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Pastor Hank’s Notes on: The Gospel of Mark 

Mark Chapter 6 

Events related in Mark 6 are: (1) rejection of Jesus at Nazareth (Mark 6:1-6); (2) sending forth of 

the Twelve (Mark 6:7-13); (3) the beheading of John the Baptist (Mark 6:14-29); (4) the feeding 

of the five thousand (Mark 6:30-44); (5) walking on the sea (Mark 6:45-52); and (6) preaching and 

healing in Gennesaret (Mark 6:53-56). 

Jesus Rejected at Nazareth: 

Mark 6  

1 And he went out from thence, and came into his own country; and his disciples follow him. 

“into his own country” Refers to Nazareth, located some fifteen miles from Capernaum. That 

was the home of Joseph and Mary; there Jesus grew up; and from its name the Lord came to be 

called a "Nazarene" (Matthew 2:23; Mark 1:24). 

Matthew 2:23  
23 And he came and dwelt in a city called Nazareth: that it might be fulfilled which was spoken 

by the prophets, He shall be called a Nazarene. 

Mark did not name Nazareth in this verse but used a more general term, "his own country," thus 

including numerous villages throughout the area (Mark 6:6). 

“his disciples follow him” This indicates that the Twelve accompanied Jesus and contrasts with 

only three of them witnessing the raising of Jairus' daughter (Mark 5:37). 

And remember, if you’re a Disciple/A Christian you should be following Him! 

Verse 2 And when the sabbath day was come, he began to teach in the synagogue: and many 

hearing him were astonished, saying, From whence hath this man these things? and what 

wisdom is this which is given unto him, that even such mighty works are wrought by his hands? 

“From whence hath this man these things?” In His hometown, Jesus faced a crowd that 

wondered how He became so powerful in both word and works. Jesus left Nazareth as a carpenter. 

He came back as a Rabbi, complete with a group of Disciples. It isn’t hard to see how the Nazareth 

locals would wonder “What happened to Jesus?” 

Verse 3 Is not this the carpenter, the son of Mary, the brother of James, and Joses, and of 

Juda, and Simon? and are not his sisters here with us? And they were offended at him. 

“Is not this the carpenter” This was not a compliment. They knew Jesus was a Carpenter. It was 

a way of pointing out that Jesus had no formal theological training. He was never a formal disciple 
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of a Rabbi, much less a prominent Rabbi. Jesus didn’t go to Rabbi School, He didn’t sit under 

Gamaliel, like Paul did, Jesus didn’t have “papers” or credentials, 

Jesus was a Carpenter. Not only was the He the (step) son of a Carpenter, He was a Carpenter 

Himself. As a young Boy and Man, Jesus was helping His earthly Father in the family business 

and was learning a trade. Jesus worked for a living, Amen! 

Carpenters are builders and this is what God the Father wants us to understand about his Son—

Jesus Christ is a builder.  

Colossians 1:16  
16 For by him were all things created, that are in heaven, and that are in earth, visible and invisible, 

whether they be thrones, or dominions, or principalities, or powers: all things were created by him, 

and for him: 

Jesus is the Builder of The Church! 

Matthew 16:18  
18 And I say also unto thee, That thou art Peter, and upon this rock I will build my church; and 

the gates of hell shall not prevail against it. 

Jesus the carpenter is building mansions in heaven! 

John 14:2  
2 In my Father's house are many mansions: if it were not so, I would have told you. I go to prepare 

a place for you. 

Carpenters can also REPAIR broken things. Hearts, minds, lives, marriages… 

The Carpenter was nailed to a tree He created— "Who his own self bare our sins in his own body 

on the tree…" (1 Pet.2:24). 

In ancient Rome, there was a terrible persecution under the Emperor Julian. At that time, a 

philosopher mocked a Christian, asking him “What do you think the carpenter’s son is doing now?” 

The Christian wisely answered, “He’s building a coffin for Julian.” 

In verse 3 Mark only mentions Mary: “the son of Mary,”  

Luke mentions only Joseph: 

Luke 4:22  
22 And all bare him witness, and wondered at the gracious words which proceeded out of his mouth. 

And they said, Is not this Joseph's son? 

Matthew mentions both Joseph and Mary: 

Matthew 13:55  
55 Is not this the carpenter's son? is not his mother called Mary? and his brethren, James, and 

Joses, and Simon, and Judas? 
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Continuing, verse 3: Mary and Joseph had children: 

“the brother of James, and Joses, and of Juda, and Simon? and are not his sisters here with 

us?” 

First Through The Holy Ghost, The Virgin Mary gave birth to Jesus, and then Joseph and Mary 

had sex and had other children! 

Matthew 1:18  
18 Now the birth of Jesus Christ was on this wise: When as his mother Mary was espoused to 

Joseph, before they came together, she was found with child of the Holy Ghost. 

Mary was found to be pregnant….before they consummated their marriage through normal sexual 

intercourse. 

Matthew 1:25  
25 And knew her not till she had brought forth her firstborn son: and he called his name JESUS. 

“knew,” is a “Jewish idiom for sexual intercourse between a man and a woman.” (Strong’s Lexicon 

#1097)  

Bible verses stating that Mary had children: Show this to a Roman Catholic!  

 

Mark 6:3 & Matthew 13:55 

Mark 3:31  
31 There came then his brethren and his mother, and, standing without, sent unto him, calling 

him. 

Matthew 12:46-47  
46 While he yet talked to the people, behold, his mother and his brethren stood without, 

desiring to speak with him. 

47 Then one said unto him, Behold, thy mother and thy brethren stand without, desiring to 

speak with thee. 

Luke 8:19  
19 Then came to him his mother and his brethren, and could not come at him for the press. 

John 2:12  
12 After this he went down to Capernaum, he, and his mother, and his brethren, and his disciples: 

and they continued there not many days. 
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John 7:1-3  

1 After these things Jesus walked in Galilee: for he would not walk in Jewry, because the Jews 

sought to kill him. 

2 Now the Jew's feast of tabernacles was at hand. 

3 His brethren therefore said unto him, Depart hence, and go into Judaea, that thy disciples also 

may see the works that thou doest. 

1 Corinthians 9:5  
5 Have we not power to lead about a sister, a wife, as well as other apostles, and as the brethren 

of the Lord, and Cephas? 

Galatians 1:19  
19 But other of the apostles saw I none, save James the Lord's brother. 

Acts 1:14  
14 These all continued with one accord in prayer and supplication, with the women, and Mary the 

mother of Jesus, and with his brethren. 

Psalm 69, A Messianic Psalm: 

Psalm 69:7-9  
7 Because for thy sake I have borne reproach; shame hath covered my face. 

8 I am become a stranger unto my brethren, and an alien unto my mother's children. 

9 For the zeal of thine house hath eaten me up; and the reproaches of them that reproached thee are 

fallen upon me. 

It’s sad that The Roman Catholic Church teaches that Mary remained a Virgin and that the brothers 

and sisters mentions are “cousins” of Jesus.  

Greek Lesson! 

Strongs G80=Brother: adelphos. 

The KJV translates Strongs G80 in the following 

brethren (226x), brother (113x),brother's (6x), brother's way (1x).  

John 1:41  

41 He first findeth his own brother Simon, and saith unto him, We have found the Messias, which 

is, being interpreted, the Christ. 

John 

1:41  εὑρίσκει οὗτος πρῶτος τὸν ἀδελφὸν τὸν ἴδιον Σίμωνα καὶ λέγειαὐτῷ Εὑρήκαμεν τὸν Μεσσ

ίαν ὅ ἐστιν μεθερμηνευόμενον ὅ Χριστός 

Galatians 1:19  
19 But other of the apostles saw I none, save James the Lord's brother. 

Galatians1:19  ἕτερον δὲ τῶν ἀποστόλων οὐκ εἶδον εἰ μὴ Ἰάκωβον τὸν ἀδελφὸν τοῦ κυρίου 

http://www.blueletterbible.org/search/preSearch.cfm?Criteria=brethren*+G80
http://www.blueletterbible.org/search/preSearch.cfm?Criteria=brother*+G80
http://www.blueletterbible.org/search/preSearch.cfm?Criteria=brother%27s*+G80
http://www.blueletterbible.org/search/preSearch.cfm?Criteria=brother%27s+way*+G80
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“And they were offended at him”... They rejected Jesus. 

Jesus’ reaction to the rejection by His own countrymen. Verses 4-6: 

Verse 4 But Jesus, said unto them, A prophet is not without honour, but in his own country, and 

among his own kin, and in his own house. 

So there's an implication here that even His own brothers and sisters at this time did not really 

honor Him, His own countrymen; they reject Him! 

A General in the United States Army was overhead saying, "I may be a General to Uncle Sam, but 

I am just a buck private at home!" 

Verse 5 And he could there do no mighty work, save that he laid his hands upon a few sick folk, 

and healed them. 

Healing someone that is sick is not a “mighty work”, why? Because Salvation is a Mighty Work! 

Healing someone’s physical ailment without Conversion-Salvation just means that if one becomes 

healthy by Jesus without accepting Jesus as Lord and Saviour means you’re still heading to Hell 

as a healthy person! 

Getting Saved is a Might Work, Having your Sins Forgiven is a Might Work! 

The reason for no “mighty works”: 

Verse 6 And he marvelled because of their unbelief. And he went round about the villages, 

teaching. 

“And he marvelled because of their unbelief” Jesus was amazed at their unbelief, why? What’s 

Jesus been doing in the first five chapters of Mark? Ding, Ding, Ding! 

Unbelief means: Lack of religious belief; an absence of faith. In the New Testament, disbelief of 

the truth of the gospel, rejection of Christ as the Savior of men, and of the doctrines he taught; 

distrust of God's promises and faithfulness, 

It’s been said that God may work with no belief, but not with unbelief! 

“And he went round about the villages, teaching” Jesus did not let this rejection by His 

countrymen hinder Him. Jesus got on with the business of the Ministry. 

Sending Forth The Twelve: 

Verse 7 And he called unto him the twelve, and began to send them forth by two and two; and 

gave them power over unclean spirits; 

Jesus said in John 20:21  
21 Then said Jesus to them again, Peace be unto you: as my Father hath sent me, even so send I 

you. 
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Here, Jesus is sending out His disciples to do the same things that Jesus did: preaching, healing 

the sick, and freeing people from demonic possession. 

“Forth two and two” ... is a wise and Biblical arrangement for such workers now, as it was then; 

for this enables the two to draw encouragement and support from each other and to reduce the 

number of temptations. 

Ecclesiastes 4:9  
9 Two are better than one; because they have a good reward for their labour. 

Proverbs 27:17  
17 Iron sharpeneth iron; so a man sharpeneth the countenance of his friend. 

Matthew 18:20  
20 For where two or three are gathered together in my name, there am I in the midst of them. 

Verse 8 And commanded them that they should take nothing for their journey, save a staff only; 

no scrip, no bread, no money in their purse: 

“save a staff only” Was used as a Walking stick and ward off wild dogs which roamed the area. 

 

Verse 9 But be shod with sandals; and not put on two coats. 

The disciples didn’t need fancy equipment to preach a simple message. Too much stuff would get 

in the way of their urgent Gospel message. 

Travelling light kept them dependent upon God. They had to trust the Lord for everything if they 

didn’t take much with them. If a Christian doesn’t trust God, how can he tell others to trust Him? 

Verse 10 And he said unto them, In what place soever ye enter into an house, there abide till ye 

depart from that place. 
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This instruction was to avoid giving offense by leaving one house or hospitality for another in the 

same community. Any "shopping around" for more comfortable quarters was forbidden. 

Verse 11 And whosoever shall not receive you, nor hear you, when ye depart thence, shake off 

the dust under your feet for a testimony against them. Verily I say unto you, It shall be more 

tolerable for Sodom and Gomorrha in the day of judgment, than for that city. 

The shaking off of dust against unreceptive places was an action commanded for the seventy, it 

took the nature of a formal judgment against a community. It showed that the holy messengers had 

faithfully discharged their commission, but that God's message had been rejected. The apostles 

followed this same procedure on the first missionary journey of Paul:  

Acts 13:51  
51 But they shook off the dust of their feet against them, and came unto Iconium. 

“Verily I say unto you, It shall be more tolerable for Sodom and Gomorrha in the day of 

judgment, than for that city” The implication is that some will be judged more severely than 

others in the day of judgment. Of course, none will have it good in hell; but perhaps some will 

have it worse than others will. 

Verse 12 And they went out, and preached that men should repent. 

“And they went out”: They actually did it, they went out!  

“and preached that men should repent.”  

What did John preach in Mark 1:4? Answer: Repentence! 

“First they preached that men should repent. That is a declaration that needs careful consideration. 

It does not mean that they told men to repent, but that they preached in such a way as to produce 

repentance.” G. Campbell Morgan 

“When the Disciples went out to preach to men, they did not create a Gospel; they preached The 

Gospel, Mark 1:1 The beginning of the gospel of Jesus Christ, the Son of God;”                            - 

Pastor Henry T. Anderson 

 

Verse 13 And they cast out many devils, and anointed with oil many that were sick, and healed 

them. 

“And they cast out many devils” They were given power over all forms of evil. They did not 

need to fear anything they came up against. He gave them authority over all unclean spirits/devils.  

“anointed with oil” The other reference to anointing with oil for healing is in James 5:14-15. We 

know that anointing with oil was a picture of an outpouring of the Holy Spirit, but it may also have 

had a medicinal purpose in that day. 

Concluding thoughts: 

http://www.studylight.org/desk/index.cgi?q1=James+5:14-15&t1=en_nas
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This is the first time in the New Testament that we see Jesus's Disciples are given His miraculous 

power to heal the sick. It is implied here and clearly stated in Acts 5:16 that just as Jesus did, they 

healed everyone who came to them for healing. Later, Jesus gave this same power to seventy of 

His disciples (Luke 10:1, 9). Jesus taught that all things are possible to those who believe (Mark 

9:23) and that those who believe would do the same works that He had done (John 14:12), 

including healing the sick. Some of His last instructions to His disciples before His ascension 

included believers laying hands on the sick so they would recover (Mark 16:17-18).  

Acts 5:16  
16 There came also a multitude out of the cities round about unto Jerusalem, bringing sick folks, 

and them which were vexed with unclean spirits: and they were healed every one. 

John 14:12  
12 Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that believeth on me, the works that I do shall he do also; and 

greater works than these shall he do; because I go unto my Father. 

This is New Testament Church! But what’s the problem? 

1. An over emphasis of this; Benny Hinn, modern day Healing Movement. 

2. A lazy Church that has lost its first love is, too busy with the cares of this world and has lost 

some belief/faith…   
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Pastor Hank’s Notes on: The Gospel of Mark 

Mark Chapter 6 

The death of John the Baptist: 

Verse 14 And king Herod heard of him; (for his name was spread abroad:) and he said, That 

John the Baptist was risen from the dead, and therefore mighty works do shew forth themselves in 

him. 

“him” Herod hears of Jesus’ ministry and is confused. Herod thinks Jesus is John the Baptist. 

Note! I didn’t know this, but Historically speaking on “king Herod”: Emperor Augustus 

denied the title “king” to Herod. Goaded by the ambitious Herodias, Herod pressed for the title 

again and again until he so offended the emperor’s court that he was dismissed as a traitor. Mark 

uses the title king Herod either because it was the local custom to call him “king,” or more likely, 

he used it ironically. All his ancient readers would remember the character of this “Want-to-

be King Herod.” 

Teaching moment: The Herods of The Bible. The Herods were the Edomite family that ruled 

Israel during the time of Jesus' earthly ministry and the first Christian church. Edomites occupied 

the land south of the Dead Sea. Edomites were the descendents of Esau, the older twin brother of 

Jacob, whom God later renamed, "Israel" and whose twelve sons became the fathers of the twelve 

tribes of Israel. 

1. Herod The Great. This is the Herod of the Christmas Story. He tried to trick The Wise Men and 

he sought to kill baby Jesus. He ended up killing many babies! 

Matthew 2:7-23  
7 Then Herod, when he had privily called the wise men, enquired of them diligently what time the 

star appeared. 

8 And he sent them to Bethlehem, and said, Go and search diligently for the young child; and when 

ye have found him, bring me word again, that I may come and worship him also. 

9 When they had heard the king, they departed; and, lo, the star, which they saw in the east, went 

before them, till it came and stood over where the young child was. 

10 When they saw the star, they rejoiced with exceeding great joy. 

11 And when they were come into the house, they saw the young child with Mary his mother, and 

fell down, and worshipped him: and when they had opened their treasures, they presented unto 

him gifts; gold, and frankincense and myrrh. 

12 And being warned of God in a dream that they should not return to Herod, they departed into 

their own country another way. 
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13 And when they were departed, behold, the angel of the Lord appeareth to Joseph in a dream, 

saying, Arise, and take the young child and his mother, and flee into Egypt, and be thou there until 

I bring thee word: for Herod will seek the young child to destroy him. 

14 When he arose, he took the young child and his mother by night, and departed into Egypt: 

15 And was there until the death of Herod: that it might be fulfilled which was spoken of the Lord 

by the prophet, saying, Out of Egypt have I called my son. 

16 Then Herod, when he saw that he was mocked of the wise men, was exceeding wroth, and sent 

forth, and slew all the children that were in Bethlehem, and in all the coasts thereof, from two years 

old and under, according to the time which he had diligently inquired of the wise men. 

17Then was fulfilled that which was spoken by Jeremiah the prophet, saying, 

18 In Rama was there a voice heard, lamentation, and weeping, and great mourning, Rachel 

weeping for her children, and would not be comforted, because they are not. 

19 But when Herod was dead, behold, an angel of the Lord appeareth in a dream to Joseph in Egypt, 

20 Saying, Arise, and take the young child and his mother, and go into the land of Israel: for they 

are dead which sought the young child's life. 

21 And he arose, and took the young child and his mother, and came into the land of Israel. 

22 But when he heard that Archelaus did reign in Judaea in the room of his father Herod, he was 

afraid to go thither: notwithstanding, being warned of God in a dream, he turned aside into the 

parts of Galilee: 

23 And he came and dwelt in a city called Nazareth: that it might be fulfilled which was spoken by 

the prophets, He shall be called a Nazarene. 

After ruling for about 37 years, Herod died at Jericho about 4 B.C. An angel then again appeared 

to Joseph to tell him to return from Egypt. So Joseph did! 

2. Herod Archelaus. When Herod the Great died Archelaus, his eldest son, was placed over Judea, 

Samaria, and Idumea, (Matthew 2:22). He did not rule over the Galilee. Not much mentioned in 

The Bible. He was the brother of Herod Antipas 

3. Herod Antipas/Herod The Tetrarch.  The son of Herod The Great. His reign spanned the life 

and public ministry of Jesus. This is the Herod that Jesus referred to as "that fox" (Luke 13:32). 

The word Tetrarch signifies one who governs a fourth part of a kingdom. His father Herod the 

Great divided his large kingdom into four parts and bequeathed them to his sons, an action 

confirmed by the Roman senate. This Herod Antipas was Tetrarch of Galilee, the part of the 

kingdom assigned to him. This same Herod Antipas was the Herod who had John the Baptist 

murdered (Mark 6, Matthew 14).Unlike his father, who had tried and failed to have Jesus killed, 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Herod_Antipas
http://www.studylight.org/desk/index.cgi?q1=Luke+13:32&t1=en_nas
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Matthew%2014
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this Herod saw it happen. He was the Herod that spoke with Jesus Christ after His arrest That 

Fateful Night (Luke 23:6-12), before sending Him back to Pontius Pilate.  

Luke 23:6-12  
6 When Pilate heard of Galilee, he asked whether the man were a Galilaean. 

7 And as soon as he knew that he belonged unto Herod's jurisdiction, he sent him to Herod, who 

himself also was at Jerusalem at that time. 

8 And when Herod saw Jesus, he was exceeding glad: for he was desirous to see him of a long 

season, because he had heard many things of him; and he hoped to have seen some miracle done 

by him. 

9 Then he questioned with him in many words; but he answered him nothing. 

10 And the chief priests and scribes stood and vehemently accused him. 

11 And Herod with his men of war set him at nought, and mocked him, and arrayed him in a 

gorgeous robe, and sent him again to Pilate. 

12 And the same day Pilate and Herod were made friends together: for before they were at enmity 

between themselves. 

4. Herod Agrippa I was the grandson of Herod the Great (Acts 12). It was he who persecuted the 

church in Jerusalem and had the apostle James, the brother of John and son of Zebedee, put to 

death by the sword. Like all of the rest, Herod Agrippa had a very high opinion of himself 

until one day, about 44 A.D., it went too far - he, in effect, claimed to be divine (Acts 

12:21-22), then: 

Acts 12  

1 Now about that time Herod the king stretched forth his hands to vex certain of the church. 

2 And he killed James the brother of John with the sword. 

Acts 12:23  

23 And immediately the angel of the Lord smote him, because he gave not God the glory: and he 

was eaten of worms, and gave up the ghost. 

5. Herod Agrippa II 

Agrippa’s son, Herod Agrippa II, was instrumental in saving Paul from being tried and imprisoned 

in Jerusalem by the Jews who hated his testimony of Jesus as the Messiah. King Agrippa, out of 

consideration for Paul being a Roman citizen, allowed Paul to defend himself, thereby giving Paul 

the opportunity to preach the gospel to all who were assembled (Acts 25-26). Agrippa II was the 

last of the line of Herods. After him, the family fell out of favor with Rome. 

http://www.keyway.ca/htm2002/fatenite.htm
http://www.keyway.ca/htm2002/fatenite.htm
http://www.keyway.ca/htm2002/pilate.htm
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Acts%2012
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Acts%2025%E2%80%9426
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Verse 15 Others said, That it is Elias. And others said, That it is a prophet, or as one of the 

prophets. 

Some people thought Jesus was Elijah, because it was prophesied Elijah would come before the 

Messiah (Malachi 4:5). 

Verse 16 But when Herod heard thereof, he said, It is John, whom I beheaded: he is risen from 

the dead. 

Herod’s confusion comes from his own guilty conscience. It is hard to see clearly who Jesus is 

when we are in sin and rebellion. 

Verse 17 For Herod himself had sent forth and laid hold upon John, and bound him in prison for 

Herodias' sake, his brother Philip's wife: for he had married her. 

Part of the evil history of the Herods comes to view in this verse.  The main reason why Herod had 

John the Baptist killed was because John preached against Herod’s adultery. Herod’s Brother had 

a wife and Herod took his brother’s wife and John said it was not lawful!  

Leviticus 18:16  
16 Thou shalt not uncover the nakedness of thy brother's wife: it is thy brother's nakedness. 

Herod’s wife Herodias: 

Verse 18 
For John had said unto Herod, It is not lawful for thee to have thy brother's wife. 

 

Verse 19 Therefore Herodias had a quarrel against him, and would have killed him; but she could 

not: 

Herodias: This woman was a daughter of Herod The Great’s son, Aristobulus. She first married 

her uncle Philip who was living as a private citizen in Rome, and by him she had Salome. When 

http://www.studylight.org/desk/index.cgi?q1=Malachi+4:5&t1=en_nas
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Herod Antipas was visiting in Rome, she left Philip and married his brother Herod Antipas. She 

was a woman of ruthless ambition, no moral restraint, utter selfishness, and ruthless hatred of 

anyone who dared to question her conduct. When John the Baptist denounced her marriage, she 

never rested until she had his head on a platter. The picture of her that emerges in The Bible is one 

of lust, cruelty, and evil. 

Herodias' Old Testament counterpart was Jezebel. What Herodias was to Herod, Jezebel was to 

Ahab. Both Ahab and Herod were wicked, and in both cases the woman was more wicked. Both 

Jezebel and Herodias fostered hate that became deadly against a prophet of God. Jezebel hated 

Elijah and sought to kill him—Herodias hated John the Baptist, the New Testament Elijah, and 

succeeded in his murder.  

Verse 20 For Herod feared John, knowing that he was a just man and an holy, and observed him; 

and when he heard him, he did many things, and heard him gladly. 

It is interesting that the greatest resentment against John's truthful admonition of Herod's 

incestuous marriage came not from Herod but from Herodias. The fact of John's words being 

addressed directly to Herod and Herod “heard him gladly” does not rule out the possibility that 

Herod asked John about the validity of his marriage, no doubt hoping that John's approval of it 

would make it more acceptable to the people. Wicked as Herod was, there nevertheless remained 

in him a basic respect for holiness; and, seeing in John the sacred fire of holy zeal and the courage 

to speak God's truth in every circumstance, Herod respected and admired him, even listening 

willingly to his preaching. On the other hand, Herodias, full of hatred and wounded pride, 

determined to kill him. 

Verse 21 And when a convenient day was come, that Herod on his birthday made a supper to 

his lords, high captains, and chief estates of Galilee; 

“Herod on his birthday” 

Should Christians celebrate Jesus' Birthday or any Birthday?    
A Tract by Pastor Henry T. Anderson: 

Some Christians, as well as groups like the Jehovah's Witnesses, feel that because Christmas is not 

mentioned in scripture, it is therefore not to be observed. In fact, the Witnesses argue that since 

the only people in the Bible who celebrated their own birthdays were Pharaoh and Herod; God 

takes a dim view of celebrating birthdays in general. Therefore, they feel, God would hardly 

approve of celebrating Jesus' birthday. 

Genesis 40:20-22 

20And it came to pass the third day, which was Pharaoh's birthday, that he made a feast unto all 

his servants: and he lifted up the head of the chief butler and of the chief baker among his servants.  

21And he restored the chief butler unto his butlership again; and he gave the cup into Pharaoh's 

hand:  

22But he hanged the chief baker: as Joseph had interpreted to them. 



14 
 

Matthew 14:6-10 

6But when Herod's birthday was kept, the daughter of Herodias danced before them, and pleased 

Herod.  

7Whereupon he promised with an oath to give her whatsoever she would ask.  

8And she, being before instructed of her mother, said, Give me here John Baptist's head in a 

charger.  

9And the king was sorry: nevertheless for the oath's sake, and them which sat with him at meat, he 

commanded it to be given her.  

10And he sent, and beheaded John in the prison. 

In answer to these arguments, a few things need to be said. First of all, the fact is that the Bible 

says nothing against the practice of celebrating birthdays. What was bad in the cases of Pharaoh 

and Herod was not that they celebrated their birthdays, but that they did evil things on their 

birthdays (Pharaoh killed his chief baker, and Herod killed John the Baptist). Second, what the 

Bible does not forbid, either explicitly or by implication, is permissible to the Christian, as long as 

it is edifying Therefore, since the Bible does not forbid birthdays, and they do not violate any 

biblical principle, there is no biblical basis for rejecting birthdays. For the same reason, there is no 

biblical reason to reject the celebrating Jesus' birthday. 

1 Corinthians 10:31 

31Whether therefore ye eat, or drink, or whatsoever ye do, do all to the glory of God.  

You can In The Name of The Lord and giving glory to God celebrate your birthday. You shouldn’t 

be whacking anyone or any other evil deed on your birthday! 

 

Verse 22 And when the daughter of the said Herodias came in, and danced, and pleased Herod 

and them that sat with him, the king said unto the damsel, Ask of me whatsoever thou wilt, and I 

will give it thee. 

Who was the young woman who danced before Herod? Josephus tells us the young woman's name 

was Salome. The daughter of Herodias danced , and pleased Herod... the fact that she did so at 

all is an incredible thing. Solo dances in that society were disgusting and licentious pantomimes 

... such dances being the art of professional prostitutes. That she did so dance is a grim commentary 

on the character of Salome, and of the mother who allowed and encouraged her to do it. Herodias 
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used her own daughter to inflame Herod’s passions. She was willing to sacrifice her child’s 

modesty in order to bend Herod to her will. 

Verse 23 And he sware unto her, Whatsoever thou shalt ask of me, I will give it thee, unto the 

half of my kingdom. 

Many a man has done stupid things at a party… 

This was the type of boastful, extravagant oath, characteristic kings of that era. Any person asking 

a gift large enough to embarrass such a monarch ordinarily found it fatal to do so; but the accepted 

code of that day, as it applied to such requests, required the king's compliance with the request if 

it lay within his power to give it without jeopardy to himself. 

Verse 24 And she went forth, and said unto her mother, What shall I ask? And she said, The 

head of John the Baptist. 

Salome’s question implies that she is thinking of something for herself. She was no doubt 

unprepared for her mother’s evil reply. The immediate reply of Herodias shows that the mother 

had this planned out all along. She knew her husband and she knew the situation, and knew she 

could get what she wanted this way. 

Verse 25 And she came in straightway with haste unto the king, and asked, saying, I will that thou 

give me by and by in a charger the head of John the Baptist. 

Verse 26 And the king was exceeding sorry; yet for his oath's sake, and for their sakes which sat 

with him, he would not reject her. 

The depth of distress experienced by Herod at Salome’s request for the head of John the Baptist is 

expressed graphically by the Greek word perilypos, ‘exceeding sorry’. This is the same word used 

to describe Jesus’ agony in Gethsemane (Mark 14:34) 

Verse 27 And immediately the king sent an executioner, and commanded his head to be brought: 

and he went and beheaded him in the prison, 

                                                                                                                          
Puvis de Chavannes, The Beheading of St John the Baptist, c. 1869 

http://www.studylight.org/desk/index.cgi?q1=Mark+14:34&t1=en_nas
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Puvis_de_Chavannes
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Verse 28 And brought his head in a charger, and gave it to the damsel: and the damsel gave it to 

her mother. 

                                                                                                      

Salome by Jean Benner, 1899 

Verse 29 And when his disciples heard of it, they came and took up his corpse, and laid it in a 

tomb. 

Jesus said of John The Baptist: 

Luke 7:28  
28 For I say unto you, Among those that are born of women there is not a greater prophet than John 

the Baptist: but he that is least in the kingdom of God is greater than he. 

What was the end of Herodias? Since she was the source of Herod’s sin, Herodias also became the 

source of his shame. According to Josephus, Herodias' ambition was the ruin of Herod. Jealous of 

the power of Agrippa her brother, she prodded Herod to demand of Caligula, the emperor, the title 

of king. Agrippa saw to it that this demand was refused, and Herod was banished and ended his 

days in shame and exile. Josephus also adds that Herodias joined Herod Antipas in exile in 

Lugdunum (Ant. 18, 7,2). Herod had been defeated in battle and was exiled by Aretas. Salome 

also reportedly decided to join Herod and Herodias in exile rather than be alone. The emperor had 

sent them to Spain and as she was passing over a frozen river, the ice broke and she sank in up to 

her neck and died. Did this occur because of their sin? 

Galatians 6:7  
7 Be not deceived; God is not mocked: for whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he also reap. 
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Pastor Hank’s Notes on: The Gospel of Mark 

Mark Chapter 6 

Jesus’s hears The Apostle’s Report: Verses 30-31 

In Mark 6:7 we read that Jesus sent The Twelve Disciples to Minister to the people and to spread 

the Gospel. Verse 30, they report back to Jesus what they did.  
 

Verse 30 And the apostles gathered themselves together unto Jesus, and told him all things, both 

what they had done, and what they had taught. 

Verse 31 And he said unto them, Come ye yourselves apart into a desert place, and rest a while: 

for there were many coming and going, and they had no leisure so much as to eat. 

The disciples came back from a successful time of ministry, being sent by Jesus into the towns of 

Galilee (Mark 6:7-12). When they returned, Jesus knew they needed a time of rest. Jesus knew 

when it was time to work, and He knew when it was time to rest. 

That Jesus was diligent to get rest and refreshment for himself and the Twelve emphasizes the 

truth that care should be taken to insure good health in the service of God. Resting is necessary for 

good health in serving God. 

12 Health Benefits of Rest: 

1. Improved Memory – Lack of sleep can make it difficult for you to concentrate and retain 

information. When you sleep, your brain goes through all the activities and impressions of the day 

which is important for memory formation. 

2. Maintain a Healthy Weight – Sleep and metabolism are controlled by the same area of the brain. 

Sleep releases hormones that control appetite. Researchers at the University of Chicago found that 

dieters who were well rested lost more fat. 

3. Heart Health - A 2010 study found that C-reactive protein, which is associated with heart attack 

risk, was higher in people who got six or fewer hours of sleep a night. 

The heart doesn't sleep, but sleep helps the heart – and overall health! 

With sleep loss comes an increase in the markers for inflammation – and inflammation is 

associated with increased cardiovascular disease – among a score of other diseases that range from 

acid reflux to eczema to urinary tract infections. 

4. Reduce Stress – Sleep and stress have similar affects on your cardiovascular stress. Being well 

rested can reduce stress levels and improve your overall health. 

http://www.studylight.org/desk/index.cgi?q1=Mark+6:7-12&t1=en_nas
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5. You'll live longer - Regularly sleeping less than you should is associated with a shorter lifespan. 

Studies have found people who routinely sleep for fewer than six hours a night have a higher risk 

of dying sooner than people of a similar age who sleep for seven or eight hours a night. 

 

6. You're less likely to get ill - Lack of sleep can suppress your immune system, which makes you 

more vulnerable to infections. A study in 2009 found that sleeping for fewer than seven hours a 

night increased the risk of catching a cold.  

7. Spurs creativity- Researchers at Harvard University and Boston College found that people seem 

to strengthen the emotional components of a memory during sleep, which may help spur the 

creative process. 

8. Improve your grades- Children between the ages of 10 and 16 who have sleep disordered 

breathing, which includes snoring, sleep apnea, and other types of interrupted breathing during 

sleep, are more likely to have problems with attention and learning, according to a 2010 study in 

the journal Sleep. This could lead to "significant functional impairment at school," the study 

authors wrote. In another study, college students who didn’t get enough sleep had worse grades 

than those who did. 

9. Less pain. If you have chronic pain -- or acute pain from a recent injury -- getting enough sleep 

may actually make you hurt less.  Many studies have shown a link between sleep loss and lower 

pain threshold. Unfortunately, being in pain can make it hard to sleep. Researchers have found that 

getting good sleep can supplement medication for pain. 

 10. Lower stress - When it comes to our health stress and sleep are nearly one and the same—and 

both can affect cardiovascular health. Sleep can definitely reduce levels of stress, and with that 

people can have better control of their blood pressure. It’s also believed that sleep effects 

cholesterol levels, which plays a significant role in heart disease. 

11. Avoid accidents - The National Highway Traffic Safety Administration reported in 2009 that 

being tired accounted for the highest number of fatal single-car run-off-the-road crashes due to the 

driver’s performance—even more than alcohol! Sleepiness is grossly underrated as a problem by 

most people, but the cost to society is enormous. Sleeplessness affects reaction time and decision 

making. 

12. Sleep is restorative, rejuvenating and regenerative - Every part of the body benefits from – 

and requires – sleep.  The body’s ability to rebuild itself during sleep is amazing!  Damage is 

repaired on the cellular level during deep sleep stages. Sleep is your body’s opportunity to restore 

itself from the effects of stress, toxins, ultraviolet rays and other harmful exposures that occur 

during the day. 

Jesus’ compassion on the multitude: Verses 32-34 
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Verse 32 And they departed into a desert place by ship privately. 

Verse 33 And the people saw them departing, and many knew him, and ran afoot thither out of 

all cities, and outwent them, and came together unto him. 

Such was the popularity of Jesus, that when the multitudes saw him and his disciples get into a 

boat to cross over to the other side, they simply ran around the northern extremity of the lake and 

come together.  

Verse 34 And Jesus, when he came out, saw much people, and was moved with compassion 

toward them, because they were as sheep not having a shepherd: and he began to teach them 

many things. 

We as Christians are out and about and we see many people, but are we moved with compassion 

toward “them” -a lost and dying world? 

The wicked king Herod nor the Pharisees were no true shepherds of the people nor were they 

compassionate. The poor multitudes were untaught and uncared for by their leaders. The disciples 

wanted to send them away (verse 36), but Jesus was moved with compassion toward them. 

The reason we often don’t know where to go or what to do, is because we are sheep not having a 

shepherd. When we try to run our own lives, our own religion, or maintain our own way, we 

become our own shepherd. Us Sheep need to be taught, sheep cannot lead themselves. Sheep must 

be led and taught.  

“he began to teach them many things” As a faithful Shepherd, Jesus takes care of the most 

pressing need for these sheep - He feeds them with the Word of God! 

The Old Testament Prophesized that Messiah would be a Shepherd: 

Ezekiel 34:23  
23 And I will set up one shepherd over them, and he shall feed them, even my servant David; he 

shall feed them, and he shall be their shepherd. 

 

Jesus is The Good Shepherd! 

 

http://www.studylight.org/desk/index.cgi?q1=Mark+6:36&t1=en_nas


20 
 

John 10:11  
11 I am the good shepherd: the good shepherd giveth his life for the sheep. 

Jesus is The Chief Shepherd: 

1 Peter 5:4  
4 And when the chief Shepherd shall appear, ye shall receive a crown of glory that fadeth not 

away. 

Jesus is The Great Shepherd! 

Hebrews 13:20  
20 Now the God of peace, that brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus, that great shepherd 

of the sheep, through the blood of the everlasting covenant, 

Jesus is the I am door of the sheep! 

John 10:7  
7 Then said Jesus unto them again, Verily, verily, I say unto you, I am the door of the sheep. 

As a shepherd Jesus knows his flock and cares for them: 

Proverbs 27:23  
23 Be thou diligent to know the state of thy flocks, and look well to thy herds. 

As a shepherd Jesus carries them in His arms: 

Isaiah 40:11  
11 He shall feed his flock like a shepherd: he shall gather the lambs with his arm, and carry them 

in his bosom, and shall gently lead those that are with young. 

As a shepherd Jesus rescues His sheep from danger: 

Amos 3:12  
12 Thus saith the LORD; As the shepherd taketh out of the mouth of the lion two legs, or a piece of 

an ear; so shall the children of Israel be taken out that dwell in Samaria in the corner of a bed, and 

in Damascus in a couch. 

As a shepherd Jesus seeks after His lost sheep:  

Ezekiel 34:12  
12 As a shepherd seeketh out his flock in the day that he is among his sheep that are scattered; so 

will I seek out my sheep, and will deliver them out of all places where they have been scattered in 

the cloudy and dark day. 

The Sinless Shepherd will die for His Sheep: 

John 10:11  
11 I am the good shepherd: the good shepherd giveth his life for the sheep. 

Zechariah 13:7  
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7 Awake, O sword, against my shepherd, and against the man that is my fellow, saith the LORD of 

hosts: smite the shepherd, and the sheep shall be scattered: and I will turn mine hand upon the little 

ones. 

Jesus feeds The Five Thousand, verses 35-44: 

Verse 35 And when the day was now far spent, his disciples came unto him, and said, This is a 

desert place, and now the time is far passed: 

“This is a desert place” They’re not in a desert (sand/hot place). Here desert means a undeveloped 

area. 

Verse 36 Send them away, that they may go into the country round about, and into the villages, 

and buy themselves bread: for they have nothing to eat. 

Verse 37 He answered and said unto them, Give ye them to eat. And they say unto him, Shall 

we go and buy two hundred pennyworth of bread, and give them to eat? 

Both Jesus and the disciples saw exactly the same need among the multitude. The disciple’s 

solution was to “Send them away” by getting rid of them. Jesus saw a different solution, and 

wanted the disciples to see it also:  “He answered and said unto them, Give ye them to eat”. 

Jesus suggested that the disciples feed the people because He wanted them to realize their inability 

to do so. 

“Give ye them to eat” The spiritual application of this is found in the command of Jesus to: 

Mark 16:15  
15 And he said unto them, Go ye into all the world, and preach the gospel to every creature. 

“Shall we go and buy two hundred pennyworth of bread, and give them to eat?” The money 

problem appears right away! It’s hard to know if the disciples were angry or just couldn’t believe 

what Jesus said. Clearly, they thought of spending about a year’s income to feed this multitude for 

one meal was not only impossible, but also a waste. 

Verse 38 He saith unto them, How many loaves have ye? go and see. And when they knew, they 

say, Five, and two fishes. 

The synoptics (Matthew, Mark and Luke) did not mention the source of the small supply which 

came from a lad's lunch baskets, nor the fact that it was Andrew who brought them to Jesus. John 

chapter 6:1-14. 

“go and see” John says that Jesus asked Philip to find out what food they had (John 6:5.) after the 

disciples had suggested that Jesus send the crowd away as night was coming on (Mark 6:35.). On 

this protest to his command that they feed the crowds (Mark 6:37; Matthew 14:16; Luke 9:13) 

Jesus said “go and see” how many loaves you can get hold of. Then Andrew reports the fact of the 
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lad with five barley loaves and two fishes (John 6:8.). They had suggested before that two hundred 

pennyworth  was wholly inadequate. John‘s Gospel alone tells of the lad with his lunch which his 

mother had given him. 

Verse 39 And he commanded them to make all sit down by companies upon the green grass. 

“the green grass” This verse is as an example of the "more vivid detail" found in Mark. Luke also 

mentioned their sitting "in a company"; Matthew mentioned the grass and the "women and 

children," who probably numbered in the thousands; and John alone related that the loaves were 

"barley loaves." A careful study of the gospels reveals that each of the authors made invaluable 

contributions to our full understanding of what occurred.  

Verse 40 And they sat down in ranks, by hundreds, and by fifties. 

Why did Jesus do this? Because these people were as sheep not having a shepherd, and Jesus 

will be their Shepherd. The Good Shepherd maketh me lie down in green pastures. 

Psalm 23:2  
2 He maketh me to lie down in green pastures: he leadeth me beside the still waters. 

It’s also worth looking at multitude's faith that they consented to arrange themselves, as if for a 

feast, at a time when no food was in sight! 

The Miracle takes place: 

Verse 41 And when he had taken the five loaves and the two fishes, he looked up to heaven, and 

blessed, and brake the loaves, and gave them to his disciples to set before them; and the two 

fishes divided he among them all. 

“he looked up to heaven” That’s where The Father is! 

Job 22:26  
26 For then shalt thou have thy delight in the Almighty, and shalt lift up thy face unto God. 

When Jesus blessed before the meal, He didn’t bless the food; He blessed God for supplying it. 

The idea of praying before a meal isn’t to bless the food, it is to bless - in the sense of thanking 

and honoring  God for blessing us with the food. 

It is noteworthy that Jesus fed the people through the action of His disciples. He could have simply 

snapped His fingers and caused everyone present to have a meal, but He didn’t. Instead, He “gave 

them to his disciples to set before them; and the two fishes divided he among them all”.  
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Verse 42 And they did all eat, and were filled. 

The multitude didn’t just get a little snack; they ate untill they were filled! 

Verse 43 And they took up twelve baskets full of the fragments, and of the fishes. 

12 Baskets=12 Disciples. The Disciples saw The Lord’s Compassion and after struggling with the 

time, money etc… they are showing Compassion on and Serving the multitude! So should be 

God’s Church and His Saints! 

They had more food after they fed the 5000 than what they started with! 

Verse 44 And they that did eat of the loaves were about five thousand men. 

If someone left hungry, it was because they refused to eat from the bread of life-Jesus! 

John 6:35  
35 And Jesus said unto them, I am the bread of life: he that cometh to me shall never hunger; and 

he that believeth on me shall never thirst. 

God feeds His People! 

God fed The Children of Israel Manna and Quail for almost 40 years! 

God fed the Prophet Elijah! 1 Kings 17:6 

God fed the Prophet Elisha! 2 Kings 4:38-41 
 

God fed 100 Men with 20 barley loaves and ears of corn at Gilgal (2 Kings 4:42-44) 

Jesus fed The Four Thousand! Mark 8:1-10   

Remember: This really happened! A Miracle just happened! All four Gospels record this! 

http://christiananswers.net/dictionary/barley.html
http://christiananswers.net/dictionary/corn.html
http://christiananswers.net/dictionary/gilgal.html
http://christiananswers.net/bible/2ki4.html#42
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Interesting: “There are good grounds for seeing in this feeding God’s offer of salvation to the 

Jews through Jesus, and in the later feeding (Mark 8:1-10) God’s similar offer to the Gentiles. This 

feeding was of people who had specifically come from Galilee, and the baskets that gathered the 

fragments were distinctively Jewish baskets by which Jews were recognized everywhere. 

Furthermore the number five is prominent here (five thousand men, five loaves) and that was the 

covenant number of Israel. The covenant of God was given specifically on two tablets in two sets 

of five (Exodus 32:15-16; Exodus 34:1); there are five books of the Law in the covenant; the five 

books of Psalms govern covenant worship; there are five fingers to the hand with which a covenant 

is sealed (Genesis 14:22; Genesis 24:9; Exodus 17:16; Job 17:3); five and its multiples are 

predominant in the Tabernacle and the Temple, thus the measurements in the Tabernacle were 

mainly in multiples of five; the altar was five cubits by five cubits; peace offerings for the people 

were in fives (apart from oxen) - Numbers 7:17-83; the cost of redemption was five shekels - 

Numbers 18:16.” Bible Commentator Peter Pett 

John 6:1-14  

1 After these things Jesus went over the sea of Galilee, which is the sea of Tiberias. 

2 And a great multitude followed him, because they saw his miracles which he did on them that were 

diseased. 

3 And Jesus went up into a mountain, and there he sat with his disciples. 

4 And the passover, a feast of the Jews, was nigh. 

5 When Jesus then lifted up his eyes, and saw a great company come unto him, he saith unto Philip, Whence 

shall we buy bread, that these may eat? 

6 And this he said to prove him: for he himself knew what he would do. 

7 Philip answered him, Two hundred pennyworth of bread is not sufficient for them, that every one of them 

may take a little. 

8 One of his disciples, Andrew, Simon Peter's brother, saith unto him, 

9 There is a lad here, which hath five barley loaves, and two small fishes: but what are they among so many? 

10 And Jesus said, Make the men sit down. Now there was much grass in the place. So the men sat down, in 

number about five thousand. 

11 And Jesus took the loaves; and when he had given thanks, he distributed to the disciples, and the disciples 

to them that were set down; and likewise of the fishes as much as they would. 

12 When they were filled, he said unto his disciples, Gather up the fragments that remain, that nothing be 

lost. 

13 Therefore they gathered them together, and filled twelve baskets with the fragments of the five barley 

loaves, which remained over and above unto them that had eaten. 

14 Then those men, when they had seen the miracle that Jesus did, said, This is of a truth that prophet that 

should come into the world. 
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Pastor Hank’s Notes on: The Gospel of Mark 

Mark Chapter 6 

“Back to Back” Miracles: Jesus just finished feeds the 5000 and Walks on the water! 

Jesus just finished feeding the 5000, Jesus departs for prayer, verses 45-46: 

Verse 45 
And straightway he constrained his disciples to get into the ship, and to go to the other 

side before unto Bethsaida, while he sent away the people. 

Verse 46 And when he had sent them away, he departed into a mountain to pray. 

A busy day! Jesus arrived on the shore and there's 5000 people waiting for Him. And Jesus gave 

of Himself until late in the evening, and then you performed the miracle. Now He must really be 

ready for rest. Jesus then ordered His disciples to get into the ship and to head back over to the 

other side, passing by Bethsaida, while He Himself on land sends away the multitude of people. 

Jesus needed rest. And how did He find His rest? He departed into a mountain to Pray! He found 

strength s through prayer. Prayer is a place of rest and a place of strengthening. Oh, that we could 

learn of the strength of prayer! 

That long day drove Jesus to prayer, not from prayer. 

Mark records three times that Jesus Prayed alone at night.  

1. Mark 1:35, 2. Mark 6:46, 3. Mark 14:32-36 

Why did He go there? To pray. To pray for what? To pray for them! He is the great High Priest 

who intercedes for His people! Hebrews 2:17-18. Remember He said to Peter in Luke 22:32, “I 

have prayed for thee.” 

Jesus Praying alone also shows His humanity and His dependence upon The Father.  

Bethsaida ... This community was on the western shore, the native city of some of the apostles, 

and not far from Capernaum. Bethsaida’ means the house of fishing. Jesus later curses Bethsaida: 

Matthew 11:21-22  
21 Woe unto thee, Chorazin! woe unto thee, Bethsaida! for if the mighty works, which were done 

in you, had been done in Tyre and Sidon, they would have repented long ago in sackcloth and 

ashes.  

Jesus walks on the water, verses 47-52: 

Verse 47 And when even was come, the ship was in the midst of the sea, and he alone on the land. 

http://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Hebrews%202.17
http://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Hebrews%202.18
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Verse 48 And he saw them toiling in rowing; for the wind was contrary unto them: and about 

the fourth watch of the night he cometh unto them, walking upon the sea, and would have passed 

by them. 

“about the fourth watch of the night” The fourth watch is from 3:00 in the morning to 6:00 in 

the morning.   

Verse 49 But when they saw him walking upon the sea, they supposed it had been a spirit, and 

cried out: 

The KJV has "spirit" in this place, because at the date of its publication (1611), the word "spirit" 

meant exactly what "ghost" means today; and "ghost" meant exactly what "spirit" means today. 

This linguistic fact of two words interchanging their meaning explains the expression "Holy 

Ghost" in the KJV. 

 

Verse 50 For they all saw him, and were troubled. And immediately he talked with them, and 

saith unto them, Be of good cheer: it is I; be not afraid. 

Our lives and The Church are often like a little ship being tossed around in the windy storms of 

life. We try to row, row, row our boat ourselves, but we don’t get very far. It’s only when Captain 

Jesus shows up does the storm end “And immediately he talked with them, and saith unto 

them, Be of good cheer: it is I; be not afraid”. Captain Jesus calms the storms of our lives, He 

talks with us, He tells us not to be afraid and Jesus cheers us up! Amen! The lesson for us is that 

during the most impossible situations of our lives, when all hope seems to be lost, and there is 

nothing but darkness and doubt with no one that could possibly help us, is the exact time 

that Jesus is there.  

“He came walking on the waves; and so he puts all the swelling storms of life under his feet. 

Christians, why be afraid?” – Augustine 

http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew%2014:22-33
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“Be of good cheer: it is I; be not afraid” 10 Beautiful words from our Lord! 

Remember, Jesus is always with us!  Isaiah 43:2  
2 When thou passest through the waters, I will be with thee; and through the rivers, they shall 

not overflow thee: when thou walkest through the fire, thou shalt not be burned; neither shall the 

flame kindle upon thee 

We also know that it was on this occasion that Peter got out of the boat, walking on the water to 

Jesus (Matthew 14:28-31). Peter was the main source for Mark’s gospel. If this was the case, Peter 

may have left out the story because he didn’t want to be exalted for walking on the water or to be 

humbled for sinking! Perhaps Peter was not fond of telling that story. It’s easy to criticize Peter 

for sinking, but have you ever gotten out of the boat yourself?  

Verse 51 And he went up unto them into the ship; and the wind ceased: and they were sore 

amazed in themselves beyond measure, and wondered. 

They were amazed in themselves, when they found it was Jesus, and not a spirit (verse 49). They 

were amazed in themselves when they saw the wind and the sea obey his commandment! 

Why? To Old Testament Jew, only God had the power over the sea: 

Exodus 14:21  
21 And Moses stretched out his hand over the sea; and the LORD caused the sea to go back by a 

strong east wind all that night, and made the sea dry land, and the waters were divided. 

Psalm 95:5  
5 The sea is his, and he made it: and his hands formed the dry land. 

Psalm 107:25  
25 For he commandeth, and raiseth the stormy wind, which lifteth up the waves thereof. 

Psalm 107:29  
29 He maketh the storm a calm, so that the waves thereof are still. 

Isaiah 51:15  
15 But I am the LORD thy God, that divided the sea, whose waves roared: The LORD of hosts is his 

name. 

Job 26:12  
12 He divideth the sea with his power, and by his understanding he smiteth through the proud. 

Sinking into water is also an Old Testament metaphor for death (Psalm 69:14–15).  

Psalm 69:14-15  
14 Deliver me out of the mire, and let me not sink: let me be delivered from them that hate me, and 

out of the deep waters. 

http://www.studylight.org/desk/index.cgi?q1=Matthew+14:28-31&t1=en_nas
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15 Let not the waterflood overflow me, neither let the deep swallow me up, and let not the pit shut 

her mouth upon me. 

By walking on water, Jesus proved that He is God manifest in the flesh, and that He has power 

over the forces of chaos and death. 

Verse 52 For they considered not the miracle of the loaves: for their heart was hardened. 

Mark sums up their position. They were full of amazement (and in their amazement cry out ‘thou 

art the Son of God’ - Matthew 14:33), and it was because they had not learned the lesson of the 

multiplied loaves (feeding the 5000). They had failed to realize that Jesus The Messiah was the 

Son of God could miraculously control nature, Who controlled material things and therefore to 

Whom a storm on the sea was as nothing. For He is the One Whose: 

Psalm 77:19  
19 Thy way is in the sea, and thy path in the great waters, and thy footsteps are not known. 

Isaiah 43:16  
16 Thus saith the LORD, which maketh a way in the sea, and a path in the mighty waters; 

Taking all of the other Gospels account together for a combined report of what happened one finds 

the following: Jesus orders His disciples to get into the ship and to head back over to the other 

side, passing by Bethsaida to get on over, while He Himself departed into a mountain to Pray! 

Then: 

(1) Jesus could see the apostles in the lake at night in a storm from a distance of several miles.  

It was difficult for the Disciples to get across “he saw them toiling in rowing” and because a 

great wind that blew. John 6:18  

(2) He walked on the lake to go unto them.  

(3) He commanded Peter to walk on the lake, and for a time Peter did so. Jesus then rescues sinking 

Peter from drowning. Matthew 14:28-31 

(5) The wind ceased as soon as Christ came aboard.  

(6) As Jesus got into the boat with them, miraculously the boat was instantly carried over to the 

other side (John 6:21)! Jesus rescued His disciples from working in futility. This was a miracle 

meant to assure them that He was in fact in control, and that He would always lovingly be there to 

help them fulfill what He commanded. 

John 6:21  
21 Then they willingly received him into the ship: and immediately the ship was at the land 

whither they went. 

http://www.studylight.org/desk/index.cgi?q1=Matthew+14:33&t1=en_nas
http://www.studylight.org/desk/index.cgi?q1=John+6:21&t1=en_nas
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(7) " Then they that were in the ship came and worshipped him, saying, Of a truth thou art the Son 

of God.!" (Matthew 14:33); Mark states: “and they were sore amazed in themselves beyond 

measure, and wondered "? (Mark 6:51). 

Jesus heals many in unusual ways, verses 53-56: 

Verse 53 And when they had passed over, they came into the land of Gennesaret, and drew to the 

shore. 

Verse 54 And when they were come out of the ship, straightway they knew him, 

Verse 55 And ran through that whole region round about, and began to carry about in beds those 

that were sick, where they heard he was. 

As Gennesaret was not far from Capernaum it was inevitable that people would be there who 

recognized Him and His disciples when they landed. Their first impulse therefore was to gather 

the sick from the whole region and bring them to Him. It was of course natural but confirmed the 

fears that He had previously voiced. They sought him mainly for healing rather than for truth. 

One should not be troubled by the various names given to the scene of Jesus' landing. John stated 

that they were on the way to Capernaum, which of course is true, Mark omitting the day's teachings 

in the synagogue as well as many other events. This paragraph narrates what took place the week 

or so following, while John reported in detail what took place that very day. Gennesaret was the 

name of a plain southwest of Capernaum; Bethsaida was near; and Christ's ministry was continued 

throughout the area. 

Verse 56 And whithersoever he entered, into villages, or cities, or country, they laid the sick in 

the streets, and besought him that they might touch if it were but the border of his garment: and as 

many as touched him were made whole. 

                                                                      

Rembrandt: Jesus Healing the Sick, 1649 

http://www.studylight.org/desk/index.cgi?q1=Matthew+14:33&t1=en_nas
http://www.studylight.org/desk/index.cgi?q1=Mark+6:51&t1=en_nas
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Mark concludes a brief section where we see the power of Jesus over the laws of nature. Normally, 

five thousand are not fed by one small lunch. Normally, men don’t walk on water. Normally, the 

sick are not instantly healed. None of this is normal, except by the power of God. 

So far in six chapters we see the following Miracles of Jesus! 

1. The Man with an Unclean Spirit (1:23-26; cf. Luke 4:33-35) 

2. Healing Peter's Mother-in-law (1:30-31; cf. Luke 4:38-39) 

3. Healing a Leper (1:40-45; cf. Matthew 8:2-4; Luke 5:12-14) 

4. Healing Palsy (2:1-12; cf. Matthew 9:2-8; Luke 5:17-26) 

5. The Withered Hand (3:1-6; cf. Matthew 12:9-14; Luke 6:6-11) 

6. Stilling the Storm (4:35-41; cf. Matthew 8:23-27; Luke 8:22-25) 

7. The Gadarene Demoniac (5:1-20; cf. Matthew 8:28-34; Luke 8:26-39) 

8. The Daughter of Jairus (5:21-43; cf. Matthew 9:18-26; Luke 8:40-56) 

9. The Afflicted Woman (5:25-34; cf. Matthew 9:20-22; Luke 8:43-48) 

10. Feeding the Five Thousand (6:30-46; cf. Matthew 14:13-23; Luke 9:10-17; John 6:1-15) 

11. Jesus walks on the water. (6:47-56; cf. Matthew 14:24-36; John 6:16-21) 

Bonus: I would also include the Miracles that after Jesus walks on the water and enters the ship; 

two more miracles occur: 

1. The winds ceased (verse 51) when Jesus entered the ship, 

2. As Jesus got into the boat with them, miraculously the boat was instantly carried over to the 

other side (John 6:21) 

Psalm 107:23-30  
23 They that go down to the sea in ships, that do business in great waters; 

24 These see the works of the LORD, and his wonders in the deep. 

25 For he commandeth, and raiseth the stormy wind, which lifteth up the waves thereof. 

26 They mount up to the heaven, they go down again to the depths: their soul is melted because of 

trouble. 

27 They reel to and fro, and stagger like a drunken man, and are at their wit's end. 

28 Then they cry unto the LORD in their trouble, and he bringeth them out of their distresses. 

29 He maketh the storm a calm, so that the waves thereof are still. 

30 Then are they glad because they be quiet; so he bringeth them unto their desired haven. 

 

 

 

http://www.studylight.org/desk/index.cgi?q1=John+6:21&t1=en_nas
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Pastor Hank’s Notes on: The Gospel of Mark 

Mark Chapter 7 

Mark chapter 7 details the clash regarding the traditions of the elders (Mark 7:1-23), the healing 

of the daughter of the Syro-Phoenician woman (Mark 7:24-30), and the healing of the deaf-mute 

man of Decapolis (Mark 7:31-37).  

Mark 7  

Verse 1 Then came together unto him the Pharisees, and certain of the scribes, which came from 

Jerusalem. 

“which came from Jerusalem” This was another “official delegation” of religious leaders from 

Jerusalem, coming to evaluate the ministry of Jesus. We saw a previous delegation in Mark 3:22, 

and they pronounced a harsh, condemning judgment against Jesus. This delegation from 

Jerusalem has already made up their mind about Jesus. Now they are just trying to find fault on 

Him and His ministry. 

The idea of evaluating Jesus’ ministry was acceptable. In outward appearance, these men were 

protecting Israel from a potential false prophet or false messiah. But they way they actually 

evaluated Jesus was all wrong. First, they already made up their mind about Jesus. Second, they 

did not evaluate Jesus against the measure of God’s Word. The evaluated Him against the measure 

of their religious traditions. 

Verse 2 And when they saw some of his disciples eat bread with defiled, that is to say, with 

unwashen, hands, they found fault. 

The Biblical command that the priests had to wash their hands and feet prior to entering the 

Tabernacle (Exodus 30:19; Exodus 40:12) provided the basis for the wide-spread practice of ritual 

washings in Israel. 

Exodus 30:19-20  
19 For Aaron and his sons shall wash their hands and their feet thereat: 

20 When they go into the tabernacle of the congregation, they shall wash with water, that they die 

not; or when they come near to the altar to minister, to burn offering made by fire unto the LORD: 

Verse 3 For the Pharisees, and all the Jews, except they wash their hands oft, eat not, holding the 

tradition of the elders. 

The defilement which the scribes and Pharisees thought they observed in the conduct of the Lord's 

disciples did not pertain to health or hygiene, but to their omission of the ceremonial washing of 

hands as required by religious tradition of the elders. Such customs, although no part of God's 

law, had been elevated to a place of importance even beyond God's law. 

http://www.studylight.org/desk/index.cgi?q1=Mark+7:1-23&t1=en_nas
http://www.studylight.org/desk/index.cgi?q1=Mark+7:24-30&t1=en_nas
http://www.studylight.org/desk/index.cgi?q1=Mark+7:31-37&t1=en_nas
http://www.studylight.org/desk/index.cgi?q1=Mark+3:22&t1=en_nas
http://www.studylight.org/desk/index.cgi?q1=Exodus+30:19&t1=en_nas
http://www.studylight.org/desk/index.cgi?q1=Exodus+40:12&t1=en_nas
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God commanded that the Priests had to wash their hands and feet before entering The Tabernacle, 

but the idea of ceremonial hand washing before a meal came from the tradition of the elders and 

is not a command from God. 

The Pharisees, and certain of the scribes knew this, yet they still criticized the disciples for not 

obeying these traditions. 

Verse 4 And when they come from the market, except they wash, they eat not. And many other 

things there be, which they have received to hold, as the washing of cups, and pots, brasen vessels, 

and of tables. 

Chuck Smith on Ceremonial Washings: 

“According to the ceremonial washing, and the Mishna (the first major written redaction of the 

Jewish oral traditions known as the "Oral Torah". It is also the first major work of Rabbinic 

literature) was compiled in which all of these rules and regulations were put concerning the 

washing; it's interesting that all of the rules that they had concerning the washing of hands, this 

particular type of washing, it wasn't that you just go over and wash your hands off. You had to 

wash your hands a particular way in order to be ceremonial clean. Because if your hands were 

ceremonial dirty by touching something that someone else had touched who wasn't clean...say, if 

I was a Gentile and I had touched a coin and you touched that coin, I was a Gentile unclean, 

therefore, if you touched the coin that I touched, you would be unclean too, because I'm an unclean 

Gentile. So, you go to the marketplace and you get your change, and who knows who's been 

touching those coins. And so, when you get home and you want to eat, you can't just go wash your 

hands hygienically and eat. You've got to wash them ceremonially. And to do that, you had to, first 

of all, get someone to help you out because you had to have what they called a half a log of oil, 

which is about two eggshells full in the first washing. And what you'd do is, you'd, with your 

fingers extended upward, you would take your fist and rub it in the one hand as the water was 

poured over. Rub your fingers together, and then your fist within the hand, and then the other side. 

And you would hold your hands out this way, because anything that touches you would be unclean. 

So, the water that you're washing with becomes unclean because it has touched you. And your 

hands were unclean, you see, ceremonially. So, you hold them out like this so that the water drips 

off the wrist, because you don't want that water to drip on you. Because any part it would hit, that 

would be unclean too and you'd have to go through another bath. So, you hold it out like this and 

let the water drip on down. Then, because the water that was used is now unclean, and that which 

is dripping off is unclean, then you would have to hold your hands downward and out from you, 

and they would pour another half log of water over your hands as you're holding them down and 

let it run off the fingers. And this is the way that if you didn't wash that way, and you would eat 

without going through this, they would do it several times during a meal. You know, go through 

this whole ceremonial bit of washing their hands. 
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Now, they also had these pots that you don't know what may have touched the pots. Some little fly 

may have landed on the pot that had landed on a Gentile's shoulder or something. And so, they 

would also go through the process of washing the pot on the outside. However, if when the pot 

was open, a fly would happen to land on the inside, that was it. You had to break the thing in pieces 

and not leave a piece large enough to take oil to anoint your little toe. In other words, it had to 

really be shattered, because it was unclean. And there were a lot of rules like this. If it was brass 

or metal, then there was a ceremonial washing for that, and you could use that over. Or dishes, if 

they were just flat, then they would be all right. But if there were any rim on the dish and it became 

unclean, then you had to break it completely. You couldn't use it again. And all of these rules were 

codified in the Mishna of these washings, the traditions of the elders.”  

Verse 5 
Then the Pharisees and scribes asked him, Why walk not thy disciples according to the 

tradition of the elders, but eat bread with unwashen hands? 

It is interesting how easily the traditions of man can become the dogmas and the doctrines of the 

church. 

Roman Catholic Church Traditions: No meat on Fridays, Mass in Latin, Infant Baptism, Kissing 

the Popes feet, “Holy Water”, mixed with a pinch of salt and blessed by the priest,                       

 The Wax Candle in the Liturgy: According to catholicculture.org It is undoubtedly the mind of the church 

that the candle be made of wax. The Missale Romanum, listing the things required for the celebration of Mass, plainly 

orders luminaria cerea.7 Van der Stappen lays down the general principle that no other material should be used.8 However, he notes 

that in our day it is increasingly difficult to obtain candles unmixed with other substances, and accordingly several bishops at the 

turn of the century asked the Holy See to recognize this situation and advise. The Sacred Congregation of Rites answered that it 

would no longer require candles made entirely of wax, but the Pascal Candle, the candles used in the blessing of baptismal water, 

and the two candles needed for the celebration of Mass, must be made of wax, at least in maxima parte; all other candles used on 

the altar must contain a "greater or notable part of wax". Pastors and rectors of churches should follow the norms approved by their 

respective Ordinaries.9 In view of this decree, Van der Stappen says that he and others hold that for the Pascal Candle and for the 

candles necessary for the celebration of Mass, it is sufficient that 75 % wax be used; for all other candles used on the altar, for 

exposition of the Blessed Sacrament, the public recitation of the Office, etc., it suffices that the candles used contain about 50 % 

beeswax. Fortesque has this to say: "The proportion of beeswax in church candles is regulated by law. The Pascal candle, the two 

candles for low Mass, six for High Mass, and the twelve necessary for Benediction must have at least 65 % of real beeswax. All 

other candles used on the altar must have at least 25 % of real beeswax. So the Bishops of England, and Wales on 4 December, 

1906. The Bishops of Ireland, in October 1905, directed that the Pascal Candle, and the two principal candles on the altar at Mass 

should contain at least 65 % beeswax and that all other candles used on the altar should contain at least 25 % of 

beeswax."10 Augustine states: "The general rule is that all candles used at liturgical functions should be made of pure beeswax. 

Therefore, candles made of stearine (animal fat), or of paraffin (hydrocarbon or brown coal), or of tallow are not permitted for 

liturgical use (S.R.C. No. 3063)". Commenting on the decree of 1904, he says: "This would spell, perhaps in percentages: 67-75 % 

of beeswax for the first class (maxima parte) and at least 51 % for the other candles".11 Looking through other standard works on 

liturgy and rubrics, we find that these opinions are the ones commonly accepted. Since we are not at liberty to follow in this country 

the special rules promulgated by the local Ordinaries of England, Wales and Ireland, we must obey the statutes of our own local 

dioceses, when and where the Ordinary has seen fit to legislate in this matter. Otherwise, we should be guided by the opinions of 

prudent liturgists. It is safe to conclude that the Pascal Candle and the candles used at Mass must have at least two thirds wax in 

their composition. 67 yo would be the minimum. About the other candles, the Sacred Congregation of Rites prescribes that a greater 

( 51 %) or notable part of the candles must be wax. 25 % seems rather low. 40 % looks better. In any case, a little wax put in the 

candle by the manufacturer to bind the basic matter together or make it workable would not suffice. The priest should buy those 

candles only which have the percentage of wax used clearly stamped on the individual candle. To resolve all doubts, the Holy See 

leaves the final word to the local Bishop. 

The candles used in the sanctuary should be bleached, but at Masses for the Dead, the Ferial and Sunday Masses of Advent and 

Lent, Tenebrae and at the Mass of the Pre-Sanctified they should be unbleached. All candles should be blessed, although this is not 

of strict obligation. This may be done either at Candlemas (strictly, only the candles used on this occasion are then blessed) or at 

any time with the formula found in the Rituale Romanum. The number of candles to be used at the various services is regulated by 
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church law; six at a Solemn Mass; four or six at a Sung Mass; two at Low Mass; twelve at Benediction; twenty at Exposition; six 

at Private Exposition with the Ciborium. More candles may be used on special occasions.12 In the use of candles, the priest is 

always certain to show good taste and judgment when he follows the letter of the law; just as he will show honor to God when he 

follows the spirit of the law. 

Notes: 

1 Smith, Dictionary of the Bible, Vol. I, p. 249. 2 Hastings, Dictionary of the Bible, 'Lamp'. 3 Funk and Wagnalls, New Standard 

Dictionary. 4 Smith-Cheetham, Dictionary of Christian Antiquities, Vol. II, p. 993. 5 Schuster, The Sacramentary, Vol. II, p. 245. 
6 International Encyclopedia. 7 Missale Romanum, "De defectibus", Title X, No. 1. 8 Sacra Liturgia, Vol. III, Q. 59. 9 S.R.C., 14 

Dec. 1904, No. 4148. 10 Ceremonies of the Roman Rite Explained, p. 8. 11 Liturgical Law, p. 37. 12 Ryan, Candles in the Roman 

Rite, pp. 15-23. 

See what traditions of men do to Churches! 

Verse 6 He answered and said unto them, Well hath Esaias prophesied of you hypocrites, as it is 

written, This people honoureth me with their lips, but their heart is far from me. 

Jesus disregards their question in verse 5, but instead answers with:  

 

Isaiah 29:13  
13 Wherefore the Lord said, Forasmuch as this people draw near me with their mouth, and with 

their lips do honour me, but have removed their heart far from me, and their fear toward me 

is taught by the precept of men: 

“you hypocrites” Why was Jesus so harsh in His reply? Because the leaders were far too 

concerned with trivial matters like ritual washing. When they focused on these trivial traditions, 

they excluded everyone who didn’t keep the traditions, and so they discourage people from coming 

to God. 

“and with their lips do honour me” Yes, they honored God with their lips; but in fact, God said 

they have removed their heart far from me. It is possible to have the image of being religious 

or spiritual, but actually be far from God. This was exactly the case with these religious leaders. 

“They attend church, but have removed their heart far from me” 

“They read their Bible, but have removed their heart far from me” 

“They pray eloquently, but have removed their heart far from me” 

“They contribute money, but have removed their heart far from me” 

“They do ministry, but have removed their heart far from me” 

“They love to sing, but have removed their heart far from me” 

“They talk to others about Jesus, but have removed their heart far from me” 

Verse 7 
Howbeit in vain do they worship me, teaching for doctrines the commandments of men. 
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Verse 8 For laying aside the commandment of God, ye hold the tradition of men, as the washing 

of pots and cups: and many other such like things ye do. 

Here Jesus makes clear that ‘the traditions of the elders’ are not binding on men because they are 

not a part of the Scriptures, but are the traditions of men. All societies build up traditions, but all 

need to recognize that in the end they have no binding force, and do not apply to all. It is the word 

of God that matters! 

Verse 9 And he said unto them, Full well ye reject the commandment of God, that ye may keep 

your own tradition. 

It’s bad enough you make up man made traditions, but to reject the commandment of God is 

sin! 

Jesus charged his critics with two violations of God's law:  

(1) they were hypocrites, pretending a piety they did not have, affirming a love of God they did 

not have, and voicing a religious concern which was non-existent within them;  

(2) they had substituted the traditions of men for the word of God. 

Verse 10 For Moses said, Honour thy father and thy mother; and, Whoso curseth father or 

mother, let him die the death: 

In this verse, and following, Jesus gave a glaring example of how human tradition had violated 

and circumvented the word of God. Incidentally, Jesus here recognized Moses as the author of the 

law which he also called "the word of God" in Mark 7:13, so when a Bible rejecting critic says that 

Moses didn’t write “The Law” you can tell them that Jesus said he did!  

Jesus saw ‘the Law’ as the commandment of God. It had to be obeyed. In contrast The Pharisees 

and Scribes saw the traditions of the elders as almost of equal weight to the word of God. The 

word of God is the word of God!  

Verse 11 But ye say, If a man shall say to his father or mother, It is Corban, that is to say, a gift, 

by whatsoever thou mightest be profited by me; he shall be free. 

Verse 12 And ye suffer him no more to do ought for his father or his mother; 

Verse 13 Making the word of God of none effect through your tradition, which ye have delivered: 

and many such like things do ye. 

Let’s break it down: 

“For Moses said” The Old Testament clearly lays out the responsibility of children to 

honour their parents. When children are young and in their parent’s household, they are also 

http://www.studylight.org/desk/index.cgi?q1=Mark+7:13&t1=en_nas
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responsible to obey their parents. But when they grownup they are no longer responsible to obey, 

they are still responsible to honour. 

“It is Corban” The Corban described here is that by which a man might avoid his obligation to 

his parents by a religious device. The man would declare that his possessions were ‘Corban’, 

‘given to God.’ Corban constituted a solemn Jewish oath. Once a gift was ‘Corban’ it was 

dedicated to God. Thus while useable by himself he would not be allowed to use his possessions 

to support his parents, for those possessions now belonged to God and when he died they therefore 

had to go to God. Meanwhile he retained free use of them for himself, except perhaps for a portion 

devoted to religious use, but could avoid his responsibility towards his parents. It was a device 

which could be used to get out of obligations. Through this, a son could completely disobey the 

command to Honour thy father and thy mother, and do it while being ultra-religious. Jesus 

called this making the word of God of none effect through your tradition. 

Verse 14 And when he had called all the people unto him, he said unto them, Hearken unto me 

every one of you, and understand: 

The crowd had been gathered round listening to the dispute which had been intended to discredit 

Jesus in front of them. Now Jesus drew them into the conversation. He wanted them to consider 

the truth for themselves, and it was important to Jesus that they recognized that He had good 

grounds for His argument: The Word of God verses the traditions of the elders.  

Verse 15 There is nothing from without a man, that entering into him can defile him: but the 

things which come out of him, those are they that defile the man. 

Defile: To make unclean; to render foul or dirty, to pollute; to make ceremonially unclean. 

Jesus stressed that the only thing that really defile a man in God’s eyes was what was inside him 

and came from him, not what he himself partook of. What He was countering here was the idea 

that because a man had not ceremonially washed himself (as some of His disciples had failed to 

do) what he was eating defiled him. What He wanted to turn attention to was that what a man 

thought and how they behaved morally was more important than what they ate, and that what really 

mattered was moral rightness, as He explained later to His disciples (Mark 7:18-23). 

Washing with “unclean hands” or any other such thing that we “put into us” is not defiling. Rather, 

what comes out of us defiles, and reveals that we have unclean (defiled) hearts. 

Verse 16 If any man have ears to hear, let him hear. 

Jesus would sometimes close his argument/discussion/parable with this.  

Verse 17 And when he was entered into the house from the people, his disciples asked him 

concerning the parable. 

http://www.studylight.org/desk/index.cgi?q1=Mark+7:18-23&t1=en_nas
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“his disciples asked him concerning the parable” Here parable means what His 

saying/illustration meant. This event really happened! 

Verse 18 And he saith unto them, Are ye so without understanding also? Do ye not perceive, 

that whatsoever thing from without entereth into the man, it cannot defile him; 

Verse 19 Because it entereth not into his heart, but into the belly, and goeth out into the draught, 

purging all meats? 

Verse 20 And he said, That which cometh out of the man, that defileth the man. 

God is far more concerned with what comes out of us than what goes into us. It is clear from this 

that Jesus was beginning to expect more of His disciples and was a little disappointed at their 

slowness “Are ye so without understanding also?” The point was that only what affected the 

heart of a man, could really defile him spiritually. But food merely goes into the stomach, and the 

resulting waste then goes into the toilet. 

Verse 21 For from within, out of the heart of men, proceed evil thoughts, adulteries, fornications, 

murders, 

Evil thoughts: Every outward act of sin begins by an inward act of choice: an evil thought! 

Adulteries, Fornications: These words apply to every kind of sex outside of Biblical Marriage,, 

whether married or unmarried. 

Verse 22 Thefts, covetousness, wickedness, deceit, lasciviousness, an evil eye, blasphemy, pride, 

foolishness: 

Deceit: It is at the opposite of Christian sincerity. 

Lasciviousness: Looseness; irregular indulgence of animal desires; wantonness; lustfulness. 

An Evil Eye: This is envy, or a jealous grudge, the attitude that looks upon the good fortunes of 

others with envious hatred and which would cast an evil spell upon them if it had the power. 

Pride:  This is the principal characteristic of an unsaved man. It is the glorification of self. It is the 

first of seven deadly sins; and, when the Lord named seven things which are an abomination in his 

sight, a proud look headed the list (Proverbs 6:16). 

Foolishness: lack of good sense or judgment; stupidity. Lack of wisdom. 

“Atheistic evolutionists believe that nothing created everything - a scientific impossibility. It 

couldn't happen. So they redefine the word 'nothing' to mean 'something,' so that in their 

unthinking minds, they can justify their foolishness.” - Ray Comfort 

1 Corinthians 6:9-10  

http://www.studylight.org/desk/index.cgi?q1=Proverbs+6:16&t1=en_nas
http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/r/raycomfort485350.html?src=t_foolishness
http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/r/raycomfort485350.html?src=t_foolishness
http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/r/raycomfort485350.html?src=t_foolishness
http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/authors/r/ray_comfort.html
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9 Know ye not that the unrighteous shall not inherit the kingdom of God? Be not deceived: neither 

fornicators, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor effeminate, nor abusers of themselves with mankind, 

10 Nor thieves, nor covetous, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor extortioners, shall inherit the kingdom 

of God. 

Verse 23 All these evil things come from within, and defile the man. 

What really makes a man unclean is the sin that comes from his inside him. 

“This is a thirteen-part list that exposes the kind of evil that lives in the human heart. You don’t 

need to travel a long distance to find the source of these sins. You don’t need to conduct an 

exhaustive search. All you need to do is look at your own heart. “The source from which these 

rivers of pollution proceed is the natural heart of man. Sin is not a splash of mud upon man’s 

exterior, it is a filth generated within himself.” – Spurgeon 

Let God do the WASHING, Amen! 

Titus 3:5  
5 Not by works of righteousness which we have done, but according to his mercy he saved us, by 

the washing of regeneration, and renewing of the Holy Ghost; 

 

 

1 John 1:7  
7 But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship one with another, and the 

blood of Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth us from all sin. 
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Pastor Hank’s Notes on: The Gospel of Mark 

Mark Chapter 7 

Jesus heals the daughter of the Syrophenician woman, verses 24-30: 

Verse 24 And from thence he arose, and went into the borders of Tyre and Sidon, and entered into 

an house, and would have no man know it: but he could not be hid. 

                                            
Israel during the times of Jesus                                                     Modern day Lebanon 

Some interesting notes on the next few verses: 

1. This may be the only instance in the Lord's ministry when he went beyond the bounds of Israel. 

The “country of the Gadarenes” (Mark 5:1) was considered part of Israel. Samaria was also part 

of Israel. 

2. Jesus traveled some 50 miles to the north to visit these Gentile cities (the region of Tyre and 

Sidon). This is unusual in Jesus’ ministry, because His focus was on the lost sheep of Israel. 

Matthew 15:24  
24 But he answered and said, I am not sent but unto the lost sheep of the house of Israel. 

3. It also shows that Jesus did not obey the Jewish traditions that said a faithful Jew would keep 

company with Gentiles, and would not enter a Gentile’s house.  

Acts 10:28  
28 And he said unto them, Ye know how that it is an unlawful thing for a man that is a Jew to keep 

company, or come unto one of another nation; but God hath shewed me that I should not call any 

man common or unclean. 
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4. In verse 18 Jesus compares clean and unclean food, here in verse Jesus spiritually compares 

clean/Jew with unclean/Gentile people. 

5. Jesus did not want His presence to be generally known and would have no man know it: but 

he could not be hid. Jesus cannot be hidden. He was too well known for secrecy to be possible 

and word had clearly got around that the new Jewish prophet was in the area and was staying at 

this house.  Anytime Jesus is present, He finds a way to touch lives, because He cannot be hidden. 

Verse 25 For a certain woman, whose young daughter had an unclean spirit, heard of him, and 

came and fell at his feet: 

 

Matthew 15:21-28 adds more dramatic details not reported by Mark, quoting the very words of the 

woman as she hailed Jesus as "O Lord, thou Son of David," thus identifying the woman as one 

who believed that Jesus was both "Lord" and the Jewish Messiah. The understanding and tact of 

this heathen woman in thus addressing the Saviour are amazing. She had done her homework well 

before appealing to the Lord for help. She prostrated herself at the Master's feet and poured out 

her appeal in the presence of men whom she had every reason to suppose would despise her. Great 

was her faith! 

This woman came to ________________ for her daughter, and she is a picture of an 

________________because she asked The Lord on behalf of her daughter because of her devil 

possession. 

Verse 26 The woman was a Greek, a Syrophenician by nation; and she besought him that he 

would cast forth the devil out of her daughter. 

A Greek in religion, a Syrian in tongue, a Phoenician in race. The Macedonian conquest had 

diffused Greek civilization throughout western Asia till the word "Greek" among the Jews had 

become synonymous with "Gentile". Matthew 15:22 calls her a "Canaanite" which was narrower 

and indicated an inhabitant of Canaan - which was at first inhabited by Canaan himself, which 

bore this name; and is the same with Phoenicia, of which this woman was an inhabitant, and 

therefore she is afterwards called a Syrophenician. The term "Syrophenician" was narrower still. 
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It meant a Syrian in Phoenicia, and distinguished the Phoenicians from the other Syrians. Phoenicia 

was a narrow strip near the northeast corner of the Mediterranean Sea. It was some twenty-eight 

miles long with an average width of about one mile. Canaan means lowland; Phoenicia means 

palmland. The Canaanites founded Sidon (Genesis 10:19), and the Phoenicians were their 

descendants. 

Verse 27 But Jesus said unto her, Let the children first be filled: for it is not meet to take the 

children's bread, and to cast it unto the dogs. 

Jesus seems to discourage the woman, reminding her that the children (the Jewish people) get 

bread/priority over the dogs (Gentiles like her). 

By the word "first" Jesus states that there would come a time of mercy for the Gentiles. 

Again Matthew 15:24  
24 But he answered and said, I am not sent but unto the lost sheep of the house of Israel. 

The Woman’s answer, her Faith tested: 

Verse 28 And she answered and said unto him, Yes, Lord: yet the dogs under the table eat of the 

children's crumbs. 

 

The average person would have said, "He called me a dog; I hate him!" Such was the desperate 

hope of that poor woman, and such was her astounding faith, that she at once accepted Christ's 

judgment upon her and made his very words the basis of her continued appeal! 

She fully agrees to the Lord’s words and carries it on to her own conclusion; “Quite so, Lord; and 

in that case I may have a crumb.” 

 “Nothing appealed to our blessed Lord more than faith coupled with humility.” H.A. Ironside. 

Some people come to God with a kind of faith, but without humility. Others come to God with a 

kind of humility, but without faith. But if the two are combined it is a powerful thing before God. 

A smart Gentile dog! 
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1. By placing herself under the children's table, she laid claim to a place, lowly as it was, in the 

household of God.  

2. She appealed not to the children, but to the Master! 

3. She identified the table as not belonging to the children but as "their master's table"! (Matthew 

15:27). 

The prayer of this woman showing it has nine notable features: 1. It is short; 2. humble; 3. full of 

faith; 4. fervent; 5. modest; 6. respectful; 7. rational; 8. relying only on the mercy of God; 9. 

persevering. 

Verse 29 And he said unto her, For this saying go thy way; the devil is gone out of thy daughter. 

Matthew gave the words of Jesus, "O woman, great is thy faith: be it done unto thee even as thou 

wilt" (Matthew 15:28). Amen and amen! 

“For this saying”: As an evidence of her Faith. 

Verse 30 And when she was come to her house, she found the devil gone out, and her daughter 

laid upon the bed. 

Her faith was up to His test. Believing, she left Him, and found it was even as He had said. His 

authority had reached over miles! 

“she found the devil gone out”: This was her crumb from the Master’s table! 

Concluding thoughts: 

Jesus, who as God is everywhere, and whose divine power reaches to all places, persons, and things 

had, in a secret and powerful manner, cast the devil out of this woman's daughter; without going 

to her, or speaking to the devil, his power had wrought the miracle effectually. 

The Pharisees and Scribes earlier had criticized the eating of bread in His presence by defiled 

hands, because they wanted to be rid of Him, but this woman was happy to receive even His 

crumbs. 

Jesus “marveled” only at two things - faith (Matthew 8:10) and unbelief (Mark 6:6).This woman 

had faith! 

It is noteworthy that the two most notable for faith--this woman (Mark 7:25-30) and the centurion 

(Matthew 8:10; Luke 7:9)--were both Gentiles! And for both Miracles, Jesus wasn’t present in the 

woman’s or the centurion’s home, Jesus worked those miracles by a distance because of their 

Faith! 

 

http://www.studylight.org/desk/index.cgi?q1=Matthew+15:27&t1=en_nas
http://www.studylight.org/desk/index.cgi?q1=Matthew+15:27&t1=en_nas
http://www.studylight.org/desk/index.cgi?q1=Matthew+15:28&t1=en_nas
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Pastor Hank’s Notes on: The Gospel of Mark 

Mark Chapter 7 Jesus Heals in a Gentile area: 

The healing of the deaf mute man. Only Mark gives the account of the following miracle. 

Verse 31 And again, departing from the coasts of Tyre and Sidon, he came unto the sea of Galilee, 

through the midst of the coasts of Decapolis. 

From the borders of Tyre He travelled through Sidon down to the Sea of Galilee ‘through the midst 

of the borders of Decapolis’. There would seem to have been a specific intention of avoiding 

Galilee. Various reasons have been suggested for this. Firstly that He was avoiding Herod’s 

threatening, secondly that He was removing Himself from the attacks of the Rabbis, thirdly that 

He was seeking privacy, possibly so that He could concentrate on teaching His disciples, and 

fourthly that He wanted to move on into other regions with His message. 

 

The “Decapolis” was a federation of ten Hellenized cities. This league was originally the creation 

of Alexander the Great and his successors. The Roman general Pompey’s conquest of Jordan, Syria 

and Palestine in 63 BC inaugurated a period of Roman control which would last four centuries. In 

northern Jordan, the Greek cities of Philadelphia (Amman), Gerasa (Jerash), Gadara (Umm Qais), 

Pella and Arbila (Irbid) joined with other cities in Palestine and southern Syria to form 

the Decapolis League, a fabled confederation linked by bonds of economic and cultural interest. 

Of these, four were most important: Gadara, Pella, Abila, and Scythopolis. The Decapolis was a 

confederation of ten contiguous cities, with the exception of Damascus, on what was then the edge 

of the Roman Empire in north eastern Palestine. All the Decapolis cities except for one are located 

today in northern Jordan or southern Syria, on the eastern side of the Jordan River Valley. 
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Verse 32 And they bring unto him one that was deaf, and had an impediment in his speech; 

and they beseech him to put his hand upon him. 

This indicates that many had believed the report of the former demoniac (Mark 5:18-20); and as a 

result, the people appealed to Christ on behalf of the deaf-mute. 

Mark 5:18-20  
18 And when he was come into the ship, he that had been possessed with the devil prayed him that he might be with 

him. 

19 Howbeit Jesus suffered him not, but saith unto him, Go home to thy friends, and tell them how great things the Lord 

hath done for thee, and hath had compassion on thee. 

20 And he departed, and began to publish in Decapolis how great things Jesus had done for him: and all men did marvel. 

“They bring” - That is, his friends brought, or the people brought. This is another example of 

___________________. The friends of this troubled man came and brought his need to Jesus. 

“One that was deaf, and had an impediment in his speech” - Not entirely mute, but who spoke 

indistinctly or with difficulty. His deafness probably affected his speech. 

“To put his hand upon him” - That is, to cure him. Blessings were commonly imparted by laying 

on the hands. 

Verse 33 And he took him aside from the multitude, and put his fingers into his ears, and he 

spit, and touched his tongue; 

He took him aside ... The apparent reason for this action was so that Jesus could by the man's 

deafness to communicate with him in a type of hand sign language or speak slowly and deliberately 

so the man could lip read. 

“and put his fingers into his ears, and he spit, and touched his tongue” Jesus used a curious 

manner in healing this man. Why would Jesus use such an unusual way of healing? Because the 

man was deaf Jesus used physical______________. 

Jesus used many different ways of healing. He healed with a word, healed in response to one’s 

faith, healed in response to the faith of another, healed those who asked, and He healed those He 

approached. Jesus didn’t want to be tied down to any “one method” to show that His power was 

not dependent on any method, but on the sovereign power of God. 
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Verse 34 And looking up to heaven, he sighed, and saith unto him, Ephphatha, that is, Be opened. 

Jesus looked up to heaven with a sigh - a prayer without words. Jesus thus sighed to the man who 

could not hear. His gestures declared (in a kind of pantomime) that with power from above and by 

the actions of his own mouth he would open the closed ears and release the bound tongue. 

Ephphatha ... means "open completely," or "be opened," 

Verse 35 And straightway his ears were opened, and the string of his tongue was loosed, and he 

spake plain. 

The prophecy of Isaiah 35:5-6 was fulfilled by the Son of God! 

Isaiah 35:5-6  
5 Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, and the ears of the deaf shall be unstopped. 

6 Then shall the lame man leap as an hart, and the tongue of the dumb sing: for in the wilderness 

shall waters break out, and streams in the desert. 

God uses His Hands and Fingers! 

The Finger’s of God healed this man! 

The Hand’s of God Created everything! 

Acts 7:50  
50 Hath not my hand made all these things? 

God’s Hands are Powerful! 

Habakkuk 3:4  
4 And his brightness was as the light; he had horns coming out of his hand: and there was the hiding 

of his power. 

God’s Finger wrote The Ten Commandments! 

Exodus 31:18  
18 And he gave unto Moses, when he had made an end of communing with him upon mount Sinai, 

two tables of testimony, tables of stone, written with the finger of God. 

The Finger’s of God Judged a bad King. 

Daniel 5:5  
5 In the same hour came forth fingers of a man's hand, and wrote over against the candlestick upon 

the plaister of the wall of the king's palace: and the king saw the part of the hand that wrote. 

 

 

http://www.studylight.org/desk/index.cgi?q1=Isaiah+35:5-6&t1=en_nas
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God’s Hand’s, work in our Lives. 

Isaiah 64:8  
8 But now, O LORD, thou art our father; we are the clay, and thou our potter; and we all are the 

work of thy hand. 

They Nailed God’s Hand’s to a Cross… 

 

Verse 36 And he charged them that they should tell no man: but the more he charged them, so 

much the more a great deal they published it; 

“And he charged them that they should tell no man” Knowing it would bring upon him the 

envy of the Scribes and Pharisees; and be a means of putting the common people upon setting him 

up as a temporal king, Jesus wanted to at this time keep things “under the radar”. 

Verse 37 And were beyond measure astonished, saying, He hath done all things well: he maketh 

both the deaf to hear, and the dumb to speak. 

“astonished” The result was huge astonishment all round. This was the first experience they had 

had of Jesus. 

“He hath done all things well” 

God does everything Well! 

Genesis 1:31  
31 And God saw every thing that he had made, and, behold, it was very good. And the evening and 

the morning were the sixth day. 

The Christian ought to do well! 

James 2:19  
19 Thou believest that there is one God; thou doest well: the devils also believe, and tremble. 
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Mark chapter 8 outline: The feeding of the 4,000 (Mark 8:1-9), the Lord's refusal to give the 

Pharisees the kind of sign they wanted (Mark 8:11-13), questions concerning the leaven of the 

Pharisees and of Herod (Mark 8:14-21), healing the blind man of Bethsaida (Mark 8:22-26), Peter's 

confession of Christ (Mark 8:27-30), and the first announcement of his Passion, resurrection, and 

second coming (Mark 8:31-38). 

Mark 8  

Verse 1 In those days the multitude being very great, and having nothing to eat, Jesus called his 

disciples unto him, and saith unto them, 

Verse 2 I have compassion on the multitude, because they have now been with me three days, 

and have nothing to eat: 

“I have compassion” Compassion was the source of every blessing from our Lord! Sometimes 

we become very insensitive to the needs of others, but never Jesus. He was always sensitive to the 

needs of the people  

Five times in the Gospels it is recorded that Jesus was “moved with compassion”. Twice Jesus says 

“I have compassion on them”. 

Verse 3 And if I send them away fasting to their own houses, they will faint by the way: for divers 

of them came from far. 

Some of the people had traveled a long distance to hear Jesus. This crowd of people had a common 

human need that they could not meet themselves. 

It's been reported that if you do attempt to fast, the third day seems to be one of the most difficult 

days of the fast as far as physical strength. Somehow after the third, fourth, fifth day, your body 

changes. You begin to get a little stronger and you begin to lose that tremendous hunger. And Jesus 

realizes that they've been there now for three days. Some of them had come from long distances. 

To send them home in this condition, they would become weakened; some of them would faint. 

Verse 4 And his disciples answered him, From whence can a man satisfy these men with bread 

here in the wilderness? 

Having declared His desire to feed the multitudes, verse 3, Jesus is immediately met with doubt, 

verse 4. The disciples have already seen Jesus feed five thousand men besides women and 

children, and they still doubt His ability to do the impossible. 

Verse 5 And he asked them, How many loaves have ye? And they said, Seven. 

http://www.studylight.org/desk/index.cgi?q1=Mark+8:1-9&t1=en_nas
http://www.studylight.org/desk/index.cgi?q1=Mark+8:11-13&t1=en_nas
http://www.studylight.org/desk/index.cgi?q1=Mark+8:14-21&t1=en_nas
http://www.studylight.org/desk/index.cgi?q1=Mark+8:22-26&t1=en_nas
http://www.studylight.org/desk/index.cgi?q1=Mark+8:37-30&t1=en_nas
http://www.studylight.org/desk/index.cgi?q1=Mark+8:31-38&t1=en_nas
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The situation is similar to the recent feeding of the five thousand. We see both a hungry multitude 

and a compassionate Jesus, so Jesus presents the problem to the disciples: what do we do?  

“And he asked them, How many loaves have ye?” Jesus asked them to give up their own 

food this time. Before, they used the food of the little boy, but this time Jesus made the disciples 

give. 

Verse 6 And he commanded the people to sit down on the ground: and he took the seven loaves, 

and gave thanks, and brake, and gave to his disciples to set before them; and they did set them 

before the people. 

Verse 7 And they had a few small fishes: and he blessed, and commanded to set them also before 

them. 

It seems that the disciples kept the fish from Jesus until they saw He could multiply the bread. 

They needed to see that we are safe giving everything to Jesus. 

“Why were these not mentioned before? Could it be that they had been withheld by the doubting 

disciples until they saw how the bread was multiplied? Apparently, the fishes were blessed 

separately and then distributed as the bread had been.”- H.A. Ironside 

Verse 8 So they did eat, and were filled: and they took up of the broken meat that was left seven 

baskets. 

When the meal was finished and all were filled the disciples collected the leftovers. In the first 

miracle, they collected twelve baskets full. In this miracle, they collected seven baskets full. 

Verse 9 And they that had eaten were about four thousand: and he sent them away. 

Some “Bible Scholars” and Critics claim that this is  just a retelling of the Feeding of the 5000 

because there are some clear similarities between this miraculous feeding of the people and the 

first one. 

Both miracles involved huge crowds. 

Both miracles took place in a location where no food was available. 

In both miracles Jesus used a small amount of food to feed a lot of people. 

Both miracles involved the use of bread and fish. 

In both miracles Jesus involved the disciples. 

In both miracles the disciples doubted the Lord’s ability to meet the need. 
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In both miracles Jesus asked the question, “How many loaves have ye?” 

In both miracles, Jesus took what He had, thanked God for it, and broke it. 

In both miracles the bread and fish multiplied in the hands of Jesus. 

In both miracles the crowds were entirely satisfied. 

In both miracles a large amount of food was left over. 

But, while there are many similarities, there are also several differences between this miracle and 

the first. 

The number of people fed in this miracle is different; 5,000 versus 4,000. 

The amount of bread used in this miracle is different; 5 loaves verses 7 loaves. 

The amount of food left over in this miracle is different; 12 small baskets verses 7 large baskets. 

The first miracle took place after a day of teaching. This one took place after three days of teaching. 

In the first miracle Jesus was motivated by the spiritual needs of the crowd, Mark 6:34. In this 

miracle Jesus is motivated by the physical needs of the crowd. 

The first miracle was performed using food from an outside source, John 6:9. In this miracle, it 

appears that Jesus used what the disciples already possessed. 

The first miracle was designed to teach the disciples that Jesus was “the Bread of Life” for the 

Jews. This miracle is designed to teach them that Jesus is “the Bread of Life” for the world. 
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Pastor Hank’s Notes on: The Gospel of Mark 

Mark Chapter 8 

Verse 10 And straightway he entered into a ship with his disciples, and came into the parts of 

Dalmanutha.    Matthew 15:39 calls Dalmanutha “the coasts of Magdala”. 

 

After feeding the 4000 in the Decapolis, east of the Sea of Galilee, Jesus took a boat and "came 

into the parts of Dalmanutha;" while the parallel passage (Matthew 15:39) states that he "came 

into the borders of Magdala." From this we may conclude that Dalmanutha was a town on the west 

side of the lake near Magdala. 

The Lord's refusal to give the Pharisees the kind of sign they wanted (Mark 8:11-13): 

Verse 11 And the Pharisees came forth, and began to question with him, seeking of him a sign 

from heaven, tempting him. 

Jesus was back in the territory of his old enemies who immediately confronted him and demanded 

that he show them a sign "from heaven." The stubbornness of the Pharisees is now contrasted with 

the willingness of the people in Decapolis in receiving Him. 

http://www.studylight.org/desk/index.cgi?q1=Matthew+15:39&t1=en_nas
http://www.studylight.org/desk/index.cgi?q1=Mark+8:11-13&t1=en_nas
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“tempting him” The Pharisees are tempting Jesus to perform a miraculous sign just as 

______________ did in the wilderness. 

Verse 12 And he sighed deeply in his spirit, and saith, Why doth this generation seek after a 

sign? verily I say unto you, There shall no sign be given unto this generation. 

“he sighed deeply in his spirit” This attack, and the unbelief it showed, distresses Jesus. He was 

amazed at the unbelief and nerve of these religious leaders. 

Jesus is healing the sick, casting out devils, feeding the hungry, PREACHING THE GOSPEL and 

these Pharisees want to do is pick a fight…“he sighed deeply in his spirit”… 

“There shall no sign be given” Jesus refuses, because His miracles are not done with the intention 

of convincing hardened unbelievers. Instead, Jesus did miracles to show the power of God in the 

context of mercy and forgiveness. 

Jesus's Signs are to show not for show! 

Five times (Mark 8:11, Matthew 12:38, 16:1, Luke 11:16, John 6:30) Jesus was asked for a Sign 

(Miracle) and five times he refused.  

Matthew 12:38-39  
38 Then certain of the scribes and of the Pharisees answered, saying, Master, we would see a sign 

from thee. 

39 But he answered and said unto them, An evil and adulterous generation seeketh after a sign; 

and there shall no sign be given to it, but the sign of the prophet Jonas: 

Super Important! 

Jesus says that the only Sign given to an unbelieving world is that of the prophet Jonah. Jonah 

spent three days in the Whale’s Belly and after the third day he was Resurrected out of the Whale’s 

belly. What does Jesus do after His death on the Cross and Burial in the Cave? On the third day 

He is Resurrected from the dead! So the only Sign given to the World is the Death, Burial and 

Resurrection of Jesus=The Gospel! 

Jesus later says in Luke 16:31  
31 And he said unto him, If they hear not Moses and the prophets, neither will they be persuaded, 

though one rose from the dead.  

Signs don’t save anyone, Belief, Grace through Faith=God’s Salvation Saves! 

All of the Signs and Miracles God did in front of The Children of Israel and still many of them 

didn’t believe. 

We’re not to seek after Signs; we’re to seek after God! 

Isaiah 55:6  
6 Seek ye the LORD while he may be found, call ye upon him while he is near: 
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Verse 13 And he left them, and entering into the ship again departed to the other side. 

Sorry Pharisees no sign given so Jesus heads across The Sea of Galilee again. 

The Sea of Galilee was only six or seven miles wide at the widest place, and Jesus and his apostles 

must have crossed it a hundred times. It was a natural barrier between Christ and the territory 

controlled by the Pharisees, and Jesus often found it convenient to place the Lake between himself 

and his enemies until the time of his offering himself upon the cross arrived. 

Interesting Article: http://www.ritmeyer.com/2014/12/04/harbours-of-the-sea-of-galilee/ 

Harbours of the Sea of Galilee Posted on December 4, 2014 by Leen Ritmeyer 

Ferrell Jenkins runs a travel blog and today wrote a post on the Ports of the Sea of Galilee which 

has some excellent photographs of the Church of the Primacy of Peter at Tabgha. In this interesting 

post he comments on the work of the late Mendel Nun, who was a member of Kibbutz Ein Gev 

and worked as a fisherman on the Sea of Galilee. Although not a professional archaeologist, 

Mendel researched and recorded the remains of the ancient harbours of the Sea of Galilee, of which 

there were at least sixteen. 

The remains of these harbours can only be seen when the water level is low. In the 1970′s, a number 

of ancient harbours were discovered, followed by the discovery of an ancient fishing boat in the 

mud near Magdala. During the years of 1989-1991 there was a severe drought and the 

accompanying archaeological activities revealed many remains that shed light on the shipping 

trade and fishing industry during the first century. 

 

http://www.ritmeyer.com/2014/12/04/harbours-of-the-sea-of-galilee/
http://www.ritmeyer.com/2014/12/04/harbours-of-the-sea-of-galilee/
http://www.ritmeyer.com/author/admin/
https://ferrelljenkins.wordpress.com/about/
https://ferrelljenkins.wordpress.com/2014/12/04/ports-of-the-sea-of-galilee/
http://www.ritmeyer.com/wp-content/uploads/2014/12/kinneret.jpg
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The photograph below, taken in 2009, shows the remains of some of the piers of the Capernaum 
harbour: 

                                                                                

Photo: Leen Ritmeyer 

Mendel’s map and the photographs he published made it possible to make a reconstruction 
drawing of Capernaum and its ancient harbour: 

 

Reconstruction of the harbour of Capernaum at the time of Christ based on archaeological remains. 

Several piers, which can still be seen when the water level is low, jutted out into the sea to provide 

a quiet and safe harbor for fishing boats. Capernaum was the city where Jesus lived after he left 

Nazareth (Matthew 4.13; Mark 2.1; Luke 4.31; John 2.12). 

http://www.ritmeyer.com/wp-content/uploads/2014/12/cap-harbour.jpg


54 
 

Questions concerning the leaven of the Pharisees and of Herod (Mark 8:14-21): 

Verse 14 Now the disciples had forgotten to take bread, neither had they in the ship with them 

more than one loaf. 

We are not told who had forgotten to take the bread. Someone was responsible and had failed in 

their responsibility. Perhaps it was all of them, each leaving it to the other. They were now entering 

Gentile territory with only one loaf between them. 

So Jesus will now take the opportunity to draw their attention to the fact that they were not only 

short of bread, but also of the bread of truth.  

Verse 15 And he charged them, saying, Take heed, beware of the leaven of the Pharisees, and of 

the leaven of Herod. 

The discussion here isn’t about who forgot the bread or running out of bread, the discussion here 

is about the Leaven of the Pharisees, Sadducees and of the leaven of Herod. 

Leaven: Dough that had been left and had fermented. It was thus permeated with corruption. 

Leaven makes a general change in the mass. It generally means something which corrupts or 

depraves that with which it is mixed. Jesus uses the leaven in the loaf of bread as an object lesson 

to illustrate the pervasive corrupting teaching of the Pharisees and of Herod. 

Leaven in The Bible isn’t a good thing. 

Galatians 5:9  
9 A little leaven leaveneth the whole lump. 

1 Corinthians 5:6  
6 Your glorying is not good. Know ye not that a little leaven leaveneth the whole lump? 

 

Beware of the: 

“The leaven of the Pharisees” Is reference to their hypocrisy and deceit, and especially to the 

vicious campaign they had launched in an effort to refute Jesus' claim to be the divine Messiah of 

Israel.  

http://www.studylight.org/desk/index.cgi?q1=Mark+8:14-21&t1=en_nas
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The doctrine of the Pharisees chiefly hinged upon two beliefs. 

1. Acceptance with God on the ground of legal performances. 

2. The obligation of the tradition of the elders. These led to multiplied observances of a legal kind, 

pride and boasting, hypocrisy, laxity of morals. 

And you can add attempting to discredit and destroy Jesus! 

How sad it is that the Pharisees who criticized some of Jesus’ disciples for receiving bread with 

unwashed hands now find themselves with no spiritual bread because their hearts are defiled. All 

that they have is ‘the leaven (corrupted bread) of the Pharisees’ (Mark 8:15). Thus they come 

seeking a sign. Meanwhile the people in Decapolis, whom certainly they would have seen as 

defiled, had received a sign and had also enjoyed abundance of such bread. 

“The leaven of Herod” This was the leaven of rejection concerning all the hopes of Israel. The 

Herodians were a prominent sect of the Jews who were willing to give up their sacred inheritance 

and accommodate with the military power of the Romans. 

The leaven of Herod is worldly, political, earthly, and materialistic. The more time you spend with 

these than God, you life because of this leaven become corrupt! 

Verse 16 And they reasoned among themselves, saying, It is because we have no bread. 

They that have their minds fixed on earthly things are outright blinded to heavenly things, even 

though the heavenly things are plainly set before them. 

The nine questions following each other in rapid succession (Mark 8:17-21) show Jesus was 

clearly frustrated at their failure to think along spiritual lines. He could not think why they were 

so taken up with a shortage of physical bread when He had proved Himself able to be the provider 

of more than sufficient. Were they blind and deaf?  

 Verse 17 And when Jesus knew it, he saith unto them, Why reason ye, because ye have no bread? 

perceive ye not yet, neither understand? have ye your heart yet hardened? 

Isn’t it fun being with someone that can read your thoughts! 

Do ye not yet perceive ... The apostles' perception had failed on two counts: (1) They had failed 

to perceive that Jesus could and would supply bread for the four thousand men. (2) They had failed 

to perceive that the one loaf which they had on board WITH JESUS, was far more than enough! 

They had not learned the true lessons which their experiences were designed to teach. 

Verse 18 Having eyes, see ye not? and having ears, hear ye not? and do ye not remember? 

The apostles were here afflicted with the natural blindness, deafness and spiritual understanding 

that so easily pertains to earthly life. 

http://www.studylight.org/desk/index.cgi?q1=Mark+8:15&t1=en_nas
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Jesus explains: 

Verse 19 When I brake the five loaves among five thousand, how many baskets full of fragments 

took ye up? They say unto him, Twelve. 

Verse 20 And when the seven among four thousand, how many baskets full of fragments took ye 

up? And they said, Seven. 

Verse 21 And he said unto them, How is it that ye do not understand? 

Note that in these words the two feedings are referred to clearly as separate events, and the numbers 

and types of baskets are both distinguished. 

“How is it that ye do not understand?” After all this rebuke and explanation, the greatest of all 

teachers had the greatest of all classes, Matthew 16:12 gives the result:  

The Disciples are starting to understand:  

Matthew 16:12  
12 Then understood they how that he bade them not beware of the leaven of bread, but of the 

doctrine of the Pharisees and of the Sadducees. 

Trusting God When You Don’t Understand: 

No matter how much you don’t understand life as it is right now; no matter how uncomfortable it 

may seem or how hard it gets, don’t give up.  If Jesus is with you - Jesus who is with you every 

day teaching you, the same Jesus who IS and knows the beginning and the end, trusting Jesus will 

get you to the point where you make a decision to trust in Him and NOT in your own logic and 

understanding.  

Encourage yourself in the Lord daily; read His word; pray without ceasing and seek His face.  The 

next time you find yourself in a position where you are stressed and worried about what God is 

doing in your life remember to: 

1. Consider the Source  

2. Trust the Lord  

3. Be Obedient  

4. Trust God to Lead You  

Proverbs 3:5-6  
5 Trust in the LORD with all thine heart; and lean not unto thine own understanding. 

6 In all thy ways acknowledge him, and he shall direct thy paths. 
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Pastor Hank’s Notes on: The Gospel of Mark 

Mark Chapter 8 

Healing the blind man of Bethsaida (Mark 8:22-26):  

Verse 22 And he cometh to Bethsaida; and they bring a blind man unto him, and besought him to 

touch him. 

The healing of the blind man of Bethsaida is recorded only by Mark. After feeding the 4000 in the 

Decapolis-east of the Sea of Galilee Mark 8:1-9, Jesus took a boat and "came into the parts of 

Dalmanutha/Magdala" 8:10-13, Jesus then enters a ship v.13 and “departed to the other side”. 

Verse 22 then Jesus “cometh to Bethsaida”. 

 

 

Verse 23 And he took the blind man by the hand, and led him out of the town; and when he had 

spit on his eyes, and put his hands upon him, he asked him if he saw ought. 

“and led him out of the town” Rather than performing this miracle in front of all of the people, 

Jesus took this blind man out of the town. 

http://www.studylight.org/desk/index.cgi?q1=Mark+8:22-26&t1=en_nas
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“and put his hands upon him” This is the only “gradual” or “progressive” healing described in 

the ministry of Jesus. It is another example of the variety of healing methods Jesus used. Truth be 

told, this is how most of God’s work happens in us. We receive Spiritual Growth and Blessings 

little by little. 

“spit on his eyes” In certain cases of blindness, the eyes are found gummed together and Jesus 

here is using a physical application in His healing to the blind man.  

The idea is that the healings of Jesus will open the eyes of the spiritually blind as they will open 

the mouth of the spiritually dumb (Mark 7:33). 

Verse 24 And he looked up, and said, I see men as trees, walking. 

He began to have some vision, but it was very blurry. 

 

Verse 25 After that he put his hands again upon his eyes, and made him look up: and he was 

restored, and saw every man clearly. 

This may have been done this way to develop faith in the man.  

We are all Sinners who are Blind, 

2 Corinthians 4:4  
4 In whom the god of this world hath blinded the minds of them which believe not, lest the light 

of the glorious gospel of Christ, who is the image of God, should shine unto them. 

The effect of the Holy Spirit is to open the eyes, to show the sinner his condition and his danger, 

and to lead him to “look” on Him as the Saviour.   

I’ve a message from the Lord, hallelujah! 

This message unto you I’ll give, 



59 
 

’Tis recorded in His word, hallelujah! 

It is only that you “look and live.” 

Refrain: 

“Look and live,” my brother, live, 

Look to Jesus now, and live; 

’Tis recorded in His word, hallelujah! 

It is only that you “look and live.” 

I’ve a message full of love, hallelujah! 

A message, O my friend, for you, 

’Tis a message from above, hallelujah! 

Jesus said it, and I know ’tis true. 

Life is offered unto you, hallelujah! 

Eternal life thy soul shall have, 

If you’ll only look to Him, hallelujah! 

Look to Jesus who alone can save. 

I will tell you how I came, hallelujah! 

To Jesus when He made me whole— 

’Twas believing on His name, hallelujah! 

I trusted and He saved my soul. 

Verse 26 And he sent him away to his house, saying, Neither go into the town, nor tell it to any 

in the town. 

It should be noted that the citizens of Bethsaida who brought this man to Jesus; was also noted for 

its unbelief and rejection of the Lord (Matthew 11:21-22).  

Why was he not allowed to return to Bethsaida? More than enough had already been done for that 

wicked village; and Jesus here heeded his own admonition regarding the casting of pearls before 

swine. 

A further interesting point may also be considered here before we move on. From Mark 

6:30 - Mark 8:26 we have partly parallel themes. In Mark 6:30 to Mark 7:31 we have the 

miraculous feeding of a crowd (Mark 6:35-44), the crossing of the sea (Mark 6:45-56), dispute 

with the Pharisees (Mark 7:1-23), an incident about bread (Mark 7:24-30), and an unusual healing 

(Mark 7:31-37). Interestingly this is then followed by a miraculous feeding of a crowd (Mark 8:1-

9), a crossing of the sea (Mark 8:10), a dispute with the Pharisees (Mark 8:11-13), an incident 

about bread (leaven) (Mark 8:14-21), and an unusual healing (Mark 8:22-26).  

A quick overview of what we’ve been studying so far of Marks themes are: The presentation of 

Jesus the king (Mark 2:1 to Mark 3:6), His appointment of Apostles and successful ministry 

http://www.studylight.org/desk/index.cgi?q1=Mark+6:30&t1=en_nas
http://www.studylight.org/desk/index.cgi?q1=Mark+6:30&t1=en_nas
http://www.studylight.org/desk/index.cgi?q1=Mark+8:26&t1=en_nas
http://www.studylight.org/desk/index.cgi?q1=Mark+6:30&t1=en_nas
http://www.studylight.org/desk/index.cgi?q1=Mark+7:31&t1=en_nas
http://www.studylight.org/desk/index.cgi?q1=Mark+6:35-44&t1=en_nas
http://www.studylight.org/desk/index.cgi?q1=Mark+6:45-56&t1=en_nas
http://www.studylight.org/desk/index.cgi?q1=Mark+7:1-23&t1=en_nas
http://www.studylight.org/desk/index.cgi?q1=Mark+7:24-30&t1=en_nas
http://www.studylight.org/desk/index.cgi?q1=Mark+7:31-37&t1=en_nas
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throughout Galilee (Mark 3:7 to Mark 7:23), His continued ministry in mixed Jewish-Gentile 

territory (Mark 7:24 to Mark 8:26), together with the growth of opposition revealed throughout. 

Peter's confession of Christ (Mark 8:27-30): 

Verse 27 And Jesus went out, and his disciples, into the towns of Caesarea Philippi: and by the 

way he asked his disciples, saying unto them, Whom do men say that I am? 

At the center of his Gospel Mark placed Peter's confession that Jesus is the Messiah. Up to this 

point the underlying question had been, “Who is He?” After Peter's declaration on behalf of the 

Twelve, Mark's narrative is oriented toward the Cross and the Resurrection. From now on the 

underlying double question was, “What kind of Messiah is He, and what does it mean to follow 

Him?” This crucial passage is the point to which the first half of the book leads and from which 

the second half proceeds. 

Whom do men say that I am? 

This is the most important question which confronts people of all generations; and it was 

particularly important that the apostles should be instructed in the all-important fact of WHO Jesus 

is, and was, and shall be forever. 

Verse 28 And they answered, John the Baptist; but some say, Elias; and others, One of the 

prophets. 

While Jesus was on earth there was much confusion about who He was. Some thought He was a 

wise man or a great prophet. Others thought He was a madman.  

Verse 29 And he saith unto them, But whom say ye that I am? And Peter answereth and saith unto 

him, Thou art the Christ. 

“Thou art the Christ” 

Now, Christ is not a name; it is a title. It is the Greek for the Hebrew Messiah. And the word 

Messiah in Hebrew means the anointed one, and the word Christ in Greek means the anointed one.  

Peter, apparently speaking for all of the Twelve, confessed: "Thou art the Christ." Peter here is 

now probably expressing the view of all of them as discussed among themselves. 

Remember, this is not the first time that Jesus was called Messiah. 

John 1:41  
41 He first findeth his own brother Simon, and saith unto him, We have found the Messias, which 

is, being interpreted, the Christ. 

http://www.studylight.org/desk/index.cgi?q1=Mark+3:7&t1=en_nas
http://www.studylight.org/desk/index.cgi?q1=Mark+7:23&t1=en_nas
http://www.studylight.org/desk/index.cgi?q1=Mark+7:24&t1=en_nas
http://www.studylight.org/desk/index.cgi?q1=Mark+8:26&t1=en_nas
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The healing of the blind man (Mark 8:22-26) which must also be seen as having spiritual 

significance, as is demonstrated by the fact that it is followed by the eyes of the disciples being 

opened (Mark 8:27-30). 

Matthew records The Lord’s compliment of Faith to Peter in Matthew 16:17  
17 And Jesus answered and said unto him, Blessed art thou, Simon Barjona: for flesh and blood 

hath not revealed it unto thee, but my Father which is in heaven. 

Who do you say Jesus is? Your response to Him will determine not only your values and lifestyle, 

but your eternal destiny as well. Consider what the Bible says about Him: 

1. Jesus is God. 

John 1:1  

 1In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 

2. Jesus is Holy. 

Mark 1:24  
24 Saying, Let us alone; what have we to do with thee, thou Jesus of Nazareth? art thou come to 

destroy us? I know thee who thou art, the Holy One of God. 

3. Jesus is The Saviour. 

Philippians 3:20  
20 For our conversation is in heaven; from whence also we look for the Saviour, the Lord Jesus 

Christ: 

4. Jesus is The Only Way to Heaven! 

John 14:6  
6 Jesus saith unto him, I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the Father, but by 

me. 

5. Jesus is Lord. 

Philippians 2:10-11  
10 That at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of things in heaven, and things in earth, and 

things under the earth; 

11 And that every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. 

6. Jesus is The King of Kings and Lord of Lords! 

Revelation 19:16  
16 And he hath on his vesture and on his thigh a name written, KING OF KINGS, AND LORD OF 

LORDS. 

7. Jesus is The Judge! 

http://www.studylight.org/desk/index.cgi?q1=Mark+8:22-26&t1=en_nas
http://www.studylight.org/desk/index.cgi?q1=Mark+8:27-30&t1=en_nas
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John 5:22  
22 For the Father judgeth no man, but hath committed all judgment unto the Son: 

Who do you say Jesus is? That is the inescapable question. He alone can Save and Redeem you 

and free you from the power and penalty of sin. He alone can transform you, restore you to 

fellowship with God, and give your life eternal purpose.  

Verse 30 And he charged them that they should tell no man of him. 

The time has not yet come to reveal Himself to the world. He's revealing Himself now to His 

disciples, but He does not yet reveal Himself to the world. 

The first announcement of his Passion, resurrection, and second coming (Mark 8:31-38): 

Verse 31 And he began to teach them, that the Son of man must suffer many things, and be 

rejected of the elders, and of the chief priests, and scribes, and be killed, and after three days rise 

again. 

Why must Jesus suffer many things and be killed? The suffering and death of Jesus was 

a must because of three great facts: man’s sin, man’s need of a Saviour and God’s love. And this 

was Prophesized:  

Isaiah 53:3-12  
3 He is despised and rejected of men; a man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief: and we hid as 

it were our faces from him; he was despised, and we esteemed him not. 

4 Surely he hath borne our griefs, and carried our sorrows: yet we did esteem him stricken, smitten 

of God, and afflicted. 

5 But he was wounded for our transgressions, he was bruised for our iniquities: the chastisement 

of our peace was upon him; and with his stripes we are healed. 

6 All we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned every one to his own way; and the LORD hath 

laid on him the iniquity of us all. 

7 He was oppressed, and he was afflicted, yet he opened not his mouth: he is brought as a lamb to 

the slaughter, and as a sheep before her shearers is dumb, so he openeth not his mouth. 

8 He was taken from prison and from judgment: and who shall declare his generation? for he was 

cut off out of the land of the living: for the transgression of my people was he stricken. 

9 And he made his grave with the wicked, and with the rich in his death; because he had done no 

violence, neither was any deceit in his mouth. 

10 Yet it pleased the LORD to bruise him; he hath put him to grief: when thou shalt make his soul 

an offering for sin, he shall see his seed, he shall prolong his days, and the pleasure of 

the LORD shall prosper in his hand. 

http://www.studylight.org/desk/index.cgi?q1=Mark+8:31-38&t1=en_nas


63 
 

11 He shall see of the travail of his soul, and shall be satisfied: by his knowledge shall my righteous 

servant justify many; for he shall bear their iniquities. 

12 Therefore will I divide him a portion with the great, and he shall divide the spoil with the strong; 

because he hath poured out his soul unto death: and he was numbered with the transgressors; and 

he bare the sin of many, and made intercession for the transgressors. 

A Mini Summary of the Prophesies concerning the Passion, resurrection, and second 

coming: 

Death would occur in Jerusalem, It would come with his own consent, It would follow his rejection 

by Israel, The elders would participate in it, The chief priests would cause it, The scribes would 

approve it, He would be killed (not merely die), He would be crucified, He would suffer many 

things, He would be condemned to death (indicating trials), He would be "delivered up" (betrayed), 

Gentiles would also be instruments of his death, He would be mocked, He would be scourged, He 

would rise from the dead "after three days". 

 

New Testament: John 3:16! 

 

Peter rebukes Jesus; Jesus rebukes Peter, verses 32-33: 

Verse 32 And he spake that saying openly. And Peter took him, and began to rebuke him. 

Matthew quotes Peter in Matthew 16:22  
22 Then Peter took him, and began to rebuke him, saying, Be it far from thee, Lord: this shall 

not be unto thee. 

Verse 33 But when he had turned about and looked on his disciples, he rebuked Peter, saying, 

Get thee behind me, Satan: for thou savourest not the things that be of God, but the things 

that be of men. 

A few verses before Peter spoke as a messenger of God, now he speaks as a messenger of Satan. 

Jesus knew there was a satanic purpose in discouraging Him from His ministry of the cross, and 

Jesus would not allow that purpose to succeed. The words of Jesus here do not mean that Peter 

was satanic and depraved, but that in opposing the cross he was unconsciously taking the part of 

Satan in opposing the will of God. 

“Get thee behind me, Satan” This is generally interpreted to mean that Peter had gone out in 

front of the Lord in an effort to guide him, and the Lord was here ordering Peter to assume his 

proper place behind the Lord as a devoted follower and disciple. 
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Pastor Hank’s Notes on: The Gospel of Mark 

Mark Chapter 8 

What it really means to be a Christian, following The Lord and the value of a Soul, verses 

34-38: 

The conditions: 

1. Self-denial. 

2. Cross-bearing. 

3. Obedience and Imitation. 

Verse 34 And when he had called the people unto him with his disciples also, he said unto them, 

Whosoever will come after me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow me. 

It was bad enough for the disciples to hear that Jesus would suffer, be rejected, and die on a cross 

(verse 31). Now Jesus tells them that they must do the same thing! 

Let’s begin with what Jesus didn’t mean. Many people interpret “Cross” as some burden they must 

carry in their lives: a strained relationship, a thankless job, a physical illness. With self-pitying 

pride, they say, “That’s my cross I have to bear.” Such an interpretation is not what Jesus meant 

when He said, “Take up your cross and follow Me.” 

Taking up your Cross, Being a Christian and following The Lord: 

Is a voluntary choice-“Whosoever will.” The Gospel is Salvation! 

Jesus’ words “come after Me” applies to the initial surrender of the new birth (Being Borned 

Again), when a person comes to Jesus for Salvation and the old life of sin is exchanged for a new 

life of righteousness. To the believers “come after Me” is the call to the life of daily obedience to 

Christ. 

It’s also saying no to self which is a difficult thing to do, but it is the model of the Christian-“let 

him deny himself.” A person who is not willing to deny himself cannot claim to be a disciple of 

Jesus Christ.  

Deny means: To reject; to disown; not to receive or embrace. 

Denying self means that we reject our natural feelings about ourselves, i.e., our right to ourselves, 

our right to run our own lives. We are to deny that we own ourselves. We do not have the final 

right to decide what we are going to do, or where we are going to go. 

The world today is saying, "You must assert yourself." But The God says we must deny ourselves. 
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“Growth in grace is growth downward; it is the forming of a lower estimate of ourselves” – Arthur 

Pink 

The Cross wasn’t just for Jesus, but for all who would follow Him-“and take up his cross.” This 

is Suffering for The Gospel. 

Everybody knew what Jesus meant when He said this. Everyone knew that the cross was an 

unrelenting instrument of death. The Cross had no other purpose. The Cross wasn’t about 

religious ceremonies; it wasn’t about traditions and spiritual feelings. The Cross was a way to 

execute people. 

Obedience and imitation- “and follow me”- This is Service for The Gospel! 

Are you willing to follow Jesus if it means losing some of your closest friends? 

Are you willing to follow Jesus if it means separation from your family? 

Are you willing to follow Jesus if it means the loss of your reputation? 

Are you willing to follow Jesus if it means losing your job? 

Are you willing to follow Jesus if it means losing your life? 

These consequences are a reality. Following Jesus doesn’t necessarily mean all these things will 

happen to you, but are you willing to take up Your Cross? If there comes a point in your life where 

you are faced with a choice—Jesus or the comforts of this life—which will you choose? 

To take up one’s Cross is simply to be willing to pay any price for Christ’s sake. It is the 

willingness to endure shame, embarrassment, reproach, rejection, persecution, and even 

martyrdom for His sake. 

For a disciple of Christ to take up his Cross is for him to be willing to start on a death march. To 

be a disciple of Jesus Christ is to be willing, in His service, to suffer the indignities, the pain, and 

even the death of a condemned criminal. 

The Cross represents suffering that is ours because of our relationship to Christ. Christ does not 

call disciples to Himself to make their lives easy and prosperous, but to make them holy and 

productive. Willingness to take up his cross is the mark of the true disciple.  

MUST JESUS BEAR THE CROSS ALONE? Words: Thomas Shepherd, Music: Georg Allen 

 Must Jesus bear the cross alone,  

And all the world go free? 

No, there’s a cross for everyone, 

And there’s a cross for me. 
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How happy are the saints above, 

Who once went sorrowing here! 

But now they taste unmingled love, 

And joy without a tear. 

The consecrated cross I’ll bear 

Till death shall set me free; 

And then go home my crown to wear, 

For there’s a crown for me. 

Upon the crystal pavement down 

At Jesus’ piercèd feet, 

Joyful I’ll cast my golden crown 

And His dear Name repeat. 

O precious cross! O glorious crown! 

O resurrection day! 

When Christ the Lord from Heav’n comes down 

And bears my soul away. 

Only after a person denies himself and takes up his cross, Jesus said, is he prepared to “follow 

Me.”  

Why we must take up our cross and follow Jesus: 

1 John 2:6  
6 He that saith he abideth in him ought himself also so to walk, even as he walked. 

It’s “walking the walk” and “living the life” 

“Take up his cross, and follow me” also means being willing to die in order to follow Jesus. This 

is called “dying to self.”  

Galatians 2:20  
20 I am crucified with Christ: nevertheless I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me: and the life 

which I now live in the flesh I live by the faith of the Son of God, who loved me, and gave himself 

for me. 

It’s a call to absolute surrender. After each time Jesus commanded cross bearing, He said: 

Verse 35 For whosoever will save his life shall lose it; but whosoever shall lose his life for my 

sake and the gospel's, the same shall save it.  

Any disciple who would save his life by denying the Lord will lose eternal life, while any disciple 

who might lose his life through faithfulness to Christ and the gospel will gain eternal life. 

Verse 36 For what shall it profit a man, if he shall gain the whole world, and lose his own soul? 
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If you could be anything you wanted to be, if you could have anything you wanted to have, what 

would be the greatest ambition of your life? What would you choose? Now, if in achieving that 

goal you lost your own soul, would it be worth it?     

 “For what shall it profit a man, if he shall gain the whole world, and lose his own soul??"  

 

1. Man pursues fortune. 

2. Man pursues attention. 

3. Man pursues popularity. 

4. Man pursues pleasure. 

5. Man pursues power. 

6. Man pursues the success of this world and loses his soul. 

  

The cost of this world’s “riches” are all extremely high. You may gain wealth, attention, 

popularity, respect, security, accomplishment, power, earthly knowledge, success, and 

satisfaction, and in the process lose your soul. Choose carefully! 

 

Verse 37 Or what shall a man give in exchange for his soul? 

It’s amazing that people will sell their soul to the devil, and God’s offer of Eternal Life for their 

soul! 

Father Urbain Grandier was a French Catholic priest who was burned at the stake after being 

convicted of witchcraft. He served as priest in the church of Sainte Croix in Loudun, in the Roman 

Catholic Diocese of Poitiers. Ignoring his vow of priestly celibacy, he is known to have had sexual 

relationships with a number of women and to have acquired a reputation as a philanderer. In 1632, 

a group of nuns from the local Ursuline convent accused him of having bewitched them, sending 

the demon Asmodai, among others, to commit evil and impudent acts with them. At his trial, the 

judges, after torturing the priest, introduced documents purportedly signed by Grandier and several 

demons as evidence that he had made a diabolical pact. They were written backwards in Latin and 

even included the signature of Satan himself. The text of the pact read as follows: 
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“We, the influential Lucifer, the young Satan, Beelzebub, Leviathan, Elimi, and Astaroth, together 

with others, have today accepted the covenant pact of Urbain Grandier, who is ours. And him do 

we promise the love of women, the flower of virgins, the respect of monarchs, honors, lusts and 

powers. He will go whoring three days long; the carousal will be dear to him. He offers us once in 

the year a seal of blood, under the feet he will trample the holy things of the church and he will 

ask us many questions; with this pact he will live twenty years happy on the earth of men, and will 

later join us to sin against God. Bound in hell, in the council of demons. 

Lucifer Beelzebub Satan Astaroth Leviathan Elimi The seals placed the Devil, the master, and the 

demons, princes of the lord. Baalberith, writer.” 
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Verse 38 Whosoever therefore shall be ashamed of me and of my words in this adulterous and 

sinful generation; of him also shall the Son of man be ashamed, when he cometh in the glory of 

his Father with the holy angels. 

“ashamed of me” Ashamed to be a follower of Jesus. 

“and of my words” Ashamed of the doctrines of the Gospel, of remission of sins by his blood, of 

justification by his righteousness, and of salvation alone by him, with every other truth relating to 

him, or connected with these; 

“when he cometh in the glory of his Father with the holy angels” 

This is a clear and dramatic reference to the second coming of Christ at the end of the dispensation 

when He shall appear and with the purpose of executing eternal justice upon his creation.  

2 Timothy 2:12  
12 If we suffer, we shall also reign with him: if we deny him, he also will deny us: 

“Whosoever will come after me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow me” 
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We complain about the Cross we bear but don't realize it is preparing us for the dip in the road 

that God can see, and we can't. The journey of Jesus led to the cross. That is where Jesus calls us 

to follow today—the way of the cross. This is not some inward spiritual journey. This is a 

confrontation with life, power, violence and death. But we are not alone. Jesus walks ahead. He 

leads the way! 
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Pastor Hank’s Notes on: The Gospel of Mark 

Mark Chapter 9 

Mark chapter 9 Outline: The Transfiguration (Mark 9:2-9), teachings concerning Elijah (Mark 
9:10-13), the cure of the lunatic boy (Mark 9:14-29), another prophecy of the Passion (Mark 9:30-
32), discussion of who was the greatest (Mark 9:33-37), the unknown wonder-worker (Mark 9:38-
42), and a collection of independent maxims uttered by our Lord (Mark 9:43-50). 

Mark 9  

Verse 1 And he said unto them, Verily I say unto you, That there be some of them that stand here, 

which shall not taste of death, till they have seen the kingdom of God come with power. 

Walking with Jesus doesn’t just mean a life of death and crosses (chapter 8). It also means a life 

of the power and glory of the kingdom of God. Jesus promised some of His disciple’s glimpses of 

that power and glory as we’ll see here in Mark chapter 9. 

The final few verses of Mark 8 and Mark 9:1 are a collection of Maxims-independent sayings of 

our Lord which Mark grouped together.  Another such grouping of independent maxims is found 

at the end of this chapter (Mark 9:43-50).  

Maxims: a well-known phrase that expresses a general truth about life or a rule about behavior, a 

proverbial saying. 

“which shall not taste of death, till…” Saints only taste of death; sinners are swallowed up of it, 

they are "killed with death," Revelation 2:23. 

“till they have seen the kingdom of God come with power” The Transfiguration and unveiling 

of Jesus’ glory in the presence of the three disciples corresponds to the assurance that “they have 

seen”. 

The Transfiguration, verses 2-8: 

Verse 2 And after six days Jesus taketh with him Peter, and James, and John, and leadeth them up 

into an high mountain apart by themselves: and he was transfigured before them. 

Peter, and James, and John ... These three apostles formed the "inner circle" within the Twelve. 

They were also at the raising of Jairus' daughter, and in the Garden of Gethsemane. The special 

preferment given by the Lord to these three was doubtless prompted by the key roles that they 

would have in the church. James was the first to seal his testimony with his blood; Peter preached 

the first sermon; and John remained on earth the longest and delivered the final prophecy.  

It’s Biblical to have Human Witnesses when reporting something: 

Old Testament: Deuteronomy 19:15  

http://www.studylight.org/desk/index.cgi?q1=Mark+9:2-8&t1=en_nas
http://www.studylight.org/desk/index.cgi?q1=Mark+9:9-13&t1=en_nas
http://www.studylight.org/desk/index.cgi?q1=Mark+9:9-13&t1=en_nas
http://www.studylight.org/desk/index.cgi?q1=Mark+9:14-29&t1=en_nas
http://www.studylight.org/desk/index.cgi?q1=Mark+9:30-32&t1=en_nas
http://www.studylight.org/desk/index.cgi?q1=Mark+9:30-32&t1=en_nas
http://www.studylight.org/desk/index.cgi?q1=Mark+9:33-37&t1=en_nas
http://www.studylight.org/desk/index.cgi?q1=Mark+9:38-42&t1=en_nas
http://www.studylight.org/desk/index.cgi?q1=Mark+9:38-42&t1=en_nas
http://www.studylight.org/desk/index.cgi?q1=Mark+9:43-50&t1=en_nas
http://www.studylight.org/desk/index.cgi?q1=Mark+9:1&t1=en_nas
http://www.studylight.org/desk/index.cgi?q1=Mark+9:43-50&t1=en_nas
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15 One witness shall not rise up against a man for any iniquity, or for any sin, in any sin that he 

sinneth: at the mouth of two witnesses, or at the mouth of three witnesses, shall the matter be 

established. 

New Testament: 

2 Corinthians 13:1  

1 This is the third time I am coming to you. In the mouth of two or three witnesses shall every 

word be established. 

1 Timothy 5:19  
19 Against an elder receive not an accusation, but before two or three witnesses. 

There were also three heavenly witnesses, Moses, Elijah, and the voice of God from heaven. 

When the Lord Jesus sent His disciples out as witnesses, He sent them out in twos. 

The fact that Jesus only took Peter, James and John may have sparked the discussion of who was 

the greatest (Mark 9:33-37). 

The Transfiguration; Matthew 17:2 adds a physical description: 

2 And was transfigured before them: and his face did shine as the sun, and his raiment was white 

as the light. 

Luke 9:30-31 adds what Jesus, Moses and Elijah spoke about : 

30 And, behold, there talked with him two men, which were Moses and Elias: 

31 Who appeared in glory, and spake of his decease which he should accomplish at Jerusalem. 

“and he was transfigured before them” The word "transfigured" comes from a Greek word from 

which we get our English word "metamorphosis"--to be changed into something else. The Greek 

word is a compound word from "morphe" meaning: "form" and "meta," which implies change. 

Why The Transfiguration:  

1. The unveiling of Christ’s Divinity, 

2. The foreshadowing of His Resurrection, 

3. The majesty of sorrow and Passion. 

“Who appeared in glory, and spake of his decease which he should accomplish at Jerusalem” 

Verse 3 And his raiment became shining, exceeding white as snow; so as no fuller on earth can 

white them. 

With the rays of glory and brightness which came from his body through his clothes, and made 

them as bright as the light of the sun at noon day: and exceeding white as snow; than which 

nothing is whiter! 
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The fuller's chief work was cleansing and whitening garments for festive and religious occasions. 

The white garment typifies Christ's spotless righteousness. Anyone remember The Fuller Brush 

Company? 

Verse 4 And there appeared unto them Elias with Moses: and they were talking with Jesus. 

It’s interesting that both Elias and Moses died mysterious deaths. 

Compare with: 

Malachi 4:4-5  

4 Remember ye the law of Moses my servant, which I commanded unto him in Horeb for all 

Israel, with the statutes and judgments. 

5 Behold, I will send you Elijah the prophet before the coming of the great and dreadful day of 

the Lord: 

 

Verse 5 And Peter answered and said to Jesus, Master, it is good for us to be here: and let us make 

three tabernacles; one for thee, and one for Moses, and one for Elias. 
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This is an instance in which silence would have been much better than words. Peter is not to be 

ridiculed; he realized the blessedness of the experience; however clumsily expressed; (and) in spite 

of his fear, he wished to continue in such blissful companionship. 

Verse 6 For he wist not what to say; for they were sore afraid. 

We often get into trouble when we speak like Peter did, not knowing what to say. We also see that 

Peter spoke out of fear (for they were sore afraid). We say many foolish things without thinking 

and out of fear. 

Verse 7 And there was a cloud that overshadowed them: and a voice came out of the cloud, 

saying, This is my beloved Son: hear him. 

“And there was a cloud that overshadowed them” This is a familiar cloud, the cloud of God’s 

Glory and Presence is known as the Shekinah. 

It was the pillar of cloud that stood by Israel in the wilderness (Exodus 13:21-22) 

It was the cloud of glory that God spoke to Israel from (Exodus 16:10) 

It was from this cloud of glory that God met with Moses and others (Exodus 19:9; Exodus 24:15-
18, Numbers 11:25; Numbers 12:5; Numbers 16:42) 

It was the cloud of glory that stood by the door of the Tabernacle (Exodus 33:9-10) 

It was from this cloud that God appeared to the High Priest in the Holy Place inside the veil 

(Leviticus 16:2) 

It was from this cloud God appeared to Solomon when the temple was dedicated, so filling the 

temple that the priests could not continue ministering (1 Kings 8:10-11, 2 Chronicles 5:13-14) 

It was the cloud of Ezekiel’s vision, filling the temple of God with the brightness of His glory 

(Ezekiel 10:4) 

It was the cloud of glory that overshadowed Mary when she conceived Jesus by the power of the 

Holy Spirit (Luke 1:35) 

It was the cloud of glory that received Jesus into heaven at His ascension (Acts 1:9) 

It was the cloud that will display the glory of Jesus Christ when He returns in triumph to this earth 

(Luke 21:27) 

Jesus said in Matthew 18:20  
20 For where two or three are gathered together in my name, there am I in the midst of them. 

 

http://www.studylight.org/desk/index.cgi?q1=Exodus+13:21-22&t1=en_nas
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Symbolically, the appearance of Moses and Elijah represented the Law and the Prophets. But 

God’s voice from heaven – “This is my beloved Son: hear him” - clearly showed that the Law 

and the Prophets must give way to Jesus. 

There is only one authority now, and that is Christ! "This is my beloved Son; hear him!" 

Verse 8 And suddenly, when they had looked round about, they saw no man any more, save Jesus 

only with themselves. 

Jesus only ... Christ is all and in all!  

Verse 9 And as they came down from the mountain, he charged them that they should tell no man 

what things they had seen, till the Son of man were risen from the dead. 

After it was all over, Peter, John and James kept this event to themselves, but the event left a lasting 

impression on Peter as he writes in: 

2 Peter 1:16-18  

16 For we have not followed cunningly devised fables, when we made known unto you the power 

and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, but were eyewitnesses of his majesty. 

17 For he received from God the Father honour and glory, when there came such a voice to him 

from the excellent glory, This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased. 

18 And this voice which came from heaven we heard, when we were with him in the holy mount. 

Teachings concerning Elijah, verses 10-13: 

Verse 10 And they kept that saying with themselves, questioning one with another what the rising 

from the dead should mean. 

They asked, disputed, and reasoned with one another, what should be the meaning of such an 

expression 

Verse 11 And they asked him, saying, Why say the scribes that Elias must first come? 

The coming of Elijah before the Messiah is clearly prophesied in Malachi 4:5-6. So the disciples 

wonder, “If Jesus is the Messiah, then where is Elijah?” Elijah does indeed come first. John the 

Baptist came in the "spirit" of Elijah.  

Verse 12 And he answered and told them, Elias verily cometh first, and restoreth all things; and 

how it is written of the Son of man, that he must suffer many things, and be set at nought. 

Elijah does come first: Jesus tells them that the Elijah prophecy in Malachi will indeed be fulfilled. 

Though Jesus does not say this here, the prophecy of Elijah’s coming had to do with Jesus’ second 

coming, not His first, and Elijah will return as one of the two witnesses as Revelation 11:2-13. 
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Verse 13 But I say unto you, That Elias is indeed come, and they have done unto him whatsoever 

they listed, as it is written of him. 

While it is true that Elijah is yet to come in reference to the second coming of Jesus, there is also 

a sense in which Elijah has also come - in the person of John the Baptist. John was not a 

reincarnation of Elijah, but he did minister in the role and spirit of Elijah. John the Baptist was a 

type or a picture of Elijah. 

Pastor Hank’s Notes on: The Gospel of Mark 

Mark Chapter 9 

Jesus casts out a difficult evil spirit/devil/demon - “a dumb spirit” from a boy: 

Verse 14 And when he came to his disciples, he saw a great multitude about them, and the scribes 

questioning with them. 

From the context, it is easy to assume that the scribes criticized the disciples for their inability to 

help the devil-possessed boy. 

 

“and the scribes questioning with them” 

Question: "Who were the scribes that often argued with Jesus?" 



77 
 

Answer: The Scribes in ancient Israel were learned men whose business was to study the Law, 

transcribe it, and write commentaries on it. They were also hired on occasions when the need for 

a written document arose or when an interpretation of a legal point was needed. Ezra, “a teacher 

well versed in the Law of Moses,” was a scribe. 

Ezra 7:6  

6 This Ezra went up from Babylon; and he was a ready scribe in the law of Moses, which 

the Lord God of Israel had given: and the king granted him all his request, according to the hand 

of the Lord his God upon him. 

The scene which greeted the Lord and Peter, James and John when they came down from the 

mountain is a miniature of the world today:  

1. Parental anguish,  

2. Youth under the power of evil, (Drugs, Rebellion, Rock n Roll etc…) 

3. The Disciples (Powerless Church) unable to do anything,  

4. Scribes (Mockers, Phony Religious People, Atheists, Humanists etc…) raising questions and 

discussing the situation but are also powerless to do anything helpful.  

All in all, it was a miserable situation, until JESUS showed up! 

Verse 15 And straightway all the people, when they beheld him, were greatly amazed, and 

running to him saluted him. 

When they looked up from the mess they were in, they were amazed to find the answer to their 

problems, not in themselves, the Scribes or the Apostles, but in the Lord!  

Verse 16 And he asked the scribes, What question ye with them? 

These Scribes had caught the Apostles in one rare case where they had failed to heal/cure, and they 

were making full use of the advantageous opportunity to discredit Jesus and his Apostles before 

the people by asking sneering and sarcastic questions and now Jesus questions them! 

Verse 17 And one of the multitude answered and said, Master, I have brought unto thee my son, 

which hath a dumb spirit; 

The Scribes remained silent, but the distressed father addresses The Lord. 

“dumb spirit” 

A spirit who had the effect of rendering his victim speechless, and deaf also (Mark 9:25). In 

Matthew‘s report of the speech (Matthew 17:15), the father says “he is lunatic”; this being another 

and most distressing effect of the possession. 
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Matthew 17:15 calls him lunatick. 
15 Lord, have mercy on my son: for he is lunatick, and sore vexed: for ofttimes he falleth into the 

fire, and oft into the water. 

Lunatick means: a person whose actions and manner are marked by extreme eccentricity or 

recklessness. 

Luke 9:38 adds that this is the man’s only child! 
38 And, behold, a man of the company cried out, saying, Master, I beseech thee, look upon my son: 

for he is mine only child. 

Verse 18 And wheresoever he taketh him, he teareth him: and he foameth, and gnasheth with his 

teeth, and pineth away: and I spake to thy disciples that they should cast him out; and they could 

not. 

What this evil spirit did to the boy: 

he taketh = It seizes hold of him. 

he teareth him = To strike suddenly or violently, whether throwing or falling against  him down. 

and 

foameth = It causes him to foam at the mouth. 

gnasheth = It causes him to grind his teeth; To strike the teeth together, as in anger or pain; as, 

to gnash the teeth in rage.  

and (the result) 

pineth away= His flesh is withered, dried up, and consumed away.  

The boy displays signs that many today would regard as evidence of epilepsy, but Jesus knew that 

they were caused by demonic possession. Surely, some of whom we diagnose as physically or 

mentally ill today are actually demon possessed! 

Verse 19 He answereth him, and saith, O faithless generation, how long shall I be with you? 

how long shall I suffer you? bring him unto me. 

“O faithless generation” Jesus goes immediately to the root of the whole problem, unbelief, 

man’s lack of faith and attitude towards God.  The rebuke of Jesus is addressed generally to all: 

the Disciples, the Scribes and the multitude.  

“how long shall I be with you?” A hint of Deity. As the Son of God He was among them for a 

short time, but then He would return to heaven. 
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Verse 20 And they brought him unto him: and when he saw him, straightway the spirit tare him; 

and he fell on the ground, and wallowed foaming. 

“When he saw him - When the child saw Christ; when his deliverance was at hand. Immediately 

the spirit tore him - Made his last grand effort to destroy him. Is it not generally so, before Satan 

is cast out of a soul, of which he has long had possession?” – John Wesley 

Verse 21 And he asked his father, How long is it ago since this came unto him? And he said, 

Of a child. 

“How long is it ago since this came unto him? And he said, Of a child.” 

We’re all Sinners: 

Psalm 58:3  
3 The wicked are estranged from the womb: they go astray as soon as they be born, speaking lies. 

The Father describes what this evil spirit does to his son: 

Verse 22 And ofttimes it hath cast him into the fire, and into the waters, to destroy him: but if 

thou canst do any thing, have compassion on us, and help us. 

The evil spirit is trying to destroy the boy by burning/fire or when near the water/drowning. 

“but if thou canst do any thing” The father has hopes, but not strong faith.  

“help us” The father identifies himself with the son's misery. 

Verse 23 Jesus said unto him, If thou canst believe, all things are possible to him that believeth. 

“If thou canst believe” 

As the man put an "if" (verse 23) on the power of Christ, Christ puts an "if" on the faith of the 

man! 

The question is not whether Jesus can, but whether the afflicted father can! 

Verse 24 And straightway the father of the child cried out, and said with tears, Lord, I believe; 

help thou mine unbelief. 

The Father did believe in Jesus’ power to deliver his boy - after all, why else would he have come 

to Jesus? But he also recognizes his doubts. So, he tearfully pleads with Jesus: Lord, I believe; 

help thou mine unbelief! In this case, the man’s unbelief was not a rebellion against or a rejection 

of God’s promise. He did not deny God’s promise; he desired it. 

“Help thou my unbelief” is something a man can only say by faith. – Spurgeon 

“Lord, I believe; help thou mine unbelief” NIV removes the word/title of Jesus: “Lord” 



80 
 

Mark 9:24 New International Version (NIV) 
24 Immediately the boy’s father exclaimed, “I do believe; help me overcome my unbelief!” 

Mark 9:24 So does The English Standard Version (ESV) 
24 Immediately the father of the child cried out and said, “I believe; help my unbelief!” 

Verse 25 When Jesus saw that the people came running together, he rebuked the foul spirit, saying 

unto him, Thou dumb and deaf spirit, I charge thee, come out of him, and enter no more into 

him. 

“saying unto him, Thou dumb and deaf spirit” 

The words were not directed to the child, nor to his disease; but to the spirit that possessed the 

child and produced the disease. Dumb and deaf — Not that the spirit was dumb and deaf; for it 

is plain that he heard Jesus, and that he cried when driven from the child. 

“I charge thee, come out of him, and enter no more into him” Why does Jesus command the 

evil spirit to enter no more unto him? Because evil spirits don’t want to leave the person they 

possessed: 

Luke 11:24-26  
24 When the unclean spirit is gone out of a man, he walketh through dry places, seeking rest; and 

finding none, he saith, I will return unto my house whence I came out. 

25 And when he cometh, he findeth it swept and garnished. 

26 Then goeth he, and taketh to him seven other spirits more wicked than himself; and they enter 

in, and dwell there: and the last state of that man is worse than the first. 

Verse 26 And the spirit cried, and rent him sore, and came out of him: and he was as one dead; 

insomuch that many said, He is dead. 

The evil cruel spirit, now conscious that his time was come, gathers up his whole strength, with 

intent by a last rent to kill his victim, and had nearly succeeded. But the Lord of life was there and 

cast the evil spirit out of the boy! 

The body sometimes suffers when God comes to deliver a soul from Satan. 

Verse 27 But Jesus took him by the hand, and lifted him up; and he arose. 
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Verse 28 And when he was come into the house, his disciples asked him privately, Why could 

not we cast him out? 

Verse 29 And he said unto them, This kind can come forth by nothing, but by prayer and fasting. 

“He found disputing scribes, a distracted father, a demon-possessed boy, and defeated disciples. 

He silenced the scribes, He comforted the father, He healed the boy, He instructed the disciples.” 

G. Campbell Morgan 

The Lord Jesus privately taught His disciples that the problem was it took faith to defeat the devil 

and free the boy, and they were full of unbelief. In both gospel accounts, the Lord Jesus made it 

very clear the problem was faith, but he then added that the faith also involved prayer and fasting. 

To obtain victory over the devil, it took faith along with prayer and fasting. In difficult spiritual 

battles The Lord was telling us that both prayer and fasting was needed. 

Matthew 17:21 also says: 
21 Howbeit this kind goeth not out but by prayer and fasting. 

Again, The NIV and almost all modern translations omit Matthew 17:21 all together and omit’s 

the word “fasting” from Mark 9:29! 

Matthew 17:21 New International Version (NIV) 
[21] Omit 

Matthew 17:21 English Standard Version (ESV) 
[21] Omit 

Mark 9:29 English Standard Version (ESV) 
29 And he said to them, “This kind cannot be driven out by anything but prayer.” 

Mark 9:29 New International Version (NIV) 
29 He replied, “This kind can come out only by prayer.” 

These two verses about fasting are not the only references to this doctrine in Scripture, but they 

are the only references which specifically, directly teach the importance of fasting as an aspect of 
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spiritual warfare. Those who have fought spiritual battles against the powers of darkness know the 

precious truth of what Jesus is saying in these passages. Prayer is a powerful spiritual resource, 

but there ARE demonic strongholds that cannot be broken by prayer alone without fasting. It is a 

fact, and it is a part of the Bible!  

To remove these references from the Bible is folly and evil. It is equal to removing part of the 

essential armament from a soldier’s equipment before sending him into battle! 

There are four other passages dealing with the doctrine of fasting which are removed in the 

new versions:  

Acts 10:30--Here we read in the King James Version and most of the old Protestant translations in 

various languages that Cornelius was fasting and praying. The new versions, following the lead of 

the Westcott-Hort Greek text, removes the word fasting. This is true for the RSV, NASV, NIV, 

Living Bible, TEV, New English Bible, Jerusalem Bible, the New Berkeley Version, and Phillips.  

1 Corinthians 7:5--The KJV reads, “Defraud ye not one the other, except it be with consent for a 

time, that ye may give yourselves to fasting and prayer; and come together again, that Satan tempt 

you not for your incontinency.” Again turning against the majority of textual witnesses, the new 

versions remove fasting from this important passage. This is true for all of the versions we have 

been checking as mentioned above.  

2 Corinthians 6:5--The KJV reading, “fasting,” has been changed in the new versions to “hunger.” 

Obviously, hunger and fasting are two different things. In 2 Cor. 11:27, where the Apostle Paul 

gives a similar listing of some aspects of his ministry, he mentions both hunger AND fasting. We 

see from this that the Holy Spirit is not using these terms synonymously. This, therefore, is another 

attack upon the biblical doctrine of the spiritual benefit of fasting.  

 

2 Corinthians 11:27--The KJV reading, “fastings often,” is replaced in the new versions with 

“often without food.” The comment on 2 Cor. 6:5 above applies here as well. Being hungry and 

going without food does not have to be connected with the spiritual life and warfare. Going without 

food is not necessarily fasting. To change this reading without overwhelming proof that the King 

James translators were wrong--proof which modern translators do not have--is dangerous at best. 

The KJV reading says, “in hunger and thirst, in fastings often.” A clear distinction is made between 

the hunger Paul often endured because of lack of food, and his frequent times of spiritual fasting. 

If in these two passages the Holy Spirit is referring to the apostle’s spiritual battles, to spiritual 

fasting, which is most probable since such a distinction is made, the modern translators have done 

a great evil in removing this teaching through their versions.  

The fact is that there ARE demonic strongholds that cannot be broken down without biblical 

fasting. While the churches are feasting, the devil runs rampant.  

Prayer with fasting is a normal part of the ministry of that church. Would the victory have been 

won without the fasting? Not according to the testimony of the Son of God. He said, “This kind 

goeth not out but by prayer and fasting.”  
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“No fasting equals a Fat Christian” – Pastor Henry T. Anderson 

 

No fasting Equals a Selfish Christian. 

 

No Fasting Equals a Lazy Christian. 



84 
 

 

No Fasting Equals a Happy Satan! 

Fasting reminds us that we are sustained by every word that proceeds from the mouth of God. 

Food does not sustain us; God sustains us. 

Matthew 4:4  
4 But he answered and said, It is written, Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word that 

proceedeth out of the mouth of God. 

Pastor Hank’s Notes on: The Gospel of Mark 

Mark Chapter 9 

Another prophecy of the Passion, verses30-32:  

The Second explicit announcement of His approaching death and resurrection. 

Verse 30 And they departed thence, and passed through Galilee; and he would not that any man 

should know it. 

Verse 31 For he taught his disciples, and said unto them, The Son of man is delivered into the 

hands of men, and they shall kill him; and after that he is killed, he shall rise the third day. 

Verse 32 But they understood not that saying, and were afraid to ask him. 

“The Son of man is delivered into the hands of men, and they shall kill him” Jesus clearly told 

His disciples of this destiny back in Mark 8:31. Now, as they depart from Galilee towards 

Jerusalem, they head towards the destiny Jesus spoke of. 

The disciples couldn’t “process” what Jesus said about His destiny in Jerusalem - to die and then 

rise again. Unfortunately, they were afraid to ask him. 

Discussion of who was the greatest, verses 33-37: 

Verse 33 And he came to Capernaum: and being in the house he asked them, What was it that 

ye disputed among yourselves by the way? 

http://www.studylight.org/desk/index.cgi?q1=Mark+8:31&t1=en_nas
http://www.studylight.org/desk/index.cgi?q1=Mark+9:33-37&t1=en_nas
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“and being in the house” Probably Peter‘s house in Capernaum which was the home of Jesus 

when in the city. 

The omniscience of Jesus is evident in that he already knew the subject of their conversation. He 

asked, not for information, but for the purpose of requiring them to bring the matter up in his 

presence. 

Verse 34 But they held their peace: for by the way they had disputed among themselves, who 

should be the greatest. 

Was it not a strange time to dispute among themselves when they had just been told of His death? 

Human ambition had reared its ugly head! 

There are two kinds of ambition. There is the ambition to be approved and applauded by people, 

and the ambition to be approved and applauded by God.  

The subject was suggested by the recent announcement of the Kingdom (Matthew 16:19-28), the 

transfiguration of their Master, and especially the preference given to three of them at that scene. 

From Matthew 18:1 we should infer that the subject was introduced, not by our Lord, but by the 

disciples themselves, who came and asked Jesus who should be greatest. 

 

Matthew 18:1  

1At the same time came the disciples unto Jesus, saying, Who is the greatest in the kingdom of 

heaven? 

“But they held their peace” The disciples did not want to answer Him. They must have been 

embarrassed. Just imagine the tension that must have existed in the room when Jesus surprised 

them with the question, “What was it that ye disputed among yourselves by the way?” They 

did not want to answer. Luke 9:47 reveals that Jesus knew all along what the disciples had been 

arguing about. They had been discussing who was the greatest among themselves. 

Verse 35 And he sat down, and called the twelve, and saith unto them, If any man desire to be 

first, the same shall be last of all, and servant of all. 

“He sat down”: This is important, because by sitting down Jesus showed that he was going to 

teach. “When a Rabbi was teaching as a Rabbi, as a master teaches his scholars and disciples, when 

he was really making a pronouncement, he sat to teach. Jesus deliberately took up the position of 

a Rabbi teaching his pupils before he spoke.” Barclay 

“and servant of all” The measure of true greatness is How many do I serve? How many can I 

help? This is the mark of greatness in the eyes of God. The greatest in God’s sight are those who 

humbly serve. 

There are many Christians who will serve God as long as there is no opposition and things are 

going smoothly. But what about when criticism or opposition comes? What about when we are 

http://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Luke%209.47
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treated unfairly or wrongly? What about when we are misunderstood or when people question our 

motivation? Do we keep serving then or do we quit with the protest? 

“servant” The Greek word for servant, diakonos, describes someone who serves willingly.  

Romans 16:1  

1 I commend unto you Phebe our sister, which is a servant of the church which is at Cenchrea: 

“diakonos” Is sometimes translated “deacon”.  

1 Timothy 3:8  
8 Likewise must the deacons (servants)  be grave, not doubletongued, not given to much wine, not 

greedy of filthy lucre; 

The great enemy of servanthood: Self. 

James 4:1  

1 From whence come wars and fightings among you? come they not hence, even of your lusts that 

war in your members? 

Selfish desire leads us into conflict with one another.  

That is why Jesus spells out the beginning requirements if we wish to follow Him: 

Luke 9:23  
23 And he said to them all, If any man will come after me, let him deny himself, and take up his 

cross daily, and follow me. 

And: 

Verse 36 And he took a child, and set him in the midst of them: and when he had taken him in 

his arms, he said unto them, 

Remember what the devil wants to do with children (Mark 9:17-27) and look at what Jesus does 

with children! “he had taken him in his arms” 

Verse 37 Whosoever shall receive one of such children in my name, receiveth me: and whosoever 

shall receive me, receiveth not me, but him that sent me. 

True greatness is not a matter of position and power but in the child-like qualities of innocence, 

trustfulness, humility, lack of prejudice, lovableness, faith, teachableness and service. Receiving a 

little child in Jesus' name includes the unselfish care and support given for little children and also 

the quality of receiving a humble believer on the basis of his simple trust in the Lord, and without 

regard to any lack of earthly preeminence on his part. 

http://www.studylight.org/desk/index.cgi?q1=Mark+9:17-27&t1=en_nas
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Bartholomew's Episcopal Church in Mayfield Village, Ohio greets visitors, newcomers and 

regulars with the sign "Servants' Entrance" above its front doors! 

The unknown wonder-worker, verses 38-42: 

Verse 38 And John answered him, saying, Master, we saw one casting out devils in thy name, and 

he followeth not us: and we forbad him, because he followeth not us. 

It had to frustrate the Disciples that these other followers of Jesus successfully cast out demons, 

when they had just failed earlier (Mark 9:18).  

Verse 39 But Jesus said, Forbid him not: for there is no man which shall do a miracle in my 

name, that can lightly speak evil of me. 

Jesus’s answer and reply: Forbid him not. 

Verse 40 For he that is not against us is on our part. 

Jesus had earlier said in Mark 3:25                                                                                                 
25 And if a house be divided against itself, that house cannot stand. 

The lesson here is that the servants of God are making it their business to monitor and pass 

judgment upon the works of others.  

A Church Divided By Alex Hampl,alexandrianews.org 

 

http://www.saintbartohio.com/index.html
http://www.studylight.org/desk/index.cgi?q1=Mark+9:38-42&t1=en_nas
http://www.studylight.org/desk/index.cgi?q1=Mark+9:18&t1=en_nas
http://www.alexandrianews.org/2011/07/a-church-divided/olympus-digital-camera-10/
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The locks on St. John's Church have been changed, forcing the congregation to hold services at a 

nearby rec center. (Photo: Alex Hampl) 

Something isn’t quite right on Sunday mornings at Charles Houston Recreation Center in 

Alexandria. The center does not open until 1 p.m. but the front doors are wide open. Sounds of 

loud preaching, greeted with occasional “Amens” are muffled by a heavy door. Men and women 

dressed in their finest clothes sit on metal folding chairs in a drab white room, behind them a 

whiteboard and miscellaneous boxes stacked against the painted cinderblocks. This small, plain 

room in a rec center is now home to St. John’s Baptist Church, an institution in Alexandria since 

1925. 

The congregation is in limbo – locked out of their building which has sat on the same block since 

1925 – thanks to a split among the church’s authorities that has resulted in a civil court case, one 

that will drag on into 2012. Until that day in court, all of the church’s property has been removed, 

the locks have been changed and “No Trespassing” signs have been posted all over the St. John’s 

building at 901 N. Alfred St. 

“It’s a family church,” said Richard Diggs, a member of the church since 1961, one of the church’s 

trustees and a leader in the fight to continue holding services at the building in Old Town. “People 

come back from all over the country to attend services. It’s a pillar of the community since 1925. 

Losing it is like losing a family member.” 

The History 

Members of St. John's Congregation wrote a brief history of the church in Alexandria. According 

to that history, the “St. John Mission” was formed on N. Alfred St. in 1925. Later that year, Deacon 

David Askew, the chairman of the Deacon Board, wrote letters to 13 churches asking that the 

mission be made a church. The council approved and in 1926 the mission became the St. John 

Baptist Church. The church quickly grew, enough that it was able to purchase the current building, 

dilapidated at the time, and remodeled it. In 1948 the renovation was complete. Later, in 1973, 

numerous renovations were made. An educational building and a kitchen with a separate dining 

area were built then, and 10 years later, after the congregation had outgrown the original capacity, 

a 100-seat addition was built. In 1993, the church finally convinced the City of Alexandria to sell 

them the parking lot behind the church. 

The Split 

Providence St. John's pastor Phillip L. Pointer. (Image from www.psjbc.org) 

http://www.alexandrianews.org/2011/07/a-church-divided/pastor2/
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In December 2000, St. John’s Rev. John W. Johnson retired as pastor, and the church formed a 

search committee to find his replacement. By 2002, Phillip L. Pointer, Sr. had been installed as the 

pastor-elect and was given the position permanently the next year. Under Pointer, several major 

changes were made to the church. In 2004, St. John’s was incorporated as a non-stock, non-profit 

organization through the State of Virginia State Corporation Commission. About one year later, 

the church met to appoint trustees who were then verified as legal owners of the church property 

in court. (St. John’s Baptist Church owns the property and the trustees make the decisions on behalf 

of the congregation.) This group of trustees had no intention of moving services or selling the 

property. 

Pointer, however, felt differently. After he was appointed pastor, he also named himself CEO. 

According to evidence submitted in the ongoing civil case, the church’s new Constitution gave 

Pointer total authority. However, the trustees were the only ones recognized in court as owners of 

the property. Pointer announced that St. John’s would be merging with Providence Baptist Church 

in Upper Marlboro, Md., a failing church run by his grandfather. The group of trustees led by 

Diggs alleges that Pointer gave the pastor of that church, his grandfather, a “generous retirement 

package” and also 

failed in his promise to maintain and operate St. John’s in Alexandria. Additionally, sources 

confirmed that Pointer had put up the church and Providence Baptist as collateral in order to obtain 

a $1.8 million mortgage on the property in Maryland. Pointer refused to comment for this article, 

citing his lawyer’s advice. 

“We elected the pastor for St. John’s, not for this church in Upper Marlboro,” Diggs said. “I 

understand he wants to help his granddaddy, and as Christians we are supposed to help people, but 

not at the expense of 80 other parishioners.” 

The Civil Case 

Services have stopped being held at the church because the group led by Pointer and Traverse 

Gray, Sr. is attempting 

Members of St. John's Congregation are now holding services at 

Charles Houston Rec Center. (Photo: Alex Hampl) 

http://www.alexandrianews.org/2011/07/a-church-divided/olympus-digital-camera-11/
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to sell the property. Approximately 60 – 90 congregation members are currently attending services 

at Charles Houston; Pointer would not say how many, if any, parishioners had followed him to 

Upper Marlboro. The group contends it has the right to sell the property because it transferred the 

deed in a sort of legal end-around. Gray signed a “Confirmation Deed” in 2006 as both “Grantor” 

and “Grantee” for the St. John Baptist Church. Essentially he had transferred the deed to himself. 

However, the Diggs group is challenging the legality of this transfer, citing that the previously 

approved group of trustees was still the owners of the property and that Gray’s deed was never 

actually approved by the Court. 

“The corporation that transferred the deed to Providence St. John’s was not the owner of the 

property at that time,” said Horace McClerkin, the lead counsel for the Diggs group. “The trustees 

were the owner of the property, and they do not have the authority to transfer the property without 

church approval.” 

“He [Pointer] just decided he could sign all the papers,” said Diggs. “But it’ll play out in court. 

It’s just not good for St. John’s, period.” 

The case went to court when the Diggs group filed an injunction against Pointer after the pastor 

had removed all of the church’s property and moved it to Providence Baptist in Maryland. “They 

removed all the church’s assets, which is why we filed the injunction to begin with,” said 

McClerkin. 

The Pointer group motioned to have the injunction dissolved, and the judge agreed, unless Diggs 

and the trustees could post a $1.4 million dollar bond, a somewhat unusual measure. 

“I believe the burden is not on the trustees and the fiduciaries in this case to put up the million 

dollar bond,” McClerkin said. “The trustees are the owners of the property.” 

Diggs went further, saying, “A bond was not needed and never had been installed in a case in 

Virginia.” 

McClerkin said that he has been “aggressively” pursuing discovery and has served an interrogatory 

request, but his requests have gone unanswered. “It’s very difficult to respond to a request for 

documents when you don’t have the documents and you know you don’t have them,” he said. 

Diggs added, “They have had 60 days to respond to discovery and they haven’t at all. They seem 

to think they’re above the law.” 

McClerkin did not seem optimistic about a settlement between the sides, given the lack of response 

from the Pointer camp thus far. “Unless they’re willing to return all the property they took and 
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basically undo everything, I don’t really see settlement as an option,” he said. “It’s really too early 

to talk about it though, anything can happen.” 

Potential Buyers 

The sale of the church is currently at a stand-off and not just because of the disputed ownership 

and the pending court case. According to sources, Pointer’s group approached developer 

Eakin/Youngentob about selling the property, valued in 2011 at $303,419. EYA is the developer 

that has partnered with Alexandria Redevelopment Housing Authority to build Alexandria’s 

newest public housing units, many of which are mixed in with the developer’s market-rate town 

houses in Old Town. Specifically, Eakin/Youngentob just redeveloped the James Bland and James 

Bland Addition Projects into a mixture of public housing and market rate units, known as the Old 

Town Commons. In essence the EYA – ARHA partnership controls all the property immediately 

surrounding the church. According to sources, ARHA was approached by E/Y about developing 

on the church property but declined to get involved in the church’s ongoing struggle. EYA also 

had preliminary discussions with Alexandria Capital Planning Staff, who also advised them that 

there would be difficulties in tearing down the church. EYA now has no plans to move forward 

with the church property. 

To make matters more complicated, St. John’s sits in the heart of the Parker Gray Historic District 

and is protected by the Parker Gray Board of Architectural Review. Any potential buyer would 

face the hurdle of having the church designated as an historic site by the Board, thus preventing 

its demolition. The building itself has always been valued by the City at $0, and it could be deemed 

a historic site. This has led to the current situation where buyers are wary of the property until after 

the ownership case is resolved, and even then if the Pointer group is allowed to sell the property, 

the church may still be protected. 

In the Meantime 

For now, much of the St. John’s congregation has continued to hold services at Charles Houston, 

led by minister Charles Hall. It is still unusual for the parishioners, and it is impossible to not be 

distracted. Still, despite all the acrimony over the cancellation of services at the church and the 

subsequent injunction, Diggs and the others haven’t forgotten the root of their disagreement – 

faith. 

“There are no bad people on either side,” he said. “It’s just a difference of opinion… Now God 

will decide.” 

Verse 41 For whosoever shall give you a cup of water to drink in my name, because ye belong to 

Christ, verily I say unto you, he shall not lose his reward. 
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How easy it is to be a Christian! What is easier than to give a cup of cold water to a thirsty disciple 

of Jesus! 

Nothing could seem more petty than giving a mere cup of water. But God remembers the heart, 

not only the gift itself. 

Because of this principle of unity, it is biblically compassionate to show kindness to others in the 

name of Jesus. Even a cup of water, if given in the name of Jesus, will be rewarded. 

 

Interesting Christian Ministry: According to Living Water International, http://www.water.cc/ 

748 million people lack access to an improved source of drinking water—that's 1 in 9 of us. 

Water & Health Water-related diseases cause 2.2 million deaths a year; every day, diarrhea takes 

the lives of 2,000 children in Africa—more than any other single cause of death. Safe water, a 

toilet, and clean hands could prevent 90% of these deaths. 

Water & the Gospel. In the past 20 years 2 billion people have gained access to safe drinking 

water—but that's not the best story we have to tell. For us water is a picture of living water—the 

good news that God wants to transform people, communities, and the whole world through the 

person of Jesus Christ. 

The reward by which the bestower of this gift will be honoured and enriched is secured to him by 

the Saviour’s faithful promise, “Verily I say unto you, he shall not lose his reward.” 

1. He shall be rewarded by the pleasurable feelings which the exercise of benevolence and kindness 

to others never fails to produce. 

2. He shall be rewarded with the prayers, and blessings, and sympathy of the disciple on whom he 

has bestowed the gift. 

3. He shall be rewarded with the approbation and blessing of Christ Himself. (J. Alexander.) 

If a small act of kindness towards others done in Jesus’ name will be eternally remembered, so 

will any offence. And the punishment is severe: 
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Verse 42 And whosoever shall offend one of these little ones that believe in me, it is better for 

him that a millstone were hanged about his neck, and he were cast into the sea. 

Persons guilty of such a break of the will of Jesus would be better off drowned in the sea. 

The “little ones” here has a dual application. Jesus is speaking of here of the children, and the 

“unofficial” disciples of Jesus.  Jesus is warning the Disciples not to set aside the unofficial 

disciples.  To “cause to stumble” is to do anything to cause another to lose his faith in Jesus. 

Jesus was in Peter’s home and had sat down and at least one child had approached Him and had 

been taken up into His arms. Having answered John’s question He might well have turned back 

and indicated the child and continued in this vein. The act of causing a child, or any young believer, 

who believes in Christ to stumble is in deliberate contrast to the one who gives the cup of water to 

a follower of the Messiah. 

The dual application of Water: 

1. Water is used for life, 

2. Water is used for death, 
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Pastor Hank’s Notes on: The Gospel of Mark 

Mark Chapter 9 

A collection of Independent Maxims uttered by our Lord with an emphasis on Hell, verses 

43-50: 

Verse 43 And if thy hand offend thee, cut it off: it is better for thee to enter into life maimed, than 

having two hands to go into hell, into the fire that never shall be quenched: 

This figurative language stressed the point that whatever stands in the way of faithfulness to God 

should be discarded or cut from our lives. 

The offender of the little ones in verse 42 is still more an offender against himself! We cause 

ourselves to offend, sin and stumble! 

- This DR uses his hands to offend. 

Jesus restates what Mark recorded in 8:34-35: that if we try to save our lives, we will lose our 

lives, and to follow Jesus means to pick up our cross and follow Him. 

Verse 44 Where their worm dieth not, and the fire is not quenched. 

- The Worm dieth not. 

 “It seems that every one has his worm, his peculiar remorse for the evils he did, and for the grace 

he rejected; while the fire, the state of excruciating torment, is common to all. Reader! May the 

living God save thee from this worm, and from this fire!” - Adam Clarke 

http://www.studylight.org/desk/index.cgi?q1=Mark+9:43-50&t1=en_nas


95 
 

Verse 45 And if thy foot offend thee, cut it off: it is better for thee to enter halt into life, than 

having two feet to be cast into hell, into the fire that never shall be quenched: 

- Criminal using his feet to commit a crime. 

Verse 46 Where their worm dieth not, and the fire is not quenched. 

Verse 47 And if thine eye offend thee, pluck it out: it is better for thee to enter into the kingdom 

of God with one eye, than having two eyes to be cast into hell fire: 

- The Hellavision 

Jesus states that it was better to be rid of stumbling blocks that cause us to sin than “to enter into 

the kingdom of God with one eye, than having two eyes to be cast into hell fire” 

Psalm 101:3  

3 I will set no wicked thing before mine eyes: I hate the work of them that turn aside; it shall not 

cleave to me. 

The problem therefore is not with the eyes but the heart! Will the plucking out of the right eye 

solve the problem? Was only one eye wicked and one eye holy? Will the cutting of the right hand 

solve the problem of sin by the hand? Won't the left hand sympathize with the right hand, as it was 

also a companion in all wicked works done by the other hand? It all starts with the heart! 

Jeremiah 17:9  
9 The heart is deceitful above all things, and desperately wicked: who can know it? 

What Jesus is saying here is that you gotta do whatever it takes to keep you from Hell even if it 

means cutting your hand or foot off or plucking your eye out and the Bible answer in saving us 

from Hell or being maimed is to become Borned Again! Accepting Jesus Christ as your personal 
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Saviour and becoming a Borned Again Christian will keep you from Hell and you won’t have to 

cut yourself! 

The Bible does warn us about our body parts! Why? Because they work in cahoots with the 

heart!  

Psalm 26:10  
10 In whose hands is mischief, and their right hand is full of bribes. 

                   

Psalm 73:2  
2 But as for me, my feet were almost gone; my steps had well nigh slipped. 

Psalm 119:37  
37 Turn away mine eyes from beholding vanity; and quicken thou me in thy way. 

We need to keep our body part clean before the Lord! 

Psalm 24:4  
4 He that hath clean hands, and a pure heart; who hath not lifted up his soul unto vanity, nor sworn 

deceitfully. 

Sadly, there are many persons who are ready to cut off other people’s offending hands and feet, 

forgetting that the command is to cut off their own. Hands, feet, eyes may be cast away, but let 

the soul be held in godly discipline. 

Matthew 7:3-5  

3 And why beholdest thou the mote that is in thy brother's eye, but considerest not the beam that is 

in thine own eye? 

4 Or how wilt thou say to thy brother, Let me pull out the mote out of thine eye; and, behold, a 

beam is in thine own eye? 

5 Thou hypocrite, first cast out the beam out of thine own eye; and then shalt thou see clearly to 

cast out the mote out of thy brother's eye. 

Important Teaching Moment! 

What Jesus is Teaching Here (verses 43-47) and without controversy is about Hell: 
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- Jesus believed in Hell! Jesus Christ is the Authority on Hell! 70 % of what’s said in The Bible 

about Hell, He said it! 

In fact The Lord Jesus Christ has a lot to say about Hell: 

A. You have the Proclamation of Hell by The Saviour in:   

Matthew 23:33 

33Ye serpents, ye generation of vipers, how can ye escape the damnation of hell? 

He said how are you gonna escape the damnation of Hell? You notice two words there? Dam and 

Nation, 

Psalm 9:17 

17The wicked shall be turned into hell, and all the nations that forget God. 

B. Jesus gives the description of Hell in: 

Mark 9:46 46Where their worm dieth not, and the fire is not quenched. 

Scientists have discovered Red Worms called Pompeii Worms that live at the “Heat Vents” of the 

Earth, where the Temperature is around 1000 degrees! 

C. Jesus gives us the Duration of Hell. It’s forever! It’s Everlasting 

Matthew 25:46 

46And these shall go away into everlasting punishment: but the righteous into life eternal. 

D. Jesus gives the damnation of Hell, He said you’d lose your soul 

He said in: Matthew 16:26 

 26For what is a man profited, if he shall gain the whole world, and lose his own soul? or what shall 

a man give in exchange for his soul? 

He also said in: Mark 8:37 

 37Or what shall a man give in exchange for his soul? 

E. The preparation of Hell was not originally for us, it was for Satan and his angels. Jesus said in: 

Matthew 25:41 

 41Then shall he say also unto them on the left hand, Depart from me, ye cursed, into everlasting 

fire, prepared for the devil and his angels: 

Hell was not prepared for Man, it was prepared for Satan and his followers, but because of what 

Adam & Eve did and you if you become of follower of The Devil, that’s where you’ll go! 
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That’s what losing your Soul is all about! 

F. The personification of Hell is Suffering. The Bible says in: 

Luke 16:24 

 24And he cried and said, Father Abraham, have mercy on me, and send Lazarus, that he may dip 

the tip of his finger in water, and cool my tongue; for I am tormented in this flame. 

G. Hell is an unquenchable fire. 

Matthew 3:12 

 12Whose fan is in his hand, and he will throughly purge his floor, and gather his wheat into the 

garner; but he will burn up the chaff with unquenchable fire. 

H. It’s a Furnace of fire. 

Matthew 13:41-42 

 41The Son of man shall send forth his angels, and they shall gather out of his kingdom all things 

that offend, and them which do iniquity; 

 42And shall cast them into a furnace of fire: there shall be wailing and gnashing of teeth. 

I. Where is the location of Hell? Jesus Christ Himself said in: 

Matthew 12:40 

40For as Jonas was three days and three nights in the whale's belly; so shall the Son of man be three 

days and three nights in the heart of the earth. 

Psalm 63:9 

9But those that seek my soul, to destroy it, shall go into the lower parts of the earth. 

Hell is in the center of the Earth, you ain’t going up- you going down to Hell! 

- Jesus believed that Hell was a place of burning fire that is not quenched. 

Jesus did not teach or believe (as many false teachers teach/believe) that Hell is: 

- The Grave, - That Hell is our present life here on Earth, or: 

- The Hell was a burning Garbage Dump outside Jerusalem. This is what the JW’s believe. Ask a 

JW: “Is there a burning Garbage Dump outside Jerusalem now?” The answer is no, which makes 

them liars! Hell is continually burning! Jesus said (v. 46): “the fire is not quenched”. We need to 

be careful students of The Word of God and Doctrine, because even some Bible Commentators 

and Teachers don’t believe in Hell!  
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Pope John Paul II on Hell is: "the state of those who freely and definitely separate themselves from 

God, the source of all life and joy." Is Hell is an abstract separation from God rather than a literal 

place of fire as taught by Jesus! 

In 1996, Anglican Archbishop of Canterbury George Carey lashed out at fundamentalists who 

place the Bible “above and beyond human inquiry” (Christian News, Dec. 9, 1996). That same 

year, the doctrinal commission of the Church of England said hell is not a place of fire and eternal 

torment.  

Beware of Pastor Rob Bell: What if Hell Doesn't Exist? Rogue pastor Rob Bell's argument about 

salvation and judgment has Evangelicals in a fury — and a young generation rethinking Jesus and 

Hell! 

According to Harvey Cox Jr. a Religion Historian from Harvard Divinity School, Harvey reports 

that there’s a shift in American Christianity, from focusing on Traditional Church teachings such 

as: 

- The afterlife, ie, Hell/Heaven, The Lord’s Return and support for Missionaries, 

And that’s being replaced by: 

- What is the Quality of life for me now? 

- A what’s in it for me now, Attitude? 

And that Attitude is more prevalent in the Big Mega Churches, and it’s spreading to the “Copy 

Cat” small Churches, 

Where you won’t hear the words: “Hell”, “Damnation”, or even “Missionaries”, 

Church Historian Dr. Bruce Shelley is the senior professor of church history and historical 

theology at Denver Seminary, say that: 

“Hell is just too negative” and “Churches are under enormous pressure to be Consumer Oriented.”  

Others blame Society that emphasize “Individualism”, “Me First” and “I am Invincible” Attitude 

at the expense of Biblical Authority, and Straight forward Bible Teachings. 

Professor George Hunsinger; currently the Hazel Thompson McCord Professor of Systematic 

Theology at Princeton Theological Seminary in Princeton, NJ, says that: 

 “The Abandonment of Hell is a Failure (and I like this) of Nerve by Churches that are not wanting 

to take a popular stance.” 

Kenneth Woodward who has been Newsweek Religion Editor since 1964, says: 

http://content.usatoday.com/topics/topic/Religion+and+beliefs/Leaders,+Experts/Pope+John+Paul+II


100 
 

“That we can’t have a Heaven w/o a Hell, if we all live under Divine Justice, Woodward continues: 

“The downplaying of Hell tends to rob the evil that we do of its lethal gravitas.” 

That just means; if all we talk about is Heaven, than evil is no big deal!   

Verse 48 Where their worm dieth not, and the fire is not quenched. 

Every verse here; 43-48, Jesus mentions Hell, and if The Son of God is speaking about Hell, then 

we need to pay attention! 

“Where their worm dieth not, and the fire is not quenched”  

You don’t die in Hell and the fire never goes out in Hell. You’re either absent from the body in 

Heaven or your absent from the body in Hell! It is eternal punishment where the soul is not 

annihilated.  

 

And that’s why we need to be Borned Again! 

As Christians, we need to be more Spiritual, and less in the Flesh!  

Jesus speaks of salt and fire: 

Verse 49 For every one shall be salted with fire, and every sacrifice shall be salted with salt. 

 Since Old Testament sacrifices always included salt (Leviticus 2:13), Jesus is saying “just as every 

sacrifice under the law required salt, so the living sacrifice My followers bring to Me must be 

seasoned with suffering and tribulations.” 

Leviticus 2:13  

http://www.studylight.org/desk/index.cgi?q1=Leviticus+2:13&t1=en_nas
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13 And every oblation of thy meat offering shalt thou season with salt; neither shalt thou suffer the 

salt of the covenant of thy God to be lacking from thy meat offering: with all thine offerings thou 

shalt offer salt. 

Verse 50 Salt is good: but if the salt have lost his saltness, wherewith will ye season it? Have salt 

in yourselves, and have peace one with another. 

Jesus said of his disciples, "Ye are the salt of the earth," and their saltness would therefore be their 

quality of having in themselves the likeness and teachings of Jesus. Such salt is indeed good for 

this world. 

Christians are the salt of the earth in the sense of their preserving it from destruction. 

“and have peace one with another”... is an admonition to brotherly-love and forbearance, a 

requirement frequently stressed by the Lord, and absolutely mandatory for all who would follow 

in his steps. 

Proverbs 6:16-19  

16 These six things doth the Lord hate: yea, seven are an abomination unto him: 

17 A proud look, a lying tongue, and hands that shed innocent blood, 

18 An heart that deviseth wicked imaginations, feet that be swift in running to mischief, 

19 A false witness that speaketh lies, and he that soweth discord among brethren. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



102 
 

Pastor Hank’s Notes on: The Gospel of Mark 

Mark Chapter 10 

Mark chapter 10 Outline: Jesus's teaching on marriage and divorce (Mark 10:1-12), the Saviour's 

blessing little children (Mark 10:13-16), the interview with the rich young ruler (Mark 10:17-22), 

the Lord's teaching on riches (Mark 10:23-31), further prophecies of the Passion (Mark 10:32-34), 

the request of the sons of Zebedee (Mark 10:35-45), and the healing of blind Bartimaeus between 

the two Jericho's (Mark 10:46-52). 

Mark 10  

Verse 1 And he arose from thence, and cometh into the coasts of Judaea by the farther side of 

Jordan: and the people resort unto him again; and, as he was wont, he taught them again. 

Jesus’s ministry in Galilee is now finished, and he leaves Capernaum, about to go to Jerusalem for 

the last time. 

Marriage and Divorce, verses 2-12: The Pharisees tempting Jesus: Is it lawful for a man to put 

away (divorce) his wife? 

Verse 2 And the Pharisees came to him, and asked him, Is it lawful for a man to put away his 

wife? tempting him. 

And the: Pharisees came unto him ... As they everywhere did; not to be instructed by Jesus, but 

to trap Him, argue with Him... 

Tempting: to entice or allure to do something often regarded as unwise, wrong, or immoral. 

“Is it lawful for a man to put away his wife? tempting him.” 

Matthew adds, “for every cause”, that is, for any cause, unless for adultery, for so the Pharisees 

had interpreted the law permitting divorce, Deuteronomy 24:1, taking advantage of those 

words, “that she find no favour in his eyes”, and interpreting the term uncleanness following, of 

any deformity, or other cause of dislike. 

Deuteronomy 24:1  

24 When a man hath taken a wife, and married her, and it come to pass that she find no favour in 

his eyes, because he hath found some uncleanness in her: then let him write her a bill of 

divorcement, and give it in her hand, and send her out of his house. 

The Pharisees all believed that the Old Testament permitted Jewish men to divorce their wives and 

to remarry (Deuteronomy 24:1-4). They disagreed among themselves on the grounds for divorce. 

Followers of Rabbi Shammai believed Moses meant the only ground was fornication, sexual sin. 
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Rabbi Hillel's disciples held that anything a wife did that displeased her husband constituted 

legitimate grounds for divorce. 

Verse 3 And he answered and said unto them, What did Moses command you? 

What did Moses command you? First Jesus goes back to the original law spoken by God and 

recorded by Moses, and shows from it:  

(1) That marriage is a fundamental principle of social order, God having it in view from the 

creation, and hence making them male and female (Mark 10:6). 

(2) That the relation of marriage is superior even to the parental relation (Mark 10:7).  

(3) That by it the pair become one flesh, so that a man is as much joined to his wife as he is to his 

own body (Mark 10:8). 

Verse 4 And they said, Moses suffered to write a bill of divorcement, and to put her away. 

Verse 5 And Jesus answered and said unto them, For the hardness of your heart he wrote you this 

precept. 

The Mosaic law granting divorce was a concession to the hardness of your heart. It was never 

commanded by God, but permitted because of the hardness of the offending party (in the cruelty 

of their unfaithfulness to their spouse). It was also permitted because of the hardness of the 

offended party (being unable to perfectly forgive and restore a damaged relationship). 

Verse 6 But from the beginning of the creation God made them male and female. 

Jesus now goes from The Law (Moses) to “the beginning” (Genesis). Also Jesus now transitions 

from a talk about divorce to a talk about marriage. The problem was not that they did not 

understand the law about divorce. The problem was that they did not understand what God said 

about marriage.  It’s striking that Jesus takes us back to “the beginning” to learn about marriage. 

Today many want to say, “We live in different times” or “The rules are different today” or “We 

need a modern understanding.” But put all that away and listen to Jesus: go back to the beginning! 

Adam and Eve, the first parents of mankind, the first couple that came together were one male and 

one female; so that there could be no polygamy or divorce: Adam could not have more wives than 

one: nor could he put away Eve, and marry another; no provision was made for divorce. And this 

man and woman he joined together, in a state of innocence, as husband and wife. 

God’s real purpose for marriage is not fulfilled in divorce, but only in seeing God’s original plan 

for marriage. In saying, “God made them,” Jesus asserts God’s “ownership” over marriage; it is 

God’s institution, not man’s, so His rules apply. 
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Meet the ‘world’s first’ gay married ‘throuple’  By Fahima Haque February 27, 2015 

 

It was a case of “I do” times three. A trio of gay men from Thailand got married on Valentine’s 

Day in Uthai Thani Province, Thailand, according to Caters News Agency. 

Joke, 29, Bell, 21, and Art, 26, are thought to be the world’s first gay threesome to get hitched. 

The happy “throuple” have become Internet famous, as photos from the “happiest day of their 

lives” quickly went viral and Thai media outlets shared their unusual love story. 

“I think we are first three-way same-sex males to have a wedding — possibly in the world,” said 

Bell. “Some people may not agree and are probably amazed by our decision, but we believe many 

people do understand and accept our choice. Love is love, after all.” 

While Thai law does not recognize same-sex marriages, the trio threw a symbolic ceremony under 

Buddhist law. 

Art and Joke met each other through mutual business and started dating after they worked together 

in 2010. Meanwhile, Bell was studying management at Phitsanuloke University and would attend 

the same parties as the couple. He soon realized he was developing feelings for them. 

But it was not until Bell was hospitalized with a congenital disease that the three men became so 

close, eventually floating the idea of a marriage. 

While the proposal was unconventional, Bell did have one traditional stipulation: Art and Joke had 

to ask his parents for his hand in marriage. 

“It might seem strange to some, but many people understand our bond and the reasons we got 

married,” said Art. 

Thailand is considered more tolerant than many other Asian countries when it comes to LGBTQ 

rights, and the married trio says that helped give them the confidence to come out. 

“Now Thai society has a better understanding of sexual orientation as many same-sex weddings 

appear on TV, newspapers and social media, we feel more accepted,” said Joke. 

Just last year, a married lesbian throuple from Massachusetts shared their story and were 

expecting their first child. 

https://www.facebook.com/jokebellartfc
http://nypost.com/2014/04/23/married-lesbian-threesome-expecting-first-child/


105 
 

Verse 7 For this cause shall a man leave his father and mother, and cleave to his wife; 

Jesus goes to Genesis 2:24 here in verse seven. These words refer to the making of woman out of 

the rib of man, which explains the universal fact that a man leaves his parents and clings to a wife. 

Here, as in 1 Corinthians 6:16 and Ephesians 5:31, this momentous fact is made an argument for 

monogamy. 

Genesis 2:24  

24 Therefore shall a man leave his father and his mother, and shall cleave unto his wife: and they 

shall be one flesh. 

Ephesians 5:31  

31 For this cause shall a man leave his father and mother, and shall be joined unto his wife, and 

they two shall be one flesh. 

By this appeal to Genesis 1:27, 2:24 and, Jesus bypassed Moses altogether, founding his teaching 

on this subject on the eternal purpose of The Father regarding marriag, and not upon the 

accommodative regulations which had been laid down out of considerations of man's sin. Thus, 

our Lord triumphed over his enemies. He had not condoned divorce; and, at the same time, he 

had not contradicted Moses. 

Verse 8 And they twain shall be one flesh: so then they are no more twain, but one flesh. 

 

Verse 9 What therefore God hath joined together, let not man put asunder. 

Jesus reminds the Pharisees that marriage is spiritually binding before God. Marriage is not merely 

a social contract, and as God has joined, He wants them together. It is therefore wrong for man to 

break a bond that God has fashioned.  

Verse 10 And in the house his disciples asked him again of the same matter. 

Verse 11 And he saith unto them, Whosoever shall put away his wife, and marry another, 

committeth adultery against her. 
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Verse 12 And if a woman shall put away her husband, and be married to another, she committeth 

adultery. 

In Matthew’s more complete recording of this teaching, he notes how Jesus said in: 

Matthew 19:9  

9 And I say unto you, Whosoever shall put away his wife, except it be for fornication, and shall 

marry another, committeth adultery: and whoso marrieth her which is put away doth commit 

adultery. 

With this answer, Jesus interpreted the meaning of the word uncleanness in Deuteronomy 24:1, 

showing that divorce (and the freedom to remarry) was only permitted in the case of sexual 

immorality.  Beyond what Jesus says, Paul also allows divorce. He permits it for abandonment by 

a spouse as well (1 Corinthians 7:12-15).  

 

Dearly Beloved, we are gathered together here in the sight of God, and in the face of this company 

of witnesses to join together this man and this woman in Holy Matrimony; which is an honorable 

estate, instituted of God, signifying unto us the mystical union that is between Christ and His 

Church; which Holy Estate Christ adorned with His presence and first miracle that He wrought in 

Cana of Galilee, and is commended of St. Paul to be honorable among all men; and therefore, not 

entered into unadvisedly or lightly, but reverently, discreetly, soberly and in the fear of God. Into 

this Holy Estate these two persons present come now to be joined. 

 

If any man can show just cause, why they may not lawfully be joined together, let him speak now 

or forever hold his peace. 

Who gives this woman to be married to this man?  

__________________will you have this woman to be your lawful wedded wife, to live together 

after God s ordinance in the Holy Estate of Matrimony? Will you love her, comfort her, honor and 

http://www.studylight.org/desk/index.cgi?q1=Deuteronomy+24:1&t1=en_nas
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1%20Corinthians+7%3A12-15
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keep her in sickness and in health; and, forsaking all others keep you only unto her as long as you 

both shall live? 

__________________will you have this man to be your lawful wedded husband, to live together 

after God s ordinance in the Holy Estate of Matrimony? Will you love him, comfort him, honor 

and keep him in sickness and in health; and, forsaking all others keep you only unto him as long 

as you both shall live? 

The marriage ring seals the vows of marriage and represents a promise for eternal and everlasting 

love. 

(Groom: Repeat after me) I __________________ take thee, _______________ to be my wedded 

wife, to have and to hold from this day forward, for better, for worse, for richer, for poorer, in 

sickness and in health, to love and to cherish forever, according to God s Holy Ordinance, and 

thereto I give thee my pledge. 

(Bride: Repeat after Me) I ___________________ take thee, _________________ to be my 

wedded husband, to have and to hold from this day forward, for better, for worse, for richer, for 

poorer, in sickness and in health, to love and to cherish forever, according to God s Holy 

Ordinance, and thereto I give thee my pledge. 

Those whom God hath joined together, let no man put asunder. 

Forasmuch as ____________ and ___________ have consented together in Holy Wedlock, and 

have witnessed the same before God and this company of witnesses, and there to have given their 

pledge, each to the other, and have declared the same by giving and receiving a ring, and by joining 

hands; by the power vested in me by the State of Illinois, I now pronounce you husband and wife. 

You many now kiss your bride. 

Ladies and Gentlemen, I now present to you Mr. And Mrs. ________________ 

Pastor Hank’s Notes on: The Gospel of Mark 

Mark Chapter 10 

Jesus blesses the little children, verses 13-16:  

Verse 13 And they brought young children to him, that he should touch them: and his disciples 

rebuked those that brought them. 

They brought children to Jesus. But for what end? Not to baptize them, but to bless them: the 

parents looking upon Christ as a great prophet, and Messiah, do bring their children to him, that 

they might receive the benefit of His blessing and prayers! The best thing that parents can perform 

unto their children to bring them to Jesus that they may be blessed by Him! 

Matthew 19:13 adds: 
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13 Then were there brought unto him little children, that he should put his hands on them, and 

pray: and the disciples rebuked them. 

They brought young children to Him: The ancient Greek word used for brought (prosphero) 

suggests bringing the children to Jesus for dedication. The word is commonly used of sacrifices, 

and suggests here the idea of dedication.  

Children love to come to Jesus, and it says something about Him that children loved Him and that 

He loved children. Children don’t love mean, crabby people. 

It’s Biblical to Dedicate our Children to The Lord! That’s why many Churches have Child 

Dedication Services which are based on Mark chapter 10 and in The Old Testament as well: 

Deuteronomy 6:4-7  

4 Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God is one Lord: 

5 And thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thine heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy 

might. 

6 And these words, which I command thee this day, shall be in thine heart: 

7 And thou shalt teach them diligently unto thy children, and shalt talk of them when thou sittest 

in thine house, and when thou walkest by the way, and when thou liest down, and when thou risest 

up. 

Dedicating a child acknowledges God's sovereignty not only over the child, but also Mom and 

Dad. Parents present their child before God and the Church asking for grace and wisdom in 

carrying out their responsibilities. Parents also come praying that their child might one day trust 

Jesus Christ as Savior for the forgiveness of sin.  

Christian parents who dedicate a child are making a promise to the Lord to do everything within 

their power to raise the child in a godly way, prayerfully until he or she can make a decision on 

his or her own to follow God.  

Parents who make this vow of commitment are instructed to raise the child in the ways of God, 

and not according to their own ways. Some of the responsibilities include teaching and training 

the child in God's Word, demonstrating an example of godliness, disciplining according to God's 

ways, and praying earnestly for the child. 
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Verse 14 But when Jesus saw it, he was much displeased, and said unto them, Suffer the little 

children to come unto me, and forbid them not: for of such is the kingdom of God. 

He was much displeased that His disciples should put such a limit on His love and His work as 

to exclude children. Remember, The Lord had instructed His disciples just a short time earlier in 

the previous chapter on children! 

Mark 9:36-37  

36 And he took a child, and set him in the midst of them: and when he had taken him in his arms, 

he said unto them, 

37 Whosoever shall receive one of such children in my name, receiveth me: and whosoever shall 

receive me, receiveth not me, but him that sent me. 

“Suffer the little children to come unto me” Jesus loved little children, and the scene here is one 

of beauty, love, and concern. 

 

 

“for of such is the kingdom of God” Children are not only for blessing; they are also examples 

of how we must enter the kingdom with a childlike faith, not with a childish faith. We must 

come to God with a faith that trusts God just like a little child with trust his father - and leave all 

the problems up to daddy. 

Jesus wants to Bless Children, but sadly the World wants to kill them!      
United States Abortion Stats: Source: The Alan Guttmacher Institute 

Abortions in 2013: 1.1 million Babies 
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Abortion since 1973: 56,405,766 

Why do women have abortions? 

 74% say having a baby would interfere with work, school, or other responsibilities. 

 73% say they cannot afford to have a child. 

 48% say they do not want to be a single parent, or have relationship problems with 

husband or partner. 

 Less than 2% say they became pregnant as a result of rape or incest.                

GENDERCIDE IN CHINA 

 
  

In China, the three words “It’s a girl!” are often received with sadness and disappointment 

because parents have a strong cultural preference for boys. Joined with the strict One-Child Policy, 

this preference has fatal implications for China’s girls. Currently, one out of every six girls is 

eliminated through sex-selective abortion, abandonment, or infanticide. That means 1.1 million 

girls are lost every year. 

  

Gendercide, defined as “the systematic extermination of a particular gender,” has become 

widespread in China. With the use of illegal ultrasound equipment, couples can determine the sex 

of their child and choose to abort the female fetus. In other cases, midwives have been reported to 

deliver “stillborn” girls by strangling the female infant with the umbilical cord as she is delivered. 

These unjust practices have led to a deep gender imbalance in China, whose ratio of male to female 

births has grown to 120:100, compared to a world average of 105:100.   

 

“The gender imbalance has been growing wider year after year.” 

—The Chinese Academy of Social Sciences 

  

BY THE NUMBERS 

  

 37 MILLION more men than women live in China, thanks to gendercide.  

 120 boys are born for every 100 girls. This means 1 OUT OF EVERY 6 girls is lost to 

gendercide.  

 30 MILLION Chinese men will be unable to find spouses by 2020, threatening a dangerous 

bachelor boom. 
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 1 MILLION Infants are abandoned in China each year, and most of these are healthy girls. 

 70,000 Chinese children are trafficked each year. 

 35,000 abortions are performed each day in China under the One-Child Policy. This equals 

35,000 Abortions each day in China! 

 500 women commit suicide every day in China. It is the only nation where more women 

than men kill themselves. 56% of the world’s female suicides occur in China. 

-According to The Shanghai Institute of Family Planning Technical Instruction, as cited by 

Stephen Ertelt, “More Than 13 Million Abortions a Year in China, 55 Percent of Women have 

had at least one Abortion,”   

-LifeNews.com, February 18, 2009t http://www.lifenews.com/int1091.html 

Article: www.liveaction.org/gendercide, Gendercide: The systematic killing of girls. 

When it comes to sex selection and gendercide, most people think of China, India, and other 

cultures that are known to prefer boys over girls. But studies show that this unethical practice is 

happening right here in America. Sex-selection abortion is defined as “an abortion undertaken for 

the purpose of eliminating a child of an undesired sex.” Sex-selection can also be achieved through 

sperm-sorting and embryo-selection during the process of “assisted reproduction.” However, 

sperm-sorting and embryo-selection are expensive and not widely available; therefore, most sex-

selection takes the form of abortion. 

Nobel Prize-winning economist Amartya Sen estimated that as early as 1990, approximately 100 

million women were demographically missing worldwide due to sex-selection abortion, female 

infanticide, and other such practices. Current estimates now put that number at 200 million missing 

women and girls globally. 

U.S. Census data and national vital statistics show that indeed, sex-selection is a growing problem 

in America. Americans are employing sex-selection techniques in their reproductive decisions. A 

review of census and birth records by Professor Jason Abrevaya of the University of Texas showed 

that Americans have sex-selected thousands of baby girls. 

Sex-selection abortion represents the most violent form of discrimination against women, 

victimizing two women at one time: mother and daughter. Many women are forced or coerced to 

have sex-selection abortions, and their daughters suffer the fatal consequences. 

Verse 15 Verily I say unto you, Whosoever shall not receive the kingdom of God as a little child, 

he shall not enter therein. 

The real problem for man is when they seek to come under the Kingdom of God was that they 

were not like children. They were not receptive, open, responsive, simple & believing. They were 

prejudiced, self-opinionated, proud, and unwilling to believe unless it fitted in with their ideas. 

Thus until they could put such things aside and become childlike in their openness and response, 

until they could come like children with nothing but their openness and need, they could not and 

would not receive the Kingdom Rule of God. 

http://www.lifenews.com/int1091.html


112 
 

Verse 16 And he took them up in his arms, put his hands upon them, and blessed them. 

A distinct rebuke to the protest of the over-petty disciples. Having spoken sternly to His disciples 

He then turned to the children and opened His arms to them. Each received a Prayer and a Blessing 

from The Lord! 

“Jesus loves the little children 

All the children of the world 

Red& yellow, black & white 

they're precious in his sight 

Jesus loves the little children of the world  

Jesus cares for all the children 

All the children of the world 

Black and yellow, red and white 

They're all precious in His sight 

Jesus cares for the children of the world 

Jesus came to save the children 

All the children of the world 

Black and yellow, red and white 

They're all precious in His sight 

Jesus came to save the children of the world 

Jesus came to save the children of the world!” 

 

 

Pastor Hank’s Notes on: The Gospel of Mark 

Mark Chapter 10 

The interview with the rich young ruler, verses: 17-22 

The Rich Young Ruler: The subject before the Lord was presented as a rich man by all three 

synoptics; but Matthew (Matthew 19:22) added the detail concerning his youth, and Luke supplied 

the information that he was a ruler (Luke 18:18). 
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Verse 17 And when he was gone forth into the way, there came one running, and kneeled to him, 

and asked him, Good Master, what shall I do that I may inherit eternal life? 

“there came one running”… A young man, a ruler among the Jews, and very rich, a person of 

great dignity, and large substance; he hearing that Jesus was going from those parts, ran in great 

quickness to him, to have a conversation with Jesus! 

“and kneeled to him”… As a token of great respect and civility towards Jesus. 

This action of this young man in running and kneeling shows that he was deeply anxious to receive 

an answer to his question, and also that he had great reverence for Jesus. The running and the 

kneeling are both found in the vivid picturesque Mark only. 

 

“and asked him, Good Master what shall I do that I may inherit eternal life?” The Young 

Rich Ruler asked a very real and important question! 

1. He believes the certainty of the future state. 

2. He professes his desire of an eternal happiness in that state. 

3. He declares his readiness to do some good thing, in order to the obtaining of that happiness. 

He clearly had some knowledge of Jesus, and his desire was to inherit eternal life. He gave the 

appearance of being just the right kind of person to make a disciple. 

“Good Master”… The unusual application of the respectful title of “Good Master” spoke 

volumes about the young man’s attitude of mind. In Jewish circles it was almost unique. Goodness 

was seen as belonging only to God. 

Verse 18 And Jesus said unto him, Why callest thou me good? there is none good but one, that is, 

God. 
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This was not Jesus denying His deity. Instead, He invited the young man to reflect upon it. It is as 

if Jesus said, "do you really know what you are saying when you call Me good?" 

Jesus shows that if his language had been used sincerely it would have committed him to a 

declaration of great faith, for he had addressed Jesus by a title which belongs only to God, and he 

had asked Jesus the question concerning that of which God alone was fitted to answer. As the ruler 

had not used this language sincerely, Jesus challenged his words. The challenge showed the ruler 

that he had unwittingly confessed the divinity of Jesus, and thus startled him into a consideration 

of the marvelous fact which his own mouth had stated. This is done because the young man 

would need to believe in the divinity of Jesus to inherit eternal life and to endure the test to 

which he was about to be addressed. 

1 John 5:5  

5 Who is he that overcometh the world, but he that believeth that Jesus is the Son of God? 

The Rich Young Ruler had a superficial understanding of goodness. Jesus' response confronted 

the man with the implications of trying to do some good work to earn eternal life and calling Jesus 

"good." Was he ready to respond to Jesus' instructions as to God's Word? 

Verse 19 Thou knowest the commandments, Do not commit adultery, Do not kill, Do not steal, Do 

not bear false witness, Defraud not, Honour thy father and mother. 

Being a Jew, this man knew the Commandments which God gave to Moses on Mount Sinai. Jesus 

was careful to quote to him only those commandments from what is often called the Second Table 

of the Law, addressing how we treat one another. Love to man is the fruit and testimony of our 

love to God; for: 

1 John 4:20  

20 If a man say, I love God, and hateth his brother, he is a liar: for he that loveth not his brother 

whom he hath seen, how can he love God whom he hath not seen? 

Do not commit: Adultery, Kill, Steal, Bear False Witness, Defraud Not, Dishonour your Parents. 

Verse 20 And he answered and said unto him, Master, all these have I observed from my youth. 

“all these have I observed from my youth” All “good” Jewish parents taught their children The 

Law and were expected to keep and observe them: 

Deuteronomy 6:1-9  

1 Now these are the commandments, the statutes, and the judgments, which the Lord your God 

commanded to teach you, that ye might do them in the land whither ye go to possess it: 
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2 That thou mightest fear the Lord thy God, to keep all his statutes and his commandments, which 

I command thee, thou, and thy son, and thy son's son, all the days of thy life; and that thy days 

may be prolonged. 

3 Hear therefore, O Israel, and observe to do it; that it may be well with thee, and that ye may 

increase mightily, as the Lord God of thy fathers hath promised thee, in the land that floweth with 

milk and honey. 

4 Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God is one Lord: 

5 And thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thine heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy 

might. 

6 And these words, which I command thee this day, shall be in thine heart: 

7 And thou shalt teach them diligently unto thy children, and shalt talk of them when thou sittest 

in thine house, and when thou walkest by the way, and when thou liest down, and when thou risest 

up. 

8 And thou shalt bind them for a sign upon thine hand, and they shall be as frontlets between thine 

eyes. 

9 And thou shalt write them upon the posts of thy house, and on thy gates. 

Verse 21 Then Jesus beholding him loved him, and said unto him, One thing thou lackest: go thy 

way, sell whatsoever thou hast, and give to the poor, and thou shalt have treasure in heaven: and 

come, take up the cross, and follow me. 

Jesus was filled with loving compassion for this man because his life was so empty. He had 

climbed to the top of the ladder of success, only to find his ladder leaned against the wrong 

building. 

This young man's reigning sin seems to have been an overweening affection for the things of this 

world; his riches were his idol, on which his heart was set, and in which he trusted: wherefore he 

was so far from keeping all the commandments, that he had not kept the First Commandment; 

"thou shalt have no other gods before me": 

Instead of challenging the man's fulfillment of the law (which Jesus had every right to do), Jesus 

instead took him further down his own path- “One thing thou lackest”. 

The calling of being a Disciple of Jesus: Come after Jesus, Taking up the Cross for Jesus and 

Follow Jesus! 

Jesus said earlier in Mark 8:34:  
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34 And when he had called the people unto him with his disciples also, he said unto them, 

Whosoever will come after me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow me. 

“Taking up the cross” Taking up the cross to follow Christ means, simply, commitment to the 

point of giving up our hopes, dreams, possessions, even our very life if need be. 

• Would you still follow Jesus if it meant losing your closest friends? 

• Would you still follow Jesus if it meant alienation from your family? 

• Would you still follow Jesus if it meant the loss of your reputation? 

• Would you still follow Jesus if it meant losing your job? 

• Would you still follow Jesus if it meant losing your life? 

The Cross was an instrument of death. What Jesus is referring to is commitment to Him, even unto 

death—obedience to the extreme measure and willingness to die in pursuit of obedience. Death on 

a cross was not pleasant. It was painful and humiliating. The implication is that even if obedience 

is painful and humiliating, we should be willing to endure it for Christ. 

Being a Christian in this World is not a cake walk, Jesus said we will: 

Have Tribulation: John 16:33  

33 These things I have spoken unto you, that in me ye might have peace. In the world ye shall 

have tribulation: but be of good cheer; I have overcome the world. 

Be Hated: Matthew 10:22  

22 And ye shall be hated of all men for my name's sake: but he that endureth to the end shall be 

saved. 

Be Persecuted: Matthew 5:11  

11 Blessed are ye, when men shall revile you, and persecute you, and shall say all manner of evil 

against you falsely, for my sake. 

2 Timothy 3:12  

12 Yea, and all that will live godly in Christ Jesus shall suffer persecution. 

Be Beaten: Acts 5:40-41  

40 And to him they agreed: and when they had called the apostles, and beaten them, they 

commanded that they should not speak in the name of Jesus, and let them go. 

And Suffering Shame: 
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41 And they departed from the presence of the council, rejoicing that they were counted worthy to 

suffer shame for his name. 

Be Killed: Matthew 24:9  

9 Then shall they deliver you up to be afflicted, and shall kill you: and ye shall be hated of all 

nations for my name's sake. 

Be Betrayed: Mark 13:12-13  

12 Now the brother shall betray the brother to death, and the father the son; and children shall rise 

up against their parents, and shall cause them to be put to death. 

13 And ye shall be hated of all men for my name's sake: but he that shall endure unto the end, the 

same shall be saved. 

Be Put in Prison: Acts 8:3  

3 As for Saul, he made havock of the church, entering into every house, and haling men and women 

committed them to prison. 

FOX News Radio: Preacher Arrested for Calling Homosexuality a Sin, July 2013 

http://radio.foxnews.com/toddstarnes/top-stories/preacher-arrested-for-calling-homosexuality-a-sin.html 

An American evangelist said he was arrested and interrogated about his Christian faith after he 

was caught on a London sidewalk preaching that homosexuality is a sin. 

Tony Miano, a retired deputy sheriff and former chaplain with the Los Angeles County Sheriff’s 

Dept., was charged with “using homophobic speech that could cause people anxiety, distress, 

alarm or insult.” 

Miano had been preaching on a London street corner during the Wimbledon Tennis 

Championships with a ministry group called Sports Fan Outreach International. 

 

British police prepare to arrest American Evangelist Tony Miano. 

http://radio.foxnews.com/toddstarnes
http://tmiano.com/
http://radio.foxnews.com/toddstarnes/wp-content/uploads/2013/07/miano.jpg
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He was preaching about immoral living – and cited homosexuality as an example of lifestyle 

choices that are contrary to biblical teaching. 

“I never used any gay slurs,” he said. “You would never hear me using slang or discriminatory 

language against homosexuals or any other group. That would be contrary to my faith.” 

At some point, the evangelist quoted I Thessalonians 4:1-2 – a passage of scripture that mentions 

sexual immorality. 

“I talked about women addicted to romance novels, men addicted to pornography, people with 

lustful thoughts, heterosexual fornication and homosexuality,” Miano told Fox News. “When I 

mentioned that the Bible was clear that homosexuality is a sin, a lady walked by and she glared at 

me and hurled the f-bomb.” 

Miano said the woman came back a short time later and began to videotape his sidewalk sermon. 

Then, she called the police. 

“They were concerned about homophobic speech,” he said. “But I told them I don’t fear 

homosexuals. The language I used was not homophobic, as I was not promoting fear or hatred of 

homosexuals.” 

Miano said he did not limit his remarks to homosexual acts. 

“I did not speak solely about homosexuality as a form of sexual immorality but also about any 

kind of sex outside marriage between one man and one woman, as well as lustful thoughts,” he 

said. “All of these are considered mainstream Christian positions and have been taught and 

believed by Christians for thousands of years.” 

Police took the retired deputy sheriff to a nearby jail where he was fingerprinted. Officers also 

took a sample of his DNA and then he was interrogated. 

“It was very distressing to be arrested and interrogated for openly expressing my deeply held 

Christian beliefs,” he said. 

According to a transcript of the interrogation provided to Fox News, the officers asked if he really 

believed homosexuality is a sin. He was also asked whether he would help a homosexual who 

requested a favor. 

“I was made to feel that my thoughts could be held against me,” he said. “The detective also asked 

me if I thought I was 100 percent right in what I had done. I said yes.” 

Miano said he would gladly offer assistance to a homosexual. 
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“The Christian faith is dictated by the two greatest commandments – to love the Lord your God 

and to love your neighbor,” he said. “As such, I am compelled to love all people. Had a gay come 

up and asked me for something to eat, I would have fed him.” 

But what troubled Miano is the idea that a hypothetical situation could have been used against him 

in court. 

“I was actually going to be tried for how I thought,” he said. 

In an ironic twist, the officers made arrangements to provide the evangelist with a Bible to read in 

jail – the same book that led to his arrest. 

“The same book I read from in public which resulted in my arrest, was now the same book the 

police were giving to provide me comfort,” he said. 

Miano, who is a member of the Evangelical Free Church, has been open-air preaching for eight 

years. He said this is the first time he’s been arrested. 

“It was a rather surreal experience,” the retired deputy sheriff said. “I’ve conducted many 

interrogations but I’ve never been the subject of one.” 

Miano spent about seven hours in jail before he was released without explanation and without an 

apology. 

Now back home in Southern California, Miano said he fears that what happened in Great Britain 

could soon happen in the United States. 

“I believe that’s what our government is going to eventually do here,” he said. “I believe 

homosexuals or others who are sensitive to their point of view will be visiting churches to listen 

to what preachers say from the pulpit. And I believe that pastors will be arrested in their pulpits 

for teaching what the Bible says about homosexuality and other sins.” 

Andrea Williams, the chief executive of the British Christian Legal Centre echoed those concerns. 

“It’s clear that there is already a clamp down on freedom of speech where people publicly express 

mainstream Christian views on sexual ethics,” he said. 

Continuing verse 21: “Thou shalt have treasure in heaven” ...  It was not in merely giving away 

his property that he could have eternal life, for that blessing could come only of following Jesus. 

Jesus could not permit this rich young man to become a part of his company of followers without 

meeting the test (go thy way, sell whatsoever thou hast, and give to the poor, and thou shalt 

have treasure in heaven: and come, take up the cross, and follow me) which the apostles had 

all met. 
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Mark 10:28  

28 Then Peter began to say unto him, Lo, we have left all, and have followed thee. 

After hearing The Lord, The Young Rich Ruler’s reaction: 

Verse 22 And he was sad at that saying, and went away grieved: for he had great possessions. 

 

 

God or Great Possessions? 

Pastor Hank’s Notes on: The Gospel of Mark 

Mark Chapter 10 

The Lord's teaching on riches (Mark 10:23-31), further prophecies of the Passion (Mark 10:32-

34), 
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Verse 23 And Jesus looked round about, and saith unto his disciples, How hardly shall they that 

have riches enter into the kingdom of God! 

What Jesus says here was prompted by the departure of the Rich Young Ruler a moment earlier.  

Jesus distinguishes between them that "have riches" and them that "trust in riches," the latter 

being the great deterrent to entering God's kingdom. The same distinction was honored by the New 

Testament writers, Paul, for example, making "the love of money" and not merely "money," to be 

the "root of all kinds of evil" (1 Timothy 6:10). 

It was a fact then, and a fact now, and a fact in every age that the possession of riches works against 

the acceptance of Jesus Christ. This does not deny the possibility of rich men being saved, but it 

underlines the difficulty of surrendering their life over to The Lord. 

Famous “Rich” Borned Again Christians: 

David Green: Founder of Hobby Lobby and a member of the Council Road Baptist Church in 

Bethany, Oklahoma. “You can’t have a belief system on Sunday and not live it the other six days.” 
Hobby Lobby remains a Christian company in every sense. It runs ads on Christmas and Easter in 

the local paper of each town where there’s a store, often asserting the religious foundation of 

America. Stores are closed on Sundays, forgoing revenue to give employees time to worship. The 

company keeps four chaplains on the payroll and offers a free health clinic for staff at the 

headquarters. Green has raised the minimum wage for full-time employees a dollar each year since 

2009–bringing it up to $13 an hour–and doesn’t expect to slow down. From his perspective, it’s 

only natural: “God tells us to go forth into the world and teach the Gospel to every creature. He 

doesn’t say skim from your employees to do that.”   

 

Truett Cathy: Chick-fil-A. Cathy was a member of the First Baptist Church in Jonesboro, 

Georgia, and taught Sunday School there for more than 50 years! Throughout, Mr. Cathy 

emphasized Christian values. The chain’s locations are closed on Sundays, none of its hundreds 

of restaurants are open on that day, to allow employees a day of rest. Its executives often said the 

chain made as much money in six days as its competitors do in seven. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jonesboro,_Georgia
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jonesboro,_Georgia
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Mr. Cathy founded a youth-ministry organization, WinShape Foundation, in 1984, which provides 

leadership training and college scholarships to young people. Through the foundation, 13 foster 

homes have been created to provide long-term care for foster children in a family setting.   

 

Forever 21‘s Jin Sook and Do Won Chang, born-again Christians who keep Bibles in their office 

and print John 3:16 on the bottom of each shopping bag! Forever 21's clothing has also been 

criticized in the media due to the slogans printed on some of their shirts. The Daily Mail, The 

Huffington Post, and others insisted that the company was “…pushing a Christian agenda” because 

it sold tops with phrases such as “Holy,” “Love, peace, faith, hope, Jesus,” and “Thank God.” 

 

Norm Miller is chairman of Interstate Batteries and a Christian business executive of the 

highest caliber. Starting from humble beginnings, he sold his way into the American Dream, 

selling for with the Interstate Batteries Company, complete with a big house, nice cars and a 

beautiful wife. Rather than happiness and joy however, Norm felt that there was something missing 

in his life. Meanwhile, he was drinking heavily. It got so bad that his wife was threatening to leave 

him. Then, he got his third DWI and it finally hit him that he had become an alcoholic like his 

father. He cried out for help, “God, help me! I can’t handle it!” God took away his addiction right 

then and there. Norm Miller committed his life to Christ and went on to become CEO and later 

Chairman of Interstate Batteries, an industry leading company recognized for its honesty and 

integrity. 
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Richard Snyder: In-N-Out Burger. A born-again Christian, ordered biblical verses be printed 

on the company’s wrappers and cups. “It’s just something I want to do, and that was that.” 

    

Donnie Smith of Tyson Foods (Southern Baptist) is not just the company CEO but also a Sunday 

School teacher. The Bible, he explains in the report, is his "favorite book." "My faith influences 

how I think, what I do, what I say. There are a lot of great biblical principles that are fundamental 

to operating a good business.  

 

Daniel Amos: Aflac Insurance. Methodist, runs the Aflac insurance company on "corporate 

responsibility" ethics, drawing from the Gospel According to Luke: "To whom much is given, 

much is expected." 

 

 

Verse 24 And the disciples were astonished at his words. But Jesus answereth again, and saith unto 

them, Children, how hard is it for them that trust in riches to enter into the kingdom of God! 

We can contrast the dependence of a child with the independence of a rich man. Jesus indicated 

that it was much more likely that the child would inherit the kingdom of God instead of the rich 

man. This verse is unique to Mark. The disciples' amazement arose from the popular belief that 

riches were a result of God's blessing for righteousness. They thought riches were an advantage, 

not a disadvantage in one's relationship with God. Here only in the Gospels Jesus addressed the 

disciples as "children". 

Verse 25 It is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle, than for a rich man to enter 

into the kingdom of God. 
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Jesus was using hyperbole, a figure of speech that exaggerates for emphasis used for the sake of 

emphasizing the difficulty for a rich man to enter into the kingdom of God! Jesus used this 

technique at other times, referring to a “beam” in one’s eye (Matthew 7:3-5) and swallowing a 

camel (Matthew 23:24). 

Verse 26 And they were astonished out of measure, saying among themselves, Who then can be 

saved? 

Verse 27 
And Jesus looking upon them saith, With men it is impossible, but not with God: for with 

God all things are possible. 

“for with God all things are possible” God's grace is sufficient to save the Rich Young Ruler! 

Jesus’ message is clear—it is impossible for anyone to be saved on his own merits. Since wealth 

was seen as proof of God’s approval, it was commonly taught by the rabbis that rich people were 

blessed by God and were, therefore, the most likely candidates for heaven. Jesus destroyed that 

notion, and along with it, the idea that anyone can earn eternal life. The disciples had the 

appropriate response to this startling statement. They were utterly amazed and asked, “Who then 

can be saved?” in the next verse. If the wealthy among them, which included the super-spiritual 

Pharisees and Scribes, were unworthy of heaven, what hope was there for a poor man? 

Verse 28 Then Peter began to say unto him, Lo, we have left all, and have followed thee. 

In contrast to the Rich Young Ruler, the disciples had left all to follow Jesus! Can we say the same 

thing? 

Verse 29 
And Jesus answered and said, Verily I say unto you, There is no man that hath left house, 

or brethren, or sisters, or father, or mother, or wife, or children, or lands, for my sake, and the 

gospel's, 

The work we can do may be very small, but let us do it for Christ’s sake! 

Sake means: For the purpose of; in the interest of; in order to achieve or preserve. 

Verse 30 But he shall receive an hundredfold now in this time, houses, and brethren, and sisters, 

and mothers, and children, and lands, with persecutions; and in the world to come eternal life. 

There will be universal honor for all who sacrifice for Jesus' sake. Whatever is given up for Him 

will be returned many times over, in addition to eternal life. And remember as a Christian we will 

deal with persecutions! 

Verse 31 But many that are first shall be last; and the last first. 
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When Jesus told the disciples they would be greatly rewarded in heaven for what they had given 

up on earth (verse 28), He was making a contrast with the rich young ruler, who was unwilling to 

give up much of anything for Christ’s sake (verses 21-22). The “last” in this world—the disciples 

in their poverty—would be “first” in the kingdom of heaven. Conversely, the “first” in this world—

the self-sufficient rich—would be the last to find the kingdom because of their love of wealth. 

Further prophecies of the Passion, verses: 32-34.  

This is the third Announcement of His approaching sufferings, death, and resurrection. The first 

two: Mark 8:31-32 & 9:30-32.  

Verse 32 And they were in the way going up to Jerusalem; and Jesus went before them: and they 

were amazed; and as they followed, they were afraid. And he took again the twelve, and began 

to tell them what things should happen unto him, 

Amazed- The sudden awe which fell on the disciples is noted by Mark only. 

“they were amazed - they were afraid” As they drew near to Jerusalem, the disciples sensed the 

danger of their mission. Jesus was a wanted man and yet Jesus was going before them. Therefore, 

the disciples were amazed at the courage of Jesus and they were afraid of the fate awaiting them 

all in Jerusalem. Even though they were afraid they followed The Lord! 

Verse 33 Saying, Behold, we go up to Jerusalem; and the Son of man shall be delivered unto the 

chief priests, and unto the scribes; and they shall condemn him to death, and shall deliver him 

to the Gentiles: 

“and shall deliver him to the Gentiles” That is the Romans, to Pontius Pilate, the Roman 

governor; because the Jews had not then power to put Jesus to death themselves. 

Verse 34 And they shall mock him, and shall scourge him, and shall spit upon him, and shall 

kill him: and the third day he shall rise again. 

“they shall mock him, and shall scourge him, and shall spit upon him, and shall kill him” 

Jesus mentioned the shame of His suffering. Jesus suffered the most terrible emotional humiliation 

in His death, and it was done out of love for us. 

Pastor Hank’s Notes on: The Gospel of Mark 

Mark Chapter 10 

The request of the sons of Zebedee, verses: 35-45, and the healing of blind Bartimaeus between 

the two Jericho's, verses: 46-52. 

Verse 35 And James and John, the sons of Zebedee, come unto him, saying, Master, we would that 

thou shouldest do for us whatsoever we shall desire. 
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Matthew adds along with their mother (Matthew 20:20-21), who asked the same speaking for 

them, and they asked Jesus: 

Despite the continual declaration of His coming suffering (verses 32-34), the disciples still thought 

that when Jesus got to Jerusalem, He as The Messiah would establish a political kingdom. Here, 

James and John asked for positions of high status in Jesus' administration - which they anticipated 

would be installed soon. 

Verse 36 And he said unto them, What would ye that I should do for you? 

This was no doubt an outgrowth of the continual topic of conversation among the disciples. They 

often spoke about which one among them was the greatest (Mark 9:33-34). James and John feel 

confident they will be the greatest, so they asked Jesus to confirm their opinion by appointing them 

to high positions now. 

Verse 37 
They said unto him, Grant unto us that we may sit, one on thy right hand, and the other 

on thy left hand, in thy glory. 

“one on thy right hand, and the other on thy left hand” The place of honor was the seat on the 

right. The place of second honor was the seat on the left (1 Kings 2:19, Psalm 110:1). They asked 

for the two most prestigious places in Jesus' administration. 

1 Kings 2:19  

19 Bathsheba therefore went unto king Solomon, to speak unto him for Adonijah. And the king rose 

up to meet her, and bowed himself unto her, and sat down on his throne, and caused a seat to be 

set for the king's mother; and she sat on his right hand. 

This is where we get the term: “Right Hand Man”- an indispensable or invaluable assistant. 

Verse 38 But Jesus said unto them, Ye know not what ye ask: can ye drink of the cup that I drink 

of? and be baptized with the baptism that I am baptized with? 

“Ye know not what you ask” Prayer is often unwise in its requests from ignorance. The prayer 

of James and John was rooted in ambition, still we may not forget that their ambition was to be 

nearest Jesus! In just a few days later there would “one on thy right hand, and the other on thy 

left hand”. Who and where would that be? Answer:  

____________________________________________________ 

“can ye drink of the cup” Indicates the Sorrows that Jesus will go through.  

Psalm 75:8  

8 For in the hand of the Lord there is a cup, and the wine is red; it is full of mixture; and he poureth 

out of the same: but the dregs thereof, all the wicked of the earth shall wring them out, and drink 

them. 

http://www.studylight.org/desk/index.cgi?q1=Mark+9:33-34&t1=en_nas
http://www.studylight.org/desk/index.cgi?q1=1%20Kings+2:19&t1=en_nas
http://www.studylight.org/desk/index.cgi?q1=Psalm+110:1&t1=en_nas
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“and be baptized with the baptism” Indicates the Sufferings that Jesus will go through. To be 

baptized with suffering means to be overwhelmed with it to the point of death! 

Paul writes of this in Colossians 2:12  

12 Buried with him in baptism, wherein also ye are risen with him through the faith of the 

operation of God, who hath raised him from the dead. 

Jesus in the Garden of Gethsemane will refer to his death again as “the cup”: 

Mark 14:36  

36 And he said, Abba, Father, all things are possible unto thee; take away this cup from me: 

nevertheless not what I will, but what thou wilt. 

Verse 39 And they said unto him, We can. And Jesus said unto them, Ye shall indeed drink of the 

cup that I drink of; and with the baptism that I am baptized withal shall ye be baptized: 

“We can” And they did suffer for The Lord Jesus! 

Acts 12:2  

2 And he killed James the brother of John with the sword. 

Revelation 1:9  

9 I John, who also am your brother, and companion in tribulation, and in the kingdom and 

patience of Jesus Christ, was in the isle that is called Patmos, for the word of God, and for the 

testimony of Jesus Christ. 

Verse 40 But to sit on my right hand and on my left hand is not mine to give; but it shall be given 

to them for whom it is prepared. 

Future rewards are indeed meted out by the hand of Christ (2 Timothy 4:8 Revelation 2:10, 17, 26, 

28; Revelation 3:12, 21), but they are not distributed according to the fad of favoritism, but 

according to the will of the Father and the rules which He has established.  

For Matthew adds in Matthew 20:23  

23 And he saith unto them, Ye shall drink indeed of my cup, and be baptized with the baptism that 

I am baptized with: but to sit on my right hand, and on my left, is not mine to give, but it shall be 

given to them for whom it is prepared of my Father. 

Verse 41 And when the ten heard it, they began to be much displeased with James and John. 

This unfriendly feeling of ten apostles toward James and John showed that the same gain which 

had infected the sons of Zebedee was also present in the others. Their displeasure was clearly due 

to their fears that James and John might seize something which they also wanted.  
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The Lord at once instructed them all concerning the true values to be received and honored in his 

kingdom: 

Verse 42 But Jesus called them to him, and saith unto them, Ye know that they which are accounted 

to rule over the Gentiles exercise lordship over them; and their great ones exercise authority 

upon them. 

To restore peace among them, and to correct their false views, he draws the distinction between 

the worldly greatness to which they aspired (Gentiles exercise lordship over them), and the 

spiritual greatness which they ought to have sought, The Kingdom of God. 

Verse 43 But so shall it not be among you: but whosoever will be great among you, shall be your 

minister: 

So instead of worrying about being rulers and sitting on the right or left hand of God, Jesus tells 

them what they should be: A Minister-A Servant! 

In the Kingdom Community and Church, status, money, and popularity are not the prerequisites 

for leadership. Humble service is the greatest (and only) prerequisite, as displayed by Jesus' own 

ministry. 

Verse 44 And whosoever of you will be the chiefest, shall be servant of all. 

And whosoever of you will be the chiefest — or “first.” 

shall be — that is, “let him be,” or “shall be he who is prepared to be.” 

servant of all — one in the lowest condition of service. 

Verse 45 For even the Son of man came not to be ministered unto, but to minister, and to give his 

life a ransom for many. 

“and to give his life a ransom for many” This is one of the great claims Jesus made about Himself 

and His ministry. He is the one who stands in the place of guilty sinners and offers Himself as a 

substitute for them. 

This Doctrine is called: The Substitutionary Atonement of Jesus Christ. 

The Substitutionary Atonement refers to Jesus Christ dying as a substitute for sinners. The 

Scriptures teach that all men are sinners (Romans 3:9-18, 23). The penalty for our sinfulness is 

death. Romans 6:23 reads, “For the wages of sin is death; but the gift of God is eternal life through 

Jesus Christ our Lord.” 

Jesus Christ died in our place when He was crucified on the cross. We deserved to be the ones 

placed on that cross to die because we are the ones who live sinful lives. But Christ took the 

punishment on Himself in our place—He substituted Himself for us and took what we rightly 

deserved. 

2 Corinthians 5:21  

http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Romans%203.9-18
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Romans%203.23
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Romans%206.23
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21 For he hath made him to be sin for us, who knew no sin; that we might be made the righteousness 

of God in him. 

First of all, we see Substitutionary sacrifice in the Old Testament. 

Genesis 22:13  

13 And Abraham lifted up his eyes, and looked, and behold behind him a ram caught in a thicket 

by his horns: and Abraham went and took the ram, and offered him up for a burnt offering in the 

stead of his son. 

Notice that the ram was offered in place of Isaac.  This was a substitutionary sacrifice which is 

exactly what “Substitutionary " means. 

Further, we see a prophecy of the atoning work of Christ in Isaiah.  Notice the substitutionary 

language:  

Isaiah 53:4-5  

4 Surely he hath borne our griefs, and carried our sorrows: yet we did esteem him stricken, smitten 

of God, and afflicted. 

5 But he was wounded for our transgressions, he was bruised for our iniquities: the chastisement 

of our peace was upon him; and with his stripes we are healed. 

"For many " This is the same word Paul used in Romans 5:15, and it refers not to any restricted 

number but to all the millions of every generation who will receive salvation through Jesus Christ. 

Bible Commentator C.E.B. Cranfield said the word carries the meaning of "all." 

Other Bible verses supporting The Substitutionary Atonement of Jesus Christ.  

1 John 2:2  

2 And he is the propitiation for our sins: and not for ours only, but also for the sins of the whole 

world. 

1 John 4:10  

10 Herein is love, not that we loved God, but that he loved us, and sent his Son to be the propitiation 

for our sins. 

1 Peter 2:24  

24 Who his own self bare our sins in his own body on the tree, that we, being dead to sins, should 

live unto righteousness: by whose stripes ye were healed. 

1 Peter 3:18  

18 For Christ also hath once suffered for sins, the just for the unjust, that he might bring us to God, 

being put to death in the flesh, but quickened by the Spirit: 

Romans 8:3-4  

https://carm.org/dictionary-testament
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3 For what the law could not do, in that it was weak through the flesh, God sending his own Son in 

the likeness of sinful flesh, and for sin, condemned sin in the flesh: 

4 That the righteousness of the law might be fulfilled in us, who walk not after the flesh, but after 

the Spirit. 

Verse 46 And they came to Jericho: and as he went out of Jericho with his disciples and a great 

number of people, blind Bartimaeus, the son of Timaeus, sat by the highway side begging. 

“they came to Jericho: and as he went out of Jericho”?? The fact of there being two Jericho's, 

the old city destroyed by Joshua, but continuing to exist as a village, and the new city built near 

the site of the old. 

Verse 47 And when he heard that it was Jesus of Nazareth, he began to cry out, and say, Jesus, 

thou son of David, have mercy on me. 

“and when he heard that it was Jesus of Nazareth” The blind man had clearly asked what the 

commotion was and was informed that Jesus of Nazareth was passing by. That Jesus was well 

known to him comes out in that the blind man knew who He was and that He was the son of David. 

The news excited him for he had heard what Jesus could do and he began to cry out. 

“Jesus Thou Son of David” This was a common title of the expected Messiah in use throughout 

Israel in the times of Christ; and there is no way to deny the implications of it as used by 

Bartimaeus. Significantly, the Pharisees were blind to the fact of Jesus being truly the Son of 

David, but the blind not only knew it but shouted it to high heaven.  Notice the contrast between 

the title given by the curious crowd: Jesus of Nazareth (the form used by Mark, and, and that in 

the cry of the blind beggar: Son of David (Messiah). 

Verse 48 And many charged him that he should hold his peace: but he cried the more a great deal, 

Thou son of David, have mercy on me. 

People tried to shut him up, but they couldn't because he really wanted a touch from Jesus! 

“Cold prayers never win God's ear. Draw thy bow with thy full strength, if thou wouldst send thy 

arrow up so high as heaven." –Spurgeon 

 Have mercy on me! The blind man knew what he needed from Jesus - mercy. He didn't come 

thinking that God owed him. All he wanted from Jesus was mercy. 

Verse 49 And Jesus stood still, and commanded him to be called. And they call the blind man, 

saying unto him, Be of good comfort, rise; he calleth thee. 

Such faith as the blind man already had Jesus rewarded by demanding that he be brought into his 

presence. Even on the way to Calvary Jesus had time to minister to human need. 

Verse 50 And he, casting away his garment, rose, and came to Jesus. 
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Verse 51 And Jesus answered and said unto him, What wilt thou that I should do unto thee? The 

blind man said unto him, Lord, that I might receive my sight. 

It might seem that the need of Bartimaeus was obvious. Yet Jesus had a deliberate purpose in the 

question. There was real power in both the asking and in the answer of Jesus. God may ask us the 

same question, and we should be able to articulate an answer that glorifies Him. 

Verse 52 And Jesus said unto him, Go thy way; thy faith hath made thee whole. And immediately 

he received his sight, and followed Jesus in the way. 

“thy faith hath made thee whole” 

It was faith that was determined to reach Jesus (he cried out the more). 

It was faith that knew who Jesus was (Son of David). 

It was faith that came humbly to Jesus (have mercy on me).  

It was faith that humbly submitted to Jesus (Lord). 

It was faith that could tell Jesus what it wanted (that I might receive my sight). 

First Jesus told Bartimaeus, go your way. Then, Bartimaeus followed Jesus. He made Jesus' way 

his own way, and was follower of Him. Bartimaeus must have figured, "Now that I have my sight, 

I always want to look upon Jesus." 

Amazing Grace, how sweet the sound, 

That saved a wretch like me. 

I once was lost but now am found, 

Was blind, but now I see… 

 

 


