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ũŴƆƇƂƅ šŴƁžLƆ ŧƂƇŸƆ ƂƁ: 1 ũŸƇŸƅ 

 

Introduction/Biography/Life of Peter/Peter in The Bible: 

Peter first mentioned in The Bible: 

John 1:40-42 

 40 One of the two which heard John speak, and followed him, was Andrew, Simon Peter's brother. 
41 He first findeth his own brother Simon, and saith unto him, We have found the Messias, which 

is, being interpreted, the Christ. 
42 And he brought him to Jesus. And when Jesus beheld him, he said, Thou art Simon the son of 

Jona: thou shalt be called Cephas, which is by interpretation, A stone. 

Peter: A Man of many Names! Simon = Peter's original (first) name.  

Matthew 16:17  
17 And Jesus answered and said unto him, Blessed art thou, Simon Barjona: for flesh and blood 

hath not revealed it unto thee, but my Father which is in heaven. 

Barjona = Son of Jona. Cephas in the Syriac language = a stone. Peter is the Greek translation of 

Cephas. 

There are 607,434 people in the U.S. with the first name Peter! 87th most popular name!  

                                                                        

Simon Peter: Sort of a First and Last Name Combo, used interchangeably:  

Mark 3:16  
16 And Simon he surnamed Peter; 

John 21:17  
17 He saith unto him the third time, Simon, son of Jonas, lovest thou me? Peter was grieved 

because he said unto him the third time, Lovest thou me? And he said unto him, Lord, thou knowest 

all things; thou knowest that I love thee. Jesus saith unto him, Feed my sheep. 
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Peterôs Bio: 

Peter was from Bethsaida, on The Sea of Galilee. Bethsaida = Aramaic: ñHouse of Fishingò 

John 1:44  

44 Now Philip was of Bethsaida, the city of Andrew and Peter. 

Peter moved/lived in Capernaum also on The Sea of Galilee. 

Mark 1:21,29  
21 And they went into Capernaum; and straightway on the sabbath day he entered into the 

synagogue, and taught. 

29 And forthwith, when they were come out of the synagogue, they entered into the house of Simon 

and Andrew, with James and John. 

 

Peter was a Fisherman by Trade.  

Matthew 4:18-19  
18 And Jesus, walking by the sea of Galilee, saw two brethren, Simon called Peter, and Andrew 

his brother, casting a net into the sea: for they were fishers. 

The Apostle Peterôs Calling by Jesus: 

19 And he saith unto them, Follow me, and I will make you fishers of men. 

Peterôs Family: Brother = Andrew, Father = Jona 

Wife = Not mentioned by name, but we know Peter was married and had a Mother-in-law! 

Matthew 8:14  
14 And when Jesus was come into Peter's house, he saw his wife's mother laid, and sick of a fever. 

Peter in The Bible: 

Paulôs name is mentioned 153 times in The New Testament, Peterôs name is mentioned 152 times! 

Peter is the Author of The Bible Books 1 & 2 Peter. 
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Peter is mentioned frequently in The Four Gospels and The Book of Acts. 

Peter is also mentioned in The Book of 1 Corinthians, Galatians and 1 & 2 Peter. 

No one spoke in the gospels as often as Peter did, and Jesus spoke more to Peter than to any other 

individual. 

Jesus rebuked Peter more than any other disciple. 

Peter was the only disciple who dared to rebuke Jesus. 

Peter confessed Jesus more boldly and accurately than any other disciple. 

Peter denied Jesus more forcefully and publicly than any other disciple. 

Jesus praised Peter more than any other disciple. 

Jesus addressed Peter as Satan alone among the disciples. 

Since Peter is so prominent in the gospel records, it is worthwhile to remind ourselves of 

some of the important mentions of Peter in the record of Biblical history: 

Peter put his nets out at the direction of Jesus to bring in a massive catch of fish (Luke 5:1-11). 

Peter stepped out of the boat during a raging storm and walked on the water with Jesus (Matthew 

14:24-33). 

Peter was the one who said, "Lord, to whom shall we go? thou hast the words of eternal life. And 

we believe and are sure that thou art that Christ, the Son of the living God." (John 6:68-69). 

Peter saw Jesus transfigured in glory, together with Moses and Elijah (Matthew 17:1-9). 

The Lord paid Peterôs Taxes! Matthew 17:24-27 

Peter was the one who asked Jesus how many times we should forgive a brother that sins against 

us, quoting the high number of "seven times" (Matthew 18:21-35). 

Peter was the one who asked Jesus, after the encounter with the rich young ruler, what the disciples 

would receive for giving everything up to follow Jesus (Matthew 19:27-30). 

Peter was the one who insisted that Jesus would not wash his feet; then he commanded Jesus to 

wash his whole body! (John 13:16-20). 

Peter heard Jesus predict that he would deny Him three times (Matthew 26:30-35), and Peter 

replied, "Though I should die with thee, yet will I not deny thee" (Matthew 26:35), and the rest of 

the disciples agreed. 

Peter was the one who cut off the right ear of Malchus, the servant of the high priest, when the 

soldiers came to arrest Jesus (John 18:1-11). 

Peter denied Jesus three times, cursing and swearing that he did not even know "the man," refusing 

to even name the name of Jesus (Matthew 26:69-75). 

Peter was the one who ran with John the disciple to the tomb on the morning of the resurrection, 

after hearing the report of the women that the body of Jesus was not in its tomb (John 20:1-10). 

http://www.studylight.org/desk/index.cgi?q1=Luke+5:1-11&t1=en_nas
http://www.studylight.org/desk/index.cgi?q1=Matthew+14:24-33&t1=en_nas
http://www.studylight.org/desk/index.cgi?q1=Matthew+14:24-33&t1=en_nas
http://www.studylight.org/desk/index.cgi?q1=John+6:68-69&t1=en_nas
http://www.studylight.org/desk/index.cgi?q1=Matthew+17:1-9&t1=en_nas
http://www.studylight.org/desk/index.cgi?q1=Matthew+18:21-35&t1=en_nas
http://www.studylight.org/desk/index.cgi?q1=Matthew+19:27-30&t1=en_nas
http://www.studylight.org/desk/index.cgi?q1=John+13:16-20&t1=en_nas
http://www.studylight.org/desk/index.cgi?q1=Matthew+26:30-35&t1=en_nas
http://www.studylight.org/desk/index.cgi?q1=Matthew+26:35&t1=en_nas
http://www.studylight.org/desk/index.cgi?q1=John+18:1-11&t1=en_nas
http://www.studylight.org/desk/index.cgi?q1=Matthew+26:69-75&t1=en_nas
http://www.studylight.org/desk/index.cgi?q1=John+20:1-10&t1=en_nas
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Peter was the one who received a personal visit from the resurrected Jesus on the day of the 

resurrection (Luke 24:34). 

Peter received a public restoration of Jesus in front of the other disciples after the resurrection of 

Jesus (John 21). 

Peter Preached five sermons in The New Testament! 

Peter was one of Jesusô twelve disciples, and along with James and John, he was one of the inner 

circle of Jesusô closest friends and followers.  Peter is often portrayed in the gospels as someone 

with an exuberant faith and devotion to Jesus.  It was Peter, for example, who was willing to step 

out of the boat and walk on the water with Jesus. 

Peter appears to have been the spokesman for Jesusô twelve disciples; and, while we may think 

Peter was impulsive and sometimes slow by some of the statements he made, Peter was probably 

just stating aloud what the other disciples were also thinking. 

Peter was the first to openly state that Jesus was the Messiah (Matthew 16:16-19; Mark 8:27-

33).  It was also Peter who denied Jesus.  (Luke 22:31-34, 54-71.)  But he was later lovingly 

restored by Jesus and given a special commission (John 21:15-19).  When the Holy Spirit came on 

the day of Pentecost (Acts chapter 2), it was Peter, again, who was the chief spokesman.  Peter, 

with John at his side, became the leader of the very first Christian church in Jerusalem. Peter was 

mainly an apostle to the Jews. Yet after a vision, followed by a visit to the home of Cornelius, a 

Gentile Roman Centurion (Acts 10), Peter understood that the Gospel was for all people: Jew and 

Gentile.  Peter went on his missionary travels with his wife (1 Corinthians 9:5).  
 

1 Peter, The Author:  The author was the Apostle Peter, whose name before he became a 

disciple, was Simon. He was born in Bethsaida and lived in Capernaum where he followed the 

occupation of fishing. He was brought to Jesus by Andrew, his brother, and became one of the 

leaders of the Apostles, both before and after Christ's death. His career should be studied as it is 

found in Acts. He was impetuous, brave and energetic, and after the ascension performed many 

miracles. 

Date Written:  Around 60 A.D.  

It is implied that Peter was writing from a place he referred to as ñBabylonò (1 Peter 5:13). 

60th Book of The Bible! Chapters: 5, Verses: 105, Words: 2476 

Theme: While Peter undoubtedly has scattered Jewish believers in mind, his Epistles comprehend 

Gentile believers also (1 Peter 2:10 ). The present Epistle, written from a church on Gentile ground 

(1 Peter 5:13 ), presents all the foundational truths of the Christian faith, with special emphasis on 

the atonement. The distinctive note of First Peter is preparation for victory over suffering.  

Key Words: 

Suffer, Suffered, Suffering = 13 times in 11 verses. 

Conversation = manner of life, conduct, behavior, 6 times in 6 verses. 

http://www.studylight.org/desk/index.cgi?q1=Luke+24:34&t1=en_nas
http://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Mat%2016.16-19
http://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Mark%208.27-33
http://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Mark%208.27-33
http://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Luke%2022.31-34
http://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Luke%2022.54-71
http://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/John%2021.15-19
http://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/1%20Cor%209.5
http://www.biblestudytools.com/1-peter/2-10.html
http://www.biblestudytools.com/1-peter/5-13.html
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Submit, Subject = 7 times in 6 verses. 

1 Peter is one of the few places in the New Testament where the word ñChristianò is used. 

1 Peter 4:16  
16 Yet if any man suffer as a Christian , let him not be ashamed; but let him glorify God on this 

behalf. 

1 Peter is one of the few places in the New Testament where the words ñborn againò is used. 

Peter calling the Cross a ñTreeò in 1 Peter 2:24 and in Acts 5:30 and Acts 10:39. 

The Epistle is in three parts: (From Scofield Reference Bible) 

The distinctive note of First Peter is preparation for victory over suffering. The last-named word 

occurs about fifteen times, and is the key-word of the epistle, The Epistle is in three parts:  

I. Christian suffering and conduct in light of full salvation, 1.1-2.8.  

II. The believerôs life in view of his sevenfold position and the vicarious suffering of Christ, 

2.9-4.19.  

III. Christian service in the light of the coming of the Chief Shepherd, 5.1-14.ò 

** A Question was asked last week: What is The believerôs life in view of his sevenfold position 

and the vicarious suffering of Christ? 

Suffering for The Believer, in First Peter, is set in the light of:  

(1) Assured salvation, 1Peter 1:2-5;  

(2) The greater glory at Christôs appearing, 1Peter 1:7;  

(3) Christôs sufferings and coming glories, 1Peter 1:1;  

(4) The believerôs association with Him in both, 1Peter 2:20; 3:17; 4:12-13;  

(5) The purifying effect of suffering, 1Peter 1:7; 4:1; 5:10;  

(6) That Christ is now glorified in the believerôs patient suffering, 1Peter 4:16;  

(7) That suffering is disciplinary, 1Peter 4:17-19; 1Corinthians 11:31-32; Hebrews 12:5-13.) 

This is different than: The Sevenfold Position of the Christian 

1. The Believer is a member in Christôs Body. 

1 Corinthians 12:13  

13 For by one Spirit are we all baptized into one body, whether we be Jews or Gentiles, whether we 

be bond or free; and have been all made to drink into one Spirit. 

2. The Believer is a branch in THE VINE of Christ. 

John 15:5  
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5 I am the vine, ye are the branches: He that abideth in me, and I in him, the same bringeth forth 

much fruit: for without me ye can do nothing. 

3. The Believer is a stone in the building in which Christ is The Chief Corner Stone. 

1 Peter 2:4-8  

4 To whom coming, as unto a living stone, disallowed indeed of men, but chosen of God, and 

precious, 

5 Ye also, as lively stones, are built up a spiritual house, an holy priesthood, to offer up spiritual 

sacrifices, acceptable to God by Jesus Christ. 

6 Wherefore also it is contained in the scripture, Behold, I lay in Sion a chief corner stone, elect, 

precious: and he that believeth on him shall not be confounded. 

7 Unto you therefore which believe he is precious: but unto them which be disobedient, the stone 

which the builders disallowed, the same is made the head of the corner, 

8 And a stone of stumbling, and a rock of offence, even to them which stumble at the word, being 

disobedient: whereunto also they were appointed. 

4. A Believer is a sheep in Christ Flock and Christ is The Chief Shepherd. 

John 10:27-29  

27 My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they follow me: 

28 And I give unto them eternal life; and they shall never perish, neither shall any man pluck them 

out of my hand. 

29 My Father, which gave them me, is greater than all; and no man is able to pluck them out of my 

Father's hand. 

5. The Believer is The Bride of Christ. 

Ephesians 5:23-25  

23 For the husband is the head of the wife, even as Christ is the head of the church: and he is the 

saviour of the body. 

24 Therefore as the church is subject unto Christ, so let the wives be to their own husbands in every 

thing. 

25 Husbands, love your wives, even as Christ also loved the church, and gave himself for it; 

6. The Believer is a Priest in a Kingdom of Priests and Christ is The Great High Priest. 

1 Peter 2:5  

5 Ye also, as lively stones, are built up a spiritual house, an holy priesthood, to offer up spiritual 

sacrifices, acceptable to God by Jesus Christ. 

Hebrews 4:14  
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14 Seeing then that we have a great high priest, that is passed into the heavens, Jesus the Son of 

God, let us hold fast our profession. 

7. The Believer is part of the new creation over which Chist is the head and last Adam. 

2 Corinthians 5:17  

17 Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old things are passed away; behold, all 

things are become new. 

1 Corinthians 15:45  

45 And so it is written, The first man Adam was made a living soul; the last Adam was made a 

quickening spirit. 

Purpose of writing 1 Peter: 

Peter stated his reason for writing, namely, to encourage his readers, who were facing persecution 

for their faith. 

1 Peter 5:10-12  
10 But the God of all grace, who hath called us unto his eternal glory by Christ Jesus, after that ye 

have suffered a while, make you perfect, stablish, strengthen, settle you. 

11 To him be glory and dominion for ever and ever. Amen. 

12 By Silvanus, a faithful brother unto you, as I suppose, I have written briefly, exhorting, and 

testifying that this is the true grace of God wherein ye stand. 

Peterôs major purpose in his letter was to encourage the Christians of Asia Minor and instruct them 

on how to live and behave in a pagan society where they were misunderstood and insulted for their 

faith.  Peter gives the example of Jesus, and his sufferings, as an example to follow.  And Peter 

gives them hope in this Epistle. At the time of Peterôs writing, the Christians in Asia Minor were 

experiencing insults, slanders and harmful rumours against them (1 Peter 2:11-15; 3:13-18; 4:12-

19).   

1 Peter 1King James Version (KJV) 
 

A greeting from the Apostle Peter to the intended readers of this letter, verse 1. 

 

Verse 1 Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ, to the strangers scattered throughout Pontus, Galatia, 

Cappadocia, Asia, and Bithynia, 

Peteré was the beloved name that Jesus himself had bestowed upon this apostle, and is the Greek 

form of the Aramaic name meaning "stone" or "pebble." Jesus had first spoken it prophetically 

(John 1:42), later confirming it, when in his great confession of Christ (Matthew 16:18), this great 

apostle was proving his perception and dependability. 

an apostle of Jesus Christ ... There was no need for Peter to defend his apostleship, for it was 

never questioned, as was sometimes true with Paul. Note also that he did not write "THE apostle," 

but "AN apostle." He was always careful to acknowledge his own equality with all the Twelve and 

with Paul also. Peter knew no higher title to bestow on himself than that which he held in common 

with the other eleven. 

http://www.studylight.org/desk/index.cgi?q1=John+1:42&t1=en_nas
http://www.studylight.org/desk/index.cgi?q1=Matthew+16:18&t1=en_nas
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Jesus Christ ... Peter used this compound title of The Lord nine times in the 105 verses of this 

letter. Peter also wrote ñChrist Jesusò two times as well. 

to the strangersé This Epistle is addressed to both Gentile and Jewish Christians residing in the 

various provinces of Asia Minor (modern day Turkey) here specified. 

scattered throughout Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia, and Bithyniaé 

 

The Trinity and Salvation, verse 2:   

Verse 2 Elect according to the foreknowledge of God the Father, through sanctification of the 

Spirit , unto obedience and sprinkling of the blood of Jesus Christ: Grace unto you, and peace, 

be multiplied. 

Notice The Trinity  is mentioned here: ñGod the Fatherò ñthe Spiritò and ñJesusò. The Trinity all 

participate in the Salvation of believers! ñElect according to the foreknowledge of God the Father, 

through sanctification of the Spirit, unto obedience and sprinkling of the blood of Jesus Christò. 

Electé What Elect/Election is in The Bible: 

Elect/Election: It simply means, knowledge beforehand. Godôs foreknowledge always precedes 

election; and Peter here teaches that the election is grounded upon it. Again look at verse 2: ñElect 

according to the foreknowledge of God the Fatherò. 

elect according to the foreknowledge of Godé Because God knows beforehand from eternity 

who will turn to him in repentance and faith, and who will not. 

Did God, before the foundation of the world was laid, unconditionally ñelectò who would be saved 

and who would not? Has your ultimate destiny already been set? Have you been ñelectedò to Hell? 

Answer: NO! 

The term predestination means "to mark out beforehand," and refers to the plan and goal of 

salvation itself, not to specific individuals. It should be understood in the corporate sense, rather 

than in the sense that each individual was predestined to either eternal life or eternal condemnation. 

God knew beforehand that there would be a body of believers, but does not say that He limited the 

membership of that body to a specific number. Believers are called through the Preaching of the 
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Gospel, and those who respond to the Gospel in repentance and faith are justified, sanctified and 

Saved and are them part of the ñelectò! 

John 3:16  

16 For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in 

him should not perish, but have everlasting life. 

Godôs foreknowledge: God knows what our response is to the Gospel. 

God didnôt predetermine the salvation of specific individuals, rather, He predetermined that 

salvation would be found in Jesus Christ (Ephesians 1:4-5), Jesus would die for the sins of the 

world (1 Peter 1:20), the gospel would be the message which would be used to call men, the rules 

or type of character expected of those who accept this call, and the relationship they would enter 

into, i.e. the church (Ephesians 3:10-11). Thus, the Father designed the plan whereby we could be 

saved. 

ñIt is not plain Scripture doctrine, (if true), but rather inconsistent with the express written word 

that speaks of God's universal offers of grace; his invitations, promises, threateningôs, being all 

general. We are bid to choose life, and reprehended for not doing it. But the doctrine of 

predestination is entirely changed from what it formerly was: now it implies neither faith, peace, 

nor purity; it is something that will do without them all. Faith is no longer, according to the modern 

predestination scheme, a Divine evidence of things not seen wrought in the soul by the immediate 

power of the Holy Ghost; not an evidence at all, but a mere notion: neither is faith made any longer 

a means of holiness, but something that will do without it. Christ is no more a Savior from sin, but 

a defense and a countenancer of it. He is no more a fountain of spiritual life in the souls of believers, 

but leaves his elect inwardly dry, and outwardly unfruitful; and is made little more than a refuge 

from the image of the heavenly, even from righteousness, peace, and joy in the Holy Ghost." ï 

John Wesley 

Some thoughts on Election, How a Reformed Calvinist thinks: 

John Smith is deliberately foreordained to commit sin 

Is hated by God before he is born 

Is predestined to go to hell before he is born 

Cannot repent because God deliberately refuses to give him the gift of repentance 

Cannot believe because God deliberately refuses to give him the gift of faith 

Was not, is not and never will be loved by God in the slightest degree 

Was deliberately excluded from the group of people Jesus died for on the cross so that salvation 

was intentionally and for ever put completely out of his reach: 

No need for Soul Winning or Evangelism because God knows whoôs saved alreadyé 

Then, how is it John Smithôs fault that he will end up burning forever in the Lake of Fire? 

Little Johnnyôs Reformed parents Teaching The Bible to him: 
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Little Johnny, God has predestined the minority of people to be saved and go to heaven forever, 

and He has predestined the majority of people to be eternally damned and burn in the fires of hell. 

We have no idea, little Johnny, if God has predestined you to be forever damned or forever saved. 

We love you, little Johnny, but we accept the fact that God might not love you, and that He may 

have plans to send you to hell for your future sins. If you do find yourself one day burning in hell 

because He hasn't elected to save you, just remember that we will always love you, even if God 

hates you. Take comfort knowing that we are not like God. 

We will be in heaven forever only because we were unconditionally chosen for salvation before 

we were born. That would be the only reason that we won't be in hell with you if you find yourself 

there. It won't be because of anything we did. So also take comfort in knowing that. It may not 

seem fair, but who are we to judge God? So again, if you find yourself in hell, remember that we 

will always love you as we forever worship the God who loved us but who hated you, the God 

who sent His Son to die for us but not for you. Please, we ask, don't let it bother you---if you find 

yourself in hell---that we love the God who hated you and showed you no mercy. We must accept 

the fact that God is sovereign, and He does what He pleases. 

James 4:8  

8 Draw nigh to God, and he will draw nigh to you. Cleanse your hands, ye sinners; and purify your 

hearts, ye double minded. 

James says weôre to ñdraw nigh to Godò. If it is true that no person has the ability to come to 

Christ, then why would Jesus say in John 5:40, "Ye will not come to me." why didn't He simply 

say, "You cannot come to me."? 

D. L. Moody addressed a large group of sceptics. He said,"I want to talk about the word believe, 

the word receive, and the word take." When Mr. Moody had finished his sermon, he asked, "Now 

who will come and take Christ as Saviour?" One man stood and said, "I can't." Mr. Moody wept 

and said, "Don't say, 'I can't.' Say, 'I won't!'" 

through sanctification of the Spirit, unto obedience and sprinkling of the blood of Jesus 

Christé 

All who are elected, then, are elected to be brought into a state of obedience and purification from 

sin, through the power of Godôs Spirit, and the efficacy of Christôs blood, called the sprinkling 

of the blood of Jesus Christ, because it cleanses the conscience from the guilt and defilement of 

sin. Hebrews 9:18-23. "Spirit" accomplished election when He separated the elect, and set them 

aside to a special calling sanctification of the Spirit.  

Sanctification means: ñSanctify,ò ñholy,ò and ñsaintò are translated from the same Greek words. 

They mean to be set apart for special service. In relation to the Christian, sanctification or holiness 

refers to being set apart to God from sin. There are three distinctly different aspects of this 

sanctification: past, present, and future. Every Christian can say, ñI have been sanctified; I am 

being sanctified; I will yet be sanctified.ò Sanctification involves the work of The Trinity. 

Through sanctification of the Spirit - through the renewing and purifying influences of his Spirit 

on their souls, unto obedience - to engage and enable them to yield themselves up to all holy 

obedience, the foundation of all which is the sprinkling of the blood of Jesus Christ - the atoning 

blood of Jesus Christ which was typified by the sprinkling of the blood of sacrifices under the 

law, in allusion to which it is called the sprinkling of the blood. 
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Grace unto you, and peace, be multipliedé Peter brought a greeting that had become common 

among the Christians, combining elements from Greek culture (Grace) and Jewish culture (Peace-

Shalom). 

Thanks to the Father for His work of salvation, verses 3-5: 

Verse 3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, which according to his 

abundant mercy hath begotten us again unto a lively hope by the resurrection of Jesus Christ 

from the dead, 

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christé When Peter considered the salvation 

of God (verse 2), his immediate response was to simply praise Him! 

according to his abundant mercy ... Every hope of eternal life, of forgiveness of sins, of every 

conceivable measure of salvation - all hope springs ultimately from the unmerited favor and mercy 

of an almighty God. God doesnôt give a little mercy, God gives ñabundant mercyò! 

hath begotten us again.. The meaning is, that as God is the Author of our life in a natural sense, 

so he is the Author of our second life by regeneration. Jesus said, John 3:3 that ñexcept a man be 

born again,ò or ñbegotten again. 

a lively hope by the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead,é 

We are born again to a lively hope because we have eternal life in a Savior who has conquered 

death Himself by the resurrection.  

ñA lively hopeò: Is also called ñThe living hopeò. ñHopeò means confident optimism during our 

lives and: 

1.      Comes from God (Psalm 43:5) 

2.      Is a gift of grace (2 Thess. 2:16) 

3.      Is defined by Scripture (Romans 15:4) 

4.      Is a reasonable reality (1 Peter 3:5) 

5.      Is secured by the resurrection of Jesus Christ (John 11:25-26; 14:19; 1 Cor. 15:17) 

6.      Is confirmed in the Christian by the Holy Spirit (Romans 15:13) 

7.      Defends the Christian against Satanôs attack (1 Thess. 5:8) 

8.      Is confirmed through trials (Romans 5:3-4) 

9.      Products joy (Psalm 146:5) and 

10.  Is fulfilled in Christôs return (Titus 2:13). 

The Resurrection of the Lord Jesus is the foundation of our hope. It was a confirmation of what 

he declared as truth when he lived; it was a proof of the doctrine of the immortality of the soul; it 

was a promise that all who are elected to him will be raised up as well! 
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ũŴƆƇƂƅ šŴƁžLƆ ŧƂƇŸƆ ƂƁ: 1 ũŸƇŸƅ 

Chapter One Outline: A greeting from the Apostle Peter to the intended readers of this letter, 

verse 1. The Trinity and Salvation, verse 2.  Thanks to the Father for His work of salvation, verses 

3-5. The purpose of trials for those who are saved, verses 6-9. Salvation which even the prophets 

of old, and the angels, had sought to understand more perfectly, verses 10-12. The conduct of those 

who are saved, verses 13-17. The motivation for godly living, verse 18-21. The necessity for love 

among the saved, verses 22-25. 

A picture of the blessedness in store for us ñstrangersò; Eternal Life in Heaven, verse 4: 

Verse 4 To an inheritance incorruptible, and undefiled, and that fadeth not away, reserved in heaven 

for you, 

To an inheritanceé Called an inheritance because it belongs to the children of God. Eternal life 

cannot be a gift to any but the children of God.  

Inheritance means: To possess; to enjoy; to take as a possession, by gift or divine appropriation; 

as, to inherit everlasting life; to inherit the promises of God. 

Paul also called eternal life an inheritance in: 

Ephesians 1:18  
18 The eyes of your understanding being enlightened; that ye may know what is the hope of his 

calling, and what the riches of the glory of his inheritance in the saints, 

Our inheritance from God is: Salvation, Eternal Life, Our New Bodies, A Mansion, and joyful 

existence with God! And is: 

Incorruptibleé it is free from corruption in itself; nor can it be corrupted by others, by moth, or 

rust, pollution or other things, as gold, silver, and garments may, which are a part of earthly 

inheritances; nor can it be enjoyed by corrupt persons. Wherefore, in order to inherit it, corruption 

must put on incorruption, in every sense. 

1 Corinthians 15:50  
50 Now this I say, brethren, that flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God; neither doth 

corruption inherit inc orruption.  

Undefiledé it is in its own nature pure and holy, and free from any defilement of sin; nor are 

there any of those impurities in it; nor will it be possessed by any but undefiled persons. 

that fadeth not awayé as does the world, and the glory of it, and all its inheritances and 

possessions in it; here is no continuing city, but there is one to come; in this inheritance are riches, 

everlasting mansions, an house eternal in the heavens, glories in it that will never wither and die, 

and pleasures which will never end, and which will be enjoyed without decrease or fading: 

reserved in heavené The inheritance is in security, beyond risk, out of the reach of Satan. Heaven 

is where God lives! 

for youé  for all the saints; for all who are the elect, according to the foreknowledge of God, and 

who are begotten again to a lively hope; for these this inheritance is prepared, laid up, and secured 

in the hands of Christ, because of His resurrection. (Verses 1-3) 
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Verse 5 Who are kept by the power of God through faith  unto salvation ready to be revealed in 

the last time. 

Kept means: Preserved, who are being guarded. inheritance is "kept" safely for the "heirs," so 

must they be "guarded" in their persons so as to be sure of reaching it.  

The promise of our inheritance is certain because we are kept by the power of God. This enables 

us to endure through faith  until the coming of Jesus. Nothing can steal the believerôs heavenly 

inheritance! Our Salvation is kept by the power of God and God Himself is our sole guarding 

power ! 

Romans 1:16  
16 For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ: for it is the power of God unto salvation to 

every one that believeth; to the Jew first, and also to the Greek. 

The Power of God is: 

Omnipotence = All powerful 

Job 9:4  
4 He is wise in heart, and mighty in strength: who hath hardened himself against him, and hath 

prospered? 

Omniscience = All knowing 

Psalm 147:5  
5 Great is our Lord, and of great power: his understanding is infinite. 

Omnipresence = All present 

Proverbs 15:3  
3 The eyes of the LORD are in every place, beholding the evil and the good. 

Unto salvation é Not preserved for a little period, and then suffered to fall away, but so kept as 

to be saved. We may remark here that Peter, as well as Paul, believed in the doctrine of the eternal 

security or the perseverance of the saints. If Peter did not, how could he have addressed these 

Christians in this manner, and said that they were ñkept by the power of God unto salvation?ò 

The inheritance is reserved; the heirs are kept for it.  

The purpose of trials for those who are saved, verses 6-9: 

Verse 6 Wherein ye greatly rejoice, though now for a season, if need be, ye are in heaviness through 

manifold temptations: 

greatly rejoiceé means literally to "jump much", "leap for joy", skip and jump with happy 

excitement and so to be exceedingly joyful, overjoyed or exuberantly happy. 

The temptations coming upon the Christians to whom Peter wrote were more than were normally 

expected. Here is a reference to the weight of persecutions, sufferings and temptations being felt 

by Christians. 
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Manifold temptationsé Peter teaches several important principles about persecutions, sufferings 

and temptations in this verse: 

1. Persecutions, sufferings and temptation does not last (For a season) 

2. Persecutions, sufferings and temptation serves a purpose (If need be) 

3. Persecutions, sufferings and temptation brings turmoil (Heaviness) 

4. Persecutions, sufferings and temptation comes in various forms (Temptations) 

5. Persecutions, sufferings and temptation should not diminish the Christianôs joy (Greatly rejoice) 

Verse 7 That the trial of your faith, being much more precious than of gold that perisheth, though it 

be tried with fire, might be found unto praise and honour and glory at the appearing of Jesus Christ: 

That the trial of your faith  ... This is the principal end which God allows or cause suffering, to 

try the faith of his people; so the faith of Abraham, Job, David, and others, have been tried. 

Goldé 

1. Faith is much more precious than gold. 

2. Gold perishes, our Faith doesnôt have to. 

3. Gold, tried in the fire, just becomes more and more pure. Some of the fiery trials that come on 

us are to purify us and make us better Christians.  

4. Faith is tested to show that it is sincere faith or true faith. 

5. Faith is tested to show the strength of faith. 

James said it this way: James 1:1-4  

1 James, a servant of God and of the Lord Jesus Christ, to the twelve tribes which are scattered 

abroad, greeting. 

2 My brethren, count it all joy when ye fall into divers temptations; 

3 Knowing this, that the trying of your faith worketh patience. 

4 But let patience have her perfect work, that ye may be perfect and entire, wanting nothing. 

might be found unto praise and honour and glory at the appearing of Jesus Christé Our 

Faith will be praised for its steadiness and faithfulness though all our sufferings, persecutions and 

tribulations. Our good works, the fruits of faith, will be remembered by Jesus Christ with praise! 

The Lord will say to that Faithful servant: "Well done, good and faithful servant" 

Verse 8 Whom having not seen, ye love; in whom, though now ye see him not, yet believing, ye 

rejoice with joy unspeakable and full of glory: 

Whom having not seen, ye loveé This Epistle was addressed to those who were ñstrangers 

scattered abroad,ò and it is evident that they had not personally seen the Lord Jesus. Yet they had 

heard of his character, his preaching, his sacrifice for sin, and his resurrection and ascension, and 

they had learned to love him! 



15 
 

Millions, maybe Billions have been led to love the Saviour, who have never seen him. They have 

seen - not with the physical eye, but with the eye of faith ! 

Jesus died for us, to redeem our souls. He rose, and brought life and immortality to light. He ever 

lives to intercede for us in heaven. He is preparing mansions of rest for us in Heaven, and he will 

come and take us to himself, that we may be with him forever. Such a Saviour ought to be loved! 

though now ye see him not, yet believingéJesus says that those who believe, who have not seen, 

are greatly blessed: 

John 20:29  
29 Jesus saith unto him, Thomas, because thou hast seen me, thou hast believed: blessed are they 

that have not seen, and yet have believed. 

Something to think about: 1 Corinthians 2:9  
9 But as it is written, Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither have entered into the heart of man, 

the things which God hath prepared for them that love him. 

ye rejoice with joy unspeakable and full of gloryé How can such unspeakable joy and rejoicing 

exist in the hearts of those whose hearts are burdened with manifold trials and temptations and 

sufferings? The answer to this is thundered in the next verse. 

Verse 9 Receiving the end of your faith, even the salvation of your souls. 

The end of your faith is the return of Jesus and the ultimate salvation of your souls. Suffering 

and trials are inevitable as long as we are on this side of the end of your faith.  

Salvation-Eternal life begins NOW (the moment you became Born Again), for those who love 

God! The Christian has past sins forgiven, and is God's child.  Receiving the end of your faith: 

this is still future, as we wait for our whole being to be set free and our sin filled bodies being 

changed. 

Philippians 3:20-21  
20 For our conversation is in heaven; from whence also we look for the Saviour, the Lord Jesus 

Christ: 

21 Who shall change our vile body, that it may be fashioned like unto his glorious body, according 

to the working whereby he is able even to subdue all things unto himself. 

Salvation which even the prophets of old, and the angels, had sought to understand more 

perfectly, verses 10-12: 

Verse 10 Of which salvation the prophets have enquired and searched diligently, who prophesied 

of the grace that should come unto you: 

Peter looks at the greatness of salvation in verses 10-12 from the viewpoint of: 

1.      Old Testament Prophets (verses 10-11). 

2.      The Holy Spirit (verses 11-12). 

3.      The New Testament apostles (verse 12). 

4.      The Angels (verse 12). 
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the prophets have enquiredéWho are the ñprophetsò here? Answer: The writers of the Old 

Testament, whose hundreds of prophecies of Christ's coming into the world make up the burden 

of the Old Testament. Peter was a diligent student of the prophetic books, and constantly quotes 

them, both in his epistles and in his Sermons recorded in Acts.  Peter here, grounds his doctrine on 

the Old Testament prophecy. On Pentecost, He then quoted Joel and David, (Acts 2:16-21; Acts 

2:25-31.) Later, after citing Moses, he said: 

Acts 3:24  
24 Yea, and all the prophets from Samuel and those that follow after, as many as have spoken, have 

likewise foretold of these days. 

Verse 11 Searching what, or what manner of time the Spirit of Christ which was in them did 

signify, when it testified beforehand the sufferings of Christ, and the glory that should follow. 

and searched diligently, Searchingé What did the prophets search? The Holy Scriptures which 

they had written! The Old Testament prophets studied their own writings in order to know more 

about the promised salvation. 

what manner of timeé The "time"  of the events which they foretold, the exact answers to their 

questionings, was not revealed to them, only that it was not scheduled for their own generation, 

but for future generations. 

Jesus said in: Matthew 13:17  
17 For verily I say unto you, That many prophets and righteous men have desired to see those things 

which ye see, and have not seen them; and to hear those things which ye hear, and have not heard 

them. 

Verse 12 Unto whom it was revealed, that not unto themselves, but unto us they did minister the 

things, which are now reported unto you by them that have preached the gospel unto you 

with the Holy Ghost sent down from heaven; which things the angels desire to look into. 

The prophets understood that they did minister to people beyond them as well as to people in 

their own day. These things the prophets wrote were reported as fact by the apostles (the things, 

which are now reported unto you by them that have preached the gospel). 

which things the angels desire to look intoé Peter in this affirms that even the angels of heaven 

are deeply concerned and interested in this salvation; and why not? For their own number who had 

sinned, there was no day of grace, no offer of pardon, no opportunity to seek a remedy. The same 

verse of the word of God which relates their sin also relates their being cast out of heaven! No 

wonder they were interested in this new thing wherein God would forgive sinful and rebellious 

people!  
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ũŴƆƇƂƅ šŴƁžLƆ ŧƂƇŸƆ ƂƁ: 1 ũŸƇŸƅ 

Chapter One Outline:  A greeting from the Apostle Peter to the intended readers of this letter, 

verse 1. The Trinity and Salvation, verse 2.  Thanks to the Father for His work of salvation, verses 

3-5. The purpose of trials for those who are saved, verses 6-9. Salvation which even the prophets 

of old, and the angels, had sought to understand more perfectly, verses 10-12. The conduct of 

those who are saved, verses 13-17. The motivation for godly living, verse 18-21. The necessity 

for love among the saved, verses 22-25. 

The conduct of those who are saved, verses 13-17: 

Verse 13 Wherefore gird up the loins of your mind, be sober, and hope to the end for the grace 

that is to be brought unto you at the revelation of Jesus Christ; 

Wherefore gird up the loins of your mindé Meant tying up one's loose outward garments as a 

prerequisite to being able to work free and unobstructed. It had the rough meaning of "Roll up 

your sleeves, and go to work." Sure enough, the mind cannot roll up any sleeves; but the mind can 

be disciplined and prepared for the future by diligent prayer, study and examination. 

To gird up the loins of your mind is to get rid of loose and sloppy thinking; to bring the rational 

and reflective powers of your mind under control. It means to control what you think about, those 

things you decide to set your mind upon. 

be soberé Spiritual sober-mindedness includes the ideas of steadfastness, self-control, clarity of 

mind, and moral decisiveness. The sober Christian is correctly in charge of his priorities and not 

intoxicated with the various charms of the world.  

Weôre to be Sober: 

1 Thessalonians 5:6  

6 Therefore let us not sleep, as do others; but let us watch and be sober. 

Pastors are to Sober: 

1 Timothy 3:2  
2 A bishop then must be blameless, the husband of one wife, vigilant, sober, of good behaviour, 

given to hospitality, apt to teach; 

Young people are to be Sober: 

Titus 2:4-6  
4 That they may teach the young women to be sober, to love their husbands, to love their children, 

5 To be discreet, chaste, keepers at home, good, obedient to their own husbands, that the word of 

God be not blasphemed. 

6 Young men likewise exhort to be sober minded. 

the grace that is to be brought unto youé Peter has told us a lot about God's grace. He greeted 

us with grace (1 Peter 1:2). He told us of the grace that came to us in Jesus, was prophesied by 

the prophets of old (1 Peter 1:10). Now he goes further, writing of the grace that is to be brought 

http://www.studylight.org/desk/index.cgi?q1=1%20Peter+1:2&t1=en_nas
http://www.studylight.org/desk/index.cgi?q1=1%20Peter+1:10&t1=en_nas
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unto you when Jesus comes back (Second Coming). The only way we will be able to stand before 

Jesus on that day is because of the unmerited favor (Grace) He gives and will give to us. 

Grace isn't just for the past, when we first gave our lives to Jesus. It isn't only for the present, where 

we live each moment standing in His grace (Romans 5:2). It is also for the future, when grace will 

be brought to us. God has only just begun to show us the riches of His grace. 

The revelation of Jesus Christé is the Second Coming when Jesus returns to earth to set up His 

kingdom. 

Verse 14 As obedient children, not fashioning yourselves according to the former lusts in your 

ignorance: 

As obedient childrené That is, conduct yourselves as the children of God, by obeying his 

commands; by submitting to His will; and by manifesting unwavering confidence in him as your 

Father at all times. 

the former lusts in your ignoranceé Fulfilling God's call to holiness requires that we, as 

obedient children, break off with the lifestyle of the world, which is characterized 

by lusts and ignorance which we had while we were ignorant of God.  

Verse 15 But as he which hath called you is holy, so be ye holy in all manner of conversation; 

in all manner of conversationé ñConversationò is one of Peterôs themes. Conversation= 

manner of life, conduct, behavior, 6 times in 6 verses in 1 Peter. 

Verse 16 Because it is written, Be ye holy; for I am holy. 

Because it is writtené ñbe ye holyò é Is written three times in our Bibles. Leviticus 11:44, 

Leviticus 19:2 and Leviticus 20:7. 

Leviticus 11:44  
44 For I am the LORD your God: ye shall therefore sanctify yourselves, and ye shall be holy; for I 

am holy: neither shall ye defile yourselves with any manner of creeping thing that creepeth upon 

the earth. 

If we are saved, then God is our Father. He is Holy and He wants His children to be Holy. 

To be holy means to be set apart or separate from sin and evil. God is Holyðcompletely separate 

from everything that is evil (1 John 1:5). God calls us to be holy, just as He is. 

Holiness essentially defines the Christianôs new nature and conduct in contrast with his pre-

salvation lifestyle (the former lusts in your ignorance). The reason for practicing a holy manner 

of living is that Christians are associated with the Holy God and must treat Him and His Word 

with respect and reverence. We therefore glorify Him best by being like Him. 

Holiness apart from God this is impossible. We must have the Holy Spirit indwelling us and filling 

us with His Holiness. We can only live a holy life through the power of the Holy Spirit; thus, the 

first step to living a holy life is to accept Jesus as Savior. 

Ephesians 1:13  
13 In whom ye also trusted, after that ye heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation: in 

whom also after that ye believed, ye were sealed with that holy Spirit of promise,  
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Verse 17 And if ye call on the Father, who without respect of persons judgeth according to 

every man's work, pass the time of your sojourning here in fear: 

And if ye call on the Fatheré If we as Christians call on a Holy God (presumably for help), we 

must understand that we call on a God who shows no partiality (who without respect of persons) 

and will so judge our conduct. This makes a working, sober, holy walk all the more important.  

judgeth according to every man's worké This teaching is not peculiar to Peter; Paul wrote: 

Romans 2:6  
6 Who will render to every man according to his deeds: 

God doesnôt treat The Apostle Peter or The Apostle Paul with more respect than other believers. 

He treats us all the same. God is our judge! Shouldnôt Judges be fair?  

The motivation for godly living, verse 18-21: 

Verse 18 Forasmuch as ye know that ye were not redeemed with corruptible things, as silver and 

gold, from your vain conversation received by tradition from your fathers; 

Redeemedé Redemption means to free someone from bondage. It often involves the paying of a 

ransom, a price that makes redemption possible. We were slaves to sin and hell, but at Calvary, 

Jesus died for our sins and Redeemed us! 

Titus 2:14  
14 Who gave himself for us, that he might redeem us from all iniquity, and purify unto himself a 

peculiar people, zealous of good works. 

1 Corinthians 7:23  
23 Ye are bought with a price; be not ye the servants of men. 

The benefits of redemption include eternal life (Revelation 5:9-10), forgiveness of sins (Ephesians 

1:7), righteousness (Romans 5:17), freedom from the lawôs curse (Galatians 3:13), adoption into 

Godôs family (Galatians 4:5), deliverance from sinôs bondage (Titus 2:14; 1 Peter 1:14-18), peace 

with God (Colossians 1:18-20), and the indwelling of the Holy Spirit (1 Corinthians 6:19-20). To 

be redeemed, then, is to be forgiven, holy, justified, free, adopted, and reconciled.  

silver and gold, from your vain conversation received by traditioné Silver, gold and traditions 

cannot redeem us, only the: 

Verse 19 But with the precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb without blemish and without spot: 

We were ñnot redeemed with corruptible things, as silver and gold, from your vain conversation 

received by tradition from your fathersò (verse 18). We were Redeemed with the precious blood 

of Christ! 

Only the blood of the Lamb of God can do away with sin. The blood of man is not without sin and 

could not do away with sin. Jesus Christ was God manifest in the flesh. The blood of a Child comes 

from his Father. God the Holy Spirit, hovered over Mary, and she conceived of God. God was the 

Father of Jesus Christ. It was the blood of sinless God that paid the price for sin. 
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as of a lamb without blemish and without spot.. Peter here spoke in reference to the completely 

sinless character, life and being of Jesus. If He were not without blemish and without spot, He 

would not have been qualified to be our Redeemer. 

John 1:29  
29 The next day John seeth Jesus coming unto him, and saith, Behold the Lamb of God, which 

taketh away the sin of the world. 

The precious blood of Jesus was shed one time and it perfected FOR EVER them that are 

sanctified.  

Hebrews 10:10-12  
10 By the which will we are sanctified through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for all. 

11 And every priest standeth daily ministering and offering oftentimes the same sacrifices, which 

can never take away sins: 

12 But this man, after he had offered one sacrifice for sins for ever, sat down on the right hand 

of God; 

The blood of animals had to be shed over and over, but the blood of Jesus was shed only one time. 

The Roman Catholic institution teaches that Roman Catholic priests continue to sacrifice the Lord 

Jesus Christ over and over again during the "mass." They teach that the priest turns the wine into 

the actual blood of Jesus Christ and the bread into his actual body. They call this false teaching, 

"transubstantiation".  

John Mac Arthur would say that the ñbloodò is just a figure of speech for death. No, No, No! In 

the Book of Exodus, they painted real lambôs blood on their door posts. The Lamb of God was 

slain. Jesusôs Body including Blood was special and made by The Father: 

Hebrews 10:5  
5 Wherefore when he cometh into the world, he saith, Sacrifice and offering thou wouldest not, 

but a body hast thou prepared me: 

Some Things The Precious Blood of Jesus does: 

1. My debt is paid, once and for all. (Hebrew 9:28)  

2. I am justified. (Romans 5:9)  

3. I am forgiven. (Ephesians 1:7)  

4. I am spared from Godôs wrath. (Romans 5:9)  

5. I am being spiritually healed. (I Peter 2:24)  

6. I am spiritually alive. (John 6:53)  

7. My judgment has been satisfied and I am at peace with God. (Isaiah 53:5)  

8. The bloodstream of His people Israel will be purged.  (Joel 3:21)  

9. I am cleansed. (I John 1:7)  

10. I have the power to overcome the enemy. (Revelation 12:11) 

http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Rom%205.9
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Eph%201.7
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Rom%205.9
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Pet%202.24
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/John%206.53
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Isa%2053.5
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Joel%203.21
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20John%201.7
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Rev%2012.11


21 
 

11. I am no longer under the curse of the law.  (Galatians 3:13)  

12. I have been reclaimed from the enemy. : (Ephesians 1:7) 

13. I am no longer a stranger to the covenant of promise. (Ephesians 2:12-13)  

14. I have been moved from the enemyôs kingdom into the kingdom of God. (Colossians 2:15)  

15. I have gained the unmerited favor of God. (Ephesians 1:7)  

16. I have been declared righteous. (2 Corinthians 5:21)  

17. I have been justified (just as though I had never sinned). (Romans 3:24-25)  

18. I am able to come close to God. (Ephesians 2:13)  

19. I can participate in the sweet Communion of remembrance of His sacrifice (Luke 22:20)   

20. Jesus testifies on my behalf that I am clean. (Revelation 1:5)  

21. I am free (Galatians 5:1) (Hebrews 10:22)   

22. I have been separated from the world and declared holy (wholly) to God. (Galatians 2:20)  

23. I can proclaim victory. (Revelation 12:11).  

24. I can enter boldly into the holiest of holieséand live. (Hebrews 10:19-22) 

20. My redemption will never perish. (1 Peter 1:18-19) 

Verse 20 Who verily was foreordained before the foundation of the world, but was manifest in 

these last times for you, 

The work of Jesus was not a plan developed late in the course of human-redemption. It was 

foreordained before the foundation of the world, though it was made evident in these last 

times. God The Father knew that The Lord Jesus was going to come into this world and suffer, to 

die and to take our sins in His own body on the Cross. 

Verse 21 Who by him do believe in God, that raised him up from the dead, and gave him glory; 

that your faith and hope might be in God. 

The entire plan of redemption is for those who believe in God, their belief is through Him . 

Who by him do believe in God é By His means, or on His account,ðdo trust in God.  Christians, 

who before their conversion were ignorant of the true God, learnt his Being and Providence, 

through grace, from the great fact of Christ's resurrection, by the power of God the Father. (1 Peter 

chap one). We come to The Father by Jesus His Son. 

The necessity for love among the saved, verses 22-25: 

Verse 22 Seeing ye have purified your souls in obeying the truth through the Spirit unto unfeigned 

love of the brethren, see that ye love one another with a pure heart fervently: 

Holy living is incomplete if it is not accompanied by love. To be a Christian means to have 

a unfeigned (sincere) love of the brethren, and we are told by Peter to exercise that love with a 

pure heart fervently. 

http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Gal%203.13
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Eph%201.7
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Eph%202.12-13
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Col%202.15
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Eph%201.7
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/2%20Cor%205.21
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Rom%203.24-25
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Eph%202.13
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Luke%2022.20
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Rev%201.5
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Gal%205.1
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Heb%2010.22
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Rev%2012.11
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Heb%2010.19-22
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Fervently means: having or showing great warmth or intensity of spirit, feeling, enthusiasm. 

Do you/we love the brethren with a unfeigned pure heart fervently? 

Verse 23 Being born again, not of corruptible seed, but of incorruptible, by the word of God, which 

liveth and abideth for ever. 

Mutual brotherly love among Christians has its foundation and reason in Being born again by 

which they become sons and daughters together in the family of God. We are called to fervently 

love one another, because we are all part of Godôs family. It is inconsistent to claim to be born 

again and yet refuse to love the members of the family into which you have been born into. 

The Apostle John writes very clearly and directly on this: 

1 John 5:1  

1Whosoever believeth that Jesus is the Christ is born of God: and every one that loveth him that 

begat loveth him also that is begotten of him. 

1 John 4:20  
20 If a man say, I love God, and hateth his brother, he is a liar: for he that loveth not his brother 

whom he hath seen, how can he love God whom he hath not seen? 

Verse 24 For all flesh is as grass, and all the glory of man as the flower of grass. The grass withereth, 

and the flower thereof falleth away: 

Life is like the grass mentioned here. It is here and all of a sudden it is gone. The flesh of man will 

return to the earth from which it came. It is the spirit of man that lives on. 

Verse 25 But the word of the Lord endureth for ever. And this is the word which by the gospel is 

preached unto you. 

The Word of God is eternal. Jesus is the Word of God. The Word of God is also the Bible. The 

spoken and the written Word of God are the most powerful forces on the earth. The Word is 

Eternal. The gospel of Jesus Christ is the focal point of the Bible. This Word of God that is 

preached is the power unto salvation. 

Psalm 12:6-7  

6 The words of the LORD are pure words: as silver tried in a furnace of earth, purified seven times. 

7 Thou shalt keep them, O LORD, thou shalt preserve them from this generation for ever. 

John 1:1-4  

1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 

2 The same was in the beginning with God. 

3 All things were made by him; and without him was not any thing made that was made. 

4 In him was life; and the life was the light of men. 
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ũŴƆƇƂƅ šŴƁžLƆ ŧƂƇŸƆ ƂƁ: 1 ũŸƇŸƅ 

Chapter 2 Outline: Spiritual growth and how to respond to the word of God, verses 1-3, Coming 

to Jesus, verses 4-5, The glory of the Chief Cornerstone, verses 6-8, The privileged place of God's 

people, verses 9-10, How those who have come to Jesus are to live, verses 11-20, The example of 

Jesus (Suffering), verses 21-25. 

1 Peter 2  

Spiritual growth and how to respond to the word of God, verses 1-3: 
 

Verse 1 Wherefore laying aside all malice, and all guile, and hypocrisies, and envies, and all evil 

speakings, 

Since Peter is writing to those who were born again, and therefore they ought to love one another, 

he encourages them to the lay aside/put away such bad acts/sins/bad character traits which is 

contrary to brotherly love (chapter 1:22); he persuades and advises to lay them aside: 

Malice: Means to desire to cause pain, injury, or distress to another: intent to commit an unlawful 

act or cause harm without legal justification or excuse. 

Colossians 3:8  
8 But now ye also put off all these; anger, wrath, malice, blasphemy, filthy communication out of 

your mouth. 

Guile ... is deceitfulness, especially lying and false speech; thus it is usually spoken of as being on 

the lips, or found in the mouth. 

Hypocrisies... Hypocrisy was the leaven of the Pharisees, according to Christ himself, the same 

being a way of life for the religious leaders of that day. It is pretending to be what one knows he 

is not. 

Enviesé the feeling of wanting to have what someone else has, painful or resentful awareness of 

an advantage enjoyed by another joined with a desire to possess the same advantage. 

Evil speakingsé All evil speakings are prohibited to Christians, whether against brethren, officers 

of the state, or any other persons. 

Verse 2 As newborn babes, desire the sincere milk of the word, that ye may grow thereby: 

A healthy newborn baby has an instinctive yearning for its mother's milk. All newborn Christians 

should have a constant and intense longing for the milk of the word  ï the word of God. 

There are seven stages of Spiritual Growth for a Christian, they are: 

1. Babes/ Newborn Babes, here1 Peter 2:1, and: 

1 Corinthians 3:1  

1And I, brethren, could not speak unto you as unto spiritual, but as unto carnal, even as unto babes 

in Christ. 

2. Little Children 

1 John 2:1  
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1 My little children , these things write I unto you, that ye sin not. And if any man sin, we have 

an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous: 

3. Children 

Galatians 3:26  
26 For ye are all the children of God by faith in Christ Jesus. 

4. Young Men 

5. Fathers 

1 John 2:13  
13 I write unto you, fathers, because ye have known him that is from the beginning. I write unto 

you, young men, because ye have overcome the wicked one. I write unto you, little children, 

because ye have known the Father. 

6. Elders 

1 Peter 5:1  

1The elders which are among you I exhort, who am also an elder, and a witness of the sufferings 

of Christ, and also a partaker of the glory that shall be revealed: 

1 Peter 5:5  
5 Likewise, ye younger, submit yourselves unto the elder. Yea, all of you be subject one to another, 

and be clothed with humility: for God resisteth the proud, and giveth grace to the humble. 

7. Aged/Very Aged 

Job 15:10  
10 With us are both the grayheaded and very aged men, much elder than thy father. 

Philemon 9  
9 Yet for love's sake I rather beseech thee, being such an one as Paul the aged, and now also a 

prisoner of Jesus Christ. 

 

 

Verse 3 If so be ye have tasted that the Lord is gracious. 

4 To whom coming, as unto a living stone, disallowed indeed of men, but chosen of God, and 

precious, 

5 Ye also, as lively stones, are built up a spiritual house, an holy priesthood, to offer up spiritual 

sacrifices, acceptable to God by Jesus Christ. 

6 Wherefore also it is contained in the scripture, Behold, I lay in Sion a chief corner stone, elect, 

precious: and he that believeth on him shall not be confounded. 

7 Unto you therefore which believe he is precious: but unto them which be disobedient, the stone 

which the builders disallowed, the same is made the head of the corner, 
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8 And a stone of stumbling, and a rock of offence, even to them which stumble at the word, being 

disobedient: whereunto also they were appointed. 

9 But ye are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, an holy nation, a peculiar people; that ye 

should shew forth the praises of him who hath called you out of darkness into his marvellous light; 

10 Which in time past were not a people, but are now the people of God: which had not obtained 

mercy, but now have obtained mercy. 

11 Dearly beloved, I beseech you as strangers and pilgrims, abstain from fleshly lusts, which war 

against the soul; 

12 Having your conversation honest among the Gentiles: that, whereas they speak against you as 

evildoers, they may by your good works, which they shall behold, glorify God in the day of 

visitation. 

13 Submit yourselves to every ordinance of man for the Lord's sake: whether it be to the king, as 

supreme; 

14 Or unto governors, as unto them that are sent by him for the punishment of evildoers, and for 

the praise of them that do well. 

15 For so is the will of God, that with well doing ye may put to silence the ignorance of foolish 

men: 

16 As free, and not using your liberty for a cloke of maliciousness, but as the servants of God. 

17 Honour all men. Love the brotherhood. Fear God. Honour the king. 

18 Servants, be subject to your masters with all fear; not only to the good and gentle, but also to the 

froward. 

19 For this is thankworthy, if a man for conscience toward God endure grief, suffering wrongfully. 

20 For what glory is it, if, when ye be buffeted for your faults, ye shall take it patiently? but if, when 

ye do well, and suffer for it, ye take it patiently, this is acceptable with God. 

21 For even hereunto were ye called: because Christ also suffered for us, leaving us an example, 

that ye should follow his steps: 

22 Who did no sin, neither was guile found in his mouth: 

23 Who, when he was reviled, reviled not again; when he suffered, he threatened not; but committed 

himself to him that judgeth righteously: 

24 Who his own self bare our sins in his own body on the tree, that we, being dead to sins, should 

live unto righteousness: by whose stripes ye were healed. 

25 For ye were as sheep going astray; but are now returned unto the Shepherd and Bishop of your 

souls. 
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ũŴƆƇƂƅ šŴƁžLƆ Notes on: 1 Peter 

Chapter 2 Outline: Spiritual growth and how to respond to the word of God, verses 1-3, Coming 

to Jesus, verses 4-5, The glory of the Chief Cornerstone, verses 6-8, The privileged place of God's 

people, verses 9-10, How those who have come to Jesus are to live, verses 11-20, The example of 

Jesus (Suffering), verses 21-25. 

1 Peter 2  

Spiritual growth and how to respond to the word of God, verses 1-3: 
 

Verse 1 Wherefore laying aside all malice, and all guile, and hypocrisies, and envies, and all evil 

speakings, 

Since Peter is writing to those who were born again, and therefore they ought to love one another, 

he encourages them to the lay aside/put away such bad acts/sins/bad character traits which is 

contrary to brotherly love (chapter 1:22); he persuades and advises to lay aside: 

Malice: Means to desire to cause pain, injury, or distress to another: intent to commit an unlawful 

act or cause harm without legal justification or excuse. 

Colossians 3:8  
8 But now ye also put off all these; anger, wrath, malice, blasphemy, filthy communication out of 

your mouth. 

Guile ... is deceitfulness, especially lying and false speech; thus it is usually spoken of as being on 

the lips, or found in the mouth. 

Hypocrisies... Hypocrisy was the leaven of the Pharisees, according to Christ himself. It is 

pretending to be what one knows he is not. 

Enviesé the feeling of wanting to have what someone else has, painful or resentful awareness of 

an advantage enjoyed by another joined with a desire to possess the same advantage. 

Evil speakingsé All evil speakings are prohibited to Christians, whether against brethren, officers 

of the state, or any other persons. 

Weôre to lay those aside. 

Verse 2 As newborn babes, desire the sincere milk of the word , that ye may grow thereby: 

A healthy newborn baby has an instinctive yearning for its mother's milk. All newborn Christians 

should have a constant and intense longing for the milk of the word  ï the word of God. 
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Peter here stresses not the contrasting diet of infants and adults, but the appetite which all 

Christians should have in order to grow. All Christians should have a constant and intense desire 

for the word of God soé 

that ye may grow therebyé The Word of God is necessary for the growth of the Christian. We 

should all desire the pure milk of the word . 

ñThe milk of the word - That word of God which nourishes the soul as milk does the body, and 

which is sincere, pure from all guile, so that none are deceived who cleave to it. That you may 

grow thereby - In faith, love, holiness, unto the full stature of Christ.ò ï John Wesley 

Borned Again Newborn babes persons are not at their full growth potential immediately upon 

becoming Borned Again. Weôre instantly Saved, but our Spiritual Growth take times to mature. 

There are seven stages of Spiritual Growth for a Christian, they are: 

1. Babes/ Newborn Babes, here1 Peter 2:1, and: 

1 Corinthians 3:1  

1And I, brethren, could not speak unto you as unto spiritual, but as unto carnal, even as unto babes 

in Christ. 

2. Little Children 

1 John 2:1  

1 My little children , these things write I unto you, that ye sin not. And if any man sin, we have 

an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous: 

3. Children 

Galatians 3:26  
26 For ye are all the children of God by faith in Christ Jesus. 

4. Young Men 

5. Fathers 

1 John 2:13  
13 I write unto you, fathers, because ye have known him that is from the beginning. I write unto 

you, young men, because ye have overcome the wicked one. I write unto you, little children, 

because ye have known the Father. 

6. Elders 

1 Peter 5:1  

1The elders which are among you I exhort, who am also an elder, and a witness of the sufferings 

of Christ, and also a partaker of the glory that shall be revealed: 

1 Peter 5:5  
5 Likewise, ye younger, submit yourselves unto the elder. Yea, all of you be subject one to another, 

and be clothed with humility: for God resisteth the proud, and giveth grace to the humble. 

7. Aged/Very Aged 

Job 15:10 10 With us are both the grayheaded and very aged men, much elder than thy father. 
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Philemon 9  
9 Yet for love's sake I rather beseech thee, being such an one as Paul the aged, and now also a 

prisoner of Jesus Christ. 

Verse 3 If so be ye have tasted that the Lord  is gracious. 

Here Peter references: 

Psalm 34:8  
8 O taste and see that the LORD is good: blessed is the man that trusteth in him. 

The Psalm is also quoted again in 1 Peter 3:10. 

Peter's readers had already tasted God's goodness in their new birth. Greater drinking and tasting 

of His Word would bring greater satisfaction as well as increased spiritual growth. 

Hebrews 6:4-5 also mentioned "tasting" as a metaphor of understanding This means they 

experienced the goodness of God's Word, and saw its goodness at work in them.  
 

Hebrews 6:4-5 
4 For it is impossible for those who were once enlightened, and have tasted of the heavenly gift, 

and were made partakers of the Holy Ghost, 

5 And have tasted the good word of God, and the powers of the world to come, 

Peter may have thought of this when Jesus said in: 

John 6:35                   

35 And Jesus said unto them, I am the bread of life: he that cometh to me shall never hunger; and 

he that believeth on me shall never thirst. 

The Lord is gracious é Peter is talking about The Lord Jesus Christ, as appears by the next verse. 

Coming to Jesus, verses 4-5: 

Verse 4 To whom coming, as unto a living stone, disallowed indeed of men, but chosen of God, 

and precious, 

In the Christianôs constant seeking after the milk of the word, he will be coming again and again 

to the Lord. Peter described Jesus as "a living stone."  Christ is a living stone in two ways. He is 

alive from the dead to die no more and he is a source of life to his followers. 

This is a reference to: 

Isaiah 28:16  
16 Therefore thus saith the Lord GOD, Behold, I lay in Zion for a foundation a stone, a tried stone, 

a precious corner stone, a sure foundation: he that believeth shall not make haste. 

Disallowed indeed of mené That is, rejected by the Jewish builders, high priests, Scribes, and 

Pharisees, and the body and bulk of that nation; who rejected him as the Messiah, and stone of 

Israel, refused him as a foundation stone, and left him out of the building; and laid another 

foundation, even their own works of righteousness, on which sandy foundation they built 

themselves 
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This is a plain reference to the prophecy, Psalm 118:22: ñThe stone which the builders refused is 

become the head stone of the corner.ò 

Jesus Christ the Messiah was the true and only foundation of this spiritual temple; but He did not 

fit the designs and purposes of the "builders" in Jerusalem who found him totally unsuitable for 

any use at all in the building they had in mind; therefore, they rejected him. But: 

Verse 5 Ye also, as lively stones, are built up a spiritual house, an holy priesthood, to offer up 

spiritual sacrifices, acceptable to God by Jesus Christ. 

Jesus is the Cornerstone, and we are the building blocks. God is building a spiritual house, putting 

all believers in place, integrating each one with others, and each one with the life of Christ.  

Ephesians 2:20-22  
20 And are built upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ himself being the 

chief corner stone; 

21 In whom all the building fitly framed together groweth unto an holy temple in the Lord: 

22 In whom ye also are builded together for an habitation of God through the Spirit. 

an holy priesthoodé The New Testament Believer is his own Priest before God. He does not 

need any mediator except his great High Priest, Jesus. There can no longer be an elite priesthood 

with claims of special access to God, or special privileges in worship or in fellowship with God. 

Old Testament Priests and New Testament Believer-Priests share a number of characteristics: 

1.      Priesthood is an elect privilege (Exodus 28:1; John 15:16). 

2.      Priests are cleansed of sins (Leviticus 8:6-36; Titus 2:14). 

3.      Priests are clothed for service (1 Peter 5:5; Exodus 28:42; Lev 8:7; Psalm 132:9, 16). 

4.      Priests are anointed for service (Leviticus 8:12, 30; 1 John 2:20, 27). 

5.      Priests are prepared for service (Leviticus 8:33; 9:4; 23; Galatians 1:16; 1 Timothy 3:6). 

6.      Priests are ordained to obedience (1 Peter 2:4; Leviticus 10:1). 

7.      Priests are to honor the Word of God (1 Peter 2:2; Mal. 2:7). 

8.      Priests are to walk with God (Malachi 2:6; Galatians 5:16, 25). 

9.      Priests are to help sinners (Malachi 2:6; Galatians 6:1). 

10.  Priests are messengers of God (Malachi 2:7; Matthew 28:19-20). 

to offer up spiritual sacrificesé There are sacrifices which God's Priests, which is the Church, 

must now offer according to the will of God. And what are these?  

1. Praise 

Hebrews 13:15  
15 By him therefore let us offer the sacrifice of praise to God continually, that is, the fruit of our 

lips giving thanks to his name. 

2. To do Good. 
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Hebrews 13:16  
16 But to do good and to communicate forget not: for with such sacrifices God is well pleased. 

3. Your Bodies. 

Romans 12:1 

1 I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present your bodies a living 

sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable service. 

4. Your Faith. 

Philippians 2:17  
17 Yea, and if I be offered upon the sacrifice and service of your faith, I joy, and rejoice with you 

all. 

5. To Love God. 

Mark 12:33  
33 And to love him with all the heart, and with all the understanding, and with all the soul, and with 

all the strength, and to love his neighbour as himself, is more than all whole burnt offerings and 

sacrifices. 

6. Our Giving. 

Philippians 4:18  
18 But I have all, and abound: I am full, having received of Epaphroditus the things which were 

sent from you, an odour of a sweet smell, a sacrifice acceptable, wellpleasing to God. 

7. Our Lives. 

2 Timothy 4:6  
6 For I am now ready to be offered, and the time of my departure is at hand. 

acceptable to God by Jesus ChristéWe can only serve as priests as we do it through Jesus 

Christ. In ourselves, we have no priestly authority, but only in Jesus. 

The glory of the Chief Cornerstone, verses 6-8: 

Verse 6 Wherefore also it is contained in the scripture, Behold, I lay in Sion a chief corner stone, 

elect, precious: and he that believeth on him shall not be confounded. 

Behold I lay in Sion ... Sion is the poetic name for Jerusalem; and The laying of this precious 

cornerstone in Sion for a foundation signifies that the Christian Church was to begin in Jerusalem. 

This is the same as the foundation stone; and it is called here the chief corner stone because it is 

laid in the foundation, at an angle of the building where its two sides form the ground work of a 

side and end wall. Elect, preciousé Chosen and honorable.  

And he that believeth on him shall not be confoundedéShall not be ashamed 

Verse 7 Unto you therefore which believe he is precious: but unto them which be disobedient, the 

stone which the builders disallowed, the same is made the head of the corner, 
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Jesus is the cornerstone that keeps the Church together. There is nothing more precious than 

knowing you are saved. To know beyond a shadow of doubt that you will spend eternity with Him, 

is precious indeed.  

Designed to show that, in Jesus, both Jews and Gentiles were to be united; and this is probably the 

reason why it was called a stone of stumbling, and rock of offense; for nothing stumbled, nothing 

offended the Jews so much as the calling of the Gentiles into the Church of God, and admitting 

them to the same privileges which had been before peculiar to the Jews. 

Verse 8 And a stone of stumbling, and a rock of offence, even to them which stumble at the word, 

being disobedient: whereunto also they were appointed. 

Those who reject the Chief Cornerstone and refuse to build on Him instead stumble over Him. 

Instead of being their salvation, Jesus becomes to them a rock of offense. 

Concluding Thoughts: 

Jesus Christ is the cornerstone of Psalm 118, the stumbling stone of Isaiah 8, the foundation stone 

of Isaiah 28, the supernatural stone of Daniel 2, and the rock that miraculously gave Israel water 

in the wilderness (1 Corinthians 10:4). Is Jesus your Chief Cornerstone? 

CHRIST ; THE CORNERSTONE 

In Christ, the Law of Moses ended; and the gospel began. 

In Christ, the Old Testament ended; and the New Testament began. 

In Christ, all history split into B.C. and A.D. 

In Christ, the wicked find their doom, and the saints find their salvation. 

In Christ, the old Israel perished, and the Church began. 

In Christ, the infinite past and the infinite future met. 

In Christ, uniting God and man. 

In Christ, Jesus Christ is the cornerstone of salvation. Through Him we are justified, sanctified; 

through Him we receive the inheritance of eternal life. 

Jesus The Chief Cornerstone 

 

https://www.studylight.org/desk/index.cgi?q1=1%20Corinthians+10:4&t1=en_nas
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ũŴƆƇƂƅ šŴƁžLƆ ŧƂƇŸƆ ƂƁ: 1 ũŸƇŸƅ 

Chapter 2 Outline continuing: The privileged place of God's people, verses 9-10, How those 

who have come to Jesus are to live, verses 11-20, The example of Jesus (Suffering), verses 21-25. 

1 Peter 2  
 

The privileged place of God's people, verses 9-10: 
 

Verse 9 But ye are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, an holy nation, a peculiar people; 

that ye should shew forth the praises of him who hath called you out of darkness into his 

marvellous light; 

New Testament Borned Again Believers are: 

1. a chosen generationé Thatôs our election, 1 Peter chapter 1. 

2. a royal priesthoodé Priesthood of Believers ï Every believer has the privilege and 

responsibility of direct access to God. In the Old Testament the family of Aaron was designated 

as a priesthood to God. In the New Testament that priesthood becomes the birthright of every 

Christian. Like their Old Testament counterparts, believer-priests have the privilege of access to 

God. 

What Does it Mean to Be a Priest? 

Being a priest involves both opportunity and responsibility. In the Old Testament, a priest held a 

special place in the worship of God. Priests were responsible for certain aspects of worship, such 

as the sacrifice of animals. They served as mediators between the people and God. 

The High Priest, the head priest, was the only one, however, allowed to enter the Holiest of all- 

(Holy of Holies) in the Jewish temple. This especially sacred place was separated from the rest of 

the temple and from the other priests and worshippers by a great curtain or veil. 

With the life, death and resurrection of Jesus, all of this changed. No longer was the sacrifice of 

animals appropriate, because Christ, the Lamb of God, had given himself as a sacrifice for sin. 

This was a once-and-for-all act. 

At the crucifixion of Jesus, the great veil in the temple ñrent in twain from the top to the bottomò 

(Matthew 27:51), indicating that Jesus, the great High Priest, now mediated between God and 

humankind. No longer were priests of the Old Testament needed. Indeed, all who believe in Jesus 

become priests with direct access to God. Human mediators are no longer needed. We can go 

directly to God in prayer, confession, praise and worship. What an opportunity! 

But being a priest also carries responsibility. In the Old Testament, a priest in a sense represented 

God to the people. Today, the believer priest has responsibility to share his or her knowledge of 

God-Jesus-The Gospel with other persons, both in word and in deed. 

The believer priest has responsibility to bear witness to Godôs love as shown in Jesus Christ and 

to demonstrate Godôs love by ministering to persons in his name. This responsibility is carried out 

in various ways by The Believer-The Church, such as in evangelism, missions, ministry and social 

action to benefit others. 

Where Did the Concept of the Priesthood of Believers Come From? 
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Martin Luther, a leader in the Protestant Reformation, is often linked with the concept of the 

priesthood of believers. Luther challenged the Roman Catholic Churchôs emphasis on the special 

role played by the Roman Catholic priests. 

Luther insisted that every believer was a priest, with direct access to God. He did not call for the 

elimination of the role of pastors but indicated that all persons, not just pastors, had a priestly 

function. Even before Luther burst on the European church scene, various Christian groups had 

stressed the priesthood of believers. 

The Priesthood of The Believer 

The priesthood of each believer is tied closely to another concept, that of soul competency. Each 

person has a God-given competence to know and follow Godôs will. A decision to follow Christ 

as Lord and Savior is an individual decision; no one can make it for another. Being a believer priest 

is a gift from God, not a human achievement; it comes with salvation. 

Each believer priest is responsible for his or her own actions. Individual believers can go directly 

to God without the aid of any intermediary. Individuals can and should read the Bible without 

religious officials banning or dictating to them what to read. 

Believer priests are all equal to one another in Christ (Galatians 3:26-28). There is only one High 

Priest, that is Jesus Christ (Hebrews 7:23-8:13). 

Therefore, a church does not have only one priest. Potentially it has many who communicate the 

love and forgiveness of God and demonstrate concern and compassion of one believer for another. 

The Priesthood of Believers 

The New Testament also speaks of the priesthood of believers. Believer priests are part of the body 

of Christ. They form a community of believers. Although each believer priest is individually 

responsible to God, all believer priests are related to one another as brothers and sisters in Christ. 

This communal aspect of believer priesthood highlights the fact that being a Christian involves 

fellowship with other believers. This fellowship functions to encourage and assist the believer in 

Christian growth and ministry. How sad and difficult it would be to live the Christian life in 

isolation from other believers. 

The fellowship of believer priests also aids in interpreting the Bible and understanding Godôs will. 

Although each believer priest can and ought to read and interpret the Bible for herself or himself, 

the competent and wise believer will seek insight and understanding from other believer priests. 

By searching the teachings of believer priests in the past and by seeking out the wisdom of those 

in the present, persons are aided in their understanding of the Bible and of Godôs will. They do 

this by prayer, Bible study, meditation, discussion and decision. 

The church rests on the concept of the priesthood of believers. A church is made up of persons 

who have exercised their God-given competency by believing in Jesus as Savior and Lord and by 

voluntarily associating with a particular fellowship of believers. 

We are a continuedé 
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3. an holy nationéThe things that once exclusively belonged to Israel - their election 

(chosen), priesthood, and calling are now no longer the property of Israel alone. These are now 

the property of every Christian, and we have them in a greater and spiritual sense. 

Deuteronomy 7:6-8  

6 For thou art an holy people unto the Lord thy God: the Lord thy God hath chosen thee to be a 

special people unto himself, above all people that are upon the face of the earth. 

7 The Lord did not set his love upon you, nor choose you, because ye were more in number than 

any people; for ye were the fewest of all people: 

8 But because the Lord loved you, and because he would keep the oath which he had sworn unto 

your fathers, hath the Lord brought you out with a mighty hand, and redeemed you out of the house 

of bondmen, from the hand of Pharaoh king of Egypt. 

Just like Israel was freed from Pharaoh of Egypt, Christians are freed from The Devil!  

4. a peculiar peopleé In this verse, Peter is not saying that Christians are odd or unusual people, 

even though the modern world often looks at us that way. What this passage is communicating is 

that Christians or believers are people who belong to God, they are His own possession. Another 

way of saying it is that believers are ñGodôs own special people.ò In the King James Version the 

word peculiar was often used to refer to something belonging to someone, as in someoneôs 

property, ñGodôs Propertyò. 

Deuteronomy 14:2  
2 For thou art an holy people unto the LORD thy God, and the LORD hath chosen thee to be a 

peculiar people unto himself, above all the nations that are upon the earth. 

that ye should shew forth the praises of him who hath called you out of darkness into his 

marvellous lighté    The purpose for these high privileges is not so we can grow proud, but so 

that we can shew forth praises of Him who has done such great things for us! 

Each believer priest has a responsibility to be committed to Christ and to share Christ through 

word and deed. As Peter states here: to ñthat ye should shew forth the praises of him who hath 

called you out of darkness into his marvellous light;ò 

Since it is true that believers have a new life standard (chosen generation), a new access to God 

(royal priesthood), a new government (holy nation), and a new owner (His own peculiar 

people), it will affect the way the believer lives his/her life. That effect is described in the following 

verses. 

Verse 10 Which in time past were not a people, but are now the people of God: which had not 

obtained mercy, but now have obtained mercy. 

This is a quotation from Hosea 1:9, Hosea 1:10; Hosea 2:23, where the calling of the Gentiles, by 

the preaching of the Gospel, is foretold.  

Hosea 2:23  
23 And I will sow her unto me in the earth; and I will have mercy upon her that had not obtained 

mercy; and I will say to them which were not my people, Thou art my people; and they shall say, 

Thou art my God. 
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The love of God and of his overflowing mercy to all people, even to those who had fallen into 

shame and wickedness, are as wide as heaven and earth. The same outflowing love and mercy for 

the Gentile converts which marks much of the Pauline writings is also in evidence here. The "no 

people" are now the people of God; and the people without mercy have now received it through 

Christ. How wonderful indeed is such wonderful love! 

Mercy:  In this sense, there is perhaps no word in our language precisely synonymous 

with mercy. That which comes nearest to it is grace. It implies benevolence, tenderness, mildness, 

pity or compassion, and clemency, but exercised only towards offenders. mercy is a distinguishing 

attribute of the Supreme Being. ï Websterôs 1828 Dictionary 

How those who have come to Jesus are to live, verses 11-20: 

Verse 11 Dearly beloved, I beseech you as strangers and pilgrims, abstain from fleshly lusts, 

which war against the soul; 

Old Testament Cross Reference: Psalm 39:12  

12 Hear my prayer, O Lord, and give ear unto my cry; hold not thy peace at my tears: for I am a 

stranger with thee, and a sojourner, as all my fathers were. 

 ñStrangersò is speaking of people who are not native to the land.  

The word "pilgrim"  means, "one who journeys." 

We are not native to the world and weôre just strangers that journeys through the world. 

We can only abstain from fleshly lusts (sins) as we live as strangers and pilgrims, as we who 

recognize that this world is not their home, and that they have a home and a citizenship in heaven. 

What are some of the fleshly lusts weôre to abstain from? 

Galatians 5:19-21  
19 Now the works of the flesh are manifest, which are these; Adultery, fornication, uncleanness, 

lasciviousness, 

20 Idolatry, witchcraft, hatred, variance, emulations, wrath, strife, seditions, heresies, 

21 Envyings, murders, drunkenness, revellings, and such like: of the which I tell you before, as I 

have also told you in time past, that they which do such things shall not inherit the kingdom of 

God. 

Variance: Difference that produces dispute or controversy; disagreement; dissension; discord.  

Emulations: Contention; strife; competition; rivalry accompanied with a desire of depressing 

another. 

Seditions: Conduct or speech inciting people to rebel against the authority of a state or monarch. 

Synonyms: rabble-rousing, incitement to rebel, subversion, troublemaking, provocation; rebellion, 

insurrection, mutiny, insurgence, civil disorder. 

Revellings: Is excessive and rowdy overindulgence and lustful indulgence. 
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ñStrangers and pilgrimsò: In verses 11-20, Peter called his readers to a righteous life in a hostile 

world. Christians are strangers in a secular society because their citizenship is in heaven. There are 

3 perspectives from which Christians can look in the next few verses: 

1.      Strangers (verses 11-12) 

2.      Submitting Citizens (verses 13-17) 

3.      Servants (verses 18-20) 
 

abstain from fleshly lusts, which war against the soulé Peter understands that these fleshly 

lusts . . . war against the soul and spirit. To be a Christian means to fight against the lusts of the 

flesh, and the battle continues as long as we live in this flesh. 

The warfare a Christian is between the soul/spirit and the flesh. The metaphor of warfare is an apt 

one for the Christian life. That life is a constant struggle against many enemies, both within and 

without. The social order itself is basically hostile to Christianity, and the inward desires of the 

flesh and of the mind also constantly tend to erode spirituality.  

It is easy to see how the pursuit of fleshly lusts can destroy our physical body. Just ask the alcoholic 

dying of liver disease, or ask the sexually immoral person with AIDS or one of the 350,000 people 

on this earth who contracted a sexually transmitted disease in the last 24 hours. But Peter reminds 

us that fleshly lusts also war against the soul. Some escape disease in the physical body when 

they sin, but the disease and death of the inner man is a penalty that no one given over to the flesh 

escapes. 

The Bibleôs Answer to win the war against fleshly lusts: Galatians 5:16-17  
16 This I say then, Walk in the Spirit, and ye shall not fulfil the lust of the flesh. 

17 For the flesh lusteth against the Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh: and these are contrary the 

one to the other: so that ye cannot do the things that ye would. 

Verse 12 Having your conversation honest among the Gentiles: that, whereas they speak 

against you as evildoers, they may by your good works, which they shall behold, glorify God 

in the day of visitation. 

Having your conversation honest among the Gentiles: that, whereas they speak against you 

as evildoersé The winning of acceptance in a hostile environment as Strangers and pilgrims 

not native to the world is here described as the motivation for righteous behavior in the midst of 

the alien Gentile population. 

that, whereas they speak against you as evildoersé In Peterôs day, Christians were accused as 

evildoers. Some of the accusations were: 

1. They were accused of cannibalism ..., this took its rise from a perversion of the words of Jesus, 

"This is my body ... this is my blood, etc." They were accused of killing and eating a child at their 

feasts. 

2. They were accused of immorality and incest. The Agape, or love feast, was misrepresented as a 

sensual orgy. 

3. They were accused of turning slaves against their masters. 

4. They were accused of "hatred of mankind." 
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5. They were accused of disloyalty to Caesar, due to their refusal to worship the emperor. 

they may by your good works, which they shall behold, glorify God in the day of visitationé 

From Pastor Hankôs Sermon 1/17/16 Good Works! 

Christians ought to be Honest, Caring and Loving People towards the World, and Our Good Works 

are to be seen by them! 

And Godôs people ought to busy and doing Good Works for Him! 

As Christians, let 2016 be a Good Year for Good Works for Jehovah God, Amen! 

Now in our Good Works there are for four major components: 

1. Our Good Works are to be seen by a Lost and Dying World. 

Jesus said in Matthew 5:16 

16 Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works, and glorify your Father 

which is in heaven. 

Good Works Physical, Charity: 

James 1:27 says: 

 27Pure religion and undefiled before God and the Father is this, To visit the fatherless and widows 

in their affliction, and to keep himself unspotted from the world. 

Good Works Spiritual, Pray for each other! 

James 5:16 says: 

16Confess your faults one to another, and pray one for another, that ye may be healed. The 

effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man availeth much. 

ñPrayer is a very precious medicine, one that helps and never fails.ò ï Martin Luther 

2. Our Good Works are to be seen by God. 

Bible reading, Faithful Church Attendance 

2 Timothy 2:15 

15 Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly 

dividing the word of truth. 

Hebrews 10:25 says: 

25Not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as the manner of some is; but exhorting one 

another: and so much the more, as ye see the day approaching. 

3. Weôre to do Good Works in The Church! 

Hebrews 10:24 

24 And let us consider one another to provoke unto love and to good works: 
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Paul writing to the Church in Colosse in: Colossians 3:16 

16Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom; teaching and admonishing one another 

in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing with grace in your hearts to the Lord. 

Wisdom, Teaching, Singing and Good Works starts in Church! 

4. Weôre to do Good Works for Ourselves. 

Because if you do Good Works for Others, Others will benefit and God is then pleased and God 

then gets the Glory!  

And you know what happens to us? 

We feel better, God Blesses us, we have that Peace that passes all understanding. 

Ephesians 2:10 

10 For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good works, which God hath before 

ordained that we should walk in them. 

Amen, Amen and Amen! 
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ũŴƆƇƂƅ šŴƁžLƆ Notes on: 1 Peter 

Chapter 2 Outline continuing: How those who have come to Jesus are to live, verses 11-20, The 

example of Jesus (Suffering), verses 21-25. 1 Peter 2:  

How those who have come to Jesus are to live, verses 11-20: The Submitting Citizen. 

Verse 13 Submit yourselves to every ordinance of man for the Lord's sake: whether it be to the 

king, as supreme; 

SubmitéAs Christians we should be good citizens, submitting to government. This was very 

different from those zealous Jews in Peter's day who recognized no king but God and paid taxes 

to no one except God. 

Peter wrote this in the days of the Roman Empire, which was not a democracy and no special 

friend to Christians. Yet he still recognized the legitimate authority of the Roman government. 

This command is not absolute, as the next phrase indicates. 

For the Lord's sake ... Jesus is still Lord; and under certain circumstances, Peter himself affirmed 

that "We must obey God rather than men" (Acts 5:29). For the Lord's sakeé This is why we 

obey the government. Since governments have a rightful authority from God, we are bound to 

obey them - unless, of course, they order us to do something in contradiction to God's law.   

An Ordinance of Man are: Rules and Laws created by Man for the Control of Man. 

Man makes a Ordinance that says that if youôre driving your car 95 mph in a 30mph, you are 

speeding and you can get a Summons or Arrested. I believe that God approves that Ordinance. 

What about the Ordinance of Abortion? What about the Law of Homosexual Marriage? What 

about the State Liquor and Tobacco Laws where the Govôt reaps a great amount of Revenue? 

Do you think that God has ordained and approved these Laws? 

The ungodly Nero was emperor when Paul wrote Romans 13, and Paul had been in jail several 

times for breaking the law of the land. Do you think that God approved when His Apostle was put 

in jail for Preaching The Gospel? 

The Christians must answer No! God has never given man the Authority to overrule His Law, and 

every Christian has an obligation to God and to stand for His truth no matter how much the Govôt 

may persecute him. 

Now, God allows evil Rules to Reign. Hitler, Stalin, Mao, Castro, Kim Jung Il, God even allows 

The Devil to be a Ruler. 

Ephesians 2:2 

2 Wherein in time past ye walked according to the course of this world, according to the prince of 

the power of the air, the spirit that now worketh in the children of disobedience: 

Submit means: To yield, resign or surrender to the power, will or authority of another. 

Some Things weôre to Submit to: 

https://www.studylight.org/desk/index.cgi?q1=Acts+5:29&t1=en_nas
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1. God 

James 4:7  
7 Submit yourselves therefore to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you. 

2. Older People. 

1 Peter 5:5  
5 Likewise, ye younger, submit yourselves unto the elder. Yea, all of you be subject one to another, 

and be clothed with humility: for God resisteth the proud, and giveth grace to the humble. 

3. Church Leadership. 

Hebrews 13:17 
17 Obey them that have the rule over you, and submit yourselves: for they watch for your souls, as 

they that must give account, that they may do it with joy, and not with grief: for that is unprofitable 

for you. 

4. Marriage 

Ephesians 5:22  

22 Wives, submit yourselves unto your own husbands, as unto the Lord. 

Later, Peter tells us men in 1 Peter 3:7:  

7 Likewise, ye husbands, dwell with them according to knowledge, giving honour unto the wife, 

as unto the weaker vessel, and as being heirs together of the grace of life; that your prayers be not 

hindered. 

Paul says in 1 Corinthians 7:3:  

3 Let the husband render unto the wife due benevolence: and likewise also the wife unto the 

husband. 

The word ñbenevolenceò means, ñgoodwill, kindness.ò ñGoodwillò means, ña disposition to 

kindness and compassion.ò Hence, the husband is to be a nice guy! Heôs not to be a tyrant jerk. God 

COMMANDS the husband to be kind and compassionate. This is the wifeôs ñDUEò treatment. A 

husband is not supposed to bring his job frustrations home with him to take out on the wife.  The 

husband is to deal with the wife ñaccording to knowledgeò the Bible says (1 Peter 3:7).  This means 

use your head guys, youôre in charge!   You get more bears with honey. 

5. The Government/Kingé 1 Peter 2:13 

6. Mutual Submission. 

Ephesians 5:21  
21 Submitting yourselves one to another in the fear of God. 

Verse 14 Or unto governors, as unto them that are sent by him for the punishment of evildoers, 

and for the praise of them that do well. 
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Or unto governors, as unto them that are sent by him... Actually in Rome at the time of Peter's 

writing, the emperor was the only actual ruler, the many governors of the provinces being no more 

than deputies whose authority and tenure were subject absolutely to the whim of the current Caesar. 

Among such governors mentioned in the New Testament were Pilate, Felix, and Festus. 

for the punishment of evildoers.. The breakers of the laws of God and men, on whom punishment 

is to be inflicted, by the civil officials, for the breaking of them. Punishments include: scourgings, 

imprisonment, and death itself, according as the crimes are. 

and for the praise of them that do wellé Those who behave according to the laws of God and 

nations, and are obedient to officials, and subject to every ordinance; these have praise of men, of 

officials, and are rewarded by them; by protecting their persons, defending their properties, and 

preserving them in the peaceable enjoyment of their estates, possessions  their protection, security, 

and comfort. 

Verse 15 For so is the will of God, that with well doing ye may put to silence the ignorance of 

foolish men: 

Peter knew that our conduct is a way to defend the gospel. He knew that those who never read the 

Bible will read our lives, so it is by well doing (doing good-our good conduct) that we put to 

silence the ignorance of foolish men. 

Verse 16 As free, and not using your liberty  for a cloke of maliciousness, but as the servants of God. 

We are warned against taking the liberty  we have in Jesus as an excuse for sin. Instead we use 

our liberty  in Jesus to show the kind of love and respect that Peter calls for. 

Verse 17 Honour all men. Love the brotherhood. Fear God. Honour the king. 

Honour all mené by showing them proper respect. Every person is entitled to honor because of 

one attribute or another. 

Paul tells us in Galatians 6:10  

10 As we have therefore opportunity, let us do good unto all men, especially unto them who are 

of the household of faith. 

Love the brotherhoodé We are to love our Brothers and Sisters in Christ, who are born of God, 

are members of Christ, and of the same body, and have the same spirit, belong to the same family, 

and are of the household of faith, let them be of any nation, or in whatsoever circumstances of life.  

Fear Godé We are not only to love God as the Father, but to have reverent fear of Him, as well. 

Honour the kingé Honour is to be shown for the office of the king. All who are in office are not 

to our liking, but we are commanded of God to honor the office. 
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ũŴƆƇƂƅ šŴƁžLƆ ŧƂƇŸƆ ƂƁ: 1 ũŸƇŸƅ 

Chapter 2 Outline continuing: How those who have come to Jesus are to live, verses 11-20, The 

example of Jesus (Suffering), verses 21-25. 1 Peter 2:  

There are 3 perspectives from which Christians can look in chapter 2, weôre: 

1.      Strangers in a Foreign Land (verses 11-12) 

2.      Submitting Citizens to the Govôt. (verses 13-17) 

3.      Servants (verses 18-20) 

Verse 18 Servants, be subject to your masters with all fear; not only to the good and gentle, but also 

to the froward . 

Servants:  Greek, ñhousehold servantsò: not the Greek for ñslaves.ò Peter instructs Household 

servants to be in subjection to their masters with all fear, not only to the good and gentle, but also 

to the harsh. The master, in this case, would be the employer.  

Peter's instructions here are in full harmony with Paul's instructions to the Ephesians and the 

Colossians (Ephesians 5:6; Colossians 3:22). 

Colossians 3:22-23  
22 Servants, obey in all things your masters according to the flesh; not with eyeservice, as 

menpleasers; but in singleness of heart, fearing God; 

23 And whatsoever ye do, do it heartily, as to the Lord, and not unto men; 

Froward means: Crooked, perverse: harsh, unmerciful. Even such wicked masters were to be 

honored and faithfully served by the Christians who were servants. 

As Christians every job we do, even a lowly one, must be done the best we can as unto the Lord! 

Modern Day Bad Boss: 
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Verse 19 For this is thankworthy, if a man for conscience toward God endure grief, suffering 

wrongfully . 

God is pleased if for conscience sake we endure grief and suffering wrongfully . To endure 

hardship of any kind, in the name of the Lord, is to be praised. 

Verse 20 For what glory is it, if, when ye be buffeted for your faults, ye shall take it patiently? but 

if, when ye do well, and suffer for it, ye take it patiently, this is acceptable with God. 

One of Peterôs Key words: Suffer, Suffered, Suffering = Used 13 times in 11 verses. 

 OCT 28, 2014: How A Bad Boss Can Make You Sick, by Amy Rees Anderson 

Life is short but apparently it can become a lot shorter if you spend your days dealing with a bad 

boss. In a recent study performed by Keas.com they found that 77% of employees experienced 

physical symptoms of stress from bad bosses and workers who had inconsiderate or 

uncommunicative managers were 60% more likely to suffer heart trauma.  An Inc. study cited that 

workers who have poor relationships with their bosses are 30% more likely to suffer coronary 

heart disease. Thatôs right people, your bad boss could quite literally be making you sick! 

It is estimated that three out of every four employees reports that their boss is the worst and most 

stressful part of their job and 65% of employees said they would take a new boss over a pay raise 

(Inc.). Could the statistics scream any louder that we have far too many bad bosses out there? 

And one has to ask the question, ñDo these bosses set out to be bad, and are they even aware that 

they are bad?ò I would guess that most bosses donôt set out to be bad. I would also guess that most 

of them may be completely unaware of just how bad they are. You see the difficulty is that most 

of us judge ourselves by our intentions, while others judge us based on our behavior. So the fact 

is that most bosses may feel they have perfectly good intentions and therefore they justify or 

disregard their own bad behavior and as a result employees are left to suffer the effects of dealing 

with a bad boss. 

We Judge Ourselves by our Intentions. Others Judge us based on our Behavior. 

So what makes a boss a bad boss? Here are a few thoughts on how to tell if your manager falls 

into the ñbadò category of bosses: 

¶ They donôt communicate a clear vision for the future 

¶ They selectively communicate with only a few people, leaving all others to feel devalued 

and left out 

¶ They lack enthusiasm and passion for the work the company is doing 

¶ They fail to inspire their employees 

¶ They accept mediocrity rather than motivating excellence 

¶ They pick and choose who they will value rather than valuing the team as a whole 

¶ They fail to communicate clear expectations 

¶ They reward based on brownnosing rather than performance and impact 
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¶ They withhold compliments, even when a compliment has been earned 

¶ They attack people rather than attacking performance 

¶ They make decisions off rumors rather than taking time to gather appropriate facts 

¶ They donôt follow through on their commitments to employees 

¶ They fail to communicateéperiod 

¶ They fail to recognize and give credit to employees for efforts and accomplishments 

¶ They place blame on others rather than owning mistakes themselves 

¶ They are insecure with themselves which often leads to behaving mean, paranoid, and 

vindictive, amongst other damaging behaviors 

¶ They avoid difficult situations rather than handling them head on 

¶ They lack the courage to do the right thing 

If reading that list caused you to feel heart pain, you may very well be risking your health! So what 

can you do about it? The obvious answer is to quit and go work for a good boss, but not everyone 

is in a position where they can afford to walk out on their job until they find a new one. So what 

do you do in the meantime? Here are four ideas that might help: 

1. Try to focus on their good qualities. Everyone has at least one, so find it and be appreciative 

of it. 

2. Set an example of how a great leader behaves in the hopes that your bad boss will take note 

and learn from you. The most powerful teaching mechanism is to lead by example, even if 

this case where you are leading from behind. Remember that your bad boss may be the bi-

product of their own bad boss and you may be the first to set the example of how a great 

leader should behave. 

3. Donôt ever let your bad boss become an excuse for you to behave badly. Despite your bad 
boss, the right thing for you to do is to continue to be the very best you can be at your job. 

Your reputation and integrity will follow you for years to come so never do anything that 

would mar that. Chances are that other employers will hear of your bad bossô reputation 

and the fact that you still put your best effort into the job will speak volumes about what 

an amazing employee you will be when they hire you. 

4. Try to learn the ñwhat not to doôsò from your bad boss until you can work for a good one. 
Chances are that one day you will be a boss too and any lessons you learn now will help 

you to behave better when the mantel of leadership is placed on your shoulders. 

ñIt is your reaction to adversity, not the adversity itself, that determines how your life story will 

develop.ò ï Dieter F. Uchtdorf. 

Remember that you canôt control other people, you can only control your reaction to them, so 

always do your best to react in a way that you can look back on and feel proud. Your heart will 

thank you later. 

Interesting Article, but what should a Christian do if they have a bad Boss? 
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PRAY for Him/Her! Ding, Ding Ding! 

Father God, I pray today for my supervisor [name] and for all those who you have been given 

authority over me at [Company Name].  I pray that you would bless each of them and that you 

would meet the needs that they have according to your riches and glory in Christ Jesus.  I pray 

specifically also for my supervisor [name] today that you would be in the midst of all [his, her] 

interactions today. 

I pray that you would grant [supervisor name] success in the work that you have called them to do 

as a supervisor and that you would help [him, her] make good decisions that will help our 

department grow in the right direction and build good and healthy relationships among all 

employees. 

May [he, she] be open to new ideas that our department employees may bring to the table to help 

make our work more effective and may through that openness may our department have more 

unity.  Lead [him, her] by your spirit today. 

I pray that you will help me to be an encourager of [him/her] and that there will be a mutual respect 

that we have for one another whether we agree to disagree with everything or not. 

I pray that you will help me to submit to [his, her] authority and to be open to constructive criticism 

from [him/her]. 

Lord if there is anything going on in [his/her] life that may be causing any stress or tension that 

would affect [his, her] ability to be fair today or to communicate in a way that would please you, 

I pray that you would move in whatever the situation may be. 

I pray for [his, her] health and relationships with all employees and with [his/her] boss as well as 

husbands, wives, children and all family members.  I pray for finances, and most importantly, that 

[he, she] know you and fulfill the purpose and calling that you have ordained for [his, her] life. 

Let my light shine today so that [he/she] will see Christ in me and if [he/she] does not know you 

may my character and conduct draw them to know you because you said in your word that ñif you 

be lifted up that you would draw all men unto youò so if my life lifts you up then you will draw 

[him/her] unto to you by your spirit. 

I pray with great expectation.  In Jesus Name I pray. Amen 

The example of Jesus (Suffering), verses 21-25: 

Verse 21 For even hereunto were ye called: because Christ also suffered for us, leaving us an 

example, that ye should follow his steps: 

This and the following four verses are some of the noblest Scripture in all the Bible. In these five 

verses, there are no less than six references to Christ as the Suffering Servant, as depicted in Isaiah 

53. 

Isaiah 53:4  
4 Surely he hath borne our griefs, and carried our sorrows: yet we did esteem him stricken, smitten 

of God, and afflicted. 
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Hereunto were ye calledéWe were called to a state of suffering when we were called to be 

Christians; for the world cannot endure the yoke of Christ, and they that will live godly in Christ 

will suffer persecution (2 Timothy 3:12); they will meet with it in one form or other. 

Christ also suffered for usé Jesus didnôt suffer because He was bad, He suffered because we 

were bad! 

Leaving us an example, that ye should follow his stepsé Jesus left us the example of His 

meekness and gentleness; for when he was reviled, he reviled not again and He suffered. As 

Christians we cannot expect to fare better than our master. We will suffer! Follow: follow closely. 

Verse 22 Who did no sin, neither was guile found in his mouth: 

Who did no siné Romans 3:23 says ñFor all have sinned, and come short of the glory of Godò 

Remember, Jesus is God and committed no Sins. He was Sinless!                                                                            

The Sinlessness of Jesus is clearly taught in the Bible: 

2 Corinthians 5:21  
21 For he hath made him to be sin for us, who knew no sin; that we might be made the righteousness 

of God in him. 

Hebrews 4:15  
15 For we have not an high priest which cannot be touched with the feeling of our infirmities; but 

was in all points tempted like as we are, yet without sin. 

1 John 3:5  
5 And ye know that he was manifested to take away our sins; and in him is no sin. 

Hebrews 9:14  
14 How much more shall the blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered himself without 

spot to God, purge your conscience from dead works to serve the living God? 

1 Peter 1:19  
19 But with the precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb without blemish and without spot: 

Hebrews 7:26  
26 For such an high priest became us, who is holy, harmless, undefiled, separate from sinners, 

and made higher than the heavens; 

John 8:46  
46 Which of you convinceth me of sin? And if I say the truth, why do ye not believe me? 

Jesus was Sinless yet Human, Luke 9:22 Jesus is ñThe Son of Manò. 

One problem arises from a study of the Sinlessness of Jesus. Some have asked, "If Jesus never 

sinned, was he truly human?" Wayne Grudem writes: 

"The key to understanding the duality of Christ's human nature and His Sinlessness is 

understanding that sin, as part of the human condition, is not the normal condition. God did not 

create us as sinners, but as a result of the fall, sin has marred our lives. Christ's Sinlessness is made 

clear in Scripture, from His 40 days in the desert, where Satan tempted Christ but failed to entice 

him in to sin, to the time of the beginning of His ministry where " And the child grew, and waxed 
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strong in spirit, filled with wisdom: and the grace of God was upon him " (Luke 2:40)." Systematic 

Theology, Chapter 26 

Neither was guile found in his mouthé Cross Reference: 

Isaiah 53:9  
9 And he made his grave with the wicked, and with the rich in his death; because he had done no 

violence, neither was any deceit in his mouth. 

Verse 23 Who, when he was reviled, reviled not again; when he suffered, he threatened not; but 

committed himself to him that judgeth righteously: 

Peter continues to speak partly under the influence of Isaiahôs description: 

Isaiah 53:7  
7 He was oppressed, and he was afflicted, yet he opened not his mouth: he is brought as a lamb to 

the slaughter, and as a sheep before her shearers is dumb, so he openeth not his mouth. 

Who, when he was reviled, reviled not again - He did not use harsh and scornful words in return 

for those which he received His suffering from: He was reviled. He was accused of being a 

rebellious man; spoken of as a deceiver; charged with being in league with Beelzebub, the ñprince 

of the devilsò and condemned as a blasphemer against God.  

When he suffered, he threatened noté That is, when he suffered injustice from others, in his 

trial and in his death, he did not threaten punishment. He did not call down the wrath of heaven.  

but committed himself to him that judgeth righteouslyé This means to hand oneself over to 

someone to keep. Christ was ñdeliveredò to Pilate (John 9:11); Pilate ñhanded Him overò to the 

Jews (John 19:16); Christ ñhanded overò Himself to God. 

Isaiah 53:8  
8 He was taken from prison and from judgment: and who shall declare his generation? for he was 

cut off out of the land of the living: for the transgression of my people was he stricken. 

Verse 24 Who his own self bare our sins in his own body on the tree, that we, being dead to sins, 

should live unto righteousness: by whose stripes ye were healed. 

Jesus bore our sins as sin-bearing substitute, and provided for our healing (by whose stripes ye 

were healed). 

By whose stripes ye were healed ... What kind of Holy medicine is this, in which the Great 

Physician pays the price and the sufferer receives the healing! Jesus, of course, was chastised 

literally; his precious body was marked with the stripes that redeemed us. 

Verse 24 here is great Bible Doctrine of the Substitutionary Atonement and is the heart of the 

gospel. The Substitutionary Atonement, sufficient for the sins of the whole world, was made for 

all. The substitutionary atonement refers to Jesus Christ dying as a substitute for sinners. The 

Scriptures teach that all men are sinners (Romans 3:23). The penalty for our sinfulness is death 

(Romans 6:23). Jesus Christ died in our place when He was crucified on the cross. We deserved 

to be the ones placed on that cross to die because we are the ones who live sinful lives. But Christ 

took the punishment on Himself in our placeðHe substituted Himself for us and took what we 

rightly deserved.  
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1 John 2:2 2 And he is the propitiation for our sins: and not for ours only, but also for the sins of 

the whole world. 

Isaiah 53:5  
5 But he was wounded for our transgressions, he was bruised for our iniquities: the chastisement 

of our peace was upon him; and with his stripes we are healed. 

Verse 25 For ye were as sheep going astray; but are now returned unto the Shepherd and Bishop of 

your souls. 

Isaiah 53:6  
6 All we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned every one to his own way; and the LORD hath 

laid on him the iniquity of us all. 

If not for the work of Jesus we would still be going astray. 

ñJesus who bears the office of a Shepherd, and fully performs it by feeding his sheep, providing a 

good fold and pasture for them; by gathering the lambs in his arms, and gently leading those that 

are with young; by healing their diseases, and preserving them from beasts of prey; hence he is 

called the good, the great, and chief Shepherd: and he is the "Bishop" or "Overseer" of the souls 

of his people, though not to the exclusion of their bodies: he has took the oversight of them 

willingly, and looks well to his flock, inspects into their cases, and often visits them, and never 

forsakes them; nor will he leave them till they receive the end of their faith, the salvation of their 

souls; which he has undertook and effected by his obedience, sufferings and death.ò ï John Gill 

John 10:14  
14 I am the good shepherd, and know my sheep, and am known of mine. 

It should be noted that Peter does not try to take on himself the role of Shepherd. To him there was 

only One Shepherd and Bishop capable of this, and that was Jesus Christ Himself. He alone is the 

true Shepherd Who cares for the sheep. He alone could say, óMy sheep hear My voice, and I know 

them, and they follow Me, and I give to them eternal life, and they will never perish and no one 

shall pluck them from My hand (John 10:27-28). 

Jesus as the Shepherd is also found in 1 Peter 5:4; Hebrews 13:20; Revelation 7:17 and: 

Psalm 23  

1 The LORD is my shepherd; I shall not want. 

2 He maketh me to lie down in green pastures: he leadeth me beside the still waters. 

3 He restoreth my soul: he leadeth me in the paths of righteousness for his name's sake. 

4 Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil: for thou art with 

me; thy rod and thy staff they comfort me. 

5 Thou preparest a table before me in the presence of mine enemies: thou anointest my head with 

oil; my cup runneth over. 

6 Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life: and I will dwell in the house 

of the LORD for ever. 
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ũŴƆƇƂƅ šŴƁžLƆ ŧƂƇŸƆ ƂƁ: 1 Peter 

Chapter 3 Outline: Peter in this chapter continues to give instructions to classes or groups of 

people: (1) to wives; Verses 1-6), (2) to husbands; Verse 7; (3) to the community of Christians as 

a whole; Verses 8-12 and then with the looming terror of the Neronian persecution in mind, he 

spoke of the blessedness of suffering for righteousness sake Verses 13-22. 

Instructions to Wives, verses 1-6: 

Verse 1 Likewise, ye wives, be in subjection to your own husbands; 

that, if any obey not the word, they also may without the word be won by the conversation of the 

wives; 

Likewiseé In chapter 2, Peter taught that living successfully as a Christian in a hostile world 

would require submitting properly in two places; the Government (2:13-17), and the Workplace 

(2:18-25). At the start of this chapter, he added two more places: the Family (verses 10:7) and the 

Family of God (verses 8-9). 

As Christ gave us His perfect example of willing and complete submission (1Peter 2:21,-23, 1Peter 

2:24- 25), Peter says in the same waywives are to submit to their own husbands 

ye wives, be in subjection to your own husbandsé Peter carefully observed that wives are called 

to submit to their own husbands and not to all men in a general sense. Male headship is God's 

commanded principle for the home and the church, not for society in general. 

Submission involves at least four things. First , it begins with an attitude of obedience oneself to 

God (1Peter 2:21). The focus of our life must be on Jesus Christ-our example. Second, submission 

requires respectful behavior (1Peter 3:1-2). Third , submission involves the development of a 

godly character (1Peter 3:3-5). Fourth , submission includes doing what is right (1Peter 3:6). 

Submission is important for oneness in marriage 

 

https://www.studylight.org/desk/index.cgi?q1=1%20Peter+3:1-6&t1=en_nas
http://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/1%20Pet%202.23
http://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/1%20Pet%203.1
http://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/1Pe%203.2
http://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/1%20Pet%203.3
http://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/1Pe%203.4
http://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/1%20Pet%203.6
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In Ephesians 5, husbands are to provide loving leadership by submitting-following the example of 

Christ and wives are to willingly follow that leadership in the home. Listen. Husbands and wives 

are equal before God but they are not identical. A wife is to accept her place in the family under 

the leadership of her husband whom God has placed as head in the home. 

if any obey not the wordé This refers to an unbelieving husband, but it is a stronger idea than 

merely "do not believe." It has the idea of someone in active disobedience to God's word. 

Even these husbands can be won through the godly conduct (conversation) of loving wives. 

They also may without the word be won - In some other way than by preaching. This I does not 

mean that they would be converted independently of the influence of truth - for truth is always the 

instrument of conversion, James 1:18; John 17:17; but that it was to be by another influence than 

preaching== by their conduct-conversation. 

Women, do not nag your husband to become a Christian, which will run him off. Show him the 

love that is in you that was placed there when you became a Christian. He will almost certainly 

come to Christ, if he can see Christ in you. Just because the wife is a Christian, and perhaps her 

husband is not, does not give her the right to rule over him. Show him that you respect his authority 

in the home. 

By the conversation of the wivesé By the conduct or behavior of their wives. 

 

Verse 2 While they behold your chaste conversation coupled with fear. 

While they behold your chaste conversation... Wives should show cheerful subjection, strong 

affection, and unbreakable attachment to their husbands, with strict regard to the honour of the 

marriage state, and to the preserving of the bed undefiled (Hebrews 13:4). 

coupled with fearé with reverence of their husbands, giving them due honour, and showing all 

proper respect; or with the fear of God, which being before their eyes, and upon their hearts, 

engages them to such an agreeable conversation-conduct. 
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Verse 3 Whose adorning let it not be that outward adorning of plaiting  the hair, and of wearing of 

gold, or of putting on of apparel; 

Does this mean that it is a sin for a Christian woman to wear a gold jewel, or to braid her hair 

(plaiting) , or to put on clothes? No! 

This adorning is overdressing. The Woman of God is to dress modestly. 

1 Timothy 2:9  
9 In like manner also, that women adorn themselves in modest apparel, with shamefacedness and 

sobriety; not with broided hair, or gold, or pearls, or costly array; 

 

Isaiah 3:24  
24 And it shall come to pass, that instead of sweet smell there shall be stink; and instead of a girdle 

a rent; and instead of well set hair baldness; and instead of a stomacher a girding of sackcloth; and 

burning instead of beauty. 

The beauty of woman should not be an outward beauty, but the beauty of Christ within her. All of 

these things spoken of above draw attention to the flesh of the woman. True beauty comes from 

within.                                                                                                                                                                                                                  

Interestingé       



52 
 

Verse 4 But let it be the hidden man of the heart, in that which is not corruptible, even the ornament 

of a meek and quiet spirit, which is in the sight of God of great price. 

Hidden... Peter warns us in verse 3 about being outwardly. The inner man, which the Christian 

instinctively hides from public view. 

hidden mané means mankind, not someone of the male gender. Peter is speaking to both men 

and women in chapter 3. 

Cross reference: The "hidden man" is the same as Paul's "inner man". 

Ephesians 3:16  
16 That he would grant you, according to the riches of his glory, to be strengthened with might by 

his Spirit in the inner man; 

This ñhidden man of the heartò is none other than the new creature created in the heart by the Holy 

Ghost in regeneration. The ñpurity of a meek and quiet spirit, which before God is perfection 

complete,ò is a duplicated and powerful statement of Christian perfection, the second work of 

grace. Hence the Holy Ghost says that the constituents of her beauty, i.e., regeneration and entire 

sanctification, constituting ñthe beauty of holiness,ò throw into eclipse all the phantasmagoria of 

jewelry, finery, artistic fashions and diabolical styles, which would only bankrupt and disgust her 

husband, leaving him unsaved, ruin her health, inflate her vanity and send her own soul to hell. - 

William Godbey 

Verse 5 For after this manner in the old time the holy women also, who trusted in God, adorned 

themselves, being in subjection unto their own husbands: 

Who trusted in Godé  The women who trust not in God are fond of that outward adorning of 

plaiting the hair, and of wearing of gold, or of putting on of apparel; those women who trust 

in God follow God, The Bible and their Husbands. 

We see the example of the role of women in the home in regard to their husbands. Certain Old 

Testament saints (particular Sarah, verse 6, are models of inner beauty, character, modesty, and 

submissiveness to their husbands  

Verse 6 Even as Sara obeyed Abraham, calling him lord: whose daughters ye are, as long as ye do 

well, and are not afraid with any amazement. 

Notice lord is not capitalized in the verse above. Sara's Lord is God. This, again, is speaking of the 

authority the husband has over the wife in the family. Women, we took their names. They did not 

take our names. Sara obeyed Abraham, because he was her husband. 

Verse 7 Likewise, ye husbands, dwell with them according to knowledge, 

giving honour unto the wife, as unto the weaker vessel, and as 

being heirs together of the grace of life; that your prayers be not hindered. 

In Christianity, obligations are never a one-way street, but reciprocal by nature. If workers have 

obligations, so do their Bosses; if children have duties toward their parents, so do parents have 

duties toward their children; if wives have duties to fulfill, so do their husbands.  
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ye husbands, dwell with themé A godly husband lives with his wife. He doesn't merely share a 

house, but he truly lives with her. 

giving honour unto the wifeé ***Note: It was an important advance made in society when the 

Christian religion gave such a direction as this, for everywhere among the pagan, and under all 

false systems of religion, woman has been regarded as worthy of little honor or respect. She has 

been considered as a slave, or as a mere instrument to gratify the passions of man. It is one of the 

fundamental doctrines of Christianity, however, that woman is to be treated with respect; and one 

of the first and most marked effects of religion on society is to elevate the wife to a condition in 

which she will be worthy of esteem.  

 

10 Worst Countries for Women, From: www.wonderslist.com/10-worst-countries-for-women 

The image of the 21st century woman is confident, prosperous, glowing with health and beauty. 

But for many of the 3.3 billion female occupants of our planet, the perks of the cyber age never 

arrived. As International Womenôs Day is celebrated every year, they continue to feel the age-old 

lash of violence, repression, isolation, enforced ignorance and discrimination. Many countries, 

there in the world victim of violence against women. Here is a list of ten worst countries for live 

as a women. 

10. Iraq 

 
The US-led invasion to ñliberateò Iraq from the hanged Saddam Hussain, imprisoned women in 

an inferno of sectarian violence that targets women and girls. The literacy rate, once the highest 

in the Arab world, is now among the lowest. 

http://www.wonderslist.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/03/Iraq-Women.jpg
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9. Pakistan 

 

In some tribal areas, women are gang raped as punishment for menôs crimes. But honor killing is 

more widespread, and a renewed wave of religious extremism is targeting female politicians, 

human rights workers and lawyers. Women are victims of violence and abuse, and the country still 

lacks a law against domestic violence. Last year the country saw around 1000 honor killings of 

women and girls, a practice that has been exported to the West. 90 percent of women experience 

domestic violence in their lifetimes; women earn 82 percent less than men. 

8. India 

 
Women account for 39 percent of all adult HIV infections in India. Domestic violence in India is 

endemic and widespread predominantly against women. Around 70% of women in India are 

victims of domestic violence, according to Renuka Chowdhury junior minister for women and 

child development. National Crime Records Bureau reveal that a crime against a women is 

committed every three minutes, a women is raped every 29 minutes, a dowry death occurs every 

77 minutes and one case of cruelty committed by either the husband or relative of the victim occurs 

every nine minutes. 50 million girls were killed in the past century in the practice of female 

infanticide or foeticide; around 100 million women and girls are estimated to be victim of human 

trafficking; 44.5 percent of girls are married before the age of 18. 

7. Somalia 

 
In the Somalia capital, Mogadishu, a vicious civil war has put women, who were the 

traditional ministry of the family, under attack. 95 percent of girls face genital mutilation mostly 

between the ages of 4 and 11; only 7.5 percent of parliament seats are held by women; only 9 

percent of women give birth in a health facility. 

http://www.wonderslist.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/03/women-protests-in-pakistan.jpg
http://www.wonderslist.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/03/Indiaian-woman-protests.jpg
http://www.wonderslist.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/03/Women-in-Somalia.jpg
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6. Mali 

 
In Mali, one of the worldôs poorest countries, few women escape torture of genital mutilation. 

Many of them are forced into early marriages, and one in ten dies in pregnancy or childbirth. There 

are no laws against female genital mutilation in Mali, and a large number of women have been 

subjected to it. 

5. Guatemala 

 
The impoverished female under-class of Guatemala faces domestic violence, rape and the second 

highest rate of HIV/AIDS after Sub-Saharan Africa. 

4. Sudan 

 
While Sudanese women have made strides under reformed laws, the plight of those in Darfur, in 

westren Sudan, has worsened. Abduction, rape or forced displacement has destroyed more than 

one million womenôs lives since year 2003. 

3. Democratic Republic of Congo 

 

http://www.wonderslist.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/03/women-in-mali.jpg
http://www.wonderslist.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/03/Guatemalan-women.jpg
http://www.wonderslist.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/03/women-sudan.jpg
http://www.wonderslist.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/03/Women-in-Congo.jpg

