dead, that they might be judged
according to men in the flesh, but live according to God in the spirit.
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Descent of Christ to Limbo (136%8) - Andrea da Firenze

10,At t he end of The Tribulation an Angel prea.
any gentile who will worship Him as the Creator.

Revelation 14:67
s And | saw another angel fly in the midst of heaven, hathegeverlasting gospelo preach unto
them that dwell on the earth, and to every nation, and kindred, and tongue, and people,

7Saying with a loud voice, Fear God, and give glory to him; for the hour of his judgment is come:
and worship him that made heaven, and earth, angktheand the fountains of waters.

Remember what the word GleosRHad,lthe lbestaewswas riotggboatd n e
more money, more love, more status, or more stuff. The good news was about a real relationship
with God through the finished work oégus Christ on the crdss

but al s o Themepsage ef dedus Christ has power. It has power for miracles; power for
wonderful signs from God; and best of all, it has the power to change minds, hearts, and lives.

and in the THeoGogpel s messagedy thdoly Spirit, a living Person, who works
within the hearts of the hearers, to convict, to comfort, and to instruct. If the preacher only speaks,
then it is a matter afrord only, but when thédoly Spirit works through the Word, a great
spiritual work is accomplished.

We sometimes think too little about thgiritual operations of the Word of God. There is a spiritual
work of Godés Word that goes far beyond the b

and in much assurance;asyekmw what manner of men we were am
The Gospel is a message given in much assurance. This describes the preacher who really believes
what he preaches. There is no substitute for
shoutl stay out of the pulpit.

Verse 6

¢ And ye became followers of us, and of the Lord, having received the word in much affliction,
with joy of the Holy Ghost.
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And ye became f ol | owe rThe Thdssalornsans stappet! fodowingtothee L o r
things, but followed after Paul and the Lord. Paul says that it was a good thing for the them to
follow him, and he wasnodét shy about saying ff

This shows that Paul 6s persosasdisgpeshipiihere waddaessensea n e |
in which Paul personally led these Thessalonian Christians in their spiritual life. They could see
his life and were invited to learn from his example.

Paul repeated this theme several times:
Philippians 3:17

17 Brethren, be followersogether of me, and mark them which walk so as ye have us for an
ensample.

1 Corinthians 11:1
1 Be ye followers of me, even as | also am of Christ.

having received t he wikhe GhessaloniamCGlristiansadisfinguisteetd i o n é
themselves because they received the Word, even in much affliction. The message they heard came
with adversity; yet they received it, and Paul thanked God because of it.

Acts 17

1 Now when they had passed througimphipolis and Apollonia, they came to Thessalonica,
where was a synagogue of the Jews:

2 And Paul, as his manner was, went in unto them, and three sabbath days reasoned with them out
of the scriptures,

30pening and alleging, that Christ must needs Isafered, and risen again from the dead; and

that this Jesus, whom | preach unto you, is Christ.

4 And some of them believed, and consorted with Paul and Silas; and of the devout Greeks a great
multitude, and of the chief women not a few.

5But the Jews wich believed not, moved with envy, took unto them certain lewd fellows of the
baser sort, and gathered a company, and set all the city on an uproar, and assaulted the house of
Jason, and sought to bring them out to the people.

6 And when they found them hahey drew Jason and certain brethren unto the rulers of the city,
crying, These that have turned the world upside down are come hither also;

“Whom Jason hath received: and these all do contrary to the decrees of Caesar, saying that there
is another kig, one Jesus.

8 And they troubled the people and the rulers of the city, when they heard these things.

9 And when they had taken security of Jason, and of the other, they let them go.

10 And the brethren immediately sent away Paul and Silas by nighBentéa: who coming thither

went into the synagogue of the Jews.

with joy of t When kthe Thessa@hiam SChristians faced atfiction from
receiving the Word, they didnodot | wtioydithece it
Holy Spirit.

Not long before coming to Thessalonica, Paul and Silas personally experienced the principle of
having the joy of the Holy Spirit even in the presence of much affli¢timhen they sang in the
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Philippian jail despite their chains and sufferingee¥ were examples of this same spirit to the
Thessalonian Christians.

Verse 7
7So that ye were ensamples to all that believe in Macedonia and Achaia.

First, Paul was an example to the Thessalonian Christians. Then they became examples to others.
This isexactly how the work of God should happen.

The Christians in Macedonia and Achaia needed examples, and the Thessalonians supplied that
need. This was true even though they had only been followers of Jesus a short time. As Christians,
we always need otheveho will show us how to follow Jesus Christ, beyond the need of hearing
about how to follow Him.

Paul expands this from being examples to Teaching/Disciplining others to Timothy:
2 Timothy 2:2

2And the things that thou hast heard of me among many witeei®e same commit thou to
faithful men, who shall be able to teach others also.

And the things that thou hast Paukraminded difnothjne a mo
of the body of truth that he had heard from the Apostle in the presence of many others. Certainly,
Timothy heard many Bible studies from Paul, and shared much time with the Apostle in personal
discipleshipDur i ng Ti mot $of dose assaamion with Raul, he had heard divine

truth which God had revealed through the apostle.

many wi t Buelsas 8ilase Barnabas, Luke, and many others in the churches who could
attest to the divine aut hremnderto Timhothyiolfight f¢he | 6 s t
many defections at Ephesus (1:15).
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Timothy was to take the divine revelation he had learned from Paul and teach it to other faithful
men, men with proven spiritual character and giftedness, who would in turn passeotrubits
to another generation.

the same commit thou to faithful mfeam,Pauitdh 0 s h a
Timothy to faithful men to others encompasses 4 generations of godly leaders. That process of
spiritual reproduction, which begantime early church, is to continue until the Lord returns.

It seems to me, that Paul is more concerned about the work being carried on after his death, than
he is of dying. He is also, very concerned that they do not teach another gospel, than the gospel
tha he had taught. Paul knows that Timothy will bring what he has taught him.

He is telling Timothy to seek oltay Ministers that had begun under his ministry, and encourage
them to teach the pure gospel that he had brought. Paul was afraid that maupatfrthes would

be affected too badly by the customs of the people who they were ministering to. Paul felt that his
converts would follow his teachings better, when they were teaching others.

Paul=Timothy=Faithful Men=0Others

i PAUL
\
TIMOTHY

FAITHFUL MEN

OTHERS
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1 Thessalonians:
Living In The Presenti With A Future Tense!

h P

Pastor Hankos 1Thess al o rmsautationShanksdivagofdr e r o
their faith, hope, and loy&/erses 14. The Gospel and the Thessalonian Church, Verse3he
Thessalonians responded by soundiatthe Word of the LordVerses 810.

1 Thessalonians 1

The Thessalonians responded by sounding out the Word of the Lord, Verse<l8:

Verse8

sFor from you sounded out the word of the Lord not only in Macedonia and Achaia, but also in
every place your faith to Gedard is spread abroad; so that we need not to speak any thing.

This was part of the good example that the Thessalonian ChristiandgutdiSounded outo
means fAa | oud ringing sound, as of a trumpet
Thessalonians became known all over the region, and everyone talked about the changes.

Verse 9

°For they themselves shew of us what mannentéring in we had unto you, and how ye turned
to God from idols to serve the living and true God,

Everywhere Christians were talking about what had happened to the Thessalonians through the
preaching of Paul and Silas, and with what powerful effect @iwepand in the Holy Spirit and in

much assuranc&erse 5 they had proclaimed the Good News in Thessalonika. For they saw these
Thessalonians transformed. They had become completely different people. They no longer partook
in idolatrous worship but lookeshly to the living God, and were now totally involved in serving

Him and looking for the return of Christ, the deliverer from coming judgment and wrath.

Note the threefold picture. O6Turned to God fr
God (a labour of love) and to wait for His Son from the heavens (the patient endurance of
h o p €dmpdre Verse 3).

Verse 10

10 And to wait for his Son from heaven, whom he raised from the dead, even Jesus, which delivered
us from the wrath to come.

In verse 10 we see three very important Bible Subjects: The Second Coming, Resurrection and
Judgment!
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h Mesins @&itiny with expeatatiore laokireg ratéead in faith,

o wait for

e fulfill ment of Christds promises to re
And to wait for hTihse Seoxnp efcrtoamt ihcera voefn éChr i st 6s r
in this letter, see 1 Thessalonians 2:19; 1 Thessalonians 3:13; 1 Thessaloniahg; 4:13

Thessalonians 5:11; 1 Thessalonians 5:23.

t
to th

Paul also wrote in:

Titus 2:13
12 Looking for that blessed hope, and the glorious appearing of the great God and our Saviour Jesus
Christ;

The Doctrine of The Second Coming of Jesus
The return of Jesus Christ from Heaven to judge His enemies and set up His earthly rule.

The Second Coming is spoken of in greatest detail in:

Revelation 19:1116
1 And | saw heaven opened, and behold a white horse; and he that sat upon him was called Faithful
and True, and in righteousness he doth judge and make war.

12His eyes were as a flanoéfire, and on his head were many crowns; and he had a name written,
that no man knew, but he himself.

13 And he was clothed with a vesture dipped in blood: and his name is called The Word of God.

4 And the armies which were in heaven followed him updrite horses, clothed in fine linen,
white and clean.

15 And out of his mouth goeth a sharp sword, that with it he should smite the nations: and he shall
rule them with a rod of iron: and he treadeth the winepress of the fierceness and wrath of Aimighty
Gad.

16 And he hath on his vesture and on his thigh a name wriiem, OF KINGS, AND LORD OF
LORDS
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O. T. Prophecies of Christds Second Coming:
Job 19:2527

25For | know that my redeemer liveth, and that he shall stand at the latter day upon the earth:
26 And though after my skin worms destroy this body, yet in my flesh shall | see God:

2I'Whom | shall see for myself, and mine eyes shall behold, and not another; though my reins be
consumed within me.

Isaiah 13:35

3| have commanded my sanctified onkelkave also called my mighty ones for mine anger, even
them that rejoice in my highness.

4The noise of a multitude in the mountains, like as of a great people; a tumultuous noise of the
kingdoms of nations gathered together:ltbed of hosts mustereth ¢hhost of the battle.

5They come from a far country, from the end of heaven, evehattie and the weapons of his
indignation, to destroy the whole land.

Daniel 7:1314

13| saw in the night visions, and, behotihe like the Son of man came with thelouds of
heaven and came to the Ancient of days, and they brought him near before him.

4 And there was given him dominion, and gloand a kingdom, that all people, nations, and
languages, should serve him: his dominion is an everlasting dominiorh sfatt not pass away,
and his kingdom that which shall not be destroyed.

Zechariah 2:10

10Sing and rejoice, O daughter of Zidor, lo, | come, and | will dwell in the midst of thee, saith
thelLord.

Zechariah 14:45

4 And his feet shall stand in thday upon the mount of Olives, which is before Jerusalem on the
east, and the mount of Olives shall cleave in the midst thereof toward the east and toward the west,
and there shall be a very great valley; and half of the mountain shall remove towardtthanabr

half of it toward the south.

> And ye shall flee to the valley of the mountains; for the valley of the mountains shall reach unto
Azal: yea, ye shall flee, like as ye fled from before the earthquake in the days of Uzziah king of
Judah: and theord my God shall come, and all the saints with thee.

Psalm 96:13

13Before thelord: for he cometh, for he cometh to judge the earthhe shall judge the world
with righteousness, and the people with his truth.

Jesus said He was Coming back!
Matthew 25:31
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31When the Son of man shall come in his glory, and all the holy angels with him, then shall he sit
upon the throne of his glory:

The Angels said Jesus was Coming back!
Acts 1:1011

10 And while they looked stedfastly toward heaven as he went up, béloldyen stood by them
in white apparel,

Which also said, Ye men of Galilee, why stand ye gazing up into heaven? this same Jesus, which
is taken up from you into heavesinall so come in likemanner as ye have seen him go into heaven.

Paul said that Jesis was Coming back!
2 Thessalonians 1:710

“And to you who are troubled rest with us, when the Lord Jesus shall be revealed from heaven
with his mighty angels,

81n flaming fire taking vengeance on them that know not God, and that obey not the gospel of o
Lord Jesus Christ:

9Who shall be punished with everlasting destruction from the presence of the Lord, and from the
glory of his power;

10When he shall come to be glorified in his saints, and to be admired in all them that believe
(because our testimgramong you was believed) in that day.

2 Thessalonians 2:22

1 Now we beseech you, brethréday, the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ and by our gathering
together unto him,

2That ye be not soon shaken in mind, or be troubled, neither by spirit, noryrneo by letter
as from us, as that the day of Christ is at hand.

1 Thessalonians 3:13

1370 the end he may stablish your hearts unblameable in holiness before God, even our Father, at
thecoming of our Lord Jesus Christwith all his saints.

1 Corinthians 11:26

26For as often as ye eat this bread, and drink this cup, ye do shew the Lordtgl deatome.
James said that Jesus was Coming back:

James 5:79

’Be patient therefore, brethramto the coming of the Lord Behold, the husbandm waiteth
for the precious fruit of the earth, and hath long patience for it, until he receive the early and latter
rain.

8Be ye also patient; stablish your hearts: for the coming of the Lord draweth nigh.
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9Grudge not one against another, brethrenylebe condemned: behold, the judge standeth before
the door.

John said that Jesus was Coming back:
1 John 2:28

28 And now, little children, abide in him; thathen he shall appearwe may have confidence,
and not be ashamed before him at his coming.

Jude said that Jesus was Coming back! :
Jude 1:1415

14 And Enoch also, the seventh from Adam, prophesied of these, sAgimgd, the Lord cometh
with ten thousands of his saints,

15To execute judgment upon all, and to convince all that are ungodlgcathem of all their
ungodly deeds which they have ungodly committed, and of all their hard speeches which ungodly
sinners have spoken against him.

In the 260 chapters of the New Testament, there are 318 references to the Second Coming
of Chris® an amazind. out of every 30 versesTwentythree of the 27 New Testament books
refer to this great event. For every prophecy
8 which look forward to His second!

The revelation of The Second Coming of Jesumes of the most important and most frequently
mentioned doctrines of the New Testam@nrie out of every twentyfive versesin the New
Testament refers either to the rapture of the

** Note: The Bible describes the Rapture and Second Coming as different events.

The Bible see3he Rapture (John 14:14; | Corinthians 15:5358; 1 Thessalonians 4:1B3) and

The Second Coming(Zechariah 14:R1; Matthew 24:2931; Mark 13:2427; Luke 21:25

27; Revelation 19 as separate events, because when the verses are compared they describe two
very different events:

1. Raptured Believers meet Christ in the air.

Second Comin@ Christ reéurns to the Mount of Olives to meet the believers that survived the
Great Tribulation on earth.

2. Raptured Mount of Olives is unchanged.
Second Comingd Mount of Olives is divided, forming a valley east of Jerusalem.

3. Raptured Living believers obtaimlorified bodies.
Second Coming Those believers from Great Tribulation remain in same bodies.

4. Raptured Believers go to heaven.
Second Comin@ Glorified believers come from heaven, earthly believers stay on earth

5. Raptured World left unjudged andving in sin.
Second Coming World is judged and righteousness is established.


http://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Jn.%2014.1-4
http://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/I%20Cor.%2015.51-58
http://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/1%20Thes.%204.13-18
http://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Zech.%2014.1-21
http://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Matt.%2024.29-31
http://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Mk.%2013.24-27
http://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Lk.%2021.25-27
http://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Lk.%2021.25-27
http://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Rev.%2019
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6. Raptured Depicts deliverance of the Church from wrath.
Second Comin@ Depicts deliverance of believers who endured wrath.

7.Raptured No signs precede it.
Second Comind Many signs precede it.

8. Raptured Revealed only in New Testament.
Second Comind Revealed in both Old and New Testaments

9.Raptured Deals with only the saved.
Second Comin@ deals with both the saved and unsaved

10.Raptured Satan remains free.
Second Comin@ Satan is bound and thrown into the Abyss.

Looking f or t hiadicateslthatElsristidns $hould Bvé in active expectation of the
return of Jesus.

It should be precious for Christians to consider:

- He came the first time to sathee soul of man; He will come a second time to resurrect the body.
- He came the first time to save the individual; He will come a second time to save society.

- He came the first time to a crucifixion; He will come a second time to a coronation.

- He camehe first time to a tree; He will come a second time to a throne.

- He came the first time in humility; He will come a second time in glory.

- He came the first time and was judged by men; He will come a second time to judge all men.

- He came the firsirhe and stood before Pilate; He will come a second time and Pilate will stand
before Him.

Beware of the Scoffers!

2 Peter 3:34
sKnowing this first, that there shall come in the last days scoffers, walking after their own lusts,

+And saying, Where is ¢hpromise of his coming? for since the fathers fell asleep, all things
continue as they were from the beginning of the creation.

Jesus Is Coming Back!
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whom he raised f r omResbrrectiahEhis domingeOnewas alpeosf af thé
new life that was available to those who believed, for He Himself had been raised from the dead
and would come in that resurrected life. He was the guarantee of their future resurrected life (1
Thessalonians 4:14; 1 Cotiimans 15:2€R4). This positive view of life beyond death was in direct
contrast to the gloomy views held those who served false idddsyond the grave.

Who Raised Jesus From The Dead?

Galatians 1:1

1 Paul, an apostle, (not of men, neither by man,byulesus Christ, and God the Father, who
raised him from the dead;)

John 2:1819
18 Then answered the Jews and said unto him, What sign shewest thou unto us, seeing that thou
doest these things?

19 Jesus answered and said unto them, Destroy this temgdl@) three days | will raise it up.

Romans 8:11
1 But if the Spirit of him that raised up Jesus from the dead dwell in you, he that raised up Christ
from the dead shall also quicken your mortal bodies by his Spirit that dwelleth in you.

All three membes of the Trinity- God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit were
involved in the resurrection of Jesus. The resurrection is individually ascribed to each one of them.

which delivered us fThieisa referencevortr@dgment obthecGoeate é
Day, and the "wrath of God that falls upon the sons of disobedience" (Ephesians 5:6). Other
passages bearing on this are Romans 1:18, 28, 32; Romans 2:8,9; Ephesians 2:3 and Colossians
3:6. God has a score to settle with sin, and ahdaybeen appointed in which he will judge the

world in righteousness

Acts 17:31

s1Because he hath appointed a day, in the which he will judge the world in righteousness by that
man whom he hath ordained; whereof he hath given assurance unto all thehhahath raised

him from the dead.

"THE JUDGMENT WAS SET, AND THE BOOKS WERE %ﬁEELED"
L Y T S PP TR ¢

e (
ApuTERY | REJECTED
. L;:; :‘.IG:\: GOD!S

/ ONLY SON
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1 Thessalonians:
Living In The Presenti With A Future Tense!

h P

Past or I1Hless&ldnensChapter Two Outline: Paul's defense against criticism
Verses 112. Stressing the faithfulness of the Thessalonians updesecutionVerses 1316. A
warm expression of Paul's affection for tharerses 1720.

Paul's defense against criticism, Verses12:

1 Thessalonians 2
Verse 1

1 For yourselves, brethren, know our entrance in unto you, that it was not in vain:

This begins a section where Paul defended his own character and ministry before the
Thessal onians. This wasno6t because Paul was ir
enemies in Thessalaai (Acts 17:56 and 17:13) who discredited him in his alzs=srespecially
because of his hurried departure from Thessal
because he was a seHrving coward.

Paul wrote here in a personal manner , but thi
that it matteed for the sake of the Gospel. If Paul was discredited, then the Gospel message itself
would be discredited.

Verse 2

2But even after that we had suffered before, and were shamefully entreated, as ye know, at Philippi,
we were bold in our God to speak ugtu the gospel of God with much contention.

But even after that Pauwvaswdlidgtesgo bnfpeackind everetioamgh e é
it brought him much suffering. They knew how badly treated he had been at Philippi (Acts 16:12
40), but this had not pvented them from coming to Thessataniand continuing to preach boldly

even though there were the signs of the same things happening to him there (Acts 17:5). He had

not flinched or hesitated. He had b &ewhilewi | | i n
proclaiming tle Good News from God to them. Note the stress that the Good News they had
broughtwaH o f .Goldtdé was Godbés Good News, not his.

and were shamefully entr eadShda mednsurl ¢ athakidhéo w, a
treated arrogantly or spitefully. At Philippi the law was called in and false accusations were made
against them. They were then scourged and put in the stocks in prison.
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we were bold in our God to speak unto you the gospel of God with much contem o Ragll

counted it a pleasure to be able to suffer for Christ and the gospel message. The message that Paul
had brought to Thessal@ai was not made milder by the conflict, but if anything was even bolder

and more sure. Paul's boldness seem@tttease with every persecution.

Paul had to defend himself against False Accusations in the next few Verses:

- Paul has a police record and is therefore untrustwofithyhessalonians 2:2, suffered before
referring to his imprisonment in Thessalonica).

L Paul 6s ministry 1i(Thdssalenads 2:3,uncleamnessy. e mot i ves
- Paul deliberately deceives othgis Thessalonians 2:3, in deceit).
- Paul preaches to please others, not:Gbd’hessalonians 2:4, not as pleasing men).

- Paul is in theministry as a mercenary, to get what he can out of it mater{allyhessalonians
2:5, 2:9, nor a cloak for covetousness).

- Paul only wants personal gloil Thessalonians 2:6, nor did we seek glory from men).
- Paul is something of a dictat¢l Thesalonians 2:7 we were gentle among you).
Verse 3

sFor our exhortation was not of deceit, nor of uncleanness, nor in guile:

Paul was not a man of untruths. He spoke the message of God, exactly the way the Lord had given
it to him. He did not alter themessage to please man. Guile, in this verse would meaertrick

The purity of Paulds message made it apparent
his ministry. In the first century world Paul lived in, there were many competing religioths, a
many ministers of those religions were motivated by greed and gain.

Verse 4

+But as we were allowed of God to be put in trust with the gospel, even so we speak; not as pleasing
men, but God, which trieth our hearts.

| like the word"allowed" in the vese above. Paul counted it a privilege to be trusted with the
gospel messageNe should count it a privilege to ladlowed to work for God ourselves. Paul
spoke as aMessengeof God. Paul did not choose what he would say. He turned his tongue over
to God and spoke the words as the Spirit gave him utterance.

MostMinisters today have this all turned around. They are preaching what the people want to hear.
The Bible calls thatqgaching to itching ears.

2 Timothy 4:3
3For the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine; but after their own lusts shall
they heap to themselves teachers, having itching ears;

they heap to t helThsrerhinde s thatehmasthpepularédeachers are not
necessarily the most faithful teachdPaul had no desire to please men. His desire was to bring

the message God wanted the people to have as accurately as he could. Paul's desire was to please
God, not man.
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Paul isreminding us that in The Last Days, SAVED CHRISTIANS REJECT SOND DOCTRINE,
HAVING ITCHING EARS.

Question: "What does 2 Timothy 4:3 mean by itching ears?"

Answer: The apostle Paul wrote a warning for the church: The time will come when men will not
put up wth sound doctrine. Instead, to suit their own desires, they will gather around them a great
number of teachers to say what their itching ears want to (2e&mothy 4:3).

The Greek word translated #fAitchikngeo ol iTtoe rwalnlty
ears fAtickledo is to desdsermmonsnthas sharg easher thant h e r
challenge, entertain rather than edify, and please rather than preach.

Altching earso is a figure ofeedspoevacthlitistheaet r ef
desires that impel a person to believe whatever he wants to believe rather than the actual truth
itself. When people have Aitching ears, 0o they
they seek out others to supportithe noti ons. #Altching earso are ¢
comfortable, not with thetruthaf t er al |l , truth is often uncomf
church would one day contain those who only opened their ears to those who would serratch th
Aitch. o

Those with Aitching earso only want teachers

Evidence today of people having fAitching ears
are not required to change, as if repentance were outmodeg@gtipé are basically good; that

God is too loving to judge anyone; that the cross, with all its blood, is not really necessary; and

that God wants His children to be healthy, wealthy, and content in this world. As people turn their
backs on the truth abosin and condemnation, they disregard their need for repentance and

forgiveness. And a cravingoédweniiimleowdogntdhdéirfee
new under t he sidd)doacconipanced ey alongisgttoderl gdod eébout who they
a e and where theybére going. Messages that tic

and buy a lot of time o@ableTV.

Il n todayés postmodern church, we see many wal
that once preached sound ttowe now teach as acceptable the very evils the Bible condemns.
Some pastors are afraid to preach on certain j
as a heavenly FaShbkben, iGakl iChgi BIlt mamsd are no
repentance into church fellowship but into the pulpit, as well.
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Modern Day Itching Ear Phil osophyé

What do the symbols all mean?

Pagan
Wiccan
Symbol Christianity

Male/Female
Scientific
Islam equation

Cocr:| 9t

Peace Judaism  Yin Yang
Wiccan Pentacle Taoism

Verse 5

sFor neither at any time used we flattering words, as ye know, nor a cloke of covetousness; God
is witness:

They were not like professionplhi | osophers who went around in
giving men what they wanted to hear so that they would feekastffied, and seeking payment

for their teaching. Who put on a pretense because of their greed, as they angled for money and
admiration. But Paul and his companions were not interested in pleasing men in their teaching,

and lulling them into a feeling of satisfaction and wellbeing so that they would receive a reward.
They were not in it for money or for prestige or for hero worshigeed they refrained from

seeking in any way to benefit financially

nor a c¢cloke of covet €loken@rsese k Gmrdo p hsa swist)n, e sssiéc

Acover wup, o6 or Afronto; for an i mpure motive

Paul was not trying to get anything frahem. He did not covet anything that belonged to them.
When someone flatters you, they are usually setting you up to get something from you. Paul had
none of these desires. He was compelled within himself to bring the Truth of the gospel to all who
would receive it.Paul did not use the flattering words that often arak for covetousness.

Verse 6

¢Nor of men sought we glory, neither of you, nor yet of others, when we might have been
burdensome, as the apostles of Christ.

When Paul ministered among tfibessalonians, he was unconcerned for his personal glory. He
didndét need fancy introductions or | avish pra
Jesus, not from the praise of people.
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Verse 7
"But we were gentle among you, even as a ntinseisheth her children:

even as a nur se ¢ h @auiwadliketamurding motherhwhd ahly leak£to

give to her child. Though some among the Thessalonians had accused Paul of ministering out of
selfinterest, but Paul simply asks the Chaiss in Thessalonica to remember the gentle character

of his ministry among them.

Just as a nursing mother selflessly cares for her children, so Paul gave himself to the Thessalonians.
He changes the figure of speech to that of a father (In verse 11).

Verse8

8 S0 being affectionately desirous of you, we were willing to have imparted unto you, not the gospel
of God only, but also our own souls, because ye were dear unto us.

In this, Paul was bringing them the good news of the gospel of Christ, butitlaerte to feel the
love that he had for them as well.

It has been said that people dondét care how m
Paul gave both his care and his knowledge to the Thessalonians.

Verse 9

°For ye remember, brethren, our labour and travail: for labouring night and day, because we would
not be chargeable unto any of you, we preached unto you the gospel of God.

For ye remember, brethren, our | abouPaulaachd tr a
his companions worked with their hands by day, and spent a considerable part of the night, or
evenings, in preaching Christ to the people.

because we would not be chargeable unto any of you, we preached unto you the gospel of

G o d &Kkepresents wearisonteil and hard and painful toil. They had worn themselves out,
working to support themselves (see Acts 18:3) so as not to be a financial burden, and preaching
night and day whenever opportunity arose, until they were exhausted.

Verse 10

wYe are witnessesand God also, how holily and justly and unblameably we behaved ourselves
among you that believe:

Ye are wit ness eUnder@dTesta@entlawatltoskotveo or more witnesses to
verify truth (Num. 35:30; Deut. 17:6; 19:15; 2 Cor. 13:1). Here Paul called on both the
Thessalonians and God as witnesses to affirm his holy conduct in the ministry (2 Cor. 1:12).

Paul is saying ithis that he and those who travelled with him, were a living example of what they
preached. He is also telling them that they were eye witnesses of this. He is saying, as God is my
witness, we behaved properly to you.

h ol i Megndthe quality of'holiness” in personal conduct
Ye are withnesse§ As to our outward personalconduct

holily 8 towards God.
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justly 8 towards men.

unblamably & in relation to ourselves.
God 8 as to our inner motives.

Verse 11

1 As ye know how we exhorted and comforted ahdrged every one of you, as a father doth his
children,

The three key words in this aeghorted, comforted, and chargedPaul used these 3 words to
describe his fatherly relationship with the Thessalonians since they were his children in the faith.
Theyemphasized the personal touch of a loving father

E x h o r tMeadsdo strongly encourage A You can do it!! o
Co mf or Mea togive strength and hope.to
Ch a r gleiga military word, referring to an order from a commanding officer.

What charge?To follow The Gospel that Paul gave them, live right for God, to endure persecution
and harassment from the Thessaloniansé

Versel2
2 That ye would walk worthy of God, who hath called you unto his kingdom and glory.

Paul 6s goal for these Christians is that they
purpose of life. This is the new lifestyle to embrace. This goalimgortant that Paul uses three

different words to show this purpose. He and his companions exhorted, encouraged, and charged
them to walk in a manner worthy of God. So what does this look like as Paul writes to these
Thessalonians? What does it mean tokwabrthy of GodAValking in a manner worthy of God

is to have boldness in the face of opposition.

Walking from the inside outpur Walkingjourney starts with who we are then moves to what we

do. To walk worthy, one must first understand and appreciatgrétag price God paid to redeem

us. To Him, our worth is beyond the wealth this world contains. In fact, our redemption cost God

His greatest treasure in heaven. The price He paid is indicative of how He geesitisgreat

value. The world may not attachuch value to you. However, when you know your worth in
Godbés eyes, you wil/| see yourself differently

Paul gave some good Instruction on Walking Worthy to The Colossians:

Colossians 1:1612
10 That ye might walk worthy of the Lord unto all pleasing, being fruitful in every good work,
and increasing in the knowledge of God,

11 Strengthened with all might, according to his glorious power, unto all patience and longsuffering
with joyfulness;

12 Giving tharks unto the Father, which hath made us meet to be partakers of the inheritance of the
saints in light:
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1. Walking worthy of the Lord means pursuing the goal of pleasing the Lord in everything you do,
in all areas of your life(Verse 10)

2. Walking worthyof the Lord means continually bearing the right kind of fijMerse 10)

3. Walking worthy of the Lord means continually increasing in your knowledge of (Vedse
10)

4. Walking worthy of the Lord means continually receiving God's streifgtrse 11)

5. Walking worthy of the Lord means that God will build patience and longsuffering into your way
of life. (Verse 11)

6. Walking worthy of the Lord involves continually giving joyful praise to God, because of what
He has done for us through Chridpyfulnes, Verse 11.

The reason the Christian can praise and thank God the Father, even in the midst of situations that
require patience and longsuffering, is because of what God the Father has done for us through
Christ.
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1 Thessalonians:
Living In The Presenti With A Future Tense!

k &
B, =

Past or I1Hless&ldnensChapter Two Outline: Paul's defense against criticism
Verses 112. Stressing the faithfulness of the Thessalonians under persecdgmes 1316. A
warm expression of Paul's affection for tharerses 1720.

Stressing the faithfulness of the Thessalonians under persecution, Verseslt3
Verse 13

1 For this cause also thank we God without ceasing, because, when ye received the word of God
which yeheard of us, ye received it not as the word of men, but as it is in truth, the word of God,
which effectually worketh also in you that believe.

For this cause al so t haThislookseback todvha®aulltablmeent ¢ e a s
saying, and forwarthere to the description of the Thessalonian response. Paul and companions

have preached faithfully and pastored faithfully. Now he rejoices that the Thessalonians responded
faithfully.

when ye received the word of God which ye heard of us, ye received it rad the word of

me n , but as it i s i BothPauw @antthe Thdssalonvamsredogrozéd th@to d é
the Word he preached to them was the Word of God. In this context, Paul is boldly asserting the
Divine Inspiration of his gospel (2 Tiothy 3:16).

2 Timothy 3:16
1 All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for
correction, for instruction in righteousness:

which effectually workePhuhdésoconfiydbeinde aitn bt
w a s nmatter @ wishful thinking or blind faith. He could see that it effectively works in those

who believe. Goddés Word wor ks, It doesndot onl
power in the word of God to change lives.

How the Word works in believers:
By the word the new birth is effectetl Peter 1:28
By it the soul is savedlémes 1:21
By it we are sanctifiedJohn 17:171 Timothy 4:5.
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It prevails mightily Acts 19:20.
Like the seedMark 4:2627), it has power in itself to produce.

It is living and active lebrews 4:1p
It is like fire against that which is fals@gremiah 23:29

It is like @ hammer against that which is stroderémiah 23:20
It is light in darknessKsalms 119:105

It is thesole weapon in Christian warfargghesians 6:1)7

Receiving the Word

|. The description of the Gospghe Word of God.

1. It was given by God to the World.

2. It reveals to us His will in the salvation of ruined man.

3. He has commissioned His ministers to publish it.

lI. The act of receiving it.

1. Hearing it as the Word of God, and not merely as the word of man.
2. Listening to it with attention.

3. Accepting it with the fullest credence.

4. Taking it wholly in all its parts.

lll. The effect it produces.

1. It works a complete conformity to the character of Christ.

2. It supports the mind under all the difficulties and trials of life.

IV. The gratitude expssed for it.

l.Because it is all the gratuitous work of God
2. Because the safety and happiness it confers and ensures.
Reflections:

1. Have we received the gospel?

2. Are we bringing forth its fruits?

Verse 14

“For ye, brethren, becani@lowers of the churches of God which in Judaea are in Christ Jesus:
for ye also have suffered like things of your own countrymen, even as they have of the Jews:
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For ye, brethren, became followers of the churches of God which in Judaea are in Christ
Jesu® Not only were the Thessalonians imitators of Paul and the Lord, but alsoGiuhehes
in Judea, in the sense that they both were pe

for ye also have suffered |ike things of your
They too are suffering persecution as the Christians in Judea are, partly, or even largely, instigated
by the Jews in Thessalonidawas Jewish persecution which first broke against the infant church;

and it was conspicuously against their own countrynmere Paul compared the persecutions of

the Thessalonians which they had endured at the hands of their Gentile countrymen

Verse 15

15\Who both killed the Lord Jesus, and their own prophets, and have persecuted us; and they please
not God, and are couatry to all men:

Interestingly this is the only place in Paul where the blame is specifically attached to the Jews by
him, but that is because here he was thinking of the Jews as pers@deitsesl4) Elsewhere the
blame is laid squarely on everyone, ba¢hw and Gentile.

Acts 4:27
z7For of a truth against thy holy child Jesus, whom thou hast anointed, both Herod, and Pontius
Pilate, with the Gentiles, and the people of Israel, were gathered together,

For though Pilate condemned him to death, and theaRauldiers executed the sentence, yet it

was through the malice and envy of the Jews that he was delivered to him, who brought charges
against him, and insisted upon the crucifixion of him; and who are therefore said to have taken
him with wicked hands,ral crucified and slain him; and to have killed the Prince of life, and to
have been the betrayers and murderers of him; and therefore it is no wonder that such persons
should persecute the followers of Christ, whether in Judea or elsewhere

His indictmentof the Jews is frightenindgdowever, it should not be thought that Paul was in any
manner reprehensible in the denunciation that followed. He said nothing that Christ had not said,;
all that he said was true; and all that he said needed to be said.

Verse 16

1 Forbidding us to speak to the Gentiles that they might be saved, to fill up their sins alway: for
the wrath is come upon them to the uttermost.

Here Paul revealed what offended the religious persecutors of the Thessalonians so much. They
were outragedhat Gentiles could be saved without first becoming Jews. This exclusive attitude
filled up the measure of their sins.

The straw that broke the camel's back, as far as God's dealings with Israel were concerned, took
place right there in Thessalonica, where they forbade that the gospel of God be preached to
Gentiles. That did it! That "filled up" the measure of their samslwrath andudgment soon fell.

Paul comforted the Thessalonians by assuring them that God would indeed take care of their
persecutors.

We should notice that Paul déds anger i s the ang:¢
He is very much p&of them, and he sorrows for their fate.
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A warm expression of Paul's affection for them, Verses 120:
Verse 17

7 But we, brethren, being taken from you for a short time in presence, not in heart, endeavoured
the more abundantly to see your face withagdesire.

Paul knew that the Thessalonians appreciated the comfort he gave, but they wondered why he
didndot come and bring this comfort in person.
better. Yet Paul assured them that the reason was not af lasle or desire on his part.

Paul now explains why he has not been back to see them and declares his strong desire to do so.
He tells them that being parted from them has been like a bereavement. They had had to leave
Thessalonicén a hurry (Acts 17:10), and then Paul had had to |8&avea(Acts 17:14). That had

been for the sake of the churches there, to prevent serious trouble for them. But he assures them
that the absence was only of the body. His heart was still with them.

Verse 18
18\Wherefore we would have come unto you, even | Paul, once and again; but Satan hindered us.

Indeed his desire to see them was so great that he had made every attempt to come to them but
Satan had hindered him. Possibly this points to some ilthaskad prevented him, or more likely
to the interference of legal authorities, possibly brought about by Jewish instigators.

but Sat an hThenwbml is@iskd afi @ éthlete cutting in front of a rival to slow him
down and prevent him winning. Thei nder i ng of the people of God

Ten Ways That Satan Tries to Hinder Us:
1. Satan lies, and is the father of lies.

John 8:44

“Ye are of your father the devil, and the lusts of your father ye will do. He was a murderer from
the beginning, and abode not in the truth, because there is no truth in him. When he speaketh a lie,
he speaketh of his own: for he is a liar, and the father of it.

2. He blinds theminds of unbelievers.

2 Corinthians 4:4
+In whom the god of this worldath blinded the minds of them which believe not, lest the light of
the glorious gospel of Christ, who is the image of God, should shine unto them.

3. He masqueradess an Angel of Light

2 Corinthians 11:1315
1BFor such are false apostles, deceithrkers, transforming themselves into the apostles of
Christ.

“And no marvel; for Satan himself is transformed into an angel of light.

3 Therefore it is no great thing if his ministers also be transformed as the ministers of
righteousness; whose end k& according to their works.
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4. Satan does signs and wonders.

2 Thessalonians 2:9
°Even him, whose coming is after the working of Satan with all power and signs and lying
wonders,

5. Satan tempts people to sin.

This is what he did unsuccessfullylesus in the wildernesés he wanted him to abandon the path
of suffering and obedience (Matthew #11). This is what he did successfully to Judas in the last
hours of Jes ui$)dAndih 2 Goenthians L1k3ePa \Rarn8 against this fohall t
believers:

2 Corinthians 11:3
sBut | fear, lest by any means, as the serpent beguiled Eve through his subtilty, so your minds
should be corrupted from the simplicity that is in Christ.

6. Satan plucks the word of @Gl out of peopl e

Jesus told the parable of the four soilddark 4:17 9. In it, the seed of the word of God is sown,
and some fallgn the path and birds quickly take it away. He explaingerse 15:

Mark 4:15
s And these are they by the way side, where the word is sown; but when they have heard, Satan
cometh immediately, and taketh away the word that was sown in their hearts.

7. Satan causes some sickness and disease.

Luke 13:16
16 And ought not this woman, being a daughter of Abraham, whom Satan hath bound, lo, these
eighteen years, be loosed from this bond on the sabbath day?

In Acts 10:38, Peter described Jesus as one who

Acts 10:38
#How God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with ey Ghost and with power: who went about
doing good, and healing all that were oppressed of the devil; for God was with him.

8. Satan is a murderer.

Jesus said to those weareafypuréthg theadew, iand ¢he lusts ofk i | |
your father ye will do. He was a murderer from the beginning, and abode not in the truth, because
thereisnotruthinhim. ( John 8: 44) . John says, ANot as C:
slew his brother. o (1 John a3: BMhfFgamare ofdihewset ol d
things which thou shalt suffer: behold, the devil shall cast some of you into prison, that ye may be
tried; and ye shall have tribulation ten days: be thou faithful unto death, and | will give thee a
crown of lifeo (Revelation 2:10).

To put itplainly, Satan is bloodhirsty. Christ came into the world that we might have life and
have it abundantly (John 10:10). Satan comes that he might destroy life wherever he can and in
the end make it eternally miserable.

9. Satan accuses Christians before God.
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Revelation 12:10

wAnd | heard a loud voice saying in heaven, Now is come salvation, and strength, and the kingdom
of our God, and the power of his Christ: for the accuser of our brethren is cast down, which accused
them before our God day and night.

10. Satan fights against the plans o€hurch Workers.

1 Thessalonians 2:18
18\Wherefore we would have come unto you, even | Paul, once and again; but Satan hindered us.

Satan hates evangelism and discipleship, and he will throw every obstacle he can in the way of
Church Workersand people with aeal for evangelism.

Sometimes We Hinder Ourselvesn the Work of The Lord with Excusesé

1..1d6m too busy with work.

2. 1 6 m t owth familyscgmmitments (we have kids).

3.1 6m too busy with family problems (e.g. my s
4. 1 0m too busy with other things.

5. 16m married to an unbeliever who doesndét | ik
6. My h_usband/wife and | d o n 6 ¢ thegvedk nights/weekermdss d mu
are precious to us.

7.1 dondét know what opportunities are avail abl
81 dondédt know what gifts God has given me.

991 dondét have the skills required to serve in

10.No one asked me.

11,1 6ve come here Heaomamu saa olttmerb wrhrutr cut . Il just
121 6m serving in other ways outside of church.
131 dondét want to commit to anything in advanc
141 | ive too far away and it obddcetmestruggle to g
155The staff team is paid to serve so | donét h
16 dondét know anyone whodés serving in the are

17.1 serve the people | know by encouraging them in their faith.

181 &m generous in other ways (e.g. with my mon
19.Serving is what th young peopledbt hey dve got the time and ene
20.Everything seems under contiol 6 m not needed.

21.1 offered to serve, and no one followed me up.
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221 offered to serve, but | wasno6t needed.
23.1 served for a while, but | felt unappreciated and no one thamieed

241 dondét get anything out of it.

251 just dondét want to.

Verse 19

1 For what is our hope, or joy, or crown of rejoicing? Are not even ye in the presence of our Lord
Jesus Christ at his coming?

Again Paulcloses the Chapter with a mentionTdéfe Second Coming of Jesus!

The hope of success, the joy of victory and@newn given to the victor suggest a victor at the
games.

or crown of rejoicing?... For Believers At The Judgment Seat of Christ i t 6s al so
Ti me! ltés Crowning Ti me!

TheBi bl e specifically talks about 5 different
when they enter into Heaven. Just like trophies, rings, and plaques are given to sports heroes or

winning teams in sports, God is going to be doing the same ithiHgaven. The Greek word

R €

transl at edlephdrm§ biweososrce for the name Stephen

of royalty, a prize in the public games or
The Five Crowns:

1. The I ncorrupti bCewnCrown: The Victords
Corinthians 9:24-25

24Know ye not that they which run in a race run all, but one receiveth the prize? So run, that ye
may obtain.

25And every man that striveth for the mastery is temperate in all things. Now they do it to obtain
a corruptiblecrown; but we an incorruptible.

The Incorruptible Crown for the Christian is the victor's crown for those who keep under the body

and bring it into subjection. It is a conquering of the old nature. Paul states that those who run a

race in order to win the pezare temperate in all things. In other words, there is a lot they have to
give up in order to be in proper condition to run that race.

Professional athletes are a good example. They have to go through training camp to get ready for

the season. They hawe watch their diets and weight in order to be able to successfully compete
in the sport they are in. They have to give up a lot of their social life in order to stay in good shape.
In other words, they do not live normal lives like the rest of us do. 3bwetimes lose time away

from their families.

Just as we respect, honor, and pay these athletes for performing for us, God the Father will also be

rewarding His own spiritual athletes if they are willing to go that extra mile for Him to complete
what maybe a difficult mission or call.

2. The Crown of Rejoicing: The Soul Winners Crown
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1 Thessalonians 2:19

9For what is our hope, or joy, orown of rejoicing? Are not even ye in the presence of our Lord
Jesus Christ at homing?

The Soul Winners Crownis given to those who faithfully are witnesses to the saving grace of
God and leads souls to Jesus.

3. The Crown of Life: The Martyr's Crown
James 1:12

12Blessed is the man that endureth temptation: for when he ishdesthall receivéhe crown of
life, which the Lord hath promised to them that love him.

The Martyr's Crown is given tothose believers who endure trials, tribulations, and severe
suffering, even unto death. Christians who have been martyred for their faith throughout history
will be given this crown of life

Revelation 2:10 says:

10Fear none of those things which thoulskaffer: behold, the devil shall cast some of you into
prison, that ye may be tried; and ye shall have tribulation ten days: be thou faithful unto death, and
| will give thee acrown of life.

4. The Crown of Righteousness: The Second Coming Crown
2 Timothy 4:8

8 Henceforth there is laid up for m&@wn of righteousnesswhich the Lord, the righteous judge,
shall give me at that day: and not to me ohly, unto all them also that love his appearing

The Crown of Righteousnesss given to those who lovitae appearing of Christ, who anxiously
wait and look forward to the day when He will return for His saints.

Titus 2:13

13 ooking for that blessed hope, and the glorious appearing of the great God and our Saviour Jesus
Christ;

5.The Crownof Glory:1Peter5:24 Thi s i s the Pastordés crown an
who faithfully feed the flock of God. . This probably could also inclatieet PeachersTeachers,

Sunday SchodleachersMissionaries and all those who teach the Word of Gelakim respective

ministries.

1 Peter 5:14

1 The elders which are among you | exhort, who am also an elder, and a witness of the sufferings
of Christ, and also a partaker of the glory that shall be revealed:

2Feed the flock of God which is among ydaking the oversight thereof, not by constraint, but
willingly; not for filthy lucre, but of a ready mind;

3Neither as being lords over God's heritage, but being examples to the flock.
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4And when the chief Shepherd shall appgarshall receive a crown bglory that fadeth not
away.

Remember, The Devil omo man can take your Crown(s).

Jesus Revelation 3:11

1Behold, | come quickly: hold that fast which thou h#sat no man take thy crown
And what do we do with our Crowns in Heaven? Revelation 4:101

10The four and twenty elders fall down before him that sat on the throne, and worship him that
liveth for ever and evegnd cast their crowns before the throngsaying,

1 Thou art worthy, O Lord, to receive glory and honour and power: for thogreased all things,
and for thy pleasure they are and were created.

These elders place thé&rowns at Jesus feet and if they do, would not all of us want to more so
do because of our love for Him.

Verse 20
20 For ye are our glory and joy.

This statement should challenge us. For Paul is saying that these Christians brought him more joy
and made him prouder than any material object. Are our brethren more important to us, do they
give us more happiness and pride thaur cars, homes, jobs, recrieal activities, and hobbies?

And am | living in such a way that my brethren could be proud of me?
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Past or Ndtasrokl dlsessalonians:
Living In The Presenti With A Future Tense!

1ThessaloniansChapter Three Outline: Why Paul sent Timothy to th&hessalonians
Verses 15. The good news from Timothy and the effect it had on Paul, V6f8es Paul 6 s Pr ¢
for The Thessalonians, Verses18.

The chapter is largely devotadth of Paul's concern over the fate of the beloved converts left in
Thessalonica when Paul was compelled to flee, due to Javsisgated opposition from the city
officials, and of the apostle's joy upon receiving the good news of their devotion to thenidord

of their love for Paul. It concludes with a fervent prayer that he might be spared to visit them again,
and that the Thessalonians might abound and increase in their love of both God and man

1 Thessalonians 3

Why Paul sent Timothy to the Thessalonias, Verses 15:

Verse 1

1 Wherefore when weouldno longer forbear, we thought it good to be left at Athens alone;

Wheref ore when we ¢ ouThd agong of kseparagian hetwean rsfiriual r é
parent, Paul, and his children in Thessalonica became unbearably.painful

we thought 1t good t oPad &d SilasfstayedabehindwhileeTmethya | o n «
returned (verse 2).

Verse 2

2 And sent Timotheus, our brother, and minister of God, and our fellowlabourer in the gospel of
Christ, to establish you, and to comfort you concerning your faith:

In the previous chapter Paul explained how much he wanted to be with the Thessalonians during
their time of trial (1 Thessalonians 2:18). However, since Paul could not be with the
Thessalonians himself, he did the next best thing. He sent his trusted companion and fellow worker
Timothy to them

to establish you, and to comfort you concerning yau f a Paullwénted Timothy to do two
thingsi to establish andomfortencourage the Thessalonians. Both are necessary, but establishing
comes first.ComfortEncouragement can really only come after we are established in the right
direction

Establish = To fix, make fast, to sefToachieve permanent acceptance or recognition for.
Verse 3

3That no man should be moved by these afflictions: for yourselves know that we are appointed
thereunto.
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The apostle had mentioned before his great afflictions, and they knew well what he himself had
suffered both at Thessalonica and Berea, Acts-34;%nd therefore might fear they migiaw
be shaken in their faith. And Timothy therefore was sent to comuhor establish them

Paul hacendured for the sake of preaching the Gospel among them, and which he feared might be
a means of troubling their minds, of shaking their faith, and moving them from the hope of the
Gospel; for though none of these things ntbkien, who was an old soldier of Christ, and used to
hardness, and an apostle of Christ; yet these were young converts, and not used to such things, and
therefore might be surprised at them, and be offended, as stony ground hearers are; and though the
aposle hoped better things of them, yet was he concerned for them, that no one among them might
be unhinged by them, or succumb under them

That no man s hoThisddh doves mwohveetd €éi s a Chri sti anods
sufferings for the gospel. The wbhere used by the apostle answers another word,insed
Thessalonians 2:2, which alludes to the waves of the sea shaken by the winds. Fears, and doubts,
or hesitations of mind, do move and shake it, which the apostle sent Timothy to prevent, or remove.

for your selves know that @os haa pemisadoRad ifututee d t
sufferings when He commended him to ministry through Ananias (Acts 9:16).

Acts 9:16

s For | will shew him how great things he must suffer for my name's sake.

Paul remindedhe Thessalonians of this divine appointment so that they would not think that:

(1) Godbdébs plan was not working out as evidenc
(2) Paul d6s afflictions demonstrated Godds di s

Peter writes in:

1 Peter 4:1213
12 Beloved, think it not strange concerning the fiery trial which is to try you, as though some strange
thing happened unto you:

12 But rejoice, inasmuch as ye are partakers of Christ's sufferings; that, when his glory shall be
revealed, ye may be glad also wétkceeding joy.

Some believe that Christians shouldndét suffer
Word, and not through trial or tribulation. It is true that there is a great deal of suffering we could

be spared by si mpglayd Godomvangsitorsgare Gsottahtcssfferiép Mevertheless,
suffering was good enough to teach Jesus (Hebrews 2:10 and 5:8), therefore it is good enough to
teach us. God does teach the believer perseverance, obedience, how to comfort others, and deeper
fellowship with Jesus in trials.

Verse 4

4 For verily, when we were with you, we told you before that we should suffer tribulation; even as
it came to pass, and ye know.
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Paul reinforces his statements by reminding them that they had continuailyapred the
Thessal onians that tribulation was the Chri st
had happened.

Why doesTribulation happen to Christians?

John 15:19
1 |f ye were of the world, the world would love his own: but because ye are not of the world, but
| have chosen you out of the wortterefore the world hateth you.

Matthew 10:22
22 And ye shall be hated of all men for my name's sakéut he that enduretio the end shall be
saved.

But Remember:

Romans 8:3537
35Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or
famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword?

36As it is written, Forthy sake we are killed all the day long; we are accounted as sheep for the
slaughter.

37Nay, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him that loved us.

2 Corinthians 4:8-11
8\We are troubled on every side, yet not distressed; we arexyedpbut not in despair;

°Persecuted, but not forsaken; cast down, but not destroyed;

w0 Always bearing about in the body the dying of the Lord Jesus, that the life also of Jesus might
be made manifest in our body.

1 For we which live are alwaydelivered unto death for Jesus' sake, that the life also of Jesus might
be made manifest in our mortal flesh.

Verse 5

5 For this cause, when | could no longer forbear, | sent to know your faith, lest by some means the
tempter have tempted you, and our labloe in vain.

Paul was deeply depressed because of the heavy burden of suspense and uncertainty concerning
the outcome of his mission at Thessaloniaul could barely endure the thought that the faith of

the Thessalonians might crumble under this seafaffliction, so he sent Timothy to both check

on them and to help them.

The good news from Timothy and the effect it had on Paul, Verses®
Verse 6

6 But now when Timotheus came from you unto us, and brought us good tidings of your faith and
charity,and that ye have good remembrance of us always, desiring greatly to see us, as we also to
see you:
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But now when Ti mot heus Whenniieothyretumed yramuhis uisittoo u s é
the Thessalonians, he brought good news. The Thessalonians were dibimgfaith and love,
and Paul helped them to do even better with this letter he wrote.

and brought us good tidings of yourfaith and charityé il n t h e s e(fathvaed wor ds
charity) All who aim at this double mark are beyond the danger of error for the whole of their
I i f- dohndCalvin

All Pastors are reminded by this of the kind of relationship which ought to exist between them and
theChurch. When things go well with the Churdiey are to count themselves happy, even though
in other respects they are surrounded by much distress.

and that ye have good rTenoileymborbuglt the gndd naws thad | wa 'y
the Thessalonians had not believed the vicious and false raimous Paul.

desiring greatly t o sRadwaspgleasedtkatthegwaatéddhiotoicame s e e
back and minister to them. He reminds them that he desires to come and see them as much as they
want him to come.

Verse 7

" Therefore, brethren, waere comforted over you in all our affliction and distress by your faith:
Paul was very pleased that his spiritual children had been strong in the faith.

Verse 8

8 For now we live, if ye stand fast in the Lord.

For now Weseé¢fiom this, Paul haad new life breathed into his weary soul, because
these, his converts, have kept the faith. When one Christian stands fast in the Lord, it gives the
others courage to stand.

i f ye stand f Riduted hem is arhaemy that refilises to retream ¢élvough it is
being assaulted by the enemy.

Verse 9

9 For what thanks can we render to God again for you, for all the joy wherewith we joy for your
sakes before our God,
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Paul 6s thanks and joy overfl owed Lbré. Sametnd he Kk
it easy to rejoice in the material prosperity in the life of others, but Paul honestly rejoiced in the
spiritual prosperity of others.

Paul 6s Prayer for Thel3Thessal onians, Verses 1
Verse 10

10 Night and day praying exceedingly that meght see your face, and might perfect that which is
lacking in your faith?

Ni ght and day praying exceedPauldéard gdodrews frome mi g
Ti mot hy, but 1t wasndot enough. He wantcad to s
Paul wanted it enough to pray night and day... exceedingly that God would make a way for him to

see them.

and might perfect that which is lacking in your faith?...In the midst of all this joy, Paul called
attention to the fact that they were dailtking. Though the apostle repeatedly complimented them
(1 Thessalonians 1:3, 1:7, 2:13, 24® and 3:6), he was also concerned to perfect (complete)
what is lacking in their faith.

Verse 11
1 Now God himself and our Father, and our Lord Jesus CHiistt our way unto you.

In the prayer that closes this section Paul clearly demonstrates that all must be of God. If they are
to come to Thessalonica it must be because God directs them, removing the obstacles and the
interference of Satan which has peated it. Note again how God the Father and the Lord Jesus
are in parallel. They are our God and Lord, working in full unity. And all our ways must be in their
hands. That they are addressed in prayer together confirms the full deity of our Lord Jestus Chri

direct our wRayl knewthat Satarohad hindered his return (2:18). Even though
Timothy had visited and returned with a good report, Paul still felt the urgency to see his spiritual
children again.

Verse 12

12 And the Lord make you timcrease and abound in love one toward another, and toward all men,
even as we do toward you:

And the Lord make you to increase ThAsmwédsnatound
loveless church, but they still had room to grown in love, because laveassential mark of the
Christian faith.

and toward all mené Paul looked for the Thessalonian Christians to show love to one another
and to all. This love begins in the family of God, but it must go beyond.

even as we d dautdaringlyrset himselfuag a standard of love to be emulated. We
should |ive such Christian |ives that we coul
way that | do. o
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Jesus said inMark 12:30
% And thou shalt love the Lord thy God widttl thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy
mind, and with all thy strength: this is the first commandment.

John 13:35
3 By this shall all men know that ye are my disciples, if ye have love one to another.

1 John 4:20
»]f a man say, | love God, and hateth his brother, he is a liar: for he that loveth not his brother
whom he hath seen, how can he love God whom he hath not seen?

Verse 13

13To the end he may stablish your hearts unblameable in holiness before Ganljrelvather, at
the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ with all his saints.

To the end he may stablish your hearts unblameable in holiness before Godeven our
Fatheré Paul prayed that there would be no grounds of accusation becauséafness

Paul knew hat God wanted the Thessalonians to have their hearts established blameless in
holiness. The idea behind holiness is to be set apart from the world and unto God. The genuinely
holy person is separated awgm the domination of sin and self and the woddd they are
separated to God.

at the coming of our Lor d AgersRagl enGsharChapterhese t h a
mentioning The Second Coming of JesBsA u | was reminded of Jesusbod
can encourage us to holiness Iilkenembering that Jesus might come today.

Saints=Christians

Paul 6s prayer for the Thessal onians emphasi ze:¢

- First, he wanted tbewith them, so they could benefit from his apostolic wisdomaritority.
- He wanted them to abound in love.
- He wanted them to be established in true Healihess.
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Past or Ndtasrokl dlsessalonians:
Living In The Presenti With A Future Tense!

1ThessaloniansChapter Four Outline: Walking with God and Holy LivingSanctification,
Verses 18. We should live a life of increasing lovéerses 910. Work, Verse 11We should live
a life that is an exampl&erse 12Concerning Christians who have diead TheRapture Verses
13-18.

1 Thessalonians 4Verse 1

1 Furthermore then we beseech you, brethren, and exhort you by the Lord Jesus, that as ye have
received of us how ye ought to walk and to please God, so ye would abound more and more.

P aul 6 $urthesneore aldes not mean he is finished. It means he here began the closing section
of the letter, with practical instruction on how God wants His people to live.

that as ye have received of us Padswesseethattheg ht t c
hadlearned from him and his companions, both by example and teaching, how they should walk

and thus please God, then he assures them that he does know that they are walking like this, and
finally he stresses the need to abound more and more. He goes sutvay/hio be tactful and not

cause offence, while achieving his object in stressing the need to continue to grow.

ye ought to walklandvatsonphteasenaGoadée of choice
verb regularly used of living life in a certairay It stressed the need for continual right behaviour
and attitude, step by step, hour by hour, through life.

so ye woul d aboun dPauhwas thankduh for then grovghé he saw in the
Thessalonians, but still looked for them to abo(thdve) moreand more in a walk that would
please God.

Verse 2
2For ye know what commandments we gave you by the Lord Jesus.

These were not suggestions from the pen of Paul. Theserareandmentsfrom the Lord Jesus,
and must be received that way.

This defines what they had received. Direct commandments from the Lord Jesus, as found through
the authority of the teaching of Jesus passed on through the Apostles, and through Paul, and the
earl vy chur ch, t he 060Testi mony spel§). Theewordsfd ( as
0 ¢ o0 mma ndbaoregams the idea of strict orders similar to military orders (Acts 1B843We

are under orders. It is not a matter of choice. So Paul stresses that he had not passed on his own
ideas, they were the commands of the Lord.

Verse 3

3For this is the willof God, even your sanctification, that ye should abstain from fornication:
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The passage must be read as one whole, for each part defines the other. It is dealing with the major
moral problem that faced Christians in the first century, stiidfaces thenmin many countries

today, of lax and loose sexual behaviour. Marriage for some had become a mockery. Many
religions in the first century encouraged sexual misbehavior and laxity. Sacred prostitutes were
common, with whom sex was seen as a form of worshigla 6 | ove f eastld)p (see
orgies, where anything went and was even looked on as religious activity, were a favorite pastime
for many. Indeed the practice later invaded the Christian church causing major condemnation from
Christ (Revelation &; Revelation 2:14.5; Revelation 2:2@3). This was especially prevalent in

the area of the world in which the Thessalonians lived. Thus becoming Christians had faced them
with a totally new way of life.

Now Pauldescribeghree thingsn the next couplef Verses thathe Christian must avoidd t h a t
ye should abstain from fornication-- That every one of you should know how to possess his
vesse-That no man go beyond and defraud his brot

That you abst ai n Fdrnicaiionis & general word signifyingésex engaged in
outside a formal marriage relationshifhe Christian is to avoid fornication!

The Bible Teaching onSanctification

even your sanctificatioré Or in its verbal form, sanctify, literally means "to set apart” for special

use or purpose, that is, to make holy or sacred. Therefore, sanctification refers to the state or
process of being set apart, i . e. nsfaedfeombe | vy. i
same Greek words. Thus,$anctify, or to make holy, does not mean to purify or to make sinless,

but to set apart something for God and for His service.

In the Bible many things other than people are said to b8anctified:
1. The Tabernacle furniture a mountain. ¢Exs19:23); food (1 Tinothy4:5).
Exodus 40:10

10 And thou shalt anoint the altar of the burnt offering, and all his vesselsaaatify the altar:
and it shall be an altar most holy.
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2. A Mountain.
Exodus 19:23

23 And Moses said unto tHeord, The people cannot come up to mount Sinai: for thou chargedst
us, saying, Set bounds about the mount,samttify it.

3. The Firstborn of the Animals.
Leviticus 27:26

260nly the firstling of the beasts, wihicshould be thé&ord's firstling, no man shall sanctify it;
whether it be ox, or sheep: it is therd's.

Old Testament Priests were Sanctified.
Exodus 28:41

41 And thou shalt put them upon Aaron thy brother, and his sons with him; and shalt anoint them,
and consecrate them, asahctify them, that they may minister unto me in the priest's office.

God Sanctified The Nation of Israel.
Ezekiel 37:28

28 And the heathen shall know that | therd do sanctify Israel, when my sanctuary shall be in the
midst ofthem for evermore.

In relation to the Christiaranctification or holiness refers to being set apart to God from sin.
There are three distinctly different aspects of this sanctificgb@ast, present, and future Every
Christian can sayfigtd; havambbenngasanctified;

Past Sanctificationmeans the believer is already positionally set apart in Christ.
1 Corinthians 1:2

2Unto the church of God which is at Corinth, to them thasaretified in Christ Jesus cdled
to be saints, with all that in every place call upon the name of Jesus Christ our Lord, both their's
and our's:

At the new birth, every believer is eternally sanctified in Christ, is brought from the power of the
devil into the family of God (John 4 Galatians 446 ) , from t he devil 6s ki
kingdom (Colossians 1:123); from the old creation into the new creation (2 Corinthians 5:17).

Present Sanctificatoni s t he process by which the Holy Sp
life to give victory over sin. This is practical sanctification. This is Christian growth, putting away

sin and putting on godliness (Romans 6:19, 22; 1 Thessaloniads 4:Peter 1:14.6). This

present process of sanctification never ends in this lifel{fhl1810). The Christian must resist

sin until he is taken from this world at death or at the return of Christ.

1 Thessalonians 4:3
3For this is the will of God, even yosanctification, that ye should abstain from fornication:

Future Sanctification is the perfection the believer will enjoy at the resurrection (1 Thessalonians
5:23) . At Christdés coming, every believer wil
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Christian will no longer have to resist sin within or to grow toward perfection. HigiBeation
will be complete. He will be wholly and forever set apart to God from sin.

Sanctification is the process of being set apart for God's work and being conformed to the image
of Christ. This conforming to Christ involves the work of the perbaohijt is still God working
in the believer to produce more of a godly character and life in the person.

Verses4 & 5
+That every one of you should know how to possess his vessel in sanctification and honour;
sNot in the lust of concupiscence, everttes Gentiles which know not God:

The Gentiles in general were ruled by their lustful passions. But that was the opposite of how
Christians should behave. They should be ruled by spiritual ideals under God. Thus they are like

the holy vessels setapartimé¢ Taber nacl e and must rule their
for God, dedicated to Godbdés service. They mus
whole manner of life will be different, for their primary aim and responsibility willdopléase

and to serve God.

The idea behind sanctification is to be set apart, and God wants us set apart from a godless culture
and its sexual immorality. If our sexual behavior is no different tharGentiles which know

not God, then we are naanctifiedi set apart in the way God wants us to Behis plainly means

that the sexual conduct of the Christian should be different than the prevailing permissiveness of
the day.

Verse 6

¢ That no man go beyond and defraud his brother in any mattaugethat the Lord is the avenger
of all such, as we also have forewarned you and testified.

When we are sexually immoral, we take advantage of and defraud others and we cheat them in
greater ways than we can imagine. The adulterer defrauds his mateildnehc The fornicator
defrauds his future mate and children, and both defraud their illicit partner.

It defrauds and takes advantage of others. It destroys marriages, breaks up relationships, makes a
mockery of genuine love, drags men and women downdwer level of living, andlishonors

God (1 Corinthians 6:18.6; 1 Corinthians 6:18.9). And when we so lead others astray or hurt

them, the Lord will avenge them, either at the day of judgment, or by illness aasalif
Corinthians 11:3p

because that the Lor d Becausdthedordisitie mgreger of@alfsuch:l | S
This is thefirst of four reasons for sexual purity. We can trust that God will punish sexual
immorality, and that no one gets away with thisiseven if it is undiscovered.

There is no reason for considering that r o thdreamedns any different from elsewhere. It refers

to a fdlow-Christian. Sexual transgression in the church was most likely to affect other Christians,
especially in days when free time was limited, and that would be a great sin for it would be a sin
against a brother which the Lord will avenge. And even sesidmithe church community would
harm fellowChristianfor it would bring shame on the church and on each brother.

Verse 7


https://www.studylight.org/desk/index.cgi?q1=1%20Corinthians+6:15-16&t1=en_nas
https://www.studylight.org/desk/index.cgi?q1=1%20Corinthians+6:18-19&t1=en_nas
https://www.studylight.org/desk/index.cgi?q1=1%20Corinthians+11:30&t1=en_nas
https://www.studylight.org/desk/index.cgi?q1=1%20Corinthians+11:30&t1=en_nas
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7For God hath not called us unto uncleanness, but unto holiness.

This is thesecondreason why Christians should be sexually pubecause of outall. That call
is not touncleanness but toholiness therefore, sexual immorality is simply inconsistent with
who we are in Jesus Christ.

For God hath not called us unto uncleanness, but n t o h o Paul finally susnmarizes the

position. Sexual purity is part of the call of God. There are two options, being involved in
uncl eanness or being in sanctification. Godods
are called by Godhen we do not have an option, for our behavior and attitude will reveal the
genuineness of our calling. Again this sanctification is to be practical, although resulting from
having been first sanctified by God (1 Corinthians 1:2; 2 Thessalonians 2:1i&r 1L ¢

Paul developed this same line of thought in 1 Corinthiand :&nd 6:150, concluding with the
idea that we should glorify God in your body

Verse 8

¢He therefore that despiseth, despiseth not man, butv@wa hath also given unto us his holy
Spirit.

He therefore that despi set hlf yoddespige @ ddtehthen ot r
Commandments that Paul just wrote about, then you despise God and HIS Holy Spirit!

Therefore he who rejects this does nokject man, but God Thethird reason for sexual purity
is because to reject Godds call to sexual pur
petty ways many rationalize sexual immorality, we s#iject God when we sin in this way.

P a u ltrang command here did not seem to come because the Thessalonians were deep in sin.
No specific sin is mentioned; it seems that this was meametentsin rather than teebukesin,

in light of the prevailing low standards in their society and becalueseductive strength of

sexual immorality.

Who has also given us His Holy SpiritThis is thefourth of four reasons for sexual purity given
in this passage. We have been given the Holy Spirit,emmmpowershe willing, trusting Christian

to overcome axual sin. By HS Spirit, God has given us the resources for victory; we are
responsible to use those resources.
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Past or Ndtasrokl dlessalonians:
Living In The Presenti With A Future Tense!
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1ThessaloniansChapter Four Outline: Walking with God and Holy LivingSanctification,
Verses 18. We should live a life of increasing lovéerses 910. Work, Verse 11We should live
a life that is an exampl&erse 12Concerning Christians who have diead TheRapture Verses
13-18.

We slould live a life of increasing love, Verses-20:
Verse 9

°But as touching brotheriPhiladelphia)love ye need not that | write unto you: for ye yourselves
are taught of God t6 a g a jowe @ne another.

These principles are so basic that Paul knew tene obvious to the Thessalonian Christians.
The Thessalonians were taught by God about the importance of love, yet we must all be reminded.

Verse 10

wAnd indeed ye do it toward all the brethren which are in all Macedonia: but we beseech you,
brethrenthat ye increase more and more;

| t wasnot t hat the Thessal onians were without
known, but they had tmcreasemore and more in their love.

Love
The Greek N.T. uses threminwords for love.

(1) The Greek wrd most frequently translated loveA&APAQ, referring particularly to a giving,
sacrificial |l ove, as Godbdés | ove for man (John
and finding oneds joy in anythingo. This is t
(Mat. 22:37), towarather Christians (John 13:34), and toward all men (Gal. 5:14).

(2) The Greek word HELO , referring particularly to the will and desire, is translated love in
Mark 12:38.

(3) Another common word for love BHILEOQO, referring more to an affection and friestdp. It

is translated fAkisso in Mat. 26: 48; Mar k 14: 4
love for Lazarus (John11:3) and John (John 2@Rileois from the same Greek root as the word
transl ated nfr i-¥nAgapadamdoevef ghiteb i usdédsof [bve toward our

enemies (Mat. 5:44). In John 21:13 the Lord Jesus uses ba@fapaoand phileo when He
inqguires about Peterods | ove for addapagd. tThrhceeu fme3d
(vv. 1516), and Peter reple s , phileq! otvhee e[. 06 The third time Chr
replies withphileo(v. 17).
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John 21:1517

1530 when they had dined, Jesus saith to Simon Peter, Simon, son oldasifagapad thou
me more than these? He saith unto him, Yea, Lord; thou knowekldthathee[philed. He saith
unto him, Feed my lambs.

18He saith to him again the second time, Simon, son of Jmvast[agapad thou me? He saith
unto him, Yea, Lord; thou lawest that love thee[philed. He saith unto him, Feed my sheep.

1"He saith unto him the third time, Simon, son of Jolw&st[philedthou me? Peter was grieved
because he said unto him the third tirheyest [philedthou me? And he said unto him, ridy
thou knowest all things; thou knowest thdbve thee[philed. Jesus saith unto him, Feed my
sheep.

PHILEO is combined with other words to describe various kinds of love:

Philadelphiarefers to brotherly love (Romans 12:10; 1 Thes. 4:9; Hebd8ak, 1 Peter 1:22;
3:8).

Philoteknogefers to love of children (Titus 2:4).

Philandrosrefers to love of husband (Titus 2:4).

Titus 2:4

“That they may teach the young women to be sobémyétheir husbands, timve their children,
Philanthropiarefersto love of mankind (Titus 3:4).

Philotheosrefers to love of God (2 Timothy 3:4).

Philagathosrefers to love of good (Titus 1:8).

Philoxenogefers to love of hospitality (Titus 1:8).

Philautosrefers to love of self (2 Timothy 3:2).

Philedonogefers b love of pleasure (2 Timothy 3:4).

(3) The Greek wor@HELGQ, referring particularly to the will and desire, is translated love in Mark
12:38.

SEVEN BIBLE FACTS ABOUT LOVE

(1) Love is Godbés nature (1 John 4:8, 16) .
1 John 4:8

8He that lovetmot knoweth not Gador God is love

(2) Godly love is giving, sacrificial love (John 3:16; 1 John 4:9; 31p

(3) Love is the greatest thing (1 Cor. 13:13).

1 Corinthians 13:13

13And now abideth faith, hopeharity, these three; but the greateftreese ischarity .
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(4) Love is an evidence of being Christodos dis
(5) Love is the fruit of the Holy Spirit (Gal. 5:22).

Galatians 5:22

22But the fruit of the Spirit ifove, joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, faith,

(6) Love is the first thing the Apostle mentioned concerning Christian living (Epit)4:1

(7) True Christian love cannot be separated from truth and holiness and obedience (Philip. 1:9; 1
John 5:3; 2 John 1; 3 Johr)L

Work, Verse 11:
Verse 11

1 And thatye study to be quiet, and to do your own business, and to work with your own hands,
as we commanded you;

And that vye st Uhisyefetsdo omeevhogdoes aat gresent social problems or
generate conflict among those people in his life, but wisosérests easy even in the midst of
difficulty .

1 Peter 3:4
+But let it be the hidden man of the heart, in that which is not corrupgids the ornament of
a meek and quiet spirit which is in the sight of God of great price.

Thequiet life contradicts the hugely successful modern attraction to entertainment and
excitement. This addiction to entertainment and excitement is damaging both spiritually and
culturally. We might say that excitement and entertainment are like a religion for maplg pe
today.

- This religion has a god: The self.

- This religion has priests: Celebrities.

- This religion has a prophet: Perpetual entertainment.

- This religion has scriptures: Tabloids and entertainment, news, and informational programs.

- This religionhas places of worship: Amusement parks, theaters, concert halls, sports arenas; and
we could say that every television and internet connection is a little chapel.

The religion of excitement and entertainment seduces people into living their lives fommyie

the thrill of the moment. But these thrills are quickly over and forgotten, and all that is important

is the next fun thing. This religion conditio
never wants us to ask more importantquestn s s uch as, Als it true?o
it godly?0o0

We need to live thquiet life so that we can really take the time and give the attention to listen to
God. When we live thquiet life, we can listen to God and get to know Him better
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and to do you rThiomeans that the Ghrisas @ust focus on his or her own life
and matters, instead of meddl i ng i nheBibhcal | i ves
idea.

4 M - 5E

P asrs

and to wor k wit hWenwstrecognge thdignitynaddshénor ofvork. Work

is Gododés plan for the progress of society and
things to always come easily, or regard Godoés

Manual labor was despised by ancient Greek culture. They thought that the better a man was, the
less he should work. In contrast, God gave @agenter King, fisherman apostles, and-tent
making missionaries.

God has a job for each of us to do. It is thet same job as someone else. It is unique in the fact
that you are the only one called to do that specific job. Find out what the will of God is for your
life and get busy doing it.

as we commahhdied iydbearti fi es Paul & dnwdr lc oentmainad h
if he wasndét a worker himself.

Verse 12
12That ye may walk honestly toward them that are without, and that ye may have lack of nothing.

When we combine the love of our brothers with work, we walk properly. People who are not yet
Christians (them that are without) will see our example and be influenced to become followers of
Jesus.

and that ye may hRauleomblaias the tbolightrh®tedamn im IgTéessalonians
3:10 (that we might see your face, and might perfect thathnis lacking in your faith?). If they
followed his teaching and example, they would lack nothing and come to the place of genuine
Christian maturity.

The only contact that some people have with God is, the God they see operating in your life. You
are diving witness by the way you conduct your life. If you live Chtiké before them, they see
Christ in your walk. If you walk the worldly life, you lead them to destruction.
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1ThessaloniansChapter Four Outline: Walking with God and Holy LivingSanctification,
Verses 18. We should live a life of increasing lovgerses 910. Work, Verse 11We should live
a life that is an exampl&erse 12Concerning Christians who have diaad TheRapture Verses
13-18.

Concerning Christians who have diedl8and The L
Versel3

13But | would not have you to be ignorant, brethren, concerning them which are asleep, that ye
sorrow not, even as others which have no hope.

But I woul d not have y o lourttimeshnehis letters,o0Pauh asked b r e
Christians taot beignorant about something:

L Dondét be ignorant Ranmapsi:2bGodds pl an for 1 sra
L Dondét be ignor dforintdamol@t spiritual gifts (

L Dondt A&beutsuftemng and tnials in the Christian lil2Qorinthians 1:8

L Dondét be ignorant about t hdThessgonians4€)l3and t he
Remarkably, these are areas where ignorance is still common in the Christian world.

concerning them Sleepictie familiae Neaw $dstaneept éuphemism for death
which describes the appearance of the deceased. It describes the dead body, not the soul

This beloved metaphor was frequently used by our Lord himself, as in the instances of Jairus'
daughter (Mark:39) and of Lazarus (John 11:11), and quickly adopted wherever Christianity was
known. The very word "cemetery," "Koimeterigns derived from the word used hefiegimao),

and means "a place of sleep.’

Mark 5:39
% And when he was come in, he saith unto them, Why make ye this ado, and weep? the damsel is
not dead, busleepeth

John 11:11
1These things said he: and after that he saith unto them, Our friend Lazarus sleepeth; but | go, that
| may awake him out cfleep

Sleep isalsoused of Stephen who was stoned to death (Act9.7:60

Though Paul, referred to death as sleep, it does not prove the erroneous idea of soul sleep, that the
present dead in Christ are in a state of suspended animation, waitingrésureection to
consciousness.


https://www.blueletterbible.org/kjv/romans/11/25/s_1057025
https://www.blueletterbible.org/kjv/1corinthians/12/1/s_1074001
https://www.blueletterbible.org/kjv/2corinthians/1/8/s_1079008
https://www.blueletterbible.org/kjv/1thessalonians/4/13/s_1115013
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Philippians 1:23
2For | am in a strait betwixt two, having a desire to depart, and to be with Christ; which is far
better:

2 Corinthians 5:8
8\We are confident, | say, and willing rather to be absent from the body, begtesent with the
Lord.

The picture of death as sleep is constant in the New Testament and was here intended to stress that
death was not the end, it wast a final annihilation

In the few weeks Paul was with the Thessalonians, he emphasized thetsoorof Jesus, and

the Thessalonians believed it earnestly. Yet after Paul left, they wondered about those Christians
who died before Jesus came back. They were troubled by the idea that these Christians might miss
out on that great future eventandthah ey mi ght mi ss the victory an

Those who sl eep are identi fi eSbme(inignoraneerhace 16) ,
concluded that those who die miss the Lordos
sucha glorious event.

concerning them which are asleep, that ye sor
The belief held generally by the Greeks was that there was no resurrection, théhaldeatpe)

was the end of all thingRaulwants them not to sorrow at all over the dead; sorrow is only fit for

the lostwho have no hope.

Sleepwas a common way to express death in the ancient world, but among pagans, it was almost
always seen as aternalsleep.

Ancient writings are full of thi s pessimism regarding death:
L AOf a man once dead there is no resurrectio
L

5t

Hopes are among the |iving, the dead are w

L ASuns may set and rise again but wendesshen o1
night. o (Catull us)

Verse 14

u“For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so them also which sleep in Jesus will God
bring with him.

For i f we beli eve t hatOnddtheugseatast ppmiseamade totloosee a g
who beliew is, that the death of the body is not eternal death gbthieBecause Jesus arose from
the grave, all believers in Christ will arise with Him to new iiiféHdim.

This was the confident belief of the Apostle Paul and the early Christians. Weeralinly live,
because Jesus lives and our union with Him is stronger than death. This is why we do not sorrow
as those who have no hope and why we have more than a wishful hope.

When a sinner dies, we mourn for them. When a believer dies, we only nwousar§elves,
because they are no longer with us, lietause they are with the Lord.
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even so them also which s ee pesuswilblirgshefaithfwi | | G
departed with Him when He comes back. Their death does not mean thatltineigsviheir share

in theDeath, therefore, dsnot annihilate them. It is their rest, undisturbed rest. They have retired

from this troublesome world, and thereby put an end to thleorsand sorrows. Being still in

union with Jesus, they sleep in tisns, and are under His special care and protection. Their souls

are in His presence, and their dust is guarded by His omnipotence; so that they cannot be lost; nor
are they losers, but infinite gainers by death; and their removal out of this world & lnetter,

even a heavenly one.

For the Thessalonian Christians, their troubled minds were andveithe@ resurrection of Jesus
we have an amazing example of it and a promise of our own.

Verse 15

5 For this we say unto you by the word of the Ldhdéit we which are alive and remain unto the
coming of the Lord shall not prevent them which are asleep.

This flatly answered the question that was troubling the Thessalorfans. assures the
Thessalonians that those who have died in Christ will not be disadvantaged as against those who
will be alive at His comingas a matter of fact, having already undergone the necessary change
that must come to all, they are a step ne&erésurrection and shall therefore "rise first" as Paul
would say a moment later. Here it is presented negatively. The living shall not precede the dead
saints in receiving the glory the Lord has prepared for tlaechdescribes what will happen when
Christ comes for His own.

Verse 16

s For the Lord himself shall descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel,
and with the trump of God: and the dead in Christ shall rise first:

When Jesus comes, He will come personally. The Lord Himnasklflescend, and come with a
shout. The ancient Greek word for shout here is the same word used for the commands that a ship
captain makes to his rowers, or a commander speaking to his soldiers.

Shout , Vo i c A&pparertly, there @ill be some audibkgnal that prompts this
remarkable event. It may be that all three descriptions (shout, voice, and trumpet) refer to the same
sound; or there may be three distinct sounds.

with the voice Thfi st ldeo esmodh a mgeealné t h aahgeltThee Lor d
only one described as an archangel in the Bible is Michael (Jude 1:9). Paul means that when Jesus
comes, He will come in the company of prominent angels.

and the dead in ChRPaulsds sp@ilnt rtic et He fobdeals sal on
in Christ will not be left out of either the resurrection or the return of Jesus. In fact, they will
experience it first.

1 Corinthians 15:51-54
stBehold, | shew you a mystery; We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed,

52]n a momentjn the twinkling of an eye, at the last trump: for the trumpet shall sound, and the
dead shall be raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed.
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s3For this corruptible must put on incorruption, and this mortal must put on immortality.

S0 when this couptible shall have put on incorruption, and this mortal shall have put on
immortality, then shall be brought to pass the saying that is written, Death is swallowed up in
victory.

We are confident that the dead in Christ are not in some kind of soubsisegpended animation.

Paul made it clear that to be absent from the body means to be present with the Lord. (2 Corinthians
5:8) The present dead in Christ are with the Lord in a spiritual body, awaiting their final
resurrection body

However Godwillda t , we are confident that His promi sc¢
to the four winds of heaven, yet, at the call of the Lord God, they shall come together again, bone

to his bone... We doubt not that God will guard the dust of the preciousasdrdaughters of

Zion. 0 (Spurgeon)

THINGS HARD TO UNDERSTAND ... The best way to understand it: Those that are alive get
Raptured in their old corrupt bodies and are given new bodies in Heaven and those Christians
whose Souls are already in Heaven will eenited with their old bodiggnd the dead in Christ

shall rise first) and be given new bodies in Heaven, this is the cause and effect of The
Resurrection.

Philippians 3:20-21
20 For our conversation is in heaven; from whence also we look fad8ak®ur, the Lord Jesus
Christ;

21\Who shall change our vile body, that it may be fashioned like unto his glorious body, according
to the working whereby he is able even to subdue all things unto himself.

Question: "What is the difference between the Rapture and the Second Coming?"

Answer: The rapture and the second coming of Christ are often confused. Sometimes it is difficult
to determine whether a scripture verse is referring to the rapture or the second etowieger,
in studying endimes Bible prophecy, it is very important to differentiate between the two.

The Rapture is when Jesus Christ returns to remove the church (all believers in Christ) from the
earth. The rapture is described in 1 ThessaloniansX @ Ehd 1 Corinthians 15:594. Believers

who have died will have their bodies resurrected and, along with believers who are still living, will
meet the Lord in the air. This will all occur in a moment, in a twinkling of an eye. The second
coming is when Jess returns to defeat the Antichrist, destroy evil, and establish His millennial
kingdom. The second coming is described in Revelation 18311

The important differences between Rapture andecondComing are as follows:

1) At theRapture, believers methe Lord in the air (1 Thessalonians 4:17). AtSheondComing,
believers return with the Lord to the earth (Revelation 19:14).

2) TheSecondComing occurs after the great and terrible tribulation (Revelation chapt&®s. 6
TheRapture occurs beforée tribulation (1 Thessalonians 5:9; Revelation 3:10).
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3) TheRapture is the removal of believers from the earth as an act of deliverance (1 Thessalonians
4:1317, 5:9). TheSecondComing includes the removal of unbelievers as an act of judgment
(Matthew 2:40-41).

4) TheRapture will be secret and instant (1 Corinthians 1580 TheSecondComing will be
visible to all (Revelation 1:7; Matthew 24:39).

5) TheSecondComing of Christ will not occur until after certain other dimdes events take place
(2 Thessalonians 2:4; Matthew 24:38; Revelation chapter$ 63). TheRapture is imminent; it
could take place at any moment (Titus 2:13; 1 Thessaloniansl8;13Corinthians 15:564).

Verse 17

7 Then we which are alive and remain shall be caughbggther with them in the clouds, to meet
the Lord in the air: and so shall we ever be with the Lord.

Notice also that the living will be caught up together with the resurrected dead, and will with them
meet the Lord &éi n t he orceéwadactive (Bphesians B:2).Bet helisna wh i
defeated foe, and he cannot stand before the Lord of glory.

Verse 18
18\Wherefore comfort one another with these words.

Paul did not tell them to take comfort, but to give comfbhiese are comforting words because
God is true and faithful!

The first comfort is found in that they need no longer fear at the thought of those who die in Christ
missing out. They will share all the glory of His coming. The second, of course, is thebat
words are a comfort and a strengthener to all Christians, especially when the going gets tough.
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1ThessaloniansChapter Five Outline: An admonition to be readyfdrhe Lor dds Re't

Verses 111. Paul's instructions to the elders at Thessalonfemses 12 2 . Renaldsions
containing the apostolic signature and characteristic gre&targes 238.

The Apostle closehis Epistle in this Chapter. He describes the striking Difference of the Lord's
coming, as he will appear to his church, and to the Ungodly. He again exhorts the Church to be
comforted: and closghe Epistle with his Apostolic Blessing.

1 Thessalonians 5

An admonition to be ready -flor The Lorddés Retu
Verse 1

1 But of the times and the seasons, brethren, ye have no need that | write unto you.

The Thessalonians were well taught about the return of Jesus and other prophetic matters. Paul
taught them about the times and the seasons regarding the return of Jesus. They had an idea of the
prophetic times they lived in, and they could discern the seasons of the present culture.

Paul then thundered the warning that when the Second Advent doesvast numbers of earth's
population shall be totally unprepared for it, and that even Christians should exercise the utmost
diligence to be prepared for Jesus' coming.

Verse2
2For yourselves know perfectly that the day of the Lord so cometh ag mttiie night.

For your sel ves Pauhhereymaarg thdt becandl Sjaé and Timothy had fully and
carefully instructed them on these things

The Thessalonians knew, and had been taught,
That daywould remain unknown, and come as a surprise, as a thief in the night. A thief does not
announce the exact time of his arrival.

t hat the dayThoed itdheea Lboehdiénd t he phrase the da
time. Man has LordhmsHisdlayy , 0 and t he

ltisJesusVNho i s 6t he Lor doé 6dlhle tdharyo uhdshspetiaerefdreoeetdtbe r ,
to Him as the one appointed to judge the world (John 5:22; John 5:27). This is confirmed in that it
can also be calded) &g hsed diary bfCdrmhientLloi ans 5: 5
from the judgment, and 2 Corinthians 1:14 where it refers to Christian rejoicing at that day.
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Joel 2:31

31 The sun shall be turned into darkness, and the moon into blood, before the gtegitdadiay
of theLORD come.

that the day of the Lord s$uddentyramdtathan anexpeatedt hi e f
ti me. It is Goddés will that men should | ive i

This phrase it used to refer to the rapture of the ahur . It i's used of Ch
Judgment on the Day of the Lord at the end of thedar tribulation, which is distinct from the

rapture of the church. And it is used of the judgment which concludes the Millennium (2 Peter
3:10).

Verse 3

3For whenthey shall say, Peace and safety; then sudden destruction cometh upon them, as travalil
upon a woman with child; and they shall not escape.

The unexpected nature of that day will be a tragedy for the unbeliever. They will be lulled to sleep
by political andeconomic conditions, but they will be rudely awakened. They will hear the
frightening verdictin t hey shall not escape. 0

At the precise moment when humanity feels most secure in their rebellious and sinful course
against God, and at a time when all of dewices of government and society may have produced
the environment in which man may fancy that the peace, prosperity and safety of the whole world
have been securedrecisely then shall the Lord descend from heaven with a mighty shout, the
voice of thearchangel and the trump of God!
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as travail upon a woman wi t hWedee ih ithe conaparidont hey
here of the woman having a child, the suddenness of the birth pains. Suddenly, unawares to her,
the pains of birth begin. The world@gace has no idea that sudden destruction is upon them. The

rain in the days of Noah came suddenly. It had never rained on the earth before. It was a surprise
to the unbelieving world, but not to Noah.

Verse 4
4But ye, brethren, are not in darkness, that day should overtake you as a thief.

Darkness is used here apposingto light, and very similarly to the writings of John; these
passages refer not to literal darkness and light, but to the state of rebellion against God (darkness)
and to the statef@bedience (light).

Verse 5
5Ye are all the children of light, and the children of the day: we are not of the night, nor of darkness.

God has made uke children of light, and the children of the day The time when we were of
the night or of the darkngss in the past. So now we simply have to live up to what God has made
us.

The coming of Jesus will be a surprise for everybody, because no one knows the day or the hour
(Matthew 24:36). But for Christians who know the times and the seasons, it will not be a complete
surprise. No one knows the exact hour a thief will come, bued@ in a general preparation
against thieves. Those who are not in darkness, who libe @hildren of light, and the children

of the day, these are ready for the return of Jesus.

Verse 6
6 Therefore let us not sleep, as do others; but let us watcheasober.

Because we do not belong to the night nor of darkness (1 Thessalonians 5:5), our spiritual condition
should never be marked by sleep. Spiritually speaking, we need to be active and awateh to
and be sober.

Sleepspeaks of so much thiag¢longs to the world (thetherg, but should not belong to Christians:
- Sleep speaks agnorance& Sleep speaks afisensibilityé
- Sleep speaks ofo defensé Sleep speaks ahactivityé

And be sober-The wor d (feénglphsddd i soberielMessal@idns 5:6,
Thessalonians 5:8; Peter 1:131 Peter 5:8; and watch thTimothy 4.5, and. Peter 4:7. It does

not elsewhere occur in the New Testament. It properly means, to be temperate or abstinent,
especially in respect to wine. &pé1 Jewish Warslt is used in a more general sense, as meaning

to be sobeminded, watchful, circumspect.

Verse 7
"For they that sleep sleep in the night; and they that be drunken are drunken in the night.

In this passage there is an allusion to the fact that persons not only sleep in the night, but that they
are frequently drunken in the night also. The idea is, that the Lord Jesus, when he comes, will find
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the wicked sunk not only in carnal security, butsinful indulgences, and that those who are
Christians ought not only to be awake and to watch as in thérdaybut to be temperate. They

ought to be like persons engaged in the sober, honest, and appropriate employments of the day,
and not like thoserho waste their days in sleep, and their nights in revelry.

A man who expects soon to see the Son of God coming to judgment, ought to be a sober man. No
one would wish to be Raptured see Jesus at His Second Confingom a Bar é

The opposite of spiritual achfulness is spiritual sleep. The opposite of spiritual sobriety is to be
spiritually drunk. As Christians we are of the day, and so we must watch and be sober.

Verse 8

8But let us, who are of the day, be sober, putting on the breastplate of faithvandnd for an
helmet, the hope of salvation.

Paul wused the iIimages of a soldierds armor to I
example of someone who must watch and be sober, and he is equipped to do that with his armor.

The switch toarmour indicats the idea of a soldier armored and on watch, in contrast with his
mates who are off duty and drunk or asleep.

Faith and loveare represented by the breastplate because the breastplate covers the vital organs.
No solider would ever go to tike without his breastplate, and no Christian is equipped to live the
Christian life without faith and love.

The hope of salvations representeds a helmet because thkelmet protects the head, which is
just as essential as thesastplate Hopei s misgd in the sense of wishful thinking, but in the
sense of a confident expectation of Godés han

Salvation is an overall process. It commences when we first believe in Christ and have been
06savedd (Ephesi ans 2: 8hp worktofithe Holyi Spirit antl leelievewadd e x p e
are accounted righteous before God through the sacrifice of the cross. It goes on as the Holy Spirit
continues His work within us, changing us from one degree of glory to another (2 Corinthians
3:18),asweconthnue to grow in faith and are O0being s
and more like Him. And it reaches its final accomplishment when we are presented before God

holy and without blemish (Colossians 1:22; Ephesians 5:27), made like Him (1 de)n 3:

Verse 9
9For God hath not appointed us to wrath, but to obtain salvation by our Lord Jesus Christ,
In this verse we have the comparison of two destinations, wrath or salvation.

Before we had the hope of salvation (1 Thessalonians 5:8), we had an appointment to wrath. We
no longer have an appointment to wrdtht to obtain salvationby our Lord Jesus Christ.

Wrath : It is important to understand that Paul meansattagh of God We are saved from the

world, the flesh, and the devil. But first and foremost, we are rescued fronratieof God,

thewrath thatwe deserve Paul 6 s whol e context hewraghof s t he
God.
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Our appointmento wrath was appointeth two ways. First, because of what Adam did to us and
the whole human race, we are appoiritedrrath (Romans 5:14.9). Second, because of our own
sin, we are appointed to wrattWhen Jesus died on the cross, He stood in our place in our
appointmento wrath, and reschedules us with an appointnmemtbtain salvation As believers,
when we think we are appointealwrath, we show up for an appointment that was cancelled by
Jesus.

One of the things that gave salvation so full a meaning to New Testament Christians was that they
were sure of the wrath of God and knew that Christ had rescued them from a terrible fate.

Verse 10
10Who died for us, that, whether we wake or sleepshaild live together with him.

Jesus died in our place. Not simply that Jesus died for us in the sense as a favor for us; but that He
died as a substitute for us.

Having stated the fact of salvation Paul now declares the basis. It is because our Ldtthdsisus

died for us that salvation is possibléhe very fact of his mentioning the death of Christ here
demonstrates that he knew of no other way by which a man could be savéahd the result of

that death is that when we believe in Him we are put inposation where it does not matter

whet her we 6fall asleep in Christd or are four
to live together with Him, we begin to experience His life as thegiier (John 5:21; John 5:25;

John 5:29).

While Paul no doubt knew that some Christians were not as watchful as they should be, it was not
something he would mildly have accepted. The question is, can a person be a Christian and not at
all watchful? The answeér

Verse 11
I'wherefore comfort yourselvesgether, and edify one another, even as also ye do.

Paul again tells us not to take comfort, but to give comfort. If all Christians have a heart to comfort
each other, then all will be comforted.

Anlt is clear that in the primitive churches th
or even the more gifted brethren among them; it was a work in which every believer might have a
s h a PaulHiebert

]

N

2



https://www.blueletterbible.org/kjv/romans/5/14-19/s_1051014

67

Past or Ndtasrokl dhessalonians:
Living In The Presenti With A Future Tense!

¢

[ ;
Res...! |

1ThessaloniansChapter Five Outline: An admonition to be readyfdrhe Lor dds Re't
Verses 111. Paul's instructions to the elders at Thessalonieases 12 2 . Ranaldsions
containingthe apostolic signature and characteristic greglfiegses 238.

The Apostle closehis Epistle in this Chapter. He describes the striking Difference of the Lord's
coming, as he will appear to his church, and to the Ungodly. He again exhorts the Church to be
comforted: and closghe Epistle with his Apostolic Blessing.

1 Thessalonians 5
Paul's instructions to the elders at Thessalonica, Verses-22:
Verse 12

12 And we beseech you, brethren, to know them which labour among you, and are over you in the
Lord, and admonish you;

And we beseech you, brethren, to know theén Christians are tknow their leaders, and leaders
are described in three ways

1. Them which labour among yoé Leaders are recognized not by their title but by theivice
A title is fine; but only if the title is true and if the title describes what that person redléfare
God and man.

2.And are overyouinthelLordée Leader s ar e r eavarog nti hzee dc oansg rbeegi ant
the sense of ruling and providing headship, as a shephardrithe sheep. This describes a clear
and legitimate order of authority.

3. And admonish yole Leaders are recognized as those watimonishthe congregation.
Toadmonishmeans @Ato cauti on or HenyMarrie paysoiviles wgré,nt | vy ;
AWhile its tonebri ot berltyhed | vy, it is big

AThe Gr eek ¢ o marticiplesaritedander ong article, thasandicating that they are
not three distinct groups but one-Edneml of mi
Hiebert

Verse 13
13 And to esteem them very highly in love for their work's sake. And peaate among yourselves.

This means that the congregation, who has chosen to follow a certain pastor, should have respect
for the office of pastor. The work the pastor of the church does is to benefit the congregation. You
should love and respect them fhetwork they do for God.
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True and faithfulPastorsof the church are the most honored men in the New Testament, aside
from the holy apostles and prophets themselves. It is not for themselves alone, personally, that this
honor and esteem are intended, &1t mark of respect and appreciation for their work, which is

the most important on earth.

AChristian ministers, who preach the whole tr
to more than respect; the apostle commands them to be esteatmadjantly, and
superabundant !l y; andi AdamClarkei s t o be done in | o

Paul alsowrote in:

1 Timothy 5:17

7 Let the elders that rule well be counted worthy of double honour, especially they who labour in

the word and doctrine.

Letthe eldersthatr ul e wel | be count ed Ihaoeldeh(dPastorfdoes o ubl e
rule well and does labor in word and doctrine (clearly speaking of hard work), that one is worthy

of double honor.

In this context, double honor means financial support. Paul reelglstated that certain widows
are worthy of honor (1 Timothy 5:1), speaking of financial support.

Five Things To Know About A Pastoroés Sal ary:

I n many churches, the pastorés sal ar yththe a qu
pastor and the members when the topic is broached. Such discomfort is unfortunate, however,
because a number of churches will not seek every year to make certain the pastor is paid fairly.

A couple of prefatory comments are in order. First, wkrallv of the extreme examples of pastors

living lavishly or mismanaging money. Those stories, though true, represent a small minority.
Most pastors are not overpaid. And most pastors manage their limited finances well. Second, | am
aware that many peoplesannemployed and that anyone who has a job should be grateful. That is
still not a good reason to pay a pastor unfairly. As a final note, this brief article is relevant to all
paid church staff, though my focus is here on the pdstany 25 years of comsting and working

with churches, | have discovered five common issues that are not always known by most church
members. And lack of awareness of any one of these issues can have a detrimental impact on fair
compensation for the pastor.

1. A pay or comperation package is not the same as a salary. | cringe when | hear churches state

a package to be the pay for the pastor. The package includes benefits such as health insurance and
expense reimbursements such as business use of the automobile. No woskeuiaracompany

adds their benefits and expenses and calls it their pay. Anything other than the cash payment
(before taxes) the pastor receives should be reported in a totally separate category.

2. There are many resources to find out what the fair cosgtiem for a pastor should be. Many
denominations provide their own compensation studies. But you can do an Internet search for
Apastor payo and see a plethora of resources
seek to estimate what the meacome is for families in the church, and use that as a basis for
compensation for the pastor. Churches that do not do their homework on pastoral compensation
tend to underpay their pastors.
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3. Many pastors request no raises but would still appreciatee . Some pastors sim
to deal with a critic who might question any raise given to a pastor. Others feel extremely
uncomfortable talking about money in general,

conversati on. stStlhermeble thimng to Ko. But Mhost pgstars, in reality, would
appreciate a fair raise to keep up with growi
word.

4. Many pastors are under extreme stress because they do not have adequate incontlegio meet
financial obligations. Like anyone else who is under heavy financial burdens, a pastor can find his
thoughts consumed with worry. Because he is so distracted, he naturally is less effective in his
ministry. Both he and his family feel the pressure.

5. Some pastors leave their churches because of pay issues. You will not likely hear a pastor
announce in his resignation that he is leaving because of financial pressures. The reality is that, for

a number of pastors, the issue of compensation is a magbrfppom one church to another, or

from the church to a secular vocation. 't 6s n
the compensation for his vocation is insuffic

It is unfortunate that the few indulggpaistors who live lavish lifestyles get most of the attention.
The reality is that most of the some 400,000 pastors in America are not overpaid; indeed many are
underpaid. Those are the pastors who need our attention.

Yoo hoo, Pastor,
it's your doctor.
The test reports

are back - he says

yau've got to slow down.

You can't keep working

Look, our pastor’s getting $300 a Anyway, Pastor, my no-good
month. He only preaches a few hours son is in jall again and
a week — I'm against any cost of living | ' "';’giﬁ%"; YO .

increase. Anyway, pastors aren’t P y

supposed to make big money!

g 18 hours a day!
R }1//' S But his family is

) in rags — and
& that’s their only

income!
N 1o paint the
Me too - Sunday school
our pastor rooms today.
is no good . Oh, well - I'll
— just listen < get to it tonight
~ Y after services!
(I wish | could

Back up your pastor He despefately needs nt'

especially they who labourinthewo d a n d d Gad places tresnéndous importance upon
preaching and teaching the gospel. Elders are to be apt to teach and are to be able to ground the
members in the faith and oppose those who teach error (Acts-20; 28brews 13:7; Hebrews

13:17; Titws 1:9

Continuing, Verse 13:And be at peace ahsonaysuggestuhatshere vad s é
been some dissension. So Paul asks both to consider their ways, the brothers to accept lovingly
their overseers because of the work they did, and alltoepseirea c e b et ween t hemsel
highl yo. This is very strong in the Greek. T
representatives, and to accord them Christian love, the love that is due to all the brothers and
sisters. 0 Be both siges. Alt axedto amkhalvledgs anyg fault and restore peace
among themselves
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Romans 14:19
10| et us therefore follow after the things which make for peace, and things wherewith one may
edify another.

Verse 14

“Now we exhort you, brethren, warn thémat are unruly, comfort the feebleminded, support the
weak, be patient toward all men.

Now we exhort Voexhortishortel sdmeoaenvéhat they must do, but without
sharpness or a critical spirit. It is not rebuke or condemnation, but nsiitherarely a suggestion
or advice. It is urgent and serious, but associated with comfort.

Theunruly are those who amut of order using a military word that describes the soldier who
breaks ranks or marches out of step. This is thensldfd person wo simply demands to hold
his own opinion or preference. These must be warned.

comf ort t he fTeoselof lilenheant.d@edidicihs often cause some to lose heart and
wish to drop out, be quitters. These must be held in line.

support t Reeplewhoaakeéweak in faith, weak in their commitment, weak in their
attendance, weak in their duty of giving, weak in all departmehisse are the constant concern
of elders, and should be the concern of all Christians.

be pati ent t oloagh differert dppraaehesénust be taken with different people,
Christians must be patient with all. This is because true Christianity is shown by its ability to love
and help difficult peopl®&y showing patience towards them

Verse 15

15See that none reedevil for evil unto any man; but ever follow that which is good, both among
yourselves, and to all men.

The Christian never should seek revenge or vengeanee let God take up
our side. Instead, we must always pursue what is good both for youraetVésr all. When we
have a forgiving heart towards others, not only is it good for them, it is good for ourselves.

Romans 12:17
17Recompense to no man evil for evil. Provide things honest in the sight of all men.

Verses 1618:

We have a threefolahjunction. Rejoicing, praying and giving of thanks which are to be continual
and total. This is to be the spirit of the church. A satisfactory attitude of heart towards God in
wor ship, prayer and gratitude i s o@dawas inwi | |
strength.

Verse 16

6 Rejoiceevermore.

Philippians 4:4
+Rejoice in the Lord always: and again | say, Rejoice.

f
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Few things about the New Testament are more remarkable than this continual stres3loa joy.

Christian can rejoice alwayp ecause their joy isnodt based i
Circumstances change, but God doesnodt.
Verse 17

17Pray without ceasing.

This does not mean pray repetitiously or continuously without a break, but rather pray persistently,
and regularlyWe are tanaintain the good habit of frequent prayers.

Verse 18
18|n every thing give thanks: for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus concerning you.

AWhen joy and prayer ar e mar-rChadedSpurgeani r f i r st

Ephesians5:20
20 Giving thanks always for all things unto God and the Father in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ;

Thanks should be given to God in every circumstance of life

Thanklessness is a trait of unbelievers

Romans 1:21
21 Because that, when they knew God, they glorified him not as fi&itther were thankful; but
became vain in their imaginations, and their foolish heart was darkened.

for this is the wil!/ of God in Christ Jesus ¢

Godds wil | f thatthey besa repieingpeoplethiatgheir hearts be filled with joy,

joy that endures through pain, through the Holy SpBdlatians 5:221 Thessalonians 1x6They

are to rejoice in hope of the glory of Gdddmans 5:p, they are to rejoice in their tribulations

because of the fruit that it produces within théRorfans 5:8 they are to rejoice in persecution

and wheltmen speak il | against them for Christos
prophets and it will bring them great rewaMatthew 5:1112; Luke 6:23, they are to rejoice

because their names are written in Heavemké 10:20, they are to rejoice in the truthd (
Corinthians 13:5 they are to rejoice in costly servidehflippians 2:1718), they are to rejoice in

the Lord Philippians 3:1Philippians 3:3Philippians 4:41 Peter 1:3and in God through our

Lord Jesus Christ because they have received atoneRanafs 5:1) they are taejoice in their

sufferings for the service of ChrisCglossians 1:24 because they are par
sufferings L Peter 4:1Band in testingJames 1. they are to rejoice because they have been
begotten agaito a living hope-unt o a sal vation ready lPeter be r e
1:3-6). Notice how often persecution and tribulation is mentionedy Hre to be a cause of
rejoicing.

Goddés will for Hi s peopl eWdase totphayafdr thaséveng usbus a p
badly Matthew 5:44, weard o pray for the est alMathewl6:BlO)g of G
we are to pray for daily forgiveness and delivery from eMiaithew 6:1213), we are to pray that

the Lord will send forth labourers into the harvéda{thew 9:38, we are to pray when times of

testing approachMatthew 26:4}, we are to watch and pray in the light of the second coming

(Mark 13:33, we are to pray for the work of God and His ambassaBanséns 15:30Colossians
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4:3; 2 Thessalonians 3;1we are to pray foeach otherRomans 1:9Colossians 1.0 Indeed
prayerismentoned so often as the Christianbs vital
al | references. It is regularly mentioned in
his converts and the churches to whom he writes that he imgrayithem. He constantly exhorts

to prayer. It is assumed that it will accompany all we do. Praying without ceasing means that we
should carry God with us in everything we do. If we cannot take God with us we should not be
there.

Godds wi |l | efsthatthdy besa tharkfal pdoplePaul never ceased to give thanks (
Corinthians 1:4Ephesians l:l@&Ephesians 5:24 Thessalonians 1;2 Thessalonians 2:13
Thessalonians 1)3We are told that we must give thanks for everythiBghgsians 5:2Q
Thessalonians 5:)8abounding at all time<Cplossians 2:7Colossians 3:18Colossians 3:1)7
and that thanksgiving should accompany all our prayRtsligpians 4:6Colossians 4:21
Timothy 2:7).

What must we thank Him for? For all things:

(a) His sending Christ to die for us. (Lukel4).
(b) His quickening Spirit (2 Corinthians 9:15).
(c) His gospel (Matthew 11:25)
(d) His restraining grace (1 Corinthians 15:Ramans 7:25).
(e) His renewing and sanctifying grace.
(f) His comforts (Psalms 1473).
(9) His ordinances.
(a) Creation(Psalms 95:6Psalms 100:B).
(b) Preservation (Acts 17:28)
(c) Provision (Psalms 147:9, 1 Timothy 6:17).
(d) Health and strength (Psalms 18:32).
(e) Gifts and parts (1 Corinthians 14:18).
(f) Life and liberty.
(g) Protection.
Article: Her e 6 s H @hankfBl émipnovgs Your Health

Al't 1 s not happy people who are thankful; [
On Thanksgiving, people around the United States expressed gratitude for the bounty of their lives.
However, many may not realize that in doingtbey are also improving the quality of their health.
Moreover, they are increasing their life expectancies.
The scientific evidence is conclusive when it comes to mood, outlook, and health. Happy people
live 7-10 years longer than unhappy peopldditionally, optimistic people have a 77% lower risk
of heart disease than pessimistic people. But how can you become happier and more optimistic in
your world view?

THE HOW OF HAPPINESS

I n Sonj a L Yhe Bowf Hagpikesthesauthor teaches us how 50% of our propgnsi
for happiness is based on a genetic set point
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based on life circumstances (such as getting the promotion, finding The One, or achieving the
creative dream), and 40% ifmenceiwrnhtoe hehaviorn a | acti
That means we can be up to 40% happier in our lives without changing our circumstances one bit,
and one of the key intentional activities is the practice of gratitude.

Research shows that consistently grateful people are hamoier energetic, more hopeful, more

hel pful, more empathic, more spiritual, mor e
likely to be depressed, anxious, lonely, envious, neurotic, or sick.

THE EVIDENCE
In one study, one group of participamte r e asked to name five thing
day. Another group was asked to list five hassles. Those expressing gratitude were not only happier
and more optimistic, but they also reported fewer physical symptoms. They less frequently
struggkd with issues like headache, cough, nausea, or acne. Other gratitude studies have shown
that those with chronic illnesses demonstrate clinical improvement when practicing regular
gratitude.
Severelydepressed peopiestructed to list grateful thoughts on a website daily were found to be
significantly less depressed by the end of the study when compared to depressed people who
wer enodt as lgeatdudet And wexkpor ¢hat slepression is a significant risk factor for
disease.
HOW DOES GRATITUDE BOOST HAPPINESS?
According to Dr. Lyubomirsky, gratitude:
Promotes savoring of positive life experiences
Bolsters selworth and selesteem
Helps people que with stress and trauma
Encourages caring acts and moral behavior
Helps build social bondstrengthen existing relationsiipand nurture new relatiships
(and we know lonely people have twice the rate of heart disease as those with strong social
connections)

T Inhibits harmful comparisons

1 Diminishes or deters negative feelings such as anger, bitterness, and greed

1 Thwarts hedonistic adaptation (the dalilio adjust your set point to positive new

circumstances so that we dondt appreciate
our overall health or happiness)

HOW TO PRACTICE GRATITUDE
You dondt have to wait f ortoyduhteatk anghappingsgthat o e n
accompany gratitude.

=A =4 =4 =4 =4

Keep a gratitude journal.

Ponder& t hings youbre currently grateful for (i
them down. Data suggests that doing this once per week may be most akrrfidf you find

that doing it daily works best for you, go for it!

Cultivate An Attitude of Gratitude.


https://www.powerofpositivity.com/what-its-like-to-live-with-depression/
https://www.powerofpositivity.com/relationship-goals-healthy-relationship/
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Journaling may not be your cup of tea, so you might be better off just training yourself to think
grateful thoughts. Try noticing one ungratefubught you have each day and switching it around
to something you can be grateful for.

Vary Your Gratitude Practice.

Try journaling sometimes, thinking grateful
ti me, maki ng art fdiforphutshakehtad Wetend  get borgd eadilye so
the practice of gratitude works better when

Express Gratitude Directly To Others.
Call a friend, write a letter, share your grateful thoughts with family members,eak ¢p a

coll eague at work about what youdre grateful

WHAT ARE YOU THANKFUL FOR?
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